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Bingo Tops BB. in 


i 


Cincy; 2,431,861 


~ Spent $1924681 to Play in 1939 








Cincinnati, Jan. 16. 
Gastritis to theatre owners was the 
report last week on Cincy’s bingo 


attendance and receipts for 1939. Re- | 


port came from Police Chief Eugene 


Weatherly, whose department super- 
vises bingo playing and keeps a 
close tab on the game’s gate and 
take. 

Report had 2,431,861 players for 
the year spending $1,924,681.19 at 
2,289 parties given permits under re- 
strictions established by council. 
Prizes totaled $465,721.59, leaving a 
profit of $1,458,959.60 for the spon- 


sors, which include churches, mostly | 


Catholic, and fraternal societies. 

Sanctioned games averaged 44 a 
week and pulled an average weekly 
attendance of 46,766. 


Eliminating Fright 





Hollywood, Jan, 16. 

Police and fire sirens must be 
eliminated from Hollywood pic- 
tures before they are exhibited 
in England, Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales, take it from the British 
censors. Over inere a_ siren 
means a bombing attack, and 
might cause confusion on the 
screen. 

First American film to feel the 
censorship is Universal’s ‘Black 
Friday,’ in which a police siren 
plays a heavy part. It has been 
replaced by a gong. 














Bingoers outnumbered baseball 
fans attending the Reds’ home games | 
during 1939 by 24% tol. By winning | 
their first National League pennant 
since 1919, the Reds chalked up a 


LA. COPS MAKE 
IT TOUGH FOR 





record gate for the season. 
Weatherly said that while the pic- 
ture theatres drew four times as} 
many patrons as bingo, the ashen 
of cinemas was only about twice as | 
much as on bingo parties. He added | 
that the average cost per show for | 
the film patron was 35c, compared | 
to 60c for the bingo player. 


BOOKIES SET UP POOLS 





ON WKLY TUMS WINNER 


SWISHES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Designed in its obviousness to live 





| down a widely publicized smirch as 


a wicked city, town’s constabulary 
has made a start in that direction 
and picked on—female impersona- 
tors. Those desiring to masquerade 
professionally must submit to a 
character analysis and also appear 
before the police department’s 





Bridgeport, Jan. 16. 
Contagious nature of gambling- 


psychiatrist and give their outlook 


| on life. 


flavored ‘Pot o’ Gold’ radio program! First to brave the wrath of the 


is illustrated here. 
gentry is now making book on which 
state the Tums telephone call will 
Go to. 

Chances are sold with the holder 
of the stub for the winning state 
Cashing in. Gamblers take diff be- 
tween prize and collection. 

_ Several recent disputes in connec- 
tion with ‘don’t answers’ on the 
Tums show. It may cause some 
Complications for the bookies. 


Arctic Picture Theatre 
Is A War Casualty 


. Regina, Sask., Jan. 16. 
War has shuttered Canada’s far- 
est north motion picture house. 
enwey up on the rim of the Arctic 
ircle lies Yellowknife, boom gold 
Mining town of 1935-39. Its pop- 
ulation mushroomed to 1,000 in 1938, 

miners, gamblers, 
and others went in by dog team, 
eng and boat. In September 
fre was still plenty of life. Then 
fame war in Europe. 
Today, the population more than 








alf gone, most of Yellowknife is | 


seuttered—and, along with it, 
one film house built there in 
38 by N. Rothstein. 


The punchboard | 


| tinge. 


prospectors | 


holier-than-thou’s was Julian El- 
Coming out of his long re- 
tirement te accept an engagement at 
|the Rendezvous, Hollywood quasi- 
| nitery, Eltinge was forced to submit 
'to the questioning before he was 
| granted a permit to work. Femmes 
| donning trousers in public places of 
lentertainment are also required to 
pass a test. 

Other regulations slapped on nit- 
eries and plain guzzle parlors in- 
clude ban against performance of 
indecent acts or songs, and that no 
performer can come within four 
feet of a patron. - 

More verbotens will be added as 
fast as the moral monitors can think 
them up. 


MARRY, PLAY 4 SHOWS, 
AUDITION ALL IN 1 DAY 


Toy and Wing, Chinese tap dance 
| team, had a tough day Thursday 


r GLP), 
| They were married in the morn- 











| ing, played four performances in the , I 
pro show at the Strand, N. Y., were | Whether the board lopped time, or 
in a recorded radio audition with | 


the| Lou Holtz at the New Amsterdam | 


| roof, N. Y., and finally were hosts 


at a party for friends late that night. 





BANOMEN REBEL 
AT GREASEPAINT 


Girl Singers With Dance 
Orchestras Appear on 
Stage in Schoolgirl Street 
Attire— Okay for Mat- 
inees, But Unshowmanly 
at Night 





OUTRAGED OLDTIMERS 





Leaders and members of dance 
orchestras appearing on film theatre 
stages as entertainers have, in re- 
cent years, been ignoring several 
time-honored rules of professional 
footlight behavior. In _ particular 
the musicians refuse to don grease- 
paint. Very often girl singers with 
such bands work in a schoolgirl skirt 
and sweater and kiddie socks. This 
is okay for the early’ shows, 
when the jitterbugs, who dress that 
way themselves, hang over the bal- 
cony rail. But it is often criticized 
at the night shows, when adult 
patronage ask what has happened to 
girdles, tights and theatrical sex ap- 
peal, 

Also unheard of among the old 
time vaudevillians, who pride them- 
selves on professionalism, has been 
the recent habit of dance band 
leaders to work in the spotlight with 
eye glasses that pick up the glare be- 
sides adding little to personality. 
This practice has been partly de- 
fensible on the’ theory that certain 
leaders, like Harold Lloyd on the 
screen, are ‘trademarked’ by specs. 
Nevertheless most oldtimers would 
never have appeared publicly in 


(Continued on page 40) 





Filmdom’s Best Known 
Convict Quits Nebraska 
Penitentiary In 11. Mos. 





Lincoln, Jan. 16. 


Jules Rachman, regarded as the 
film industry’s best known penal 
case, walks out of the Nebraska state 
pen next Nov. 17. 

Sentence of 15 years for the mur-| 
der of his two cousins and Omaha} 
theatrical biz associates, Harry and | 
Sam Goldberg, was commuted in a! 
split pardon board decision. Both | 
Secretary of State Harry Swanson 
and Attorney General Walter John- 
son favored his freedom, and Gov- 
ernor R. L. Cochran, the dissenter, 
said he felt a judge who gave him 
only 15 years for a dual murder was 
lenient enough. 

Cochran’s feeling was based on the 
fact that, with Rachman’s time off 
for good behavior, he would be free 
to go out of the bastille late in 1941. 





not. 
Rachman went into the Nebraska 
penitentiary on Feb. 13, 1933. 


(Continued »n page 11) 


EW LAZY STAGE HABITS 
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N. Y. Fair Hasn't the Con for Fancy 
Come-Ons, Gibson Tells Showmen 





Hoover Catches Wise 





During the luncheon in New 
York Friday (12), when the the- 
atre end of the Finnish Relief 
Fund drive was launched, for- 
mer President Herbert Hoover 
was surrounded by femme stars, 
including Helen Hayes, Gertrude 
Lawrence, Tallulah Fankhead, 
Katharine Hepburn and Ruth 
Gordon, There were expressions 
to Hoover such as: ‘Oh you can’t 
do that, darling,’ or ‘that would 
be wonderful, honey.’ 

Miss Gordon turned to Hoover 
at one time and explained: ‘Of 
course we talk that way as a 
matter of habit... Whereupon he 
rejoined: ‘What words do you 
use when you really mean it?’ 


—— 





Showmen who have been talking 
to Harvey Gibson, new top exec of 
| the N. Y. World’s Fair, with an eye 
_ to its reopening May 11, have all been 
| brushed off with the statement that 
|the Fair Corp, has no coin to spend 
| for fancy attractions. Talent sellers 
; argue that the Fair’s resumption is 
but 80 days away, but Gibson is 
chiefly concerned with selling ex- 
hibitors on renewals, etc., at least 
for the time being. 

Billy Rose will resume his Aqua- 
cade, although frankly faced with 
the worry of getting something new 
to augment the water carnival. Rose 
has been talking with W. H. Stein, 
Music Corp. of America v.p., who 
was an executive aide at the Frisco 











MALE JURY SETS 
NUDIST FREE 
IN 10 MINS, 


San Antonio, Jan, 16. 

Zorima, billed as ‘Queen of the! 
Nudists,’ tried here in Corporation 
court Wednesday (10) before a jury | 
of six men, was freed in exactly 10) 
minutes after the jury got the case, | 

Dancer and her manager, William | 
McKlosky, were arrested on New| 
Year’s Eve and charged with inde- 
cent exposure. During the trial the} 
arresting officers were asked to show 
the jury how Zorima danced, but re- 
fused on grounds that it would hurt 
their backs. Zorima testified that 
this was the second time she has 
been arrested, the first in Omaha, | 
Neb., and there, too, she was ac- 
quited. 

Failure of two other exponents of 
nudism, accused of indecent exposure 
at the Nite Spot here, to appear in| 
court the same day resulted in the! 
forfeiture of their bonds. They are 
Rosalani Lee Chang and her man-' 











The 


ager, Ruth Beaucaire. Latter was, 
rearrested and let out again on post- 


ing a bond of $100. A warrant was: 


also issued to rearrest Miss Chang. 


MEXICO CITY SLATES 





7-MO. WORLD'S FAIR 





Mexico City, Jan. 16. 

Mexico’s first World’s Fair is to 
open here next Nov. 20 (Revolution 
Day), it is officially announced by 
ex-President Pasual Ortiz Rubio. 
chairman of the exec committee and 
artistic director of the show. Open- 
ing had been originally set for May 5. 

The fair is due to run seven 
months. 


Expo, about combining MCA’s ice 
revue with Rose’s aquatic show. 
Stein, however, has his ice spec set 
for Frisco again (in town, not out at 
Treasure Island) to coincide with the 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion’s reopening May 25. 

Lincoln G. Dickey, g.m. for Rose, 
s meantime the top showman 
at the Fair, under Gibson, who 
has superseded Grover Whalen as 
the No. 1 business executive, being 
chairman of the finance committee. 

Both Frisco and N. Y. Fairs were 
hot last week on the possibility the 
Dionne Quintuplets may become 
available as an attraction, the funds 
to go to the Canadian Government 
commission, the Dionnes and others. 
Reaction from Canada, both official 
and unofficial, questioned the 
chances of the quints leaving Cal- 
lander. 

Gibson favored the Dionnes on the 
site where the now razed Russian 
Pavilion stood. Showmen argued, 
however, that this would be another 
slap at the midway, since it would be 
in the Court of Nations sector, away 
from the amusement belt. 


_ 





DEBS MAY LOSE THEIR 


‘SAFE’ DRINKING SPOT 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

The Embassy Club, hangout for 
Philly’s cafe society, had its liquor 
license revoked Friday (12) by the 
State Liquor Board on the charges 
that drinks were sold after legal 
closing hours. The spot was allowed 
to remain open pending its appeal to 
the Common Pleas Court for an 
overruling of the board’s action, 
skedded to be heard Jan, 26. 

Maxmilian J. Klinger, counsel for 
the Embassy, offered the unique ar- 





{gument to the board that the club 


should be allowed to sell after hours 
‘because it was the only one which 
society matrons allow their de- 
butante daughters to visit.’ 

Herb Smiler, operator of the spot, 
has been packing the place with the 
Main Line and Chestnut Hill set by 
featuring debbies with singing and 


| dancing talent in his floor shows. 
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RKO Reorg Will Wash Up Tomorro 
(Thurs.) at Transfer of Assets Hearing 























Afier seven years, less one week, RKO B’d Creates V. P. 
the Radio Keith Orpheum Corp. has | ony | 
finally arrived at the conclusion of | Post for Wm. Merrill, 
jis stay in the N. Y. Federal Court. Following reorganization of RKO, ' 
Saturday (13) federal judge William’ in which he had an important hand 
Bondy signed an order setting to- as executive assistant to George J. 
morrow (Thursday) as a date for the | schaefer, a vice-presidency has been | 
iurning over of all assets now in the] ereated for William Merrill. The 
hands of Irving Trust, trustee, to the | poard took that action at a meeting 
new company. No opposition is ex-| during the past week, 
pected at that hearing, and a closing} Merrill came into the company 
date, five business days after the| from other fields, including financial 
signing of the order, is set for the| interests, and at one time was a high 
final stages of RKO’s reorganization. executive of the Royal Baking 

Transfer of the assets will consist | powder Co. 
of transfer of all properties, tangible; Board also appointed William H. 
and intangible, except certain cash, | Clark, O. R. McMahon and G. Van 
which will be reserved by the trustee Wagner as assistant treasurers, to- 
for payment of reorganization €x- | gether with J. Miller Walker and 


penses. The order will provide for| Gordon Youngman as asst. secre- 
the turning over of all assets in the | taries, 


hands of Irving Trust, Chemical | 
Bank and Trust Co., Central Hanover | 


Bank and Trust Co., and the City} 

Bank Farmers Trust Co. At closing 

iime (five days after order is signed), 

the trustee, Irving Trust, will be re- 

Sean WR 

junction dating back to June, 1934, | Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
restraining the new company from | RKO As mulling the idea of re- 
disposing or selling any of its assets, Gucing its 1940-41 output to 40 fea- 





Jieved of all its duties and responsi- 
bilities of administrating the prop- 
erty. Possession of assets by the new 
company shall be free and clear from 
control by the court, except in mat- 
ters relevent to the plan. The in- 





PICTURES 
With the Trend 











Hollywood, Jan, 16. 


Hollywood agents are again set- 
ting up London quarters now that 
production is being resumed abroad 
by American companies, 

First out is Harry Ham, who 
clippers to Europe to reopen the 
Myron Selznick branch. there, 


TALK N. Y. FILM 
RELEASE VIA 
COLUMBIA 


Deal is being talked with Columbia 
by Marion Gering for release of two 
films which he will produce in New 
York, in line with Mayor LaGuar- 
dia’s drive to bring picture-making 
east. Christopher J. Dunphy, for- 
merly active in Paramount and 
United Artists affairs, declared last 
week that he hed formed a company 
to finance the two pictures at a total 


cost of about $600,000. Gering is a 
former Paramount and Columbia di- 
rector. 

Stories purchased by Gering are 
‘Bricks Without Straw,’ from the 
novel by Irwin Shaw, and ‘Song on 








Wednesday, January 17, 19.10 








Rabin Cites ‘GWTW' to Justify Steep 


Film Costs; Loew's Re-Elects Directors 


7 








Gene Zukor, Walker Rate 
Full Prod. Status at Par 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Eugene Zukor and Stuart Walker, 
associate producers in the Harold 
Hurley unit at Paramount, were 
upped to full producerships, directly 
responsible to William LeBaron, 
general director of production. 

Zukor’s first assignment on his own 
is ‘Mystery Ship.’ Walker’s is ‘Little 
Shepherd of the Hills.’ 


SEES NO HARM 
70 KIDS IN PIX 


The undue stress placed on the 
alleged influence of motion pictures 
upon children and film censorship 
were strongly criticized by Dr. A. A. 
Brill, psychiatrist, soon after he was 
elected new chairman of the Na- 
tional Board of Review last week. 
Brill succeeds Dr. George W. Kirch- 
wey, who continues as chairman 
emeritus of the board. 


Loew's, Inc., board of directors 
was re-elected with hardly an op. 
position voice raised at the annual 
stockholders meeting held yesterday 
(Tuesday) in New York. Answering 
a lone protest over the amount of 
money put into screen productions, 
J. Robert Rubin, v.p., pointed to 
‘Gone With the Wind’ as an example 
of what the cast, outlay of time, 


money and experience means to the 
boxoffice. He indicated that this 
picture, as a consequence, now prom- 
ises to return an enormous amount 
of revenue, 

Directors re-elected were Nicholas 
M. Schenck, David Bernstein, J, 
Robert Rubin, Joseph R. Vogel, 
David Warfield, Henry Rogers 
Winthrop, John R. Hazel, Leopold 
Friedman, Charles C. Moskowitz, 
George N. Armsby, William A, 
Parker and Al Lightman. 

Rubin explained that common 
dividend payments were less last 
year, even though the report for the 
1938-39 fiscal year showed earnings 








ceding year, because of the Euro- 
pean war threat to revenue. He 
said a conservative policy on divvy 
distributions was considered. best in 
view of the foreign situation. 
Earnings for the first quarter of 





as virtually the same as in the pre-. 


shall be withdrawn. The injunction | 


will stand against creditors or stock- | 
cit . ' program will be lined up next week 


holders who might seek to commence 
any suits against the company, or at- 
iach any of its assets. 

The new company shall pay in full | 
aj] claims previously allowed. At 
closing time the new company shall 


pay the final installment of $50,000 | 


due on its $6,000,000 Gold Note issue. 
The new company will render Irving 


{ 
Trust harmless in all actions in its | 
| 


Capacity as trustee that might be 


reserving $20,000 to be used for ex- 
penses, 

Irving Trust and its counsel shall 
continue to have access to the books 
of RKO and is granted a prior lien 
on the estate for the payment of al- 
Jowances and administration ex- 
penses. The trustee shall wipe out 
$626,000 of gold notes due July 1, 
1936, and 16,437 shares of common of 
RKO. 

All 


started against it, with Irving | 


applications for allowances 


must be filed with the court within | 


40 days from the entry of the order. 

The court will reserve jurisdiction 
to fix and direct payment of adminis- 
tration expenses and allowances, ad- 
judication of claims, entry of final 


decree, adjudication to the rights of” 


claims, discharge of the debtor, and. 
jn general, any matters relevent io 
the plan. : 

As decided at a board of directors 
meeting last December, 128,170 shares 
of full paid and non-assessable shares 
of 6% preferred stock will be issued 
and 2,253,200 shares of full paid and 
non assessable shares of common. 

Option warrants will entitle hold- 
ers to purchase 2,559,573 shares of 
common. The Bankers Trust Co. is 
designated as the agent to carry out 
the issuing of the securities. Holders 
of $1,118,500 of 6% Gold Notes and 
the $11,600,000 of 10 year 6% gold 


notes shall receive 128,170 shares of | 
and 600.969 


% preferred stock 
shares of common, on a basis of one 
share of preferred and five of com- 


mon for €ach $100 of notes and de- 


bentures now held. 

With respect to $557,774 principal 
emount of notes and debentures. 
holders have elected to receive .43 
jn a share of preferred in lieu of the 
one share of common. Rockefeller 
Center will receive 400,000 shares of 
common, and holders of general un- 
secured allowed claims, totaling 
$8,222,699, will receive 822,270 shares 
of common. Holders of 2,577,555 


shares of common stock of the Mary-; After conferences with Freeman’ pone the viewing until that evening. | 


Yand Corp. will receive 426596 of 
common. The total number of shares 


ic be issued is 8,130,000, 130,000. par | 


value $100 a share, of 6% preferred 
stock, and 8,000,000 $1 common. The 


6% preferred will receive dividends ' 
payable quarterly at the rate of $6) 


® share per annum. When ali the 


preferred is paid at this ratio, the | 
common may receive a dividend. The | 


' 


| 


tures, following the lead of Para- 
mount, Metro and 20th-Fox. New 
the arrival 


following of prexy 


'George Schaefer and Ned Depinet 


for studio huddles, 

Meanwhile Harry Edington, new 
executive producer, is pruning the 
studio’s list of story properties. 


WB EXECS CONVERGING 








Making stops in the south to hu 


dle on sales matters, Grad Sears 


reached New York from the Coast | 
He will be followed | 


| Monday (15). 
| next Monday (22) by Jack L. War- 
/ner, Pat O’Brien and probably Sam 
| Schneider, WB h.o. executive, for 


| discussions in the east relating to} 


; production for the balance of this 

season as well as for 1940-41. 

, Charlie Einfeld came on by train 
Friday (12) to set campaigns on 

| forthcoming releases. Joe Bernhard, 


Warners theatre head, got in earlier | 
in the week after Coast conferences, ' 


flying. 

Harry Kalmenson, h.o. division 
manager over the west and south, 
now in San Francisco on the Sears 
sales drive and other related mat- 
ters, is expected back in a week 
or so, 


Bischoff Walks on WB 





Contract & Mos. Early Propesitioning Harold Lloyd to re- 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 


Sam Bischoff called off his pro- , have offered $50,000 for the screen 
ducer contract at Warners and left rights provided Lloyd takes the top 


for a Florida vacation. 
Pact had eight months to go. 





Freeman Delayed 





Unable to leave the Coast Friday 


| (12), as planned, Y. Frank Freeman | 
| postponed his departure for a week | Waste time. 
(22) for, York from the Coast Saturday (13) 
with | Morning to see the legiter, ‘World 
Barney Balaban, Stanton L. Griffis | We Make,’ in which she will star on | 
and others. He will be accompanied the screen. 
| by Cliff Lewis, who’s coming on to, tickets for Saturday (13) matinee 
advertising - exploitation | performance, but couldn’t and was | 


| and 
h.o. 


is due east Monday 
Paramount conferences 


\discuss 

| plans with Bob Gillham. 

| are over, Balaban plans going down 
' to Florida for a brief vacation. 


Your Bugles,’ by Eric Knight. sege- | Dr. Brill termed the majority of 
tiations are now underway on a stu- | statements concerning the effect of 


in the Bronx and Eastern Service in | say and false belief based upon un- 
Astoria being mentioned. Gering! scientific research.’ 
said he hoped to start shooting about | ship, the new National Board of Re- 


the end of March. | view chairman said it was not neces- 
Despite efforts of Mayor LaGuar- sary because the average person 


dia to bring production east, at least | knows right from wrong and conse- 
two films which were slated last fall | quently has the capacity to be his 
to be made in New York appear cer- | gown censor. 

tain to have been eliminated for this| Pe praised the National Board of 
season. They are ‘Angela Is 22,’| Review's opposition to censorship, 











FOR HUDDLES IN N. Y.'2, ors" garded b> Jack skibal and said ne was expeciaty interested 
| 


in lending his support to attempts in | 


|the Eastern Service Studios, As-/ teaching film appreciation to chil- 


g-|toria, and ‘Listen Luella,’ planned | dren, 


| by Harold Orlob for shooting at the | 
| Fox-Movietone plant in Manhattan. 





| 1 
Wildberg and Skirball found it im- FLEISCHER-PAR HUNT 
| film for eastern production, although | 
|they were guaranteed by Columbia | 
'a result, Skirball. has joined the While Paramount and Max Flefs- 
| Frank Lloyd unit currently work- cher have settled on plans for the 


| Possible to satisfactorily cast their 

2D CARTOON SUBJECT 
| for a series of New York-mades, As | —_— 
‘ing on ‘Tree of Liberty’ at Colum- production by Fleischer of a second 


| bia on the Coast and has inked an/cartoon feature, the subject matter | 


A half dozen 
stories and ideas are being mulled, 

Orlob, who made ‘Third of a Na- | including Mother Goose material 
tion’ in New York last year, 


j agreement to continue on four or | is still up in the air. 
| five more to be made by Lloyd. 





been unable to get a release deal. ' gestions for originals. 
ilast week discussing plans’ with 
Paramount, has returned to Miami, 


PAR WANTS LLOYD where his studio: was so rushed on 
|. POR MALE AMMA eS, Oo Dee on 


, shorts production fell behind, though 

a backlog of briefies made it possi- 

ble for Par not to skip release. 
Budgeted at $500,000, cost of ‘Gul- 


. i €- liver’ ran over $1,000,000 largely be- 
sume his acting career as star in cause of the speedup. 


bw oe ee on the | 
| Broadway stage. Studio is said to’... , 
Winnie Sheehan Stays 
At M-G After ‘Florian’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Winfield Sheehan is continuing on 
the Metro lot as a producer, although 
. Norma Shearer’s Quickie his contract called for only one pic- 
ture, ‘Florian,’ now in the final edit- 
ing stages. 

Producer has four more yarns in 
preparation. 


E. Riskin Leaves Col. 


Hollywood, Jan, 16. 
Everett Riskin checks off the Co- 
She'll return to the Coast tomor- lumbia lot next month when his pro- 
row (Thursday). | ducer contract expires. 
| Understood he contemplates pro- 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 


| Paramount is understood to be 





role. 

Currently Lloyd is under commit- | 
‘ment as a non-acting producer on 
one picture at RKO. 








Norma Shearer is not 
She arrived 


one to 
in New 





She attempted to 4 





chagrined at being forced to post- | 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


ducing as an indie. 


SAILINGS 


Jan. 15 (Genoa to New York) 
Frances Day (Manhattan). 








Jan. 12. (West Indies Cruise) Mr. 
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dio for the filming, with Biograph | motion pictures on children as ‘hear- | 


As to censor-'| 


has |and Baron Munschausen, plus sug- | 


Fleischer, who was in New York | 





ithe new fiscal year, covering Sep- 
tember, October and November, 
1939, will be considerably below the 
|comparable quarter of 1938, it was 
stated. 


SAX WINDS UP WITH 
WB AFTER 12 YEARS 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Sam Sax, until recently general 
| production chief for Warners in 
| England, ertded his association with 
| the company after 12 years. He had 
| returned to Hollywood when the war 
broke out and expected to go back 
, to London to resume production, but 
the company's plans over there are 
indefinite, 

Before going abroad, Sax was 
production chief for the Vitagraph 
studio in Brooklyn. He has been 
making pictures for 25 years. 

















L.A. TO N. Y. 


Marion Balderston. 
Pandro Berman, 
Sam Bischoff. 
William Boyd. 
Harry Brand, 
Leighton Brill. 
Sam Brownstein. 
Val Burton 

Lon Chaney, Jr, 
John Cromwell. 
Jane Darwell 
Ralph Dietrich. 
Howard Dietz. 
Annemarie Ewing. 
Clifford Goldsmith. 
Nat Goldstone. 
Miriam Hopkins, 
Talbot Jennings. 
Ben Kalmenson. 
Hedy Lamarr. 
Sidney Lanfield. 
Arthur Lake, 
Frank Lloyd. 
Gene Markey 

Al Melnick. 

Louis Meltzer, 
Ona Munson. 

Joe Penner. 

Al Rinker. 
Edward G.: Robinson. 
William N. Robson, 
Tommy Rockwell. 
Artie Shaw. 

Harry: Stradling. 
Terry Turner. 
Alice Thompson, 
Pat Van Cleve. 
Bob Webb. 
William Wellman. 
Crane Wilbur. 
Andrew Weinberger. 





N.Y. TO L.A. 


Lucille Ball. 

Earl Carroll. 

Dave Chasen. 

C. E. Erickson. 

Mr. and Mrs, Jack Kapp. 
Anita Louise. 

Dee Lowrance. 

Lee Patrick. 

Cliff Reid. 





i , M. J. Siegel. 


Norma Shearer. 
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U.S. Wants First Crack at Bioff On 
$85,000 Tax Rap: IA Ouster Demanded 








Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
Government officials here want to 
try Willie Bioff on an $85,000 income 
tax rap before he is extradited to 
Chicago to complete a six-months 
jail sentence on a pandering convic- 
tion. They indicated it would be 
possible to readjust the United 
States District Court calendar and 

up trial. 

ee inte pointed out that it was 
customary where a defendant is 
charged with more tham one crime 
to first try him on the most serious 
one. They stated that if convicted 
on the tax evasion charge, Bioff 
would face a much longer sentence 
than the one for which he is now 
wanted in Chicago. Definite deci- 
sion on procedure, however, will be 
made by the Department of Justice 
in Washington. 
In the meantime, Bioff is at liberty 
on $5,000 surety bond. The indict- 
ment carries two counts, each of 
which is punishable by a maximum 
sentence of five years and $10,000 
fine. Bioff also furnished $1,000 
bond on the charge that he is a 
fugitive from Chicago. A requisi- 
tion for his return to Illinois has 
already been signed by . Governor 
Henry Horner and is now before 
Governor Culbert Olson for ap- 
proval. The latter is certain to hold 
a hearing on the request before an- 
nouncing his decision. 
The first count of the federal in- 
dictment alleges that Bioff swore his 
income in 1936 was only $5,720 and 
that he paid a tax of $105.92. It is 
claimed that his actual income was 
$33,573.25, and that he defrauded the 
Government of $4,384.93 in taxes. 
In his return, Bioff stated his only 
income was salary received from the 
IATSE. 

Charge $80,057 Fraud in '37 
The second count covers Bioff’s 
income for 1937. The indictment al- 
leges that Bioff reported his income 
as only $7,305 and that he paid a tax 
of $193. The Government insists 
that Willie’s take for the year was 
$176,416.38 and that he defrauded the 
Government of $80,057.41 in taxes. 
In 1937 Bioff listed his income as 
$5,830 received in salary from the 


(Continued on page 54) 


HORNER RAPS | 
BIOFF ‘DELAY 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Extradition of Willie Bioff from 
California was formally requested 
by Gov. Henry Horner, of Illinois, 
who requisitioned for the return of 
Bioff to serve the remainder of a 
&ix- month sentence for pandering 
for which he was convicted 17 years 
ago. 

Gov. Horner, in signaturing the 
requisition, stated that the delay in 
bringing back Bioff was without ex- 
Cuse or explanation, and also that 
the grand jury should seek to find 
out why and how such delay oc- 
curred. 

In his statement, the governor 
also found that ‘the best interests of 
society require that he should be re- 
turned to this state for the purpose 
of Satisfying the judgment of con- 
Viction against him in the Mu- 
Nicipal Court of Chicago.’ Gov. Hor- 
ner also stated that the plea of re- 
bilitation could not hold ‘in view 











od the fact that the defendant in 
ys case was convicted in Illinois 
a crime, has not served his sen- 
ence, and that the defendant him- 
a has made no satisfactory ex- 
Planation as to why this sentence 
Was not served.’ 
t Owever, there is the likelihood 
st the federal authorities may get 
inal call on Bioff on an income tax 
r Ictment returned against him in 
“098 Angeles last week. Authorities 
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Pressure on Bioff 





Reports are making the labor 
rounds that Willie Bioff is plan- 
ning to drop out of the picture, 
but to pull strings behind the 
curtain with a frontman to make 
‘retirement look genuine.’ 
Move is said to be a maneuver to 
head off the clamor of the rank 
and file for his scalp until he can 
clear himself of the Government 
and Illinois raps. 

Chicago mob is said to feel 
that Bioff is a heavy liability to 
crafts in present predicament 
and they are all for him drop- 
ping into the shadows until it 
blows over. There have been no 
petitions for his removal locally, 
due to fear of reprisals, but a 
quiet move is afoot to force his 
retirement. Understood that if 
heavy pressure is successful, Job 
will fall to Mever Lewis, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor inter- 
national rep. 


Gee ee 











COST SET AT 
$1,750,000 


Budget of $1,500,000 has been set 
up for filming ‘The American Way,’ 
Harry M. Goetz, who will produce it 
in association with Max Gordon, de- 
clared Monday (15). He said pro- 
duction cost will be in line with the 
$250,000 price—one of the highest in 
industry history—paid for the film 
rights to the legiter of last season. 
Frederic March and Florence El- 
dridge, who had leads in the play, 
will very possibly have the same 
parts in the film, Goetz said. 

Goetz and Gordon are currently 
working on the screen-play with 
John Twist, who is doing the actual 
writing. Twist, scribbler for RKO, 
which will release the film, came to 
New York last week for the task. 
First writing is expected to take 
about six weeks, after which Goetz, 
Gordon and Twist will likely ad- 
journ to the Coast for polishing pre- 
paratory to spring production. Anti- 
Nazi angle in the play will be writ- 
ten out, or almost out, Goetz said, 
in favor of emphasis on the Ameri- 
can success story and emancipation 
of womanhood. 





‘AMERICAN WAY. 
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SE CHANNELS TIGHTEN 








FINANGING NOT 
THE PROBLEM 


Most Companies Already 
Clogged With Outside 
Producer Deals — Indie 
Productions Finding It 
Tough to Get Major 
Release 





FEWER ’40-41 FILMS 





Financing for film production in 
this country has become as easy as 
shooting fish in a rain-barrel, in- 
formed sources declare, but getting 
release for outside product is now 
tougher than ever before, with major 
companies tightening up severely on 
any deals to load programs beyond 
what they themselves make, or, in 
framing a season’s schedule, have 
arranged for with various producers 
in advance. 

Since most financing by independ- 
ent film-makers seeking major out- 
let is conditional upon obtaining re- 
lease prior to the production of the 
picture or pictures, it is predicted 
that not one-tenth of the films which 
are being discussed for the coming 
year, including those inspired by | 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s campaign | 
to develop studio activity in-the east, | 
will be made. This is based partly | 
on the fact that financing is easily | 
available, but almost always only if 
a major promises to distribute the 
finished product, and partly on the 
fact that virtually every company 
has no more room for outsiders. | 

The distributors ordinarily won't ; 
make deals for release of outside- | 
made films until the product has 
been completed and may be seen. | 
This is almost always the case ex-' 
cept where the major distributor | 
aids in the financing when release ; 
becomes a matter basically of pro- | 
tecting the company’s own invest- | 
ment. For the current (1939-40) | 
season very little financing is being 
obtained from the majors on pic-| 
tures that are being made on a so-' 
called independent basis. | 


Fewer Pix, Higher Costs 


Another angle serving to discour- 
age majors from making release; 
deals with outsiders traces to the} 
fact that if a company schedules 
a program of 60 features, but only | 
makes 40 of these itself, getting 
the balance from the outside, the| 
proportion of permanent studio} 
overhead is higher per picture, since | 
the whole amount has to be spread 
over 40 instead of 60 films. More-| 
over, the distrib is always taking a, 
gamble on anything made outside its | 


(Continued on page 54) ! 





dustry, as presently organized. 





trade statutes. 


dustry. 








it Chicago were of the opinion that 


erej : ; : : 
rise a prior claim against Bioff 








der the circumstances, 


he Government will be able to ex- | 


Neely bill, outlawing block-booking of films, 
and the U. S. Government civil action undcr 
anti-trust laws against the major motion pic- 
ture companies and independent theatre cir- 
cuits, are serious threats against the film in- 


One is an attempt to regulate business prac- 
tices, which have evolved through a quarter of 
a century of development, by the force of leg- 
islation. The other is legal prosecution for al- 
leged violations of anti-trust and restraint of 
Both are weapons of govern- 
ment which, if successful in their purpose, will 
change completely the structure of the film in- 


As for the anti-trust suit, avowed intention 
of which is to divorce ownership and operation 
of theatres from producer-distributors, the le- 
gal phases to be thrashed out are complex and 
Bd Aan the layman’s capacity to understand. 

If theatres are going to have new landlords an’ 


films. 
possessed, and 


Upon the out- 


come of these two issues the whole future 
course of the business will depend. 


How come 
confronted by 
and Departme 
high-priced firn 


itself. All that 
lizing of month 


as much claim 
of film patrons 


some fast and 


what-1s-on- tre 


but how and by whom no one seems to know. | 


the answer. The business—that is to say the 
men who run it—has brought its troubles on 


mon sense reasoning and planning, the indus- | 
try will turn over also. 
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UA Adds Gabriel Pascal as Producer: 
Talks Deals With Stahl, Capra-Riskin 





Only Us McCoys 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Apache Indians are the only 
actors in Apache Productions, 
recently organized by Del Fra- 
zier, who formerly produced 
shorts for Warner release. 

New company will make two 
full-length features, ‘E-Wa-Ta’ 
and ‘Hiawatha,’ both in Arizona. 


M-G LOOKS HOT 
FOR PHILLY 
STORY 


Warner Brothers as well as Metro 
have been active in attempts to ob- 
'tain film rights to ‘The Philadelphia 
| Story,’ it was learned this week. It 
'is understood that WB had actually 
made a tentative agreement of pur- 
chase several weeks ago, but have 
Since backed out. 

Dea! for buy by Metro now ap- 
pears imminent, with: contracts re- 
portedly being drawn up. Price is 
$175,000 and will include the serv- 
ices of Katharine Hepburn as top- 
liner. Miss Hepburn, star of the le- 
git version, owns the film rights, 
having paid author Philip Barry $30,- 
000 plus royalties shortly after the 
show opened. Length of wait before 
filming can start—one of principle 
hurdles in path of agreement—it is 
understood has been finally set as 
one year. Show will tour for at 
least part of that time. 


SELZNICK SHUTS OFF 
PROD. UNTIL APRIL 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Selznick - International, finished 
with its 1939-40 program, has closed 
down until April 1, with only a 
skeleton crew remaining on the lot. 

During the shutdown, David O. 
Selznick will prepare a story for 
Ingrid Bergman, Swedish star. 
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H’wood Press Grows 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
List of studio press correspondents, 
accredited by the Will Hays office, 
increased more than 20% in the last 
three months. 


Current number is 386, as against | 


321 in October. 


MINORITIES BITE BACK. _ 


new operators they are still going to need good 
If present owners are going to be dis- 


the law cf the land so reads, | 


then it must be assumed that by some hocus- | 
pocus they will be satisfactorily compensated, | 





that the industry suddenly is 
this dual enigma of Neely bill 
it Gf Justice prosecution? No 
1 of lawyers is needed to supply 





is happening now is a crystal- | 
s and years of neglect to protect | 


minorities within the industry, who have just | 


to life, liberty and the pursuit | 
as the dominant majority. 


The worm has turned, and unless there is/! 


of ‘ 
shifty action, some good com- | 
| 


And no one knows |! 
other side. t 


~ A —— 


Gabriel Pascal, British producer- 
director, becomes United Artists’ 12th 
active producer under a three-year 
exclusive termer inked with the 
company last Friday (12). Signing 
followed lengthy trans-Atlantic ne- 
gotiations and marked the second 
addition to UA’s roster in two weeks, 
contract having been recently con- 
cluded with James Roosevelt. 

Further UA additions are still in 
the wind, with John Stahl due in 
New York Monday (22) for confabs 
on a deal with Murray Silverstone, 
UA chief. Negotiations are virtually 
completed, too, with the Capra-Ris- 
kin unit. 

Addition of Pascal ties up with the 
desire of Alexander Korda to work 
in Hollywood. Korda, a producer- 
owner of UA, has been making the 
company’s quota pix in England. He 
has long been anxious to produce in 
the United States, but the wish has 
been stymied by quota demands. 
Last week a top UA exec indicated 
it is ‘90% certain’ that Korda will 
transfer his base from London to 
Hollywood. It is understood that 
Korda was active in arranging the 
deal with Pascal so the latter can 
sub for him in case the English 
Board of Trade refuses to change 
quota restrictions despite the war. 

In at least the first two of Pascal’s 

films he will continue the associa- 
tion begun with George Bernard 
Shaw when he turned out filmiza- 
tion of the latter’s ‘Pygmalion’ for 
Metro release in 1938. First picture, 
to be made in England, is Shaw’s 
‘Major Barbara.’ Wendy Hiller, who 
had the lead in ‘Pyg’ opposite Leslie 
Howard, will be in it, as will Rob- 
ert Morley, who appeared in ‘Oscar 
Wilde,’ legiter, in New York last 
season. 
Pascal’s second production will be 
selected from among three Shaw 
works, ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ ‘The 
Devil’s Disciple’ and ‘Caesar and 
Cleopatra.’ Whether it will be made 
in England or Hollywood depends 
on what changes are made in the 
quota provisions. 


UA’s Active Producers 


UA active list now includes David 
O. Selznick, Charles Chaplin, Sam- 
uel Goldwyn (according to UA, but 
not according to Goldwyn), Walter 
Wanger, Sol Lesser, Ernst Lubitsch, 
Edward Small, Hal Roach and David 
Loew, in addition to Roosevelt and 
(Continued on page 23) 
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FILMS, RADIO DIFFER IN EMOTIONAL 
REACTION TO WHAT RESEARCH’ IMPLIES 





Radio Sponsors, Agencies Find It a Necessity — 
Film Showmen State the Only Thing Necessary 


Is Good Product 





By BOB LANDRY | Wood, secretary of the Independent 
as ‘ | Theatre Owners of Ohio. It reads: 

Last week's story in VARIETY | Columbus, Ohio. 
apropos the possibility of the motion My dear General: 
picture industry doing some ‘re-| ‘I have just nes — the 
3 P ious article on page three of the January 
ae vagpreoenspand , wives |10th Variety in which it is stated 
reactions, chief among t snc ‘that your association is contem- 
a. A general flutter of excitement plating a survey to ascertain why 
and interrogation among the pro-| people are not attending the movies 

fessional organizations equipped to in larger numbers. ; 

k vevys. There was a great, | ‘I cannot conceive that there is any 
— . a * | truth to the rumor because the rea- 
burning wish to know who was, OF | cons are so apparent that it would 
might be, the key men in any such | be a wanton waste of money to make 
activities. |such a survey, for surely you must 

b. The Will Hays organization | be convinced of the fact that the 
was not pleased at being, inevitably, | real reasons for people staying away 
the telephonic point of gravity. ‘from our box-offices can be traced 

c. Sundry personages and organ- ;to two _sources:—mediocre pictures 
fzations immediately disliked the | 29d radio and other competition. 
whole idea as a grandiose waste of | ‘Let us first dwell on the second 








Nother ‘Lynton’ Appeal 





: : . Practically every night in 
money, a red herring to divert at- | reason : : 8 
tention from evils they deemed ‘too | the week motion picture Stars are 
obvious to need proof.’ | broadcasting and the fact is heavily 
Meantime the Variety yarn brings _advertised in the newspapers. This 
to the fore the whole theme of ‘re- | iS especially true of the Gulf pro- 
search’ as a method of finding out 874M on Sunday nights, regarding 
things that might, or might not, be | (Continued on page 20) 
useful in providing solutions to the | — 
many vexing industry problems now, | e 
and for some time past, besetting the | St. Louts IATSE Local 
sprocket biz. The radio industry, as 
the closest paralleling popular amuse- | 
ment, has played a part in fostering | Cuts Costs and Dues 
the whole notion of taking surveys | —_— 
of how people think, what they like, | St. Louis, Jan. 16. 
why they act or why they fail to act.| John P, Nick, ousted head of In- 
Various radio research personages ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
are known tg have had several inter Stage Employes, Local 13. drew 
; ,. , salary o per wee rom the 
rng epg nl son ee _local’s treasurer, while his business 
A. is is | agent, Clyde A. Weston, paid him- 
pi oe ped | self $225 a week from union's funds, 
Anh , : ~ \it was learned last week when an- 
ringing and ng ng seer pe a |nouncement that dues of members 
the whole, too, they found the film would be reduced because of a re- 
posal, that the tabulated opinions of a | Sita.” Wares eng ie 
hundred thousand George Spelvins ! heen paying $30 a year, plus 5% 
would necessarily provide valuable | now will pay $30 a year ‘plus 34 wks 
answers. Good films, said the film; he ques slicing was voted by 
ee union members at a recent meeting 
vey can provide a fool-proot system and approved by Circuit Judge Ern, 
for these functions. It doesn’t take a Westen test April 
survey to know a picture is bad. : ; 
Your nose knows. So said the, 
skeptical film men. 
Doorbells vs. Crvstals 
Doorbell-ringing for the purpose 
of quizzing the public directly is 
more congenial to radio because of 
the advertising agency influence 
dominant in that field, and because 


Federal judge Murray Hulbert in 
N. Y. Monday (15) granted an appli- 


usual head of a film producing or- ‘Circuit court of appeals from a de- 
ganization, a showman by training or CiSion of the federal court last Oc- 
instinct. On the contrary, the sponsor ‘ber, granting them $3,170 as their 
is usually an expert in merchan- Share of the profits of the exhibition 
dising, an amateur and an outsider °f ‘Letty Lynton’ (Metro) at the Cap- 
in entertainment, as such. In enter- ‘0! theatre. The decision was based 
tainment he wants to be reassured 0" One-sixth of the net profits of 
‘by surveys, whereas the typical the run of the film. 

showman Sheldon and Miss Barnes claim 


scorns surveys as silly ' : 
little exercise for schoolboys. they are entitled to the full profits 
This matter of ‘research’ dis- | °f the exhibition, but the federal 


tinguishes the two chief pop enter- court ruling was made in conformity 
tainments of the day, one from the W!th a previous decision of the cir- 
other. In general, the film business CUit court. Loew’s, Inc., and its sub- 


values and prizes judgment, inspira- “!4iaries had been found guilty of | 
tion, the creative spark and thinks Pla@giarizing their play, ‘Dishonored | 


grosses react automatically. The Lady’ in ‘Letty Lynton.’ 
crystal-gazer, complete with turban 
and surrounded by framed pictures | 
of electric signs showing former 
successes cleaning up on Broadway,, Harold Lloyd was xami . 
is a plausible and intelligent concept fore trial weadey ie) in Eee, 
of showmanship in operation to the pursuant to an order of New York 
film man. Whereas it makes the Federal Judge Murray Hulbert. 
radio sponsor, the advertising Examination was in connection with 
agency, the network  tabulator a $75,000 plagiarism action by Wil- 
shudder. The radio story is told in ‘liam Jordan Rapp and Lowell Bren- 
percentages, the film story in box- tano against Lloyd. 

office receipts. Actor-producer also was required 


Of course, neither industry is un- | ‘ 
’ . I- 'to pay reasonable expenses’ of the 
Influenced by the other. Radio plaintiffs’ attorney in connection 


quickly admits. and in fact assidu- j i ; 
ously seeks out. the confirmation of pie a pagal aiiaasal 
the film boxoffice as a warranty 
a for stars, plays and ideas. (Ad- 
vertising agencies constantly check : ) 
VarieTy b.o. grosses, for oxempie.) Suit Vs. Henie Upheld 
In reverse, however, the present. New York supreme court justice 
day film studio guessers are quick to Louis A. Valente Thursday (11) de- 
appreciate anything or anybody that nied an application by Sonja Henie 
bears the stamp of success as estab- to dismiss an action against her for 
lished in the popularity measure- $92,000 by Dennis R. Scanlan. 
ments of the Cooperative Analysis of | Of the sued for amount, $90,000 
Broadcasting (the much-discussed | is claimed on basis of a contract 
C.A.B. or Crossley Survey). | whereby Scanlan claims he was em- 
Typical of the reactions of show- ployed as Miss Henie’s personal rep- 
men to a survey of the public by the | resentative at 15% of her earnings. 
film industry is this letter, sent to! An accounting is also sought on fu- 
Will Hays personally, from P. J. ture earnings. 





Quiz Harold Lloyd 





cation of Edward Sheldon and Mar- | 
the program sponsor is not, like the 8atet Ayer Barnes to appeal to the| 





Keeping Up With Joneses 





New Orleans, Jan. 16. 

Allan Jones got a nice laugh 
and also a nice hunk of free 
press space in connection with 
his New Orleans concert Sun- 
day (14). Jones arrived in New 
Orleans to be greeted with the 
headline in the New Orleans 
Item that ‘Jones Appeals to U.S.’ 
and right smack underneath the 
streamer head was a two-column 
picture of the singer. Next 
morning Tribune caught up the 
accidental makeup of the Item 
and printed a 300-word story on 
it. 

Headline actually referred to 
Sam Jones, gubernatorial candi- 
date. who had appealed to U.S. 
Justice Dept. for supervision of 
state democratic primary. 


CRAWFORD, MARCH AS 
TOPPERS IN ‘SUSAN’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Shifting of casting gears at Metro 
brings Joan Crawford up as co- 
starrer with Fredric March _ in 
‘Susan and God,’ replacing Greer 
Garson, who has been assigned to 
|the top role in ‘Pride and Preju- 
i dice,’ previously indicated for Norma 
Shearer. 

Miss Shearer is slated to star in 
the recently purchased Sidney 
|Kingsley play, ‘The World We 
| Make.’ 


| LaVerre’s 506 Suit Vs. 




















New York supreme court justice 
Charles McLaughlin Friday (12) re- 
stored a $50,000 action of William 
LaVerre against Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures, Inc., to the calendar. Action 
had been dismissed in February, 
1938, in the supreme court, but the 
court of appeals reversed the dis- 
missal and ordered a new trial. 

La Verre claims that he was em- 
ployed in September, 1932, to write 








| side Manner,’ produced under that 
| title by the company, and for the 
j} actress, ‘The Fated Woman,’ pro- 
| duced as ‘Gambling Lady.’ He was 
| not paid for either, which he claims 
| to be worth $25,000 each. 


Zanuck Research Head 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Darryl F. Zanuck was named 
chairman of the Research Council of 
Academy of Motion Picture Aris and 
Sciences to direct the co-operative 
technical program of the Council for 
1940. 

Other members are John Aalberg, 
RKO; Bernard Brown, Universal; 
Farcoit Eduait, Paramount; FE. H. 
Hansen, 20th-Fox; Nathan Levinson, 














WB Back on Calendar | operator Pagel independent | Suburban. 


original stories for Warren William | 
;}and Barbara Stanwyck. For the 
| actor he claims he wrote ‘The Bec- | 
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Lone Ranger, Inc., 
Wins Injunction 
Versus Republic 


Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe in 
New York Monday (15) handed 
down an opinion, in which he 
granted the application of The Lone 
Ranger, Inc., for a temporary in- 
junction against Republic Produc- 
tions, Inc. Suit seeks $10,000 dam- 
ages and a permanent injunction, 

The present application sought in- 
junctions on three counts, two of 
which were granted. The first will 
restrain Republic from interfering 
with Lone Ranger's - negotiations 
with other producers for the film 
production of its serial, and declares 
that Republic has no right in the 
third serial. It was disclosed that 
negotiations are underway with Uni- 


ANTI-TRUST 
APPEAL 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16, 

Appeal of the major distributors 
against Judge William H. Kir,. 
patrick’s decision last November, 
which found them guilty of vio. 
lating anti-trust acts, skedded to be 


heard in U. S. District Court of Ap. 
peals yesterday (Monday), was post. 
poned because of illness of Morris 
Wolf, counsel for the defendants 
Arguments on the appeal will be 








versal. The second application, which heard instead on Friday 119), jf 
was denied, sought an injunction | wolf’s condition improves. ; 
against the release of the second Judge Kirkpatrick's ruling was 


serial made by Republic, on the 


4 1€ | made in an action brought b 
grounds that it was not finished in BNnt by own. 


ers of the Landis theatre, Vineland, 


time. ;, N.'J., indie, The Landis charged all 
The third, which was granted, pre-|the major distributors and the 
vents Republic, which is making 


Warner Bros. circuit with alleged g: 
conspiracy to give preference to the 
chain’s theatres over the indie, 
Heads of all the local major ex. 
changes were served with subpoenas 
over the weekend to insure their ap. 
pearance at the = anti-trust suit 
brought by Harry Fried, operator of 


‘The Lone Texas Ranger,’ from ex- 
ploiting that film in any way which 
might deceive exhibitors or the 
public into believing it to be a con- 


tinuation of the ‘Lone Ranger’ series. 
three Main Line theatres, skedded to 


RKO, U Ask Dismissal be heard in U. S. District Court 
Of Lenrose’s 1506 Sait," suit was filed more than a 


year ago by Fried, who charged nine 
major distribs and Warner Bros. cir- 
cuit with alleged monopolistic prae- 
tices in the matter of clearance to 
the detriment of his houses. Fried 
asserted in his petition that he could 
not obtain films for his Suburban, 

















The first answers in the triple 
damage action of the Lenrose Amuse. 
Corp., against the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors Assn. 
and all the major film companies, 

os ee r our 
a ng ab as ane Eee Be in Ardmore, until 30 days after the 
tures, Inc., and Universal Pictures rival WB Ardmore either accepted 
Corp. The answers consist of a gen- | Or rejected them. He also declared 
jeral denial of all charges and re- | he could not get product for the Se- 











quests for dismissal of the action. | Ville, in Bryn Mawr, and the An- 
damages of | thony Wayne, in Wayne, Pa.. until 
that Lenrose, | Seven days after the pix played the 


| Suit seeks triple 


| theatre, was put out of business by | Fried claimed he uses 350 features 
'being deprived of product by the ; ® year at his three houses to the 180 
' defendants. shown annually by the Ardmore. 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. Vita- ROACH CUTS TO FOUR 
PIX FOR *40-41 SLATE 


graph, Inc., and United Artists Corp., | 
added their denials to the charges. | 
Hollywood, Jan, 16. 
Hal Roach is reorganizing his proe 


| 
The action was dropped as to Metro | 
‘duction setup, with a reduced ouiput 
|for the 1940-41 program. Outlook js 


Pictures Corp. and Metro Distrib- | 
uting Corp., through the filing of a | 
stipulation of discontinuance. 
|four pictures, two to be produced and 

| directed personally by Roach, and 

New York supreme court justice , two to be turned over to Lewis Mile- 
Samuel Hofstadter Thursday (11) | Stone. His 1939-40 schedule called 
| granted an application of Columbia | for nine, 





{ 








Merge Columbia Suits 





Pictures, Inc., and consolidated five| , Five of these are completed, ine 
stockholders’ actions against the _— Of Mice and Men.’ “The 
|company, its officers and directors. Housekeeper’s Daughter,’ ‘1,000,000 


|The minority stockholders are Betty B. C.’ and two Laurel-Hardy comics. 


; Davis, Benedetto La Presti, Samuel 

| Shapse, Sadie and Jennie Britton. 

| The plaintiffs were given 30 days 
to file an amended complaint, and 
the defendants 30 days thereafter to 

| answer, 





Niven’s Enlistment 
Burns Sam Goldwyn 


| 
a 2 Cable received by Sam Goldwyn 
Vivien Leigh, Taylor Duo | in New York last week from repre- 


| . . ° . 
° 9. SUIT 9 sentative in London, informing him 
| Star in MG Ss Waterloo ; that David Niven had joined the 
| British army, had the producer hop- 
ping mad. He estimated he has $500, 








Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
| Robert Taylor gets the co-star job 


DELAY PHILLY: 


{with Vivien Leigh in ‘Waterloo 


000 tied up in stories and production 


Warners; John Livedary, Columbia; | Bridge,’ which rolls this week at ,for future Niven films. Sequel to 


T. T. Moulton, Samuel Goldwyn; | Metro with Mervyn LeRoy directing. | ‘Raffles,’ currently in release, will be 
Douglas Shearer, Metro, and Gor-| Male spot had been considered for definitely shelved, Goldwyn said, 
don Mitchell, manager. ‘Laurence Olivier. while others will be fitted to other 
ae me Rees a patina . i players. 


Circulating Stars Found Pix More Smsr’nerei 83 e's 
To Their Liking On Transient Call ccriea in the officers emergency Te 


Niven returned to England from 


| turn to the United States, the British 
| star nevertheless insisted in his ef- 
forts to enlist and was finally ac- 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Stardom in Hollywood has devel- 
oped into a sort of circulating li- 
brary, to the benefit of players and 
studios alike. Loan-out system, 
utilizing idle stars at other studios, 
was highly profitable last year and 
will be used even more freely this 
| season. 

Chief examples are Clark Gable 
and James Stewart. Gable became 
an Oscar candidate through his loan- 
out to David Selznick for ‘Gone With 
the Wind,’ and Stewart did likewise 
when Columbia borrowed him for 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.’ 

Spencer Tracy advanced his career 
through his outside assignment in 
‘Stanley and Livingstone’ at 20th- 














'serve, awaiting call to the Scottish 
of acting in ‘The Rains Came’ at the , n 
drew her best role in ‘Gone With | Studio Contracts 
the Wind’ and Joel McCrea did all | 
DeMille in ‘Union Pacific.’ Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
Gene Autry, seldom seen in big| Warners hoisted De Wolf Hopper 
through his loan to 20th-Fox for} Hal Roach renewed Norbert Bro- 
‘Shooting High. Jackie Cooper in-|dine’s ticket as cinematographel. 
‘What a Life,’ and Bing Crosby did | at Metro, : ae 
himself no harm in ‘East Side of| Warners picked up Herbert 
Like baseball players, actors are| Metro renewed Roger Edens play? 
often improved by a change of er pact. . 
lieved of the obligation of paying | tract to John Ridgely. 
high salaries while their stars are Dan Dailey, Jr., inked piaye! 


| Highland Light Infantry. 
same studio. Olivia de Havilland | 
right by himself on lease to Cecil B. — 
towns, increased his b. 0. aged a ord option. 
creased his public in Paramount’s| George Murphy inked new deal 
Heaven’ at Universal. derson’s player option. 
scenery. Besides the studios are re-| Warners handed new player 60?” 
idle on the home lot. at Metro, 


pact 





'Fox. George Brent did a fine piece 
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Lining Up Pro 


—— 


Pressure Groups, Longhairs 


and Con On Neely 


Bill; Some Hope for Changes 





Public pressure groups, expert in 
the art of influencing state and na- 
tional legislation, are lining up their 
forces for the anticipated battle in 
Washington when the Neely anti 
plock-booking bill is set for open 
hearing before the House commit- 
tee on interstate commerce. — ; 

Behind the scenes and directing 
the verbal barrage, letter’ writing to 
congressmen and last minute blast 
of telegrams, pro and con, will be 
the two opposing forces within the 
industry. Proponents for the pass- 
age of the bill, which already has 
hurdled the senate roll call, is Al- 
lied States Association, headed by 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel 
and chairman of the board. In the 
opposing corner is Charles J. Petti- 
john, counsel for the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors. Myers 
ys. Pettijohn has been the standing 
main attraction in the film industry 
legislation skirmish for many years. 
Only Johnny Dundee and Benny 
Leonard have met more frequently. 

In the transcript of the hearing 
on the Neely bill before the inter- 
state commerce committee of the 
senate last April, the printed record 
of testimony and exhibits extends 
over 650 closely printed pages. The 
hearing started on April 3 and 
wound up on April 17. Much has 
happened within the trade since that 
time, chiefly the abandonment of the 
proposed code of fair trade practices 
following disapproval of the plan by 
Thurman Arnold, assistant attorney- 
general in charge of anti-trust 
prosecutions. 

At the spring hearings, much em- 
phasis was placed by spokesmen for 
the MPPDA on the then current 
discussions between distributors and 
exhibitor groups over the _ trade 
practice proposals. It"was pointed out 
by witnesses that much of the in- 
tent of the Neely bill with respect 
to cancellation of undesirable films 
was contained in the trade agree- 
ment, if generally adopted. Majority 
of committee members apparently 


M-G Rushes ‘Escape’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Metro is rushing into production 
‘Escape,’ book for which it recently 
paid $60,000. 

Studio’s speed is due to the fact 
that ‘Escape’ is a story tying in with 
the present. war, and peace before 
the picture comes out would take the 
edge off. 


NEW UNION RULE 
HITS REELS’ 
AP IDEA 


Associated Press of newsreels plan 
was completely washed up by the 
new pact signatured with the cam- 
eramen’s union, and will remain so 
as long as the contract is in force, 
or the ‘exchange of prints’ clause is 











| kept operative. New contract, signed 


just before the close of last year, 


forces the offending newsreel, which 
uses clips from another reel, to pay 
the equivalent in salary to the union 
when ‘such duping is discovered. 
Previously, there was considerable 
swapping between newsreels in cov- 
ering a national or international 
event. Even though this was not 
supposed to be done, there were 
plenty of violations of the spirit if 
not the letter of the old, loosely- 
worded regulation. New clause has 
teeth in it, allowing such exchange 
of stories only when Government 
regulations permit only one newsreel 
on a yarn, or the physical setup 











were not impressed with the con- 
victions, expressed by William F. 
Rodgers, Sidney R. Kent and oth- 
ets, that regulation within the in- 
dustry would result in greater 
benefits to all divisions than the! 
— provisions of the Neely | 


Local Pressure Groups 

In the absence of the trade prac- 
tice code arguments, opponents of 
the bill are depending for support 
from numerous national and local | 
Social pressure groups, some of 
whom appeared in their behalf last 
April. Former witnesses who are 
being assembled for the house hear- 
ings include Mrs. Francis J. Flagg, 
of Newtonville, Mass., vice-president 
of the Boston City Federation of | 
Clubs; Mrs. Wilder Tileston, of New | 
Haven, v.p. of Theatre Patrons, Inc.; 
Mrs. Marcy Chestney, of the Macon | 


| 
| 


women’s clubs; Mrs. James B. Hor- 
gan, of Worcester (Mass.) Parent- 
Teachers’ Association: Mrs. Lawrence 
8. Akers, of Memphis (Tenn.) Bet- 
ter Films Council, and many others. 

Working actively for the passage 


of a long list of organizations, 


Marshalled by Myers. Principal 


Teachers, and Miss Katherine Van 
n Lyford, executive secreiary 
of the Massachusetts Civic League. 
the testimony of Henry R. At- 
nh, New England civic worker. 
Cre appears the names of 29 or- 
8anizations, including numerous lay 
ho eous bodies, which urged adop- 
On of the bill. 


ne tussle is the influence 
€ non-organized army of 
(Continued on page 12) 


which 
film- 








nknowrr factor in the forthcom- | 


prevents coverage excepting by a 
single newsreel crew. 

Now if any newsreel is caught 
with an American story in its re- 
lease which it did not cover with its 
own camera crew, the newsreel com- 
pany must pay the union scale to the 
local for every day consumed in 


‘handling the story. 


Newsreels have tried joint cover- 
age as an economy move in the past, 
but the union always has objected 
on the theory that it kept photo- 
graphers idle. 


STILL ON SHORT COIN, 
MORRIS SUES AGENT 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Morris is asking release 








Wayne 


a) Little Theatre group; Mrs. | from his managerial contract with 
dmund Barsham, of Wilmington, | perg-Alienberg, charging that the 
tepresenting the local federation of | agency has not given him proper 


|representation. Complaint was filed 
with the Arbitrational Tribunal of 
Screen Actors Guild-Artists Mana- 
| gers Guild franchising agreement. 

| Actor declares he has appeared 
/in a series of bad pictures in the past 


the measure are representatives | year and still works for a small 
na-| \ 
tonal and local, which have been | 


weekly salary and bonus. 





speakers again to appear in wa | : “al 
ington are Mrs. Mary T. Banrer- | Goldsmith Here With 
man, legislative chairman of the Mo- | 
tion Picture Research Council and | 


tional Congress of Parents and | 


Film of Cronin’s ‘Stars’ 





I. Goldsmith, British film producer, 
reached New York Friday (12) to 
discuss a deal -for distribution of 
‘The Stars Look Down,’ which he 
recently completed. He brought a 
print of the picture with him. 

‘Stars Look Down’ is an adapta- 
tion of Dr. A. J. Cronin’s novel of 
the same name. Following discus- 


sions in New York on release, Gold- 
smith will go to the Coast to consult | 
j with Dr. Cronin, now living there. 


vr 


BROAD POWER FOR EXTRAS 





GIVEN AUTHORITY 
TO GALL STRIKE 


Actors Guild Favors Class B 
Participation As Media- 
tors, Wage Scale Dictation 


Under Autonomy Grant— 
Voids Test Suit 





WARNING ON MINORS 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 


Film extras will have authority to 
order a strike of atmosphere players 
and will dictate wage scales and 
other agreements with producers un- 
der a form of autonomy drafted by 
the Screen Actors Guild. The Class 
B players also will be permitted to 
sit in on arbitration of all disputes 
with company execs. 

The proposed by-law amendment 
has already been approved by SAG 
board of directors. It now must be 
endorsed by the Class A member- 
ship, but a tabulation of early votes 
indicates it will be adopted almost 
unanimously. Final returns of se- 
cret ballot will not be in until Mon- 
day (22), 

Details of proposed amendment 
follows: 

‘Section 1. No collective bargain- 
ing agreement affecting the rights of 
the B membership shall be made or 
amended by the: Guild except either 
(a) with the approval of the council 
first had and obtained, or (b) with 
the approval of a majority of the B 
members voting on the question at a 
meeting of such B members regu- 
larly called and held, or (c) with the 
approval of a majority of the B 
members voting on the question in a 
vote by mail. 

‘Section 2. In any collective bar- 
gaining negotiation affecting the 
rights of the B membership, the B 
membership shall be represented on 
the Guild negotiating committee by a 
representative designated by the 
council. 

‘Section 3. In any collective bar- 
gaining arbitration affecting the 
rights of the B membership, the 
Guild demands in such arbitration 
affecting the B membership shall 
be subject to the approval of the 
council. 

15% Vote on Strikes 

‘Section 4. The council on two 
weeks’ written notice to the board of 
directors shall have the right to call 
a strike of the Class B members 
against all or a given producer of 
motion pictures, but only either (a) 
on the written vote therefor of 75% 
of the Class B members voting on | 
the question at a meeting called for | 
such purpose, or (b) by written vote 
of 75% of the Class B members vot- 
ing thereon in a mail vote, or (c) by 
written assent of 75% of the entire 
Class B membership without a meet- 
ing or mail vote. Any such strike 
vote shall be effective as to the Class 
B members without any vote by the 
Class A members, but shall not affect 
the Class A members. 

‘Section 5. The vote of the Class 
B membership described in Section 1 
shall be taken by the board of direc- 
tors without the petition therein re- 
ferred to whenever requested by a 
majority of the council, and such 
vote shall have the incidents de- 
scribed in Section 1. However, if 
there has been a previous vote pur- 
suant to Section 1, or this section. 
the board of directors need not hold 
another vote on such request of the 
council until a date one year after 
the previous vote, but this shall not 
prevent a vote at any time when re- 
quested by the written petition de- 
scribed in Section 1. 

‘Section 6. This article may not 
be amended excevt with the consent 
of a majority of the council or with) 
the consent of a majority of the 
Class B members voting thereon in 
a mail vote.’ 

Board Favors Adoption 

In a letter advising Class A mem- 
bers that the board of directors rec- 
ommended immediate adoption of 
the nronosed by-law amendment, 
Rolnh Morgen. SAG nvexy. stated: 





‘From time to time enemies of the | 


Guild make the charge that the ex- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Judge Goddard to Hear Gov't 
Anti-Trust Suit; Pre-Trial Exam 
Surprises 26 Top Film Execs 





WB Buildup for Morgan 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Dennis Morgan is to be upped to 
stardom by Warners. Studio story 
department has been instructed to 
find a suitable story for him. 

Actor recently completed roles in 
‘Three Cheers for the Irish’ and ‘The 
Fighting 69th.’ 


RKO WILL SPOT 
‘LINCOLN’ IN 
LEGITERS 


Where satisfactory arrangements 
‘for roadshowing of ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ cannot be made with es- 
tablished exhibs or circuits in key 
cities, RKO will take over legit or 
closed houses to show the film, it was 
learned yesterday. One of the ma- 
jor cases in point is Philadelphia, 
where Warner chain controls all 
first-runs. Circuit currently has two 
houses occupied with ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ and consequently cannot 
handle ‘Lincoln’ on a roadshow basis. 
As a result, RKO is planning to use 
the Locust, Shuberi-operated legiter, 
which has been occasionally occu- 
pied in the past by two-a-day films. 

Reports that RKO will ask exhibs 
70% of the gross for the film, same 
as Metro is demanding for ‘GWTW,’ 
are declared untrue by the distribs. 
They do not deny, however, that a 
substantial percentage will be 
charged, probably 50%, or higher. 
Pic has been cut from two hours 
and 40 minutes, running time 
originally proposed for its exhibition, 
to one hour and 50 minutes. It will 
have a flossy preem, with stars, pro- 
ducers and director present, in Wash- 
ington next Monday (22) eve. 

Regular release will initiate at the 
Senate, Harrisburg, Pa., on Jan. 29. 
Showing will be continuous at a 75c 
scale for mats and $1.10 evenings, 
all seats to latter being reserved. 
No Broadway house or release has 
been set, although the Warner Hol- 
lywood is being talked of following 
the roadshow run there of ‘Biue 
Bird’ (20th), which begins Friday 
(19). 


COL. CHARGED WITH 
LIFTING “MR. SMITH’ 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Louis Ullman filed an infringement 

















Smith Goes to Washington’ 
pirated from his story, ‘The Angel of 
Hell Hollow,’ which he had submit- 
ted to the studio. 

Writer demands an accounting of 
profits and an injunction restraining 
further distribution of the picture. 


For ‘Taking This Woman’ 
M-G Will Boost Hedy 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Metro is considering an upward re- 
vision of Hedy Lamarr’s salary since 
the completion of ‘I Take This Wom- 
an,’ in which she co-starred with 
Spencer Tracy. Recent sneak pre- 
views brought favorable’ return 
cards. 








suit against Columbia Pictures in} 


Senior federal judge John C. Knox 
Tuesday (yesterday ) appointed 


Henry Warren Goddard as the trial 
judge to hear the Government anti- 
trust action against the major film 
companies, Judge Goddard was ap- 
pointed to the bench just 17 years 
ago. He has had experience in the- 
atrical affairs gained through sitting 
in on many copyrisht infringement 
actions involving films, and several 
years ago handled the U. S. anti- 
trust action against the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. He is a New Yorker 
by birth. 

A hearing was also held yesterday 
before Judge Knox, at which time 
the major film companies protested 
that a stipulation which they claimed 
had previously been agreed on was 
not being lived up to. This stipula- 
tion called for the Government to 
agree to adjourn all other anti-trust 
proceedings in favor of this one in 
N. Y. to enable the defense to pre- 
pare for trial of this action. How 
it is asserted the U. S. is reneging 
and is unwilling to sign the stipula- 
tion, but only to state the Govern- 
ment policy and try to the best of 
its ability to work out the action to 
eliminate other suits at the time. 

Should this prove impossible, it is 
the Government’s intention to prose- 
cute on all fronts as vigorously as 
possible. Paul Williams, special as- 
sistant to the attorney general han- 
dling the U. S. prosecution, denied 
emphatically he had made any such 
statements to major counsel, and 
pointed out that, with some 360 inter- 
rogatories served on him to answer 
by March 1, the Government was 
facing an almost impossible task. 

Judge Knox then told both sides 
that he decidedly wanted the action 
started on May 1 and requested that 
any differences be put aside, and all 
efforts be bent toward making that 
date a definite one. 

A further possible delay was indi- 
cated by the greeting of one of the 
20th-Fox attorneys to William Farns- 
worth, Williams’ assistant. ‘Well, a 
nice little surprise you dropped on 
us yesterday, designed to keep us 
| from being ready by May 1. Guess 
| you'll have to change the trial date 
| to May 1, 1941.’ It is almost certain 
| that objections to the examinations 

before trial, to which this attorney 
was referring, will be interposed. 
Pre-Trial Exams Unexpected 

| In a totally unexpected move, the 
| Department of Justice Monday (15) 
| served notices in New York of ex- 
aminations before trial of 26 of the 
leading executives of the film in- 
dustry. The examinations, scheduled 
to take place from Feb. 5 to March 
| 25, will seek information on every 
phase of the picture business. 

Reasons for the sudden departure 
from past performance by the WU. S. 
could not be ascertained, but are be- 
| lieved to be due to a growing anger 
| on the part of the Government for 








| what it terms a ‘stall’ on the part 


Federal court, charging that ‘Mr. of the defendants toward getting the 
Was | 
| 


action started. 

Those to be examined will be 
Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn and Abe 
Montague, of Columbia, on Feb. 5; 
Nathan J. Blumberg, William A. 
Scully and Charles R. Rogers, of Uni- 
versal, on February 12; George J. 
Schaefer, Ned E. Depinet, Jules 
Levey, president, of RKO-Radio, on 
Feb. 19; Adolph Zukor, Barney Bala- 
ban, Neil F. Agnew, Y. Frank Free- 
man, of Paramount, on March 4; 
Harry M. Warner, Jack Warner, 
Joseph Bernhard, Gradwell Sears, of 
Warner Bros., on March 11; Joseph 
M. Schenck, Sidney R. Kent, Darryl 
F. Zanuck, Merman Wobber, Spyros 
P. Skouras, of 20th-Fox, March 18, 
and lastly, Nicholas M. Schenck, 
Charles R. Moscowitz, William F. 
Rogers, and Louis B. Mayer, of 
Loew’s, Inc., on March 25. 





Picture was shelved last June when 
half-finished, and Miss Lamarr balked 
at resuming work on it, claiming her 
salary was inequitable. Later she 
relented and finished the job after 





} much rewriting. 


' Government sources stated that the 
| examinations before trial will in no 
| way hinder or delay the trial’s start- 
jing date of May 1. It is expected 
i that opposition to the examination 
(Continued on page 12) 
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PATHE-DUPONT STOCK 
DEAL APPEARS STYMIED 


Deal whereby Pathe Film would 
have disposed of some 3,500 shares of 


a VARIETY 


John Nick Acquitted on Charges 
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Fine Arts Teeing Of With 7 Pix, 
15 Exchanges; 42 Films for ’40-4] 
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Of Extorting 106 From St. L. Exhibs 








St. Louis, Jan. 16. 
Up for the fourth time on an ex- 


tortion charge in connection with the 
alleged payoff of $10,000 by local ex- 
hibitors to forestall a wage increase 
several years ago, John P. Nick, 
ousted head of IATSE, Local No. 143, 
last week beat the rap when he was 
acquitted by a directed verdict made 
by Circuit Judge Thomas J. Rowe, 
Jr. Nick and State Representative 
Edward M. Brady were jointly 
charged in the indictment, but Nick 
obtained a severance. 


After the State’s failure to estab- 
lish a case, according to Judge Rowe, 
Circuit Attorney Franklin Miller an- 
nounced he would proceed with the 
preparation of the trial of the sec- 
ond case, in which Nick and his aide, 
Clyde A. Weston, are jointly charged 
with having extorted $6,500 from ex- 
hibitors in 1937. 


At the first trial the case was 
stymied when a juror talked to a 
witness; the second time a mistrial 
was ordered when a juror failed to 
inform the court he knew members 
of Nick’s family, for which he was 
jugged on a contempt charge, and 
the third blowup occurred when a 
prospective juror said he had been 
promised coin to vote for Nick’s 
whitewashing. 

One of the chief witnesses for the 
state was Fred Wehrenberg, prez of 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
eastern Missouri and southern IIli- 
nois and owner of a chain of nabes 
here, who testified that on Oct. 16, 
1936, Brady was handed $10,000 in 
cash at a South St. Louis bank on 
the same day that Nick inked a wage 
pact for members of Local No. 143 
at the old scale. ‘On the day Nick 
signed the contract at the old scale, 
Brady called up during the meeting 
and asked if the contract had been 
delivered,’ Wehrenberg testified. ‘I 
told him it had and we would be a 
little late reaching the bank.’ 


The ‘Payoff’ 


Wehrenberg said he drove to the 
bank with Louis Landau, former 
owner of the Maryland theatre, and 
Clarence Kaimann, owner of a chain 
of North St. Louis nabes, and at 
Brady’s request obtained large bills 
for a $10,000 counter check. He said 
Brady stuffed the money in his 
pocket and departed. According to 
Wehrenberg, Brady dickered with 
the theatre owners’ wage committee 
for a month and on one occasion 
bawled out the owners for offering a 
$5 a week increase. Wehrenberg 
quoted Brady as telling the ex- 


hibitors’ committee that ‘Nick would | 


be told what to do,’ before the pay- 
ment was made. 


Landau, who was one of the col- 
lectors of the ‘defense fund,’ said he 
collected $8,000 of the $12,000 raised 
without knowing to whom it was to 
be paid. He testified that during the 
Wage parley, before the coin was 
raised. Nick insisted on a wage in- 
crease and ‘set a deadline.” Kaimann 
said that after Brady received the 
money he left without even saying 
‘Thank you.’ 


In sustaining the demurrer to the 
State’s case, Judge Rowe declared 
two essentials lacking in the case 
against Nick were the failure of the 
State ‘to show by competent and 
proper evidence an unlawful agree- 
ment between Nick and Brady to ex- 
tort money by threats, and the fail- 
ure to show any substantial threat 
made by Nick.’ The Judge said the 
first reason would mutually apply to 
Brady 

The Circuit Attorney has not indi- 
cated whether he will proceed 
against Brady in the light of the de- 
velopment last week, but the strong 
pressure being put on him by all the 
daily papers makes it seem certain 
that Nick and Weston will have to 
face a trial] soon. 


RKO Will Release 





» 4 


Ritzes in ‘Syracuse’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
Ritz Brothers inked a contract to 
star in ‘The Boys From Syracuse’ at 
Universal. Studio is dickering with 
Martha Raye for the femme role. 
Picture rolls next month, with 
Jules Levy producing. 


Loach Will Double 
As Mono Treasurer; 
Golden Heads Sales 


‘Thomas P. Loach, treasurer of 
Pathe Film Corp., was named treas- 
urer of Monogram Pictures at the 
latter’s board meeting last week. He 
succeeds Leon Fromkess, who re- 
signed several months ago. Edward 
G. Schieber was named assistant 
treasurer. Loach stays in his job at 
Pathe, 

Duplication of duties is a. natural 
development, because Pathe has a 
stake of some 22,000 shares in Mono- 
gram. It was denied at Pathe this 
week that the laboratory printing 
concern had taken another substan- 
tial block of stock in Monogram to 
provide additional financing, although 
Mono is known to have obtained new 
coin about two months ago. 

Another change was in the position 
of sales manager, due to the resigna- 
tion of George W. Weeks, effective 
March 1. Weeks plans to go into 
production on the Coast soon for 
Mono release. Edward A. Golden, 
who formerly served as sales chief, 
moves back to the general sales spot, 
while continuing as assistant to W. 
Ray Johnston and v.p. of the com- 
pany. 

Directors also approved the exten- 
sion of contracts to Johnston, as com- 











DuPont Film Co. stock to DuPont for 
cash is stymied, with little prospect 
of it going through now for several 
months. Pathe has been anxious to 
turn these shares into cash and re- 
align its holding company operations 


on an economical scale. Long- 
sought sale delayed because DuPont 
won’t pay the price Pathe is asking 
and latter won’ come down on 
figure. 

At the present time actual opera- 
tions in the laboratory, printing and 
research business are carried on by 
Pathe Laboratories, newly formed 
operation firm. Pathe has been 
showing a profit during the past 12 
months because of dividend money 
received from DuPont Film Mfg. 
This coin, including a healthy year- 
end melon cutting, has been em- 
ployed to pay off back bank loans. 
Some of the latter still remain, so no 
divvy on Pathe common seems likely. 


Siegel Returns 
To Coast After 
Republic Huddles 


M. J. Siegel, prez of Republic, left 
by train for the Coast Friday (12) 
night after several weeks of con- 
fabs with Herbert Yates and other 
New York execs of the company. 
Among decisions made during the 
gabfest was to attempt to push ‘Dark 
Command’ to completion for release 
early in March, despite the illness of 
Claire Trever, which may hold up 
production for a month. ‘Command,’ 











pany president, and Scott R. Dunlap, 
as v.p. in charge of production, to 
March 1, 1945. 


‘HELLS ANGELS’ REISSUE 
WILL BE STREAMLINED 


‘Hells Angels, which Howard 
Hughes produced in 1930 at a cost 
of over $3,000,000, is to be reissued 
in what is described as a stream- 
lined version, with the running time 
cut down to 95 minutes. Originally 
the picture ran two hours and 18 
minutes. 

Astor Pictures has control of the 
rights to the picture, released by 
United Artists in ’30, and Jack Ban- 
nan, for many years associated with 
Sam Dembow, Jr., has taken charge 
of sales on the reissue. In addition 











to reducing the length of ‘Angels’, 
ithe zeppelin sequence has been 
|colored. A _ two-and-a-half-minute 
| prolog has been added. 

| Reissue goes into the Rialto, N.Y., 
| sometime in February. Other dates 
are in negotiation. 





budgeted at $750,000, is one of the 
costliest pix in the indie’s history 
and is slated to be followed at once 


by another top-budgeter, ‘Lady of 
New Orleans,’ if the first one can 
be completed on time. 

Star names for ‘Lady’ were a prin- 
cipal topic of discussion, with none 
being definitely decided upon. Sim- 
ilar situation prevails with ‘Oomph 
Girl and the .Cowboy,’ which the 
studio will make, Siegel said. Rep 
is attempting to borrow Ann Sheri- 
dan from Warner Brothers for the 
part, but is having little success. 

Siegel said he will make a de- 
cision upon his return to the Coast 
on a new range-roaming star for 
which the studio has tested between 
25 and 30 applicants. Leather- 
lothario, when selected, will be 
handed the moniker, Bob Seton, and 
will become principal in a new series 
of six pix a season. They will be 
on Rep’s roughest-and-toughest for- 
mula. Company makes three other 
western series of eight films each a 
year. They star Roy Rogers, Three 
Mesquiteers and Gene Autry. 

Frances Langford was decided 
upon for a role in ‘Hit Parade,’ 
which will be Rudy Vallee’s initial 











20th-Fox Is Shooting 
Carmen Miranda in N. Y. 


Carmen Miranda, Brazilian, who is 
set for an important role in ‘South | 
American Wzy.’ «won't go to Holly- | 
wood for that 20th-Fox picture after 

|all. Iron-clad pact she has with the 
| Shuberts, who are starring her in 








‘Streets of Paris,’ threatened to hold 
up her departure for the Coast in- 
definitely. 
| Consequently the studio decided to 
| make all her scenes in New York, 
_ Shooting getting under way this week 

at the new Fox Movietone stage on 

Tenth avenue. Technicolor camera 
| crew and technicians, headed by Wil- 
| liam Dietrich and Tom Webb, are on 





Lum and Abner Pic ‘°™ the Se2st for the job, 





Deal has been signatured by RKO | Suit vs. Warners Settled 
calling for the release by this com- | 


pany of a film to be made starring | Warner brothers individually and 





Suit of Sylvia Cowane against the 


Lum and Abner (Chester Lauck and ! Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., was dis- 


Norris Goff), air stars, who have | continued and settle 
| York federal court 
‘tion sought $10,600 as the claimed headed by Linda Darnell, 


been broadcasting from the Coast for 

sometime over the CBS network. 
Jack Votion and Sam Coslow have 

formed Voco Productions, which will 


turn out a series of features, under | 


plans. 
in a month. 


balance due on unpaid notes. 
Warners alleged that the money 
had been paid and that the suit was 


Filming of the first to begin | barred by the statute of limitations, 


as the notes were dated back to 1923. | 


| é 
| Holding that the 


production job for the _ studio. 
Starting date has been set for 
April 15. 

Yates will follow Siegel west in 
a few weeks. 





Mae Murray Loses 
Custody Fight for Son 


Albany, Jan. 16. 
method of living 
| Offered by Mae Murray ‘presents a 
| danger to his welfare,’ court refused 
today (Tuesday) to give custody of 
her son, Koran Mdivani, 12, to the 

former star. 

Justice Frances Bergan ruled the 
, boy, whose father is Prince David 
| Mdivani, must remain in the care of 
|a family near here with whom he has 

been living for the past four years. 





‘TWINKLE’ TWINKS 
Hollywood, Jan. 16, 


‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’ 


d out of the New rolled at 20th-Fox yesterday (Mon.) 
Monday (15). Ac- | 


with Walter Lang directing a cast 
John 
Payne and Charlotte Creenwood. 

Picture is the first of three to 
siart this week on the Westwood lot. 
Others are ‘Sweetheart of Turret 
One’ and ‘Earthbound.’ 


; Jan. 21 for one week. Final details 
| were outlined at a meeting attended 





Dietrich in ‘Sinners’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
‘Seven Sinners,’ previously known 
as ‘Singapore,’ is Marlene ‘Dietrich’s 
next starrer at Universal. Joe Pas- 
ternak, who produced ‘Destry Rides 
Again,’ handles ‘Sinners.’ 
Story is localed in the East Indies. 


New Bill Asks 107% 
Admish Tax From All 
N. Y. State Amusements 


Bewley-Whitney bill imposing a 
state sales and admission tax in New 
York paradoxically may react to the 
advantage of film interests if passed. 
It proposes a 10% tax on admissions 
of more than 5lc to all types of 
amusement places and a 20% rap 
on nitery tabs, in addition to a gen- 
eral 3% sales tax on everything but 
certain foods for home consumption. 

Bill, introduced simultaneously in 
senate and assembly in Albany last 
week, is said to have little possibility 
of passage. It was tossed into the 
hoppers ‘by request’ of anonymous 
proponents and reportedly does not 
have the party backing necessary to 
pass. 

Joker in the iegislation that might 
react to the advantage of film in- 
terests is that the state would collect 
the tax and remit to municipalities 
their share based on population. But 
only those towns that reduced their 
real estate tax rates by 10% from 
last year would be eligible to receive 
the rebate. 

Major circuits now have statisti- 
cians at work in attempts to figure 
whether they would gain more by 
10% cuts in their realty taxes than 
they would probably lose in business 
because of the increased tax. Out- 
come of the mathematics will deter- 
mine the tenor of an all-industry 
meeting to be called in a couple of 
weeks to discuss the bill. 


MARVIN, PIC PIONEER, 
INVENTOR, DIES AT 77 


Harry N. Marvin, 77, inventor of | 
many motion picture devices in the 
early days of the industry and for- 
mer president of the old Biograph 
company, died Friday (12) after a 
three-months illness at his winter 
home near Sarasota, Fla. 

An associate of the late Thomas 
A. Edison, he held many patents and 
is credited with having developed 
the mutoscope with Herman Casler 
in 1893. This gadget was a crude 
form of the modern projection ma- 
chine and is still used in some penny | 
arcades. Later, with Casler and W. | 
K. Dickson, he invented the biograph, | 
which was the first practical method | 
for projecting film. 

As president of the Biograph Com- | 
pany he gave many prominent fig- 
ures of the industry their start in- 
cluding D. W. Griffith, Mary Pick- 
ford, Charlie Chaplin and Lillian and 
Dorothy Gish. One of the firm’s first | 
studios was atop a 14th street, New 
York, office building and, in lieu of 
modern. sound stages, mounted most 
of the productions upon a cumber- 
some revolving stage. 

Born in Jordan, N. Y., Marvin pre- 
pared for the career of an electrical 
engineer and graduated from the 
University of Syracuse in 1883. Upon 
joining Edison he assisted in install- 
ing New York City’s first lighting 
plant. Many of his later film inven- 
tions, devised in collaboration with 
Edison were incorporated into the 
Motion Picture Patents Co., which 
then had what amounted to a mo- 
nopoly of the industry’s more im- 
portant patents. 

Surviving are a son and daughter. 
Funeral services were held Monday 
(15) at his home in Rye, N. Y., and! 
burial followed at Greenwood Ceme- 
tery, Rye. 

















Coast Fund Drive Set 

Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Anti-infantile paralysis drive in 
Southern California theatres opens 





by 75 indie and circuit operators. 
Joseph M. Schenck is chairman for 
this territory. i 





Fine Arts Producing and Distribut. 
ing Corp., new national indie set 
by Franklyn Warner last week, wil 
begin operation at once with sey 
films and 15 exchanges. Additio 
eight exchanges will be opened with. 
in a few weeks, and Warner plang 
immediate start on seven new fea. 
tures to be released by the outfit be. 
tween Feb. 15 and the end of the 
current film season. Twenty-six fea. 
tures and 16 westerns are planned 
for the 1940-41 season. 

Warner, who originally talked of 
taking over the exchanges of bank. 
rupt Grand National, through which 
he formerly distributed, has aban. 
doned that idea. Claiming all the 
leases held by GN are too extrava- 
gant for his setup, he will organize 
his own Offices. He will use, how. 
ever, practically all GN help. All 
but one of the 15 exchanges already 
established are managed by the for. 
mer GN heads, and supervising al] 
sales activity as well as acting as 
eastern rep for Warner is Sol Ed - 
wards, former GN salesmanager, 

Exchanges are being operated ona 
modified states-right basis, with each 
manager working on a straight 25% 
commission. This may be changed 
after the company becomes better 
established, Edwards said. There 
has been a consolidation of cities 
wherever possible, he declared, to 
lessen the number of offices main- 
tained by GN. 

Setup so far includes Boston and 
New Haven, under Marcel Meckel- 
berg; Cleveland, temporarily under 
Mae Vincent, former GN _ booker; 
Chicago, Cleve Adams; Des Moines 
and Omaha, Phil Monsky; Detroit, 
Ralph Peckham; Indianapolis and 
Cincinnati, Had Hull; Kansas City, 
Sol Hankin; Minneapolis, Eph Rosen; 
New York, Dick Perry; Philadelphia, 
Herb Given; Pittsburgh, Max Shue 
gold; St. Louis, Joe Hartman; Wash- 
ington, Joe Kaliski; Los Angeles, Bill 
Riter, and San Francisco, Bradley 
Fish. Cities where exchanges will be 
set up later this week and next week 
are New Orleans, Dallas, Buffalo, 
Atlanta, Salt Lake City, Portland, 
and Seattle. 

Seven pix with which the ex- 
changes will start off all were for- 
merly handled by GN. Five of them 
were made by Warner. They were 
returned to him last week by court 
order. They are ‘Shadows of Shang- 
hai,’ ‘Frontier Scout, ‘Cipher Bu- 
reau,’ ‘The Long Shot’ and ‘Panama 
Patrol. Other two for which War- 





ner made a deal with the owners for 


| distribution are Eugene Frenke’s 


‘Exile Express’ and William Vogel's 
‘Children of the Wild.’ 
May Get 28 GN Pix 
Slight possibility exists that FA 


|'might acquire for distribution the 


entire roster of about 28 pix which 
was being handled by GN. How- 
ever, ownership of these is in a mud- 
dled state, some being outright prop- 
erty of the GN trustees and some be- 
ing partially owned by the produc- 
ers, or others. Trustee must go over 
all contracts of the defunct company 
to determine final disposition. 
Warner, who has just completed 


| ‘Isle of Destiny,’ first of three pic- 
‘tures he is under contract to make 


for RKO distribution, has transferred 
production activity from the GN lot, 
where he has worked for the past 18 
months, to RKO-Pathe. RKO work, 
it is said, will not interfere with the 
FA plans. Ready to shoot for the 
latter are ‘Dead Man Cipher, 8. 0. 
S. Submarine,’ ‘Derelict Street, At 
Your Age’ and ‘Interference.’ 

Sam Berkowitz, executive aid to 
Warner, has been in New York about 
a week aiding Edwards in arranging 
the sales organization. Warner is 
expected next week. 


Fleming Hunts Florida 
Location for ‘Yearling’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Victor Fleming left yesterday 
(Monday) for Florida to pick loca- 
tions for his next Metro picture, ‘The 
Yearling,’ and discuss the book with 
its author, Marjorie Kinnan Raw- 
lings. 

From there he goes to New York 
to test several boys for the leading 
role. 











CHAIR FOR ORLEBECK 

Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Lester Orlebeck, film editor at Re- 
public for five years, was upped to 
a director’s job. P 
First chore is ‘Oklahoma Outlaws. 
one of the Mesquiteer series, slate 
to start Jan. 20. 
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H.0.s Hold Chi Grosses Under: 
‘Swanee -Vaude 33G, ‘X’-Armetta 
Stout 176, ‘Raffles’ Okay $12,000 
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Chicago, Jan. 16. 

‘Flock of hold-over attractions 
ughout the loop is depressing 
the general level of grosses for the 
k, but in a general way there are 
real complaints about business. 
me runs are being forced locally, 
h ‘Gulliver's Travels’ being 
whipped into a fourth week in the 
Roosevelt, while ‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame’ tomorrow (Wednesday ) 
finishes up _a gallop which started on 
Christmas Day. , : 
Also holding are ‘Intermezzo 
which will make it a three-week 
stay at the Apollo on Saturday (20) 


and ‘Victor Herbert,’ which will 
nd up a three-week loop run on 
day (19). 


Strong matinee trade is giving 
‘Swanee River’ a good start towards | 
business in the caaeaee. with = 

me patronage being surprisingly 
a Ot the two other vaudfilm | 
spots, the State-Lake is heading the 
with a solid money session via 
Ee Armetta on the stage, plus a 
mystery pic, which makes a smart 
combination for the family mob that 
frequents this location. Around the 
corner, the Oriental is having a fair 
week. House is tapering off in prepa- 
ration for straight film policy with 
‘Gone with the Wind’ beginning Jan. 
35. 


‘New run item arrived in the 
pe Artists on Saturday (13) with 
les’ replacing ‘Another Thin 
Man,’ and comedy started off well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Intermezzo’ (UA) (3d and final 
wk). Held to fine $4,900 last week 
on strong femme patronage, and in- 
dicates fair enough fareweller at 
$3,500 currently. ‘Not Alone’ (WB) 
glated to replace on Saturday (20). 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
"Swanee’ (20th) and stage show. Get- 
ting excellent play from the after- 





noon shoppers, and is going ahead | 
into highly presentable figures at | 

000. Last week, ‘Rat and Baby’ | 

B) turned in a high money week 
with Louella Parsons and mob on 
stage at $38,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
Herbert’ (Par). Third and final 
week in loop and second session 
here, which indicates all _ right 
$3,500 after satisfactory $4,800 last 


Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
Main St. Lawyer’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Not much strength on stage or 
acreen which means a fairish session 
at $12,500. Last week, ‘Accident’ 
(U), neat $13.400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
~Hunchback’ (RKO). Currently 
winding we a strong run which 
started on Christmas Day. Looks for 





bright $9,000 for its final seven days, | 
after having tucked away a brilliant | 
$12,900 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
7%)—'Gulliver’ (Par) (4th and final 


ite box-office weakness during past 
ew days. Will sink to meek $4,000 | 
for finale session after a mild $7,200 | 
last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Ee. X’ (WB) and vaude. Henry 

rmetta on stage getting coin and 
week looks up to bright $17,000 cur- 
rently. Last week, ‘Detective’ (WB) 
Managed good enough $14,000. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$$-55-65-75 )—‘Raffles’ (UA). Started 
on Saturday (13), and drawing neat 
femme play. Should gather satisfy- 

$12,000. Last week, ‘Thin Man’ 
-G) wound up a three-week stay 
to okay $7,200. 


Deuces’-Martha Raye 








Peppy $17,000, Balto; |“ 


Shop’ Bullish 126 


Baltimore, Jan. 16. | 

Spell of continued bad weather 
denting local doings a hit but some 
of the holiday momentum taking 
old again and slight dip, noticed 
St week, straightening out rather | 
Pleasantly. Heading the parade at 
Considerable distance is the combo 
PP, cashing in on p.a. of Martha 
ye coupled to ‘The Flying Dauces.’ 
ce reception by local crix also 
helping ‘The Shop Around the Cor- | 
ner’ at Loew’s Century to good re- 
sponse. Second sesh of ‘Destry Rides 
ain at Keith’s holding in solid | 








le. 
Estimates for This Week | 
ggcentury (Loews-UA )—(3,000; 15- 
5-40)—‘Shop’ (M-G). Good reac- 


On from crix and public indicating | 
Okay $12,000. Last week, ‘Raffles’ 


(UA) didn’tygatch on at $5,200. — 


ippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
(hes 10-55-66 )— ‘Flying Deuces’ 


Owing it all to pa. of, 
Martha Raye and strong supporting | 
Vaude layout and leading town in, 
Tesounding fashion with possible ex- 
a-big $17,000. Last week, second 


of ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) and vaude 
faturing Tito Guizar, added steady 


| ‘Raffles’ (UA). 


$12,400 to record breaking opening 
round at $21,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) - (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘Destry’ (U) (2d _ wk.). 
Holding in very steady fashion to 
$7,000 after solid inaugural sesh at 
$10,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Turp’s (M-G). Not faring well 
here where characters are unknown. 
Might get a mild $3,500. Last week, 
second of ‘Swanee’ (20th) added 
okay $4,200 to first week at $6,300, 
good biz in this limited seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par). Not 
catching on in this deluxer with 
$7,000 the most looked for. Last 
week, third of ‘Four Wives’ (WB) 
brought run total to $19,800 for en- 
tire three weeks. 


‘WIVES’ MERRY 
$16,000, BUFF. 


Buffalo, Jan. 16. 
A return to business as usual 
seems to be the order of the week. 
No peaks are in evidence for the cur- 
rent stint, figures leveling off all 
round. 
‘Four Wives’ at the Buffalo for 


eight days will point up nicely, and 
‘Raffles’ is showing a steady draw at 
the Lakes. ‘Hunchback’ in its sec- 
ond week at the Century is all that 
was expected. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB). Doing nicely 
and should get up around good 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G) and Red Skelton with Harry 
James’ orchestra on stage, good for 
pretty $23,500 on a 10-day trip plus 
midnight show. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—'‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Thoroughbreds’ 
(RKO). Moving up to above par 
level with probably around $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB), 
developed some strength and got 
$7,700, okay. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Not 
Alone’ (WB) and ‘City Darkness’ 
(20th). Slow pace indicates less than 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ (Par) 
and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par), fair 
$6,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and ‘Beast 
Berlin’ (PDC). Good enough $7,500. 








|Last week, ‘Destry’ (U) and Laugh 


It Off’ (U), over excellent $14,000 via 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Jan. 18 


Astor—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (5th wk.). 


Capitol—‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (5th wk.). 

Criterion—‘Judge Hardy and 
Son’ (M-G) (17). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Dec. 13) 
-—o Has Wings’ (UA) 

0). 


Hollywood — ‘The Blue Bird’ 
(20th) (19). 

Music Hall—‘His Girl Friday’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). 

Palace—‘Sued 
(RKO). 

Paramount — ‘Remember 
Night’ (Par) (17). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 10) 

Rialto—‘Invisible Man Returns’ 
(U) (15). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli—‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th) (23). 

Roxy—‘He Married His Wife’ 
(20th) (19). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand—‘Invisible Stripes’ 

(WB) (2d wk.). 
Week of Jan. 25 

Astor—Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (6th wk.). 

Capitol--‘Gone with the Wind’ 
(M-G) (6th wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Shop Around the 
Corner’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 10) 

Paramount —‘Remember the 
Night’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Roxy—‘He Married His Wife’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Fighting 69th’ (WB 
(24). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 10) 


for Libel’ 


the 








Rain Swamps B'way, But Friday, 
$85,000, ‘Stripes’-Fields Orch., 386, 
Both Good: ‘Wind’s’ 4th Big $99,700 





Rain pelted b.o.’s badly on Broad-. 
way Saturday night (13) and Sunday | 
(14), knocking the pins from under | 
business on the weekend, but, in'! 
spite of the setback, some of the at- | 
tractions are doing well, notably the | 


| 
1 


newcomers, ‘My Girl Friday,’ at the | 


with Shep Fields orch and Dead End 


downpour, and the fourth week 
there ending last night (Tues.) was 
$77.000. 

‘Friday’ will hit $85,000 or near to 
that at the Hall and holds over, with 
‘Shop Around the Corner,’ bought 
from Metro, scheduled for Jan. 25. 
‘Invisible Stripes,’ with the Fields 
orch and the personal of the Dead 
End Kids, should end at $38,000 or 
not far from that, very good. Dead 
Enders are providing good _b.o. 
draught, especially among the kids. 
The show holds a second week, with 
‘Fighting 69th’ due to hit the screen 
Friday (26). } 

‘Raffles,’ another new picture of 
the week, isn’t doing so forte at the 
big-seater Roxy, indications pointing 
to no more than about $35,000. It 
will not be held over, replacement 
Friday (19). being ‘He Married His 
Wife.’ 

Among the lesser first runs, ‘A 





HARDY’ - VAUDE' 


HEAVY 22146, 
WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 16. 

Tow is up and down this week 
with the overall take about average. 
Bitter cold snap suddenly cracked 
Sunday (14), wrecking the weak sis- 
ters in slush and rain. Tops is ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son,’ tossed into Capitol, 
big vauder, instead of getting usual 
straight pic run. ‘Brother Rat and a 
Baby’ and streamlined ‘Desert Song’ 
are getting by at Earle, other stage 
show spot, and keeping house barely 
ahead of ‘Swanee River’ at Palace, 
ace straight house. 

Smartest stunt of the month is way 
Keith’s yanked ‘Hunchback’ sudden- 
ly on Friday (12) tossed in ‘Green 











extended period and extra show. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; | 
30-40) —‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d, 
wk.). Holding on with nice indica- | 
tions. Probably around $8,000 after 
swell $17,000 first canto. 


‘KILDARE’ -‘RAFFLES’ 
UPS PROV., $10,000 


Providence, Jan. 16. 

Generally healthy pace promising | 

continuance of nice grosses all | 

around. Well balanced bills mainly | 

responsible. ‘Swanee River’ into 

Fay’s, vaudfilmer, for second down- 
town week after week’s absence. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Invisible Man Returns’ (U) and 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Paced at 
good $6,500. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ 
(RKO) (3d wk), nice $5,400. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Everything Happens’ (20th) and 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Carter’ 
(M-G) (2d run), peppy $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Swanee’ (20th) (2d run) and vaude. 
Regular vaude customers should hold 
this one up for nice $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Cisco Kid Lady’ (20th) and 
vaude, neat $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th). Nicely bal- 
anced bill heading for swell $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Everything Happens’ 
(20th) and ‘Barricade’ (20th), grand 
$9,000. 

State 
‘Secret 











(Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
Nice response prom- 
ising house hefty $13,000. Last week, 
‘Housekeeper’ (UA) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col), fair $11,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Mill On Floss’ 
(Stan). Strong $8,500 spotted. Last 
week, ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and 
‘Women Secrets’ (Par), slowed to 
$8,500 which was still swell. 


Hell’ on Saturday, with huge ads 
selling title, and mopped up, with 
two smash days before critics’ rip- 
pings appeared on Monday. Brutal 
pannings are taking hefty toll now, 
but enough is in the till to assure 
good week if nobody else comes into 
the house. ‘Night of Nights’ bowed 
Friday (12), and reviews the next 
day wrecked it so thoroughly it 
came out yesterday, being replaced 
cold by ‘Great Victor Herbert,’ last 
week’s occupant of the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) | 
—Hardy Son’ (M-G) and vaude. | 
Hardy stuff usually plays alone here. | 


| 





|Tossed into big vaude spot, along | 


with some help from Beverly Rob- 
erts p.a., it’s leading town easily 
with big $22,500. Last week, ‘Earl 
Chicago’ (M-G) can thank ‘Folies 


| Parisienne’ for not sliding under nice 
$21,000. 


Celumbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Gulliver’ (Par) (2d run). Back 
downtown after adequate stanza at 
Palace. Passable $4,200. Last week, 
‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) (2d run) built to/| 
big $6,500: 

Earle (WB) (2.216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Rat and Baby’ (WB) and vaude. In- 
terest in sequel and hefty bally on 
streamlined version of ‘Desert Song’ 
putting up stiff fight, but it can't beat 
‘Judge Hardy’ for better than fair 
$13.000. Last week, ‘Victor Herbert’ 
(Par) slid to still solid $15,500. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Green Hell’ (U). Tossed in Satur- 
day (13) to snag two sock days be- 
fore critics could wreck it on Mon- 
day (15). Even if it nosedives, it'll 
finish with surprisingly satisfactory 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ 
(RKO) (3d wk), okay $6,500. 


Met (WB) (1,600: 25-40)—‘Victor 
Herbert’ -(Par) (2d run). In today 
(Tuesday ). Replaced ‘Night of 


Nights’ (Par), yanked after four days 
at floppo $1,500. Last week, ‘Four 


| Wives’ (WB) (2d run) okay $4,600. 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— |, 
‘Swanee’ (20th). Critics not very | 
worked up over this one despite 
build-up. Won’t better fair $12,000. 


Last week, ‘Thin Man’ (M-G) slipped 


i to average $14,500. 


Child Is Born,’ commands the most 
;attention. Billeted at the Criterion, 
|it winds up today (Wed.) with a 
probable $7,000 to its credit. ‘Judge 
Hardy and Son,’ which the Par- 
amount sought, succeeds it here. The 
Rialto failed to go places with ‘Mex- 
ican Spitfire,’ grossing $5,500, and it 
was replaced Monday (15) with ‘In- 
visible Man Returns.’ Latter teed off 
very well, looking over $10,000. 
Globe is having trouble with ‘My 
Son Is Guilty,’ and will be lucky to 
hit $5,000. Theatre has bought ‘Lion 
Has Wings’ from United Artists and 
will bring that in Saturday (20). 

The Paramount today (Wed.) 
switches to a new show, consisting of 
‘Remember the Night’ and a stage 








bill including Bob Chester’s band, 





| Guilty’ (Col). 


| Essex’ 


Bert Wheeler and the Ink Spots. 
House went four weeks with ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels,’ and, while not wreck- 
ing any records, emerged on the 28- 
day run with a good profit. The) 
fourth and final stanza, ending last 
night (Tues.), was $23,000, while up 
ahead on three weeks the total take 
was $138,000. ‘Gulliver’ had with it 
the Glen Gray orch, Jimmy Savo and 
the Merry Macs. 

Second-run State is doing satisfac- 
torily with ‘Another Thin Man’ and 
the N. T. G..revue, indications sug- 
gesting $24,000, or thereabouts. 

Twentieth-Fox goes into the Holly- 
wood Friday (19) with ‘The Blue 
Bird’ on a roadshow basis, two shows 
daily, at a top of $2, while the Rivoli 
on Jan. 23 moves in ‘Grapes of 
Wrath,’ following a healthy run of 
four and a half weeks with ‘Light 
That Failed.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor*(1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) | 
—‘Wind’ (M-G) (5th week). Con- 
tinues a complete sellout here,, the 
fourth week, ending last night 
(Tues.), being $22,700. 


{ 
{ 
| 


| 
auras, ot She Sirens. | through | Sunday two days to prepare 
; ; Bhs ; wn O days p 
Gone With the Wind,’ selling out | for opening Jan. 23 of ‘Grapes of 
at the Astor for a total of $22,700,' Wrath’ (20th). 
house’s capacity at a $2 top, was not | 
|nicked at the Capitol by the weekend 


day (15). Off strong and should top 
fine $10,000. ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO), which backfired a little, got 
only $5,500. “That They May Live’ 
(Mayer-Burstyn), in ahead, grossed 


| $9,500, excellent. 


Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99—‘Light 
That Failed’ (Par) (4th week). Hold- 


Music Hall, and ‘Invisible Stripes,’ | §16500 (hin neces cathe Ties thot 


The third 
lap was $24,000, very good. Remains 
(21), with house 


| Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Raffles’ 
| (UA) and stage show. Not arousing 
/much interest, and lucky if over $35,- 
,000, getting only one week. The 
isecond session of ‘Swanee River’ 
| (20th), close to $30,000, not powerful, 
but when added to first seven days 
|gate of $60,000, totals handsome 
| profit on the fortnight’s run. 
| State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Another 
| Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
N. T. G. revue. This show doing 
well, around $24,000. Last week, 
‘Ninotahka’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
Frankie Masters orch, Sheila Barrett, 
Johnny Downs, $31,000, excellent. 
Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) and Shep 
Fields’ orch, plus the Dead End Kids. 
This show is getting good action, pos- 
sibilities being for $38,000, or not far 
from it. Holds over, with RA pe 
69th’ (WB) due on Friday (26). La 
week, third of ‘Four Wives’ and Abe 
Lyman, $25,000, okay. 


GARBO, DUALED, 
WOW 328,000, 
BOSTON 


——__ 


Boston, Jan. 16. 

Now in its fourth frame at two 
houses, ‘Gone With the Wind?’ is still 
outgrossing the town by a nifty mar- 
gin. ‘Ninotchka,’ leased to M&P by 
M-G because of extra product on the 
Loew shelves, is up in the smasho 
class at the Met, where it’s booked 
for two stanzas. 
‘Hunchback’ holds over for a third 
week at the Memorial, maintaining 
a good pace. Otherwise, medium biz 
is the rule for the Hub. 

Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and ‘South Bor- 
der’ (Rep), with vaude, four days; 
and ‘Tower London’ (U) and ‘Amaz- 
ing Williams’ (Col) (both 2d run), 
dual, three days. Headed for satis- 
factory $8,000. Last week, ‘Follow 
Fleet’ (RKO) (reissue) and ‘Invisible 
Killer’ (Prod), dual, with vaude, four 
days; and ‘Smith Goes Washington’ 
(Col) (3d run) and ‘Fighting Mad’ 
(Mono) (1st run), double, three days, 
good $9,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Everything Happens’ (20th) and 














Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10-$1.65)— | 
‘Wind’ (M-G) (5th week). Even' 
weekend rain didn’t interfere here, | 


| with the fourth week’s gross, ending ! 


last night (Tues.), going to $77,000, | 
socko. The third week was $75,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Judge 
Hardy and Son’ (M-G). In on pre- 
view today (Wed.) following week of 
‘Child Is Born’ (WB), at $7,000, not 
anything special, but o.k. ‘Call on 
President’ (M-G) was only $5,000, 
poor, 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) —‘My Son Is 
No dice, only around ' 
$5,000. Last week ‘Street of Missing 
Women’ (Col), $6,000, mild. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Every 
thing Happens at Night’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Man Who Wouldn’t Talk’ 
(20th) (Ist run), dualed. This pair 
not doing well, probably not above 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Elizabeth and 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘High 
School’ (20th) (st run) ,$8,000, oke. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99 )— 
‘Remember the Night’ (Par) and Bob 
Chester band, Bert Wheeler and the 
Ink Spots. Opens today (Wed.) fol- 
lowing four weeks of ‘Gulliver’ 
(Par), Glen Gray orch, Jimmy Savo 
and Merry Macs, final seven days 
being $23,000, following weeks of 
$30.000, $60,000 and $48,000, for fine 
profit. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) —‘His Girl Friday’ 
(Col) and stage show. Hitting a good 
pace for $85,000, or close, and will, 
hold over. The final five days on 
second week of ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) 
was $48,000. fair. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Invisible 
Man Returns’ (U), Ushered in Mon- 


‘'—‘Wind’ (M-G) (4th wk). 


‘Emergency Squad’ (Par). So-so, 
around $6,000. Last week, ‘Invisible 
Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Henry Arizona’ 
(M-G), good $6,800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Hunchback’ (U) (3d wk), 
with ‘Information Please.” Will wind 
up three-frame run at $11,500, okay. 
Second week dandy $17,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 25-35- 
40-55 ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) and ‘Se- 
cret Kildare’ (M-G). Whizzing to 
around $28,000, great. Last week, 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Turp’ 
(M-G), very good $19,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50 )—‘Wind’ (M-G) (4th wk). Still 
packing ‘em in every night, but 
sloping off on the matinee side. 


Fourth week’s take will flirt with 


$37,000. Third week, record-break- 
ing $44,000. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 


| 40-55)—‘Everything Happens’ (20th) 


and ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par). Ade- 
quate $8,000. Last week, ‘Invisible 
Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Henry Arizona’ 
(M-G), $9,000, good. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) (contin- 
ued run from Par and Fen) and 
‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) (2d run). In 
the spiffy class, aiming at $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) and 
‘Neighbors Carter’ (Par) (3d week 
in town, continued run from Par and 
Fen), $5,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.10-$1.50) 
Still big, 
but tapering off to around $32,000. 
Third week smasho $37,000. Fifth 
week already announced at State and 
Orph, with hopes of a sixth. 
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FILM SHOWMANSHIP - 








Philly Station’s Scribes 
Providing the Scripts 


Editor, VARIETY: 

When you have been in the film selling end of the 
picture business for nearly 25 years, there comes a 
time when you cannot resist the temptation to sit down 
‘and put on paper some of the things which you no 


For ‘GWTW’ Lobby Cast 
longer can keep to yourself. I mean there is a moment 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. | ‘ : ; 
To make sure onan celebs, social- , When you are fed up with taking things as they happen 
, . ‘and saying nothing. 


ites, politicos, et al., who will at- 
tend the preeming of ‘Gone With the It is six o’clock on Sunday night and I am sitting 
Wind’ Thursday night (18) at the here in the writing room of a small hotel waiting until 
4 yA «or th be yap me | oe 7:30 when I have a date with the theatre manager, 
eners we pase scripts for every ‘who has been out duck shooting all day. Never mind 
body who'll be called. the name of the town. It’s just like a hundred others 
So when ‘Mrs. Moneybags’ is through this midwest section. I know my way around 
ee es —_ a blindfolded. I have been in and out of this burg many 
know-what-I-mean, ‘veddy  chom-, times since I sold my first contract on ‘Over the Top,’ 
ming,’ etc., that have ruined lobby for Vitagrarph, before I was drafted into the army. 
broadcasts in the past. ‘This is my third trip in here this season, although I 
WCAU is handling the airing of a! sold my full line of films on the first call. The return 


i h arwick hotel follow- | ach 
or ae pS The feed is spon- , engagements have been to persuade the exhibitor to 


sored by the Junior League and will date the pictures. It used to be that all we had to do 
have as its guest of honor a local was to sell ‘em. Now we have to sell ’em and stay 
gal who’s been picked as Philly’s ' yight with them until the film is on the sprockets. 


‘Scarlett O’Hara’ through a city-| : z 
wide contest by the Philly Record. | There was mail here from the branch office and I 


' could tell from the way the stamps were canceled what 


was on the inside of the envelopes. The contents are 
saan Bookings a spread out in front of me. Here’s a copy of a letter 

Chicago, Jan. 16. | from the sales chief in New York giving the dates for 

After deal had been considered the new sales and collection drive. Next to it is a 
cold, ‘Gone With the Wind’ will go | memo to go back to Springfield and re-sell that second- 
into the Essaness Woods day-and-'run account because the total for 50 pictures is $65 
date with the picture at the Jones, | under the home-office allocations. What the note 
Linick & Schaefer Oriental. The; should have sdid is I should go back and hug the ex- 
Woods deal was revived following hibitor because it’s the first time in three years we've 
consideration of such other spots as | had a foot of film in his house. Here’s a high-pressure 
the Erlanger, Studebaker, Esquire epistle from the firm’s advertising head enclosing beau- 
and Apollo. | tiful proofs of some four-color advertisements on our 
Woods will run two-a-day at $1.50 pictures which appeared in Life, Saturday Evening Post 
top, while the Oriental will do two , and the fan magazines this month, although I happen 
daytime performances at 75c. and, to know that the picture being boosted won't see the 
one evening show at $1.10 and $1.50. light of day for five weeks. By that time the ads will 
Woods has 1,200 seats, Oriental 3,200. be forgotten and some other film will be getting the 


| needles. 
‘GWTW’ Reopens Par, Omaha DUAL-BILL VISTA 


Omaha, Jan. 16. | Have been sitting here looking out of the window 
The Paramount theatre here will| and watching the snow creep up over the running 
be unshuttered for two-week book- , board of my car. The main street is plenty lively and 
ing of ‘Gone With the Wind’ starting has a sort of holiday look, with red and green neons 
Jan. 25. Pic will be shown on three- | beckoning the natives to the corner drug store, and 
a-day basis at 75c and $1 for mati-| half dozen pretty good eating places. The theatre 
nees and $1 and $1.50 evenings. 'lights are on, announcing two Metro films on a double 
Tri-States Theatres will handle ad- | bill. 


vance and will man the house from} | was j inki 
s just thinking what argument I can use to get 
Orpheum and Omaha staffs. Don | some of our stuff dated. The theatre is behind on two 


Allen, Omaha manager, will move) British- 2 : 
rai gas 4 ritish-made films and eight from the Hollywood stu- 


Tri-States recently closed the 


| WEST OF THE HUDSON 
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ia 


dio. One of the skipped pictures is a costume drama | 40 Rainbow Division 


laid in Vienna about 1900. Another is a gangster yarn 
showing that crime doesn’t pay any more than a steady 
job. Haven't seen any of the others and neither has 
the exhibitor, but I know in advance he doesn’t like 
them from the titles. Two are musicals, one laid in 
Honolulu and the other in Panama. 


It occurs to me what a sensational business we could 
do with a story about people who live in this kind of a 
town where I’m stuck for the night. Thinking back 
some years, I remember the selling end of the film | 
business was a lot of fun when the stories were about 
people and happenings right here in America. The 
stats then looked and dressed like natives. There were 
stories about automobile salesmen, stenographers, 


Dinners to Hook Up 
With Fighting 69th’ 


A total of approximately 40 Rain- 
bow Division dinners for members 
of the famous fighting unit of the 
World War will be arranged in ag 
many key centers throughout the 
country, hooking up with Warners’ 
‘Fighting 69th,’ shortly going on re. 








school teachers, eastern dudes who went west and 
turned into cowboys. We never heard then of Vienna, 
Moscow or Poland. If the love story was too hot for | 
an Iowa background, it was laid on the Sahara. For- 
eign views were confined to the travel films. Drama 
was about home folks. 

We have had a lot of American stories this past year, 
but they’ve been about early settlers, battles with the 
Indians and British, or yarns around the Civil War 
time. I recall what a bang at the boxoffice we got out 
of ‘Flaming Youth,’ which was timely when it came! 
out. You’d think nothing was happening any more in 
this country by looking at the pictures. 


PLENTY OF GOOD STORY IDEAS 


lease. So far, 25 such dinners have 
been arranged for the Jan. 24 date, 


'on which all will be held. 


A nationwide radio hookup ig 
planned in connection with the 
Rainbow feasts, and Gov. Gen. Doug. 
las MacArthur will be cut in from 
Manila, together with the Philippines 
orchestra, 

National radio hookups for promo. 
tional purposes include James Cag. 
ney and Pat O’Brien, who will do a 
scene from the film as a feature of 
the Kate Smith program on Fri. (20), 





so 

This town is like a lot of others. There’s a new 
bridge over the river which was built by WPA. Half 
the able-bodied men in town at some time during the 
past six years have been on federal or state relief, but | 
I’ve never yet seen a good ‘relief’ picture. There was a 
banquet here last night for some old fellow who has 
built an addition to his furniture factory, and the head 
of the union acted as toastmaster. Of course I don’t 
know .anything about stories like the boys in Holly- 
wood, but it seems to me they are looking in the 
wrong direction for material. The papers are full of 
stories about ‘reds’ and Nazis and their kind. Seems to 
me that the woods are full of folks who are good 
Americans, going right along in their own way, doing 
the best they can, and having a lot of fun at the same 
time. If we had a couple of releases with up-to-the- 
minute stories about home folks, I'd have no trouble 
getting dates. 


Our plant in Hollywood isn’t the only one that seems 
to be out of step with what the customers seem to 
want. I’ve talked with other salesmen who say the 
same thing. Several have written to their home offices 
with suggestions. Nothing has happened. 

When you've spent your whole life in a business 
you just can’t walk away from it, although there have 
been times when the going has been pretty tough. In- 
stead, you plug along and hope the powers that be will 
see a little light and get back to earth with entertain- 
ment for the American masses. 

So I thought I would just get this off my chest. 


Sincerely, 
Film Salesman. 





Paramount after 60 days of vaudfilms 
that were ‘very unprofitable.’ 





J. H. Cooper Books ‘Wind’ 
Following negotiations with Metro 
on ‘Gone With the Wind’ for his 
midwestern territory, J. H. Cooper,| First world-preem of a film in a 








‘BARN DANCE’ PREEMS | St. L. Exhib Switches 
IN NITERY OF SAME TAG) Title on ‘Condemned,’ 


But It Ends in a Pinch 20th-Fox is giving ‘Little Re 


lat. the reunion dinner of the 69th 


;ment during the world war. 
,mond J. Kelly, national commander 


Longer dramatization will be broad. 
cast over NBC (blue} tomorrow eve. 
ning at 9 o’clock EST. 

Capacity attendance is indicated 


at the Waldorf-Astoria (24). Prin. 
cipal guests will be Col. Mangan, 
present commander, and Col. Bill 
Donovan, who commanded the regie 
Raye 


of the American Legion, will speak, 





FINNISH RELIEF FUND 


TIEUP ON ‘GREEN HELL’ 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 
Universal and Harris Amus. Co, 
tieup here with Post-Gazette Finnish 
relief fund is giving ‘Green Hell’ 


plenty of extra space in that local 
morning daily. U approached P-@ 
on the idea because of the wide nae 
tional publicity the daily’s received 
lately over its Finnish showing. It’s 
collected more than double amount 
of voluntary contributions of any 
newspaper i:. country, sum being 
well over $20,000 now. 

U’s idea was to open ‘Hell’ night 
before its regular getaway day at 
Alvin (18) and turn over entire pro- 








‘OLD NEW YORK’ GETS 
SPECIAL MIAMI PREEM 








| tional funds. 


Paramount partner in Nebraska, | nitery has been set by Republic for 
Oklahoma and Colorado, left for,its ‘Village Barn Dance.’ Picture | 
conferences in the field, accom- will be unveiled at the Village: Barn, } eke 
panied by Joe Philipson, who is in Greenwich Village, N. Y., bistro, Samuel Millard, 44, an exhibitor at 
charge for Cooper at the Par h.o. Jan. 26. the downtown Lyric, who is litigat- 

They will be gone two weeks, vis-| Gene Autry, Rep’s gun-toting star,'ing with the authorities over the | 
iting Lincoln and Oklahoma City, Will play host to the assembled | showing of ‘Condemned’ | 


heedquarte f th i it — 
edquarters r : é : 
q = * . Sew (Indie), tried to trick the cops last | 





St. Louis, Jan. 16. 


|press and other guests and Mayor} 
While two men were put on in the | LaGuardia will give a quick spiel on | : 
south to represent Metro in exploi- 4 Mutual coast-to-coaster, j week by changing the name of the 
tation of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ Wil- | 0 ag ge gad eagle ag 
: aa which runs ; ; S- | 
i ogy a oe rnd Edison’ Will Preem In ak waa wie ee ee ee a 
—. —s with theatres in the} 7 , a dawn tos cciead oie a 
ield, unless dates pile up to the| : eae ey | 
point where M-G’s pond ~ can’t Inventor s Home Town _ When Millard’s plea for an injunc- | 
handle the volume. tion against the gendarmes and pros- | 
ret ies - Pe ecuting attorney’s office was nixed 
PP aes in oe ee Hollywood, Jan. 16. by Circuit Judge Eugene L Padberg, 
abies aathers Cucuiineedh i Wehr Metro’s ‘Young Mr. Edison,’ star- who acted on a report of a commit- | 
__e “pig oCugnout the coun- ring Mickey Rooney, gets it preem : sie 
try and these are handling the en-| ; ; tee he appointed to give the film the | 
amines ah pe = & in Port Huron, Mich., where the in- 0.0. at a private preview, Millard ob- | 
> ‘ . , | ventor spent his boyhood. tained an order calling on the cops, 
|, Date is some time in February etc. to show cause why an injunc- 
|to be determined after Barret Kies-| tion should not be issued. In the 
ling looks over the bally layout in meantime, Millard switched the 
Port Huron, name of the pic from ‘Condemned’ to 
‘The Tree of Life’ on the theatre and 


began the skedded run. 
Forster Moves Up + Two plainclothes men purchased 
Omaha, Jan. 16. tickets, saw the film, made the pinch 

Tri-States Theatres, which operates; Realignment of the advertising and and grabbed the celluloid. Millard | 
two first-run houses here, is spon- public information departments of W@S released on $1,000 bond pending 
soring Keith Wilson, Omaha World- Electrical Research Products, Inc., trial. 
Herald critic, on an afternoon ‘film!and Western Electric Co., was set| 
column’ over the newspaper’s radio | this week by P. L. Thomson, director | 
station, KOWH. ‘of public relations for the com- 

Wilson tells what’s coming up in’ panies. ‘ 
the way of pix at the Omaha the-| H. W. Forster, information chief 
atres, but does no reviewing on the, for the last 10 years, moves up to} Seattle, Jan. 16. 
air. ithe post of advertising manager for; Personals dail : 
both corporstions, while W. A. Wolff, Bird at the Becca Bence 
advertising chief, takes the position Evergreen) with ‘Geronimo’ (Par) 
left vacant by Forster. helped the gross, while the Injun| 


WB to Bolster Shorts 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 











Exhib Sponsors Omaha 
Fim Critic On Radio. 

















Indian Hypo 











Velly Smartee 
Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
Henry Friedman, op of the Lans- | 


downe theatre in Delaware County, | 
has found a way to beat the ban | 
against printing bank night an- a dozen directors and other per- Ducats and meeting the chief back- | 
nouncements in his newspaper ads, sonnel when the shorts department stage were the awards. | 

For the Monday night gimmick ,is moved here from the east next; A downtown parade, making the 
features, Friedman’s ad copy reads: , month. 

‘Confucious say Blank Nite To-| 
Nite.’ 





| als at clubs and other gags. Exploi- | 
tation included contest in Post in- | 
telligencer, 10 youngsters 


Hollingshead. Rivers, of H-E. 


New York’ a special premiere at the | 


ceeds to P-G for Finns. Only regs 
ular admission will be charged, but 
number of extra stunts are being 
planned at premiere to raise addi- 
Paper quickly gobbled 
up charity angle and has been going 
to town on picture all week with 


| Lincoln, Miami Beach, the night of| extra stories and photographs, film 


Jan, 31 at increased prices, with con- 'and theatre even getting a front- 


Picture has Alice Faye, Fred Mac- 


head of the cast. 

Christy Wilbert, of the h. 
Miami Wednesday (24) to work on 
the opening. 

Picture is scheduled for the Roxy, 


release. 


Zanuck, Schenck in N. Y. 


For Special Premieres 








World premieres of two 20th-Fox 


pictures, Maurice Maeterlinck’s ‘The | 


Blue Bird’ in Technicolor, at the 
Hollywood theatre on Jan. 19, and 
‘The Grapes of Wrath,’ at the Rivoli 
(24), will bring to New York a dis- 
tinguished group of players, 


wood. 

In the party will be Darryl F. 
Zanuck, Joseph M. Schenck, Gene 
Markey, associate producer of ‘The 
Blue Bird,’ and his wife Hedy La- 
marr; Jane Darwell, who plays Ma 
Joad in ‘The Grapes of Wrath’; and 
Sidney Lanfield, director. Latter 
will remain here to make _ back- 
ground scenes and tests of Carmen 


|Miranda for a forthcoming picture 


tentatively titled ‘South American 


Way.’ 
Johnny Russell, who plays the role 


whe has the role of Casy, the 


Warners plans the addition of half prizes for best colorings of a cartoon, Nunnally Johnson, who wrote the | Stern and Monroe Gr 


screen play and acted as associate 
producer on ‘Grapes’ and Irving Ber- 
lin, producer of musical productions 


| mayor a ‘chief’ and going on the air | for Twentieth Century-Fox, already | particular type of handling 
Staff will be headed by Gordon were other stunts arranged by Eddie | are in New York and will attend the | quired for this film from the John 


premieres. 


pro- | 
ducers and directors from Holly-! 


tinuous run following the next day. | page break as a result. 


| 


Murray and ‘tichard Greene at the! 





Wrath’ Will Beat 
‘Mice’ to Broadway 


‘Steinbeck 


0. ex-| 
ploitation department, is going to| 





Broadway’s Sweep- 


'N. Y., Feb. 2, date of its national stakes’ appears to have been won in 


ia photo finish by 20th-Fox. While 
| it has for several weeks had ‘Grapes 
lof Wrath’ booked into the Rivoli for 
ja Jan. 24 preem, United Artists is 
| still seeking a house for Hal Roach’s 
'filmization of the other Steinbeck 
‘novel, ‘Of Mice and Men.’ It now 
appears certain for the Roxy, but not 
‘for at least several days after 
‘Grapes’ opens. Better break from 
'the papers is figured for the first 
Steinbeck in. 

Paradoxical situation exists in the 
bookings. Roxy, 20th-Fox operated, 
will get the UA picture, while Rivoli, 
formerly run by UA, will get the 
Fox film. 





‘Schine Showmen 
View ‘Mice and Men’ 


Special screening of ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ (Roach-UA) for managers of 
,all Schine houses was held in Glov- 
| ersville, N. Y., headquarters for the 
| circuit, on Monday (15). Managers 
\from as far as Ohio were present, 
| hosted by J. Meyer and Louis Schine 
-and George Lynch, circuit film 





| chief co-oped swell in radio, person-|°f Tyltyl, Shirley Temple's brother _ buyer. 
in ‘The Blue Bird’; John Carradine, | 


Representing United Artists, dis- 
'tribs of the Hal Roach film, were dis- 


getting preacher, in ‘The Grapes of Wrath’; | trict managers Bert Stearn, Charles 


ithal, exploi- 
tation chief. UA is attempting to 
obtain as many screenings of this 
_type as possible in the belief that 8 
is re 





| Steinbeck novel. 
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Frisco 607% H.0.s; P.A.s Boost 
‘Honorable’ to 106, ‘Stripes’ 126 








San Francisco, Jan, 16. 
With hold-overs in some houses, 
and not so hefty bills in others, biz 
isn’t anything to rave about along 
Market Street. United Artists’ open- 
ing of ‘Slightly Honorable’ should 
approach a good $10,000. ‘Hunch- 
back’ into third week at the Golden 
Gate and should pull $9,500 for the 
stanza. Fox with ‘Invisible Stripes’ 
set for a fair $12,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fex (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘In- 
visible Stripes’ (WB) and ‘Private 
Detective’ (WB). Should draw 
$12,000, which is not too good in this 
house. Last week, ‘Four Wives’ 
(WB) and ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par), 
$14,200, warmish, . 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Hunchback’ (RKO) plus vaude. 
Picture held for third week. after 
doing land office business the first 
two. Looks like $9,500, after very 
good $17,000 last week. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
y’ (U) and ‘Mr. Williams’ 
(Col). Going into third week for 
tisfactory $9,000. Last week, 
2,800. Like other houses, take was 
held down somewhat because of day 
and night downpour of rain. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Wo- 
men Secrets’ (Par). Going into sec- 
d week and should emerge with 
air $9,500. Last week, good $13,000. 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Emergency 
uad’ (Par). Moved over from Fox. 
ould draw $6,000, which is okay. 
week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) and 
oneymoon’ (20th), fair $5,500. 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
ceed ‘to ane Honorable’ (UA). 
ened to good send-off with one 
ay personal appearance of Tay 
arnett, Edward Arnold, Broderick 
rawford. Claire Dodd, Phyllis 
ooks and Douglas Frowley. Should 
o good $10,000. Last week, ‘Raf- 
les’ (UA) and ‘March of Time’ took 
300, which was fair for third week 
of run. 
Warfeld (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
1 Chicago’ (M-G) and ‘Covered 
iler’ (Rep). Opened day early. 
iming for fair $10,000. Last week, 
lalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Nick Carter’ 
-G) in a second week of six days 
ew so-so $6,500. 


‘BALALAIKA’-"TURPS’ 
$7,000, OMAHA BLAH 


Omaha, Jan, 16. 


Theatre biz definitely blah here as 
eontinued heavy snows combined 
with so-so product to freeze out b.o. 
takes. Exhibs looking around for 
some premium idea to spring biz. 


‘Balalaika’ getting $7,000 at the 
maha for the town’s best. Bergen- 
eCarthy latest about the same in 
@ much-larger Orpheum. 
European ice revue, sponsored by 
k-Sar-Ben, doing n.s.h. in a week 
at the Ak Coliseum, 
Estimates for This Week 
Avenue-Dundee-Military Goldberg) 
(800-600-900; 10-25)—‘Drums’ (20th) 
d ‘On Toes’ (WB), dual, split with 
ware Spooks’ (Col), ‘Not Alone’ 
WB) and ‘Bright Boys’ (U), tripler. 











ood $1,600. Last week, ‘Babes’ 
M-G) and ‘Coed’ (M-G), dual, split 
With ‘Hells Angels’ (SR), ‘Sky| 


vils’ (SR) and ‘Stop Look Love’ 
20th), tripler, also $1,600. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) 
nd ‘Christian,’ (RKO) poor $3,000. 

ast week, ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d 
wk.), $4,000, good. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ (M-G). 
Nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Hardy 

on’ (M-G) and ‘Honeymoon’s Over’ 
20th), moveover from Paramount, 

000, average. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 


McCarthy Detective’ (U) and 
isco Kid’ (20th). So-so $7,000. 
st week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) and 


enry Arizona’ (M-G), $7,500, good. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
Tums’ (20th) and ‘Eternally Yours’ 
A), split with ‘Not Alone’ (WB) 
d ‘Bright Boys’ (U). Fair $900. 
st week, ‘Babes’ (M-G) and 
‘Sabotage’ (Rep), first run, dual, 
lit with ‘Alexander’ (20th) and 
— James’ (20th), dual, $900, so- 


Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—~—Flaming Lead’ (Cap), ‘Irish Luck’ 
Mon ) and, ‘Everything Ice’ (RKO), 
- st-run tripler, split with ‘Law Be- 
yond Range’ (Col), first run, ‘Hid- 
y Staircase’ (WB) and ‘Espionage 
gent’ (WB), tripler. Good $1,000. 
Last week. ‘Six Gun Trail’ (Cap), 

anger Flight?’ (Mon) and ‘Dis- 
arred’ (Par), first-run tripler, split 
With ‘Hidden Power’ (Col), first run, 
Waecrtront’ (WB) and ‘On Toes’ 

B), tripler, $1,000, good. 






Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week...........$1,701,700 


(Based on 26 cities, 177 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, inctuding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year. @eeeeeeee - $1,485,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 162 theatres) 


‘SHOP’ CHEERFUL 
$10,000 INK. C. 
BLIZZARD 


Kansas City, Jan. 16. 

Repeat performance by weather 
man brings adverse atmosphere very 
similar to last weekend. Mercury 
started downgrade Friday, and sleet 
and snow were dealt out Saturday to 
crimp weekend trade. This makes 
the most entended period of cold and 
snow K. C. has seen in several years, 
and there’s no outlook for any sud- 
den improvement. 


Line-up of films shows strong 
product and new bills in every spot. 
‘Four Wives’ at Orpheum, ‘Victor 
Herbert’ at the Newman and ‘Shop 
Around the Corner’ at Midland prov- 
ing strong magnets. ‘Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’ holding its own day and date 
in the Uptown and Esquire. But 
weather has the upper hand and 
grosses under what these attractions 
would normally pull. 

Outside competition stronger than 
usual with annual ice carnival of 
the skating club at the Pla-Mor Fri- 
day and Saturday at $1.65 top. Le- 
git company of ‘Golden Boy’ is in 
the Music Hall same days, and ‘Leave 
It to Me’ Sunday and Monday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U). Combined 
$6,500, fair enough in face of 
weather. Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) 
played holdover in both spots for 
$4,000, light. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
‘Shop Corner’ (M-G) and ‘Earl Chi- 
cago’ (M-G). Nice $10,000 in face 
of weather. Last week, ‘Raffles’ 
(UA) and ‘Music Heart’ (Col), $7,- 
800, light but partly explained by 
| weather. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
5-40)—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) opened 
Wednesday (10) and got in a couple 
of days before weather resumed its 
ugly course. Hindered on weekend, 
but showing nice $7,600, which tops 
anticipations and gives chance for 
holdover. Last week, ‘Rulers Sea’ 
(Par) sturdy $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Flying 
Deuces’ (RKO). Returns the house 
to Thursday openings. Getting more 
than satisfactory $7,000, good here 
with favorable weather. Last week, 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) played three 
days into third week for take of 











$1,000, okay following its two pre- 
vious weeks. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— 
\‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) with vaude. Held 


|down to $5,500. Last week, ‘Lost 


| Flyer’ (U) and ‘La Conga Carnival,’ 


| $5,600. 


‘Charlie,’ Sans French 
Trade, $5,000, Mont’] 


Montreal, Jan. 16. 
Three h.o.’s will pull down grosses. 
| French will not go for ‘Charlie Mc- 
' Carthy’ at Capitol, and balance are 
| so-so shows. ‘Hunchback’ in third 
| week is getting $6,000, as high as 
‘anything playing. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) — 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (3d wk). Point- 
ing toward good $6,000 after very 
' good second week at $9,000. 
| Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— 
| «Charlie McCarthy’ (U). Can’t get 
‘much French play, which will cut 
‘gross to $5,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Four Wives’ (WB), ditto. ; 
Loew’s (CT) (30-40-60) — Bala- 
laika’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good $6,000 
in sight after $9,000 last week. — 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50 )— 
\‘Night of Nights’ (Par) and ‘Tele- 
| vision Spy’ (Par). Not likely to ex- 
lceed $3200, weak. Last week, 











___ PICTURE GROSSES 








‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Wang China-| 
town’ (Mono), good $4,5 ” 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
Raffles’“€UA) (2d wk). Pointing to 
poor $1,800 after disappointing $2,800 
~~ week. 
mema de Paris (France-Film)— 

(600; 25-50)—‘Les 3 Valses’ (3d wk). 
searion $1,600 with fading $2,000 last 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—'Grand Pere’ and ‘Cure chez 
les Riches.’ Looks like good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Accord Final’ and ‘Met- 
ropolitan,’ so-so $4,200. 


HARDY’ $15,000, 
CLEVE. BETTER 


Cleveland, Jan. 16. 
Snow is slowly melting off the 
downtown houses and thawing most 
of their grosses. ‘Judge Hardy and 








VARIETY 








Destry’ Gallops to Big 25446, L.A. 
But ‘Wind’ 3d Still Tops, $50,000; 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
. +. - $352,500 
(Based on 12 theatresy 
Total Gross Same Week 
YT SEO $300 
(Based on 12 theatresy 














ing enough traction at State to pass 
others with solid matinee trade. 


along, 
Dietrich town, within an arm’s 
length of the Hardy family. ‘In- 
visible Stripes’ teamed with ‘Hellza- 
fire’ unit not exhibiting enough fire 


Son,’ despite a wet getaway, is show- | 


‘Destry Rides Again’ is pressing | 
although this is an anti-| 


DETROIT PACK, 
$18,900 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 





at Palace—recent ‘Moulin Rouge’ 
smash took edge off it—but move- 
over ‘Hunchback’ at Allen is straight- 
ening Allen’s back for one of its 


peak figures. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 
35)—‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and ‘Big 
Guy’ (U) (2d run). Going well with 
thriller trade. Full stanza and $1,800 
in sight. Last week, ‘Road Back’ 
(U) and ‘Carnival’ (reissues) $1,100 
for half a frame. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO). Moved over 
from the Hipp. Grand $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) did 
above-average $3,500. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—‘Eternally’ (UA). A shift back 
to second-runs, but worthwhile with 


$2,300 for seven days. Last week, 
‘Goose Steps’ (Ind) and. ‘Reno’ 
(RKO) (2d run) so-so $1,200 for 
four days. 





Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
|—‘Destry’ (U). Looks no better than 
$12,000. Not half as hot as last 
| week’s ‘Hunchback’ (RKO), which 
easily took $11,000 on a h.o. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB) with 
‘Hellzafire’ unit on stage. A combo 
that somehow just misses fire, $12,- 
000 being a bit low. Last week, 
Erstad sen Happens’ (20th). plus 
|Mary Martin and Wally Vernon also 
| dropped to $13,000 although vaude 
'was one of the house’s best. Film 
killed by Henie’s p.a. at rival Arena. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
;—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G). 
ithe week’s topper and satisfactory 
| for this time of the year. Last week, 
|‘Housekeeper’ (UA), was on the 
edge, $11,000, just getting by. 
| Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972)—‘House- 
keeper’ (UA). 
State on a chance it might improve, 
‘and doing it with $4,000. Last week, 
| ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) on shove-over dis- 
| played similar pick-up, $5,000, fine. 





At $15,000, | 


Shoved in by the 


After some healthy business over 
j the holidays, trade seems to have 
; leveled off and should hit about the 
/average this week. But big things 


|are impending for the last of the 
month — maybe that’s why the 
customers are holding off to some 
degree—with advance orders rolling 
in heavily for ‘Gone with the Wind, 
due for a double showing starting 
Jan. 25 at the United Artists and 
| Wilson, and ‘The Blue Bird,’ also due 
;to roadshow starting Feb. 2 at the 
Adams. 

‘Destry Rides reg boosted by 
| rave reviews, got off to a big start at 
| the Fox and should be the leader, al- 

though Michigan with ‘Victor Her- 
‘bert’ as top feature, and United 
| Artists with ‘Shop Around the 
‘Corner’ should run strong. 


| Estimates for This Week 








| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 


| ‘That’s Right’ (RKO) (lst. wk, 2d 
‘run) and ‘Allegheny ~ Uprising’ 
| (RKO) (1st wk, 2d run). Complete 
| bill moved over from Fox after a 
good stanza there. Looks like aver- 
age $5,500. Last week, ‘Swanee’ 
| (20th) (2d run) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ 
| (Col) held up to a decent $6,000. 
| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 


‘DESTRY PACES 





Herbert’ 186, Raffles’ $18,100 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 


Barring a few exceptions, business 
in the first runs is proceeding at a 
brisk pace, with the weekend ac- 
counting for hefty takes in a number 
of houses.. ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
continues to lead the town by a com- 
fortable margin, day-dating at the 
Carthay Circle and United Artists 
(downtown). In fact, the third week 
of the ‘Wind’ blow is several hun- 
_—_ dollars ahead of the second ses- 
sion. 

Among the newcomers, ‘Destry 
Rides Again,’ at the Pantages and 
RKO, is piling up substantial grosses, 
coupled with ‘Blondie Brings Up 
— and will be held for a second 
wee 


‘Raffles,’ which is day-dating at the 
Warner Downtown and the Holly- 
wood, is giving a nice enough ac- 
count of itself, but comes out after 
one week. Loew’s State and Grau- 
man’s Chinese are having a poor 
week with ‘Secret of Dr. Kildare’ and 
‘Cisco Kid and the Lady.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circie (Fox) (1,518; 75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Wind’ (M-G) (3d wk). Ad- 
vance mail orders have swamped the 
boxoffice, and five incoming phones 
are constantly busy answering reser- 
vation calls. Third week is another 
big $21,500. Second stanza ended 
with $21,600, each night being ca- 
pacity and mats almost total sellouts. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-W-C) (2,024: 
30-40-55-65 )—‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Just a couple 
of pictures so far as public is con- 
cerned, and answer will be slim $7,- 
700. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
and ‘Turps’ (M-G), okay $9,800. 

Downtewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Reno’ 
(RKO). Business on upturn with 
good $9,500 in sight. Last week, ‘Child 
Born’ (WB) and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep), 
dismal $6,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Mice’ (UA) (4th wk). Continues 
in profit ranks, with another $3,000 
likely on current stanza. Third week 
just topped $4,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Reno’ (RKO). 
First Goldwyn pic tc play house in 





several months, will finish with nice 
$8,600. Last week, ‘Child Born’ (WB) 
and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep), very weak 


55)—‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Song Heart’ | $4,500 


heats Giving healthy signs of a 
| good | $18,500. Last week, ‘That's 
Right’ (RKO) and ‘Allegheny Up- 


| rising’ (RKO) slumped some after 
| good start, but ended all right with 
| $16.500. 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
| 30-40-55) — ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) 
| and ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO). Should 
iget an okay $13,500. Last week, 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Nick 
Carter’ (M-G) same figure. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 
| (3.000; 30-40-55)—‘Invisible Stripes’ 
| (WB) and ‘Reno’ (RKO). Average 


| $6,000. Last week, ‘Geronimo’ (Par) | 
j}and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par), all right | 


$7,000. 

| United Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Shop’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Bluegrass’ (WB). Average $9,000. 
|Last week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Turps’ (M-G), choice $12,500. 





‘Spithre-Dick Poweli 15146, Cincy 








Cincinnati, Jan. 16. 

Smiles aplenty currently, with 
general biz maintaining bullish 
stride for fourth consecutive week. 
‘Wind,’ in fourth week at the Capitol. 
is holding even-Stephen with last 
| week’s wham pull, which exceeded 
the first, week’s. Best single day’s 
'gross so far on this pic was registered 
Saturday (13) with turnaways on all 
|three performances. Patrons are 
coming back for second and even 
| hird viewings. Mail and long-distance 
/ telephone ticket orders spread to a 
| 200-mile radius. oe 
| Of the fresh releases, ‘Gulliver's 
| Travels’ is the forerunner this week. 
| racking up a dandy Albee figure. ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ is not far behind with 
a winning Palace take. Lyric is do- 
ing fair on ‘Invisible Stripes.’ 
| Making his first Cincy p.a., Dick 
| Powell is magneting the combo 
Shubert to fine returns. Vaude bill 
is linked with ‘Mexican Spitfire.’ 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Gul- 


‘liver’ (Par). Dandy $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB), nice 
$12.000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 75-$1-$1.50) 
—‘Wind’ (M-G) (4th wk). No let- 
down from last week’s terrific tug. 
‘and heading for the same $25,000 
!mark, which means more than $100,- 


‘Gulliver’ Fast $13,500—Meredith P. A. Helps ‘Mice’ | 
to 11!1,G—Rest Nice 


1000 for the first four weeks. Mini- 
mum stay of eight weeks a cinch. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian’ (RKO), split with ‘20,000 Men’ 
(20th) and ‘Flying U’ (Ind). Normal 
$2,200. Same last week on ‘Fugitive 
At Large’ (Col) and ‘Heaven Wire 
Fence’ (20th), split with ‘Demon 
Barber’ (Select) and ‘Frog’ (Select). 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ 
(RKO) (2d run), very good $5,000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘In- 
visible Stripes’ (WB). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) (2d run), 


okay $4,200. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Mice and Men’ (UA). Helped by 


visit of Burgess Meredith for meet- 
ing with cricks, which resulted in 
interview spreads, also by extra ad 
space in dailies and a classified ad 
tieup with the Times-Star. Good 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ 
(M-G), poor $8,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 42-60)— 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) and Dick 
Powell topping variety layout. Very 
good $15,500. Last week, ‘Honey- 
moon’ (20th) and 
revue, sagged in last half to a dis- 
appointing $11,500. 


Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—‘Television Spy’ (Par) and Chris- 
tian’ (RKO) plus vaudeville. Should 
hit about average $7,000. Last week, 
‘Sabotage’ (Rep) and ‘Scandal Sheet 
(Col), fair $6,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 


‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Blondie Baby’ 
(Col). Heading house for lucrative 
$12,000. Last week, four-day third 


round of ‘Hunchback’ (RKO), ordi- 
nary $3,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Vietor. Herbert’ (Par) and stage 
show. Biz hitting high spots again 
|and first week should garner easy 
$18,500, incurring holdover. Last 
week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par), five-day third 
stanza, very good $9,400. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Destry’ 
(U) and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col). Hit- 
ting lively pace for very good $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Hunchback’ (RKO), four- 
day third sesh, good $5,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) and 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Showing weak- 
ness at $10,000. Last week, ‘Bala- 
laika’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ (M-G), dis- 
appointing $11,400. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 75- 
$1-$1.50)—‘Wind’ (M-G) (3d wk). No 
signs of abating interest, and cur- 
rent week should pile up another 
terrific $28,500. Second full week, 
with reserved seat policy for night 








‘Moulin Rouge’ | 


shows inaugurated (8), hit great 
$28,000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65 )—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Turps’ 
(M-G). Will not be very hot on 
moveover, as $4,700 attests. Last 
week, ‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘City 


Chance’ (20th), okay $5,600. 


PORT. FORTE; ‘SHOP’ 
926, ‘HERBERT’ $6,000 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 16. 

Parker’s Broadway rated a heavy 
winner this week with a pair of 
biz-getters, ‘Raffles’ and ‘Intermezzo.’ 
It was also bonanza time fore the 
Paramount with ‘Great Victor Her- 
bert.’ A third bellringer currently 
ged Around the Corner’ at the 








Destry Rides Again’ kept going for 
a third week at the Mayfair to even 
| pickings. 





Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 30-35- 
| 40)—‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Intermezzo’ 
| (UA). Two strong ones putting this 
| house Over in great style for good 
$5,700. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
is ‘Nick Carter’. (U) had a better 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Herbert’ $17,000, Chi’ 126, Philly; 


Mice’ Squeaky, Rest in Doldrums 





| 
| (850; 27-42)—‘Hunchback’ (RKO). 
Moved from Fifth Ave. for third 
week. Capable $2,400 in store. Last 
week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Wit- 
ness Vanishes’ (U) (3d wk). $2,500, 
good for six days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
600; 27-42)—‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G) 
and ‘Turps’ (M-G). Okay $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Geronimo’ (Par), with 
personals by Chief Thunder Cloud, 
and plenty of ballyhoo, and ‘Reno’ 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
Stiff competish from the ‘Ice Fol- | 
lies of 1940,’ which closed at the, 
Arena on Sunday (14), and heavy 
rains over the week-end, serving to 
slow down grosses this week. 
Despite heavy billboard and news- 
paper advertising for ‘Mice and 
Men,’ Steinbeck’s opus is failing to 


‘Victor Herbert,’ turning in $9,000 at 


*‘DESTRY’ 1112G, DENVER 


‘Victor Herbert’ Fine $9,000—Bal- 
alaika’ and ‘Child’ Strong 








Denver, Jan. 16. 
All first runs, excepting two, are 
running on above-average grosses, 


the Denham, 
showing. 
‘Destry’ at the Denver, ‘Balalaika’ 
dualled at the Orpheum, and ‘A 
Child Is Born’ twinned at the Para- 
mount are garnering {fine figures, 
Estimates for Fhis Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 


rates a h.o. on this, 


click at the Aldine. ‘Balalaika’ struck 
a snag after a heavy first week, and 
‘Little Shop Around the Corner’ isn’t 
setting any records at the Boyd. 

Untouched by the slump is ‘Victor 
Herbert,’ having a healthy run at the 
Stanley, and ‘Ear] of Chicago’ at the 
Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1.303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Mice and Men’ (UA). Way below 
expectations with a pallid $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA) hit the to- 
boggan with a poor $7,100 for its 
second week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—Hardy Son’ (M-G) (3d run) (2d 
wk). Also skidding with a poor $2,- 
400 in the offing. May be pulled be- 
fore the week’s out for ‘Rulers of the 
Sea’ (Par). Last week, Rooney 
starrer did a neat $3,400. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Shop’ (M-G). Kind treatment from 
pic ganderers isn’t helping much. 
Only a fair $15,000- for eight days. 
Will be pulled Thursday for the 
opening of ‘Wind.’ Last week, ‘Four 
Wives’ (WB) did a neat $11,700 for 
its second trip. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G). This comedy 
looks like a bright $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Destry’ (U) kept up her prof- 
itable ride with a nifty $9,100 for 
round number two. ‘Wind’ unveils 
here Friday (19). c 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Balalaika’ (M-G) (2d wk). Taking 
a licking for its second turn with a 
sad $10,000 after a smash $18,000 for 
its initial canto. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—Four Wives’ (WB) (2d run). No 
slowup for the Lane opus with a 
ery $5,100 after run at the Boyd. 

ast week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) even bet- 
ter with $5,900 for a second run 
showing. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68)— 
*‘Destry’ (U) (2d run). Netting a par 
$4,500 after moveover from Earle. 
Last week ‘Swanee’ (20th) just 
shaded it with $4,600. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—Victor Herbert’ (Par). Musical is 
leading the coin league with a nifty 
$17,000, buoyed up by heavy exploi- 
tation. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ 
(RKO) dropped to a so-so $9,800 for 
its second trip after a hefty $26,500 
on its opener. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Mr. Williams’ (Col). Garnering a 
fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Child Born’ 
(WB) sailed to a high $6,900 due to 
press and radio buildup. 


‘Swanee’ Lush $7,590, 
Seattle; Bowes Unit 








Ups ‘Money’ to 66' 





Seattle, Jan. 16. 
Hamrick-Evergreen press 


Avenue at pop roadshow prices—six 
bits at matinees and $1.15 evenings, 
including taxes. Loges selling at 
$1.50 plus tax. 

This week ‘Swanee,’ coupled with 
‘Missing Evidence,’ is the big noise, 
topping town at the Fifth Ave. with 
$7,500, despite Hamrick-Evergreen’s 
emphasis on ‘Wind.’ ‘Money to Burn’ 
at the Palomar is benefiting by the 
Bowes unit on stage, while ‘Raffles’ 
dual at the Paramount is forte. 

Downtown biz holding to fair re- 
sults. However, a Seattle problem is 
to get the suburbans to jell. for the 
take has been somewhat off in the 
sticks. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-42)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and 
‘Nick Carter’ (M-G). Starting a third 
sesh here after two weeks at the 
Paramount theatre. Good $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par), five 
days, $1,900, fair for third week. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Drums’ (20th) and 
‘Here a Stranger’ (20th) (2d run). 


Paced at nice $3,200. Last week, ‘In- | 


termezzo’ (UA) and ‘Fast Furious’ 
(M-G) (2d run), held three days, 
mild $1,450. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.349; 27-42)—‘Swanee’ (20th) and 
‘Missing Evidence’ (U). Big $7,500, 
despite major plugs for coming ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ Last week, ‘Hunch- 
back’ (RKO) (2d wk), $5,300, fair for 
six days. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)— | 


‘Mr. Williams’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Baby’ (Col) (4th wk). Anticipating 
okay $3,300. Last week, same films, 
dandy $4,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


staff | 
readying to go into high gear for 
‘Gone With Wind,’ booked into Fifth 


‘Four Wives’ (WB), after a week at 
the Denver. Still getting a fair $3,- 
500. Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th), 
after a week at the Denver, turned 
in an average $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Hunchback’ (RKO), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum. Fair $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and 
‘Spitfire’ (RKO), after a week at the 


(RKO), dual, $6,100, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-27- 
37-42)—‘Money to Burn’ (Rep) plus 
Bowes unit on stage. Sighting big 
$6,000. Last week ‘Man from Mont- 
real’ (U) and ‘Main St. Lawyer’ 
(Rep), and vaude, Hilton Sisters 
topping, $5,000, okay. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
TPaugh it Of (UD, at, $5,600. good. 
‘Laug : ,» at $5,600, good. | Orpheum, were ok 2,500. 
Last week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and P ” okay at $2,500 


_— ;. |} Denham (Cockrill) (1,790; 25-35- 
ar pgp al yg (2d wk), $3,700, |40)—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par). Taking 


: - 31-32) | a fine $9,000 and holding. Last week, 
earterel Gieiins) GU LD ‘Culler tea aid ice 9.000 
(U) (2d run). May get $2,000, okay, | its third week. - ' 
Last week (27-42)—‘Invisible Stripes’} Demver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
(WB) (2d wk), $2,700, okay. ‘Destry’ (U). Fine $11,500. Last 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16-| week, ‘Four Wives’ (WB) was good 
32)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) and ‘Cat | at $11,000. 
Canary’ (par) (2d run), Fair $1200) Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-25-40) 
n store. eek, . > | — Balalaika’ - an ‘Reno’ 
ties’ (WB) and ‘Shall Have Music’| (RKO). Slick $10,000. Last week, 

















Louisville, Jan. 16. 
Letup in winter temperatures over 
the week-end and better driving 
conditions on the streets bringing 
patrons out in hefty numbers for the 
\current pix. Product well on the 
‘okay side, with topper ‘Swanee 


week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and ‘Little 
Accident’ (U) were nice at $5,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) —‘Swanee’ 
Shop’ Okay $8,000, 
‘Money’-Vaude 116, 
Indianapolis Too Icy 





Wednesday, January 17, 19.19 


‘Happens -Welk-Minevitch $1 3000, 


Mpls.; ‘Herbert’ 96, Adult Films Big 





a 


and Sunday performances. Met plans 
to tilt prices at ho. hoping to get 
75 cents weekday mats and $1.10 for 
nights and Sunday mats. All ads 
carry line that pic will be shown ‘in 
its entirety exactly as it is being 
shown on Broadway.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) —‘Remem- 
ber’ (M-G) and ‘City Darkness’ 
(20th). Quiet $13,000. Last week, 
‘Charlie McCarthy’ (U) and ‘Reno’ 
(RKO), uneventful $13,500. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) — ‘Four 
Wives’ (WB) and ‘One Hour’ (U) 
(2d wk). Good response to pair. 
Nice $16,000. Last week, fine $19,000. 


Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘House- 
keeper’ (UA) and ‘Bad Little Girl’ 
(M-G). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
‘Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Little Tough 
Guys’ (U), satisfactory $15,000. 


Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Gul- 
liver’ (Par) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). 
Bright $18,000 in view. Last week, 
‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and ‘Blondie 
Baby’ (Col) (2d wk) drew nifty 
$16,000. . 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40) — ‘Music 
Heart’ (Col) and ‘Exile Express’ 
(GN). Attractive $5,000. Last week, 
‘Night of Nights’ (Par) and ‘Scandal 
Sheet’ (Col), so-so $4,500. 


‘Remember -Flesh 
Fancy 24G, Pitt.; 
‘Housekeeper’ Oke 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 


Biz this week almost the exclusive 
property of the Stanley and Penn. 
They’re grabbing off practically 
everything there is, leaving only a 
few crumbs lying around for the re- 
maining first-runners. Stanley has 
‘Folies Parisienne’ unit to boost ‘Re- 
member?’ into the hit parade, and 
Penn has a winner, too, in ‘House- 
keeper’s Daughter.’ 











(20th)., after a week at each the 
River’ dualled at Rialto. This pic Indianapolis, Jan. 16 


(UA), $2,200, fair. ‘Hunchback’ (RKO? was good in its 
second week at $9,000. 
9 @ Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
@ e- ces: ‘Child Born’ (WB) and ‘On Toes’ 
b 
‘Swanee Hot 96, 
waniee 0 Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Man Could 
sume ; " |Not Hang’ (Col). Good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Everything Happens’ (20th), 
ce ice after a week at each the Denver and 
. | Aladdin, and ‘Heroes Blue’ (Mono), 
was brought in specially for New| with the town still in the grip of 
Year’s eve show, and returned for| cold weather and snow hampering 
regular run Friday (12). Lines at’ traffic, no one in the downtown area 
the wicket looking more like normal | 


(WB). Getting a peppy $5,000. Last 
were good at $1,800. 
onatn jis grabbing big coin this week. 





Loew’s is taking top coin of pic 

nn: ’ , : ‘ 
gi, and a oo Ontned houses with ‘Shop Around Corner’ 
day early Thursday (11). Two b.o.|4nd ‘Nick Carter.” Former pic is 


lines in front of the house, one for | given all the breaks in billing, with 
the current film, and one for ‘Gone}Lubitsch played over stars in ads. 
With Wind,’ which opens Friday (19)| Circle is next in line with ‘Victor 
with matinee and night shows. Brisk | Herbert’ and ‘All Women Have Se- 
advance sale, with mats priced at|crets.’ Big Indiana is under par, 
75e and night sat $1 and $1.50 for | dualling ‘Brother Rat and Baby’ and 
reserved seats. | ‘British Intelligence.’ Apollo, hold- 
‘Child Is Born’ on single at Mary | ig over ‘Hunchback’ after first week 
Anderson, and ‘Geronimo’ dualled | 3t Indiana, is better than average. 
with ‘Mexican Spitfire’ at Strand,| Lyric, only stage show in town, is 
wel! on okay side. pets yess Vonwaae v' anal Bn 
z : ; vaude headlinin ea n ids 
. gg ch lige ‘and Andy Devine. 
rown oew s-four venue) | 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) | cammanee Coe Tits ‘Week 
‘and ‘Music Heart’ (Col). Spotted in! Apollo (1.100; 25-30-40) — ‘Hunch- 
| after sock week at Loew’s State, and | back’ (RKO). Second week after 
aiming toward good $3,000. Last | first playing Indiana. Okay $3,000. 
| week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) and ‘Thor-| Last week, ‘Swanee’ (20th), mild $2,- 
|oughbreds’ (RKO), felt the bad | 300 on similar holdover. ai 
| weather conditions with mild $1,600. | 5, het pene 4 paren a oe 
; 7 ) n omen Secre 
|p Mentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)—/ (par). Only so-so $6,500. Last week 


‘Real Glory’ (U) and ‘First Love’ | ‘Evervthi H > "¢9 
(U). Back in stride, now that! i — i Oth) and 
weather has moderated. Around $1.- ; Jane Withers heading vaude on stage, | 


| 500, fair. Last week, ‘Disputed Pas- | eee ee 25-30-40)—‘Rat and | 
| Sage’ (Par) and ‘Eternally’ (UA). Baby’ (WB) and ‘British Intelligence’ | 
| split with ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and| (wp). Under par $5,500. Last week, | 


‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), weak $1.200. | ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) ni 
; : : } nifty $8,700, hurt 
| Loew's State (Loew's) (3.100; 15-| comewhat by Lad wontes | 


| 30-40)—‘Mice and Men’ (UA) and ’ ’ ‘ ’ 
‘Secret Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Opened Pg 3 Coe’ ey ae | 
with nice notices from newspaper 000. Last week ‘Raffles’ (UA) and | 


cricks, and b.o. lines at the wicket. | «y,,_.:; ; : Lan 
| Pointing to okay $8,000. Last week. gggog 1° (Col) disappointing | 


| ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G) and ‘Music Heart’ | = ; 
, (Col) surmounted adverse weother | ychcu Pig ele Cae 25-30-40) — | 
and traffic conditions to tally big! peaded by Andy xe A = — 


$10.500 and moveover. End Ki : 
: . % ds. Fair $11,500, but profit- | 
| ,,Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- apie. Last week, ‘City Chenee’ 


| 30-40)—‘Child Born’ (WB). Pulling | A 
| plenty of femmes at mats. Nights also. hee i we ae bey Need th unit, 


‘stacking up well. Patrons able to 
‘GULLIVER’ 18G, B’KLYN 


| leave their homes now, with streets 
, pretty clear of ice, and this pic is 

‘Housekeeper’ Dual Slick $15,000— 
‘Remember’—‘Darkness’ $13,000 














| 
| 








'reaping result of more favorable 
' weather. Aiming at very good $3.500. 
|Last week, ‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB), 
fair $3,000. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
, 30-40)—‘Swanee’ (20th) and ‘City| 
Chance’ (20th), with ‘March of Time’| Three major business getters in 
‘added. Had ’em lined up at the, downtown area this stanza are 
wicket from opening day and, with Fabian Paramount flashing ‘Gul- 
favorable weather continuing, should liver’s Travels’ and ‘Cisco Kid and 
| head for neat figure. Pic had benefit Lady’; Fabian Fox in second week 
| of New Year’s eve preview, and from with ‘Four Wives’ and ‘One Hour to 
indications was a help in boosting biz, Live,” and lLoew’s Metropolitan 
| for regular run. Pointing toward fine housing “Housekeeper’s 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘Hunchback’ | and ‘Bad Little Girl.’ 
(RKO), big $9,000. | _Loew’s Metropolitan taking plenty 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- | display space in local gazettes to in- | 
30-40)—‘Geronimo’ (Par) and ‘Spit- form populace of arrival of ‘Gone. 
fire’ (RKO). Fair $3,000. Last week.| with the Wind’ Feb. 1 with non- 
| ‘Mr. Williams’ (Col) and ‘Cisco Kid’| reserved seats available weekday 
' (20th), mild $2,800. imatinees and reserves for nightly | 











Brooklyn, Jan. 16. 





Daughter’ | 


_ter’s death, and Pittsburgh symphony 
‘picked Morton Gould arrangement of 


, certs, Lot of publicity for both these 


| blazed down homestretch like house 


Elsewhere all isn’t so well except 
at Senator, where ‘Swanee River,’ on 
move-over from Alvin after two 
weeks there, is holding ur bg! nice- 
ly. So nicely, in fact, that it may 
continue for a fourth downtown 
stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘High School’ (20th) and ‘Music 
Heart’ (Col). Nothing here to warm 
the heart, twinner being merely a 
filler pending arrival of some new A 
product. Looks like around $3,600 in 
six days, if that. Moves out Wednes- 
day night (17) for premiere of ‘Green 
Hell’ (U), proceeds going to Finnish 
relief. Last week, second of ‘Swanee’ 
(20th), okay at $6,700. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—‘Sons’ (RKO) and ‘Day Bookies 
Wept’ (RKO). Around $2,500, pretty 
much on dull side. Spot reverts to 
singles again tomorrow (17) with 
‘Geronimo’ (Par). Last week, ‘Secret 
Kildare’ (M-G) got two and a. half 
days of a second week and pretty 
fair $1,400. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Housekeeper’ (UA). Spicy advance 
campaign got this one off to flying 
start. Good notices, together with | 
excellent word of mouth, are keeping | 
it going at top speed. Should have 
no trouble knocking down $15,000 
and may even slip over that figure, 
with an outside chance of film going | 
to Warner for h.o. Last week, ‘Ba- | 
lalaika’ (M-G) not among season’s | 
biggies at $11,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) | 
—‘Swanee’ (20th). Moved here after | 
fortnight at Alvin and has plenty left 
on ball. Got swell break at opening 
here when city staged big observance 
of 76th anniversary of Stephen Fos- 


Foster medley for its week-end con- 





events, all of which reacted nicely in 
film’s favor. Should do $3,500, all | 
right, and possibly enough to get still , 
another week. Last week. exit of; 
stage shows, ‘Little Accident’ (U) and, 
oni  eaoeienie ork pretty sluggish at. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— | 





Minneapolis, Jan. 16, 
Another stage show, headed 

Lawrence Welk’s orchestra B.. | 
Borah Minevitch’s ‘Harmonica Rage 
cals,’ is putting the Orpheum out in 
front again in the boxoffice race, 
‘Everything Happens’ js the film. The 
4,000-seat Minnesota, by shutterin 
was stricken from the starters, an 
its absence is expected to benefit the 
other participants. After 32 weekg 
of independent vaudfilm operatio 
the $2,000,000 de luxe houe called i 
a day last Thursday, and its future 
now is shrouded in doubt. 


Among the film newcomers, ‘Great 
Victor Herbert,’ at the State. is cap. 
turing the most attention. Film wag 
given a heavy newspaper advertising 
campaign. 

No less than two of the current 
screen offerings, ‘Intermezzo’ and ‘A 
Ghild Is Born,’ at the World and Gos 
pher, respectively, have been adver. 
tised as ‘adult entertainment.’ A 
third, ‘Rasputin,’ Esquire film. r= | 
had its newspaper ad copy refus 
because of Legion of Decency oppo- 
sition. 

Greatest recent boxoffice perform. 
er among the films, ‘Hunchback of 
Notre Dame,’ has moved over to the 
Century for an extension of its loo 
first run. It chalked jp a sensationa 
gross at the State last week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)~ 
‘Nick Carter’ (M-G) and ‘Honeye 
moon’s Over’ (20th). En route 
satisfactory $1,600. Last week, ‘Chan 
City Darkness’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Montreal’ (U), $1,800, good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 25-35- 
40) — ‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
Moveover from the State. and deme 
onstrating unexpected pulliny power, 
Good $6,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d wk), $5,200, 
okay. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290 35-40). 
‘Rasputin’ (French) (4th wk). Winde 
ing a ae! profitable run. Busle 
ness gan slipping when newspas 
pers refused its ads following sube 
scribers’ protests. Pretty good $800 
meee. Last week, $900, satisface 
ory. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 25). 
‘Child Born’ (WB). Sensational newae 
paper ad copy playing a_ part 
bringing in customers. Ballyhoo 
strongly as ‘adult entertainment, 
with no children’s tickets sold. B 
$4,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Night 
— (Par), light $2,600 in six 
ays. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20¢ 
30-40)—Last week, ‘Man Arizona’ 
(Mono) and Bob Zurke and O'’Cone 
nor Family on stage. Wind-up for 
house. Closing advertised as ’teme 
porary,’ but some rumors that ! 
will be permanent, Final week mil 
$7,000. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35+ 
50) — ‘Everything Happens’ (20th), 
with Lawrence Welk band and Borah 
Minnevitch’s ‘Harmonica’ Rascals 
heading stage show. Picture and 
flesh-and-blood performers heartil 
approved. Heading for good $13,004 
Last week, ‘Secret Kildare’ (M-G 
ae FOR Dorsey on stage, $16,500, 
good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
—‘Victor Herbert’ (Par). Presence 
of Minneapolis child singer, Suzanne 
Larson, in cast adds to local interest. 
Pretty good $9,000 indicated. Last 
nga ‘Hunchback’ (U), $12,500, very 


ig. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘That’s Right’ (RKO), split with ‘Ni 
notchka’ (M-G). First neighborhoo 
showings. Traveling satisfactory $3,- 
200 pace. Last week, ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par), $2,900, okay. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Intermezzo’ (UA). Sold as sex 





picture, love angle being stressed. 
Newspaper ads advise children’s non- 
attendance. Heavier than usual ad- 


| vertising. Aiming toward good $3,* 


000. Last week, ‘Neighbors, Carters’ 
(Par) (4th wk), $1,200, mild after 
pretty good preceding week. 


‘Hardy’ 4G, ‘Raffles’ 
$3,200, Lincoln Okay 


Lincoln, Jan. 16. 
‘Judge Hardy’ and ‘Raffles’ are the 
two steppers this week, with ‘Bala- 
laika’ getting away slowly, but 
showing signs of being a. comer to 
the end. Tendency in the J. H. 
Cooper houses, Stuart and Nebraska, 





has been to hold back on the cream 


during the first part of the month, 


‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Folies Pa-| being submitted as theatre-row evi- 


risienne.’ Stage show being chiefly | 
credited with altogether favorable | 


| week, even though take won’t ap-, : 
proach that rolled up in past by other ; due to open this month. 


of Clifford Fischer’s music hall units. 
Headed for around $24,000, which 
isn’t to be sneezed at under present | 
conditions. Last week, Ted Lewis 


afire, when freezing weather let up. 


‘and with ‘Eternally’ (UA) grabbed 


fine $23,000. 4 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Reno’ 
(RKQ) and ‘British Intelligence’ | 
(WB). Will hardly break $4,000. ' 


| Last week, ‘Hardy Son’ (M-G), on; 


h.o. from Stanley, fine at $6,000. | 


| Nice $1.000. 


| (1,000; 


dence that co. is planning a smash 
getaway for 
seater, now being remodelled, but 


the Lincoln. 1,600- 


Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15)-—‘Roll, Wagons’ (Mono) and 
‘Forbidden Valley’ (U), split with 
‘Son Frankenstein’ (U) (re-issue). 
Last week, ‘Prison, 
Break’ (WB) and ‘Kanses Terrors 
(Rep) split with ‘Last Fxnress’ (U) 
and ‘Arizona Kid’ (Rep). <o-so $800. 
Liberty (NTI -Nob!- - Federer) 
10-25-35) — ‘Raffles’ ‘UA). 
Okay $3,200. Last week, ‘Four 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Anstralia Eases Film Tax On Local 


Distribs But Maintains U, §. Duties 





Canberra, Dec. 27. 

Following heavy pressure from lo- 
cal newsreel and production execs, 
the Federal government has prom- 
jsed to wipe out the 2c per foot tax 
recently imposed on raw stock. This 
would only apply to the local in- 
dustry, with the U. S. interests 

as previously. 
go Minister Lawson empha- 
sized to a local film deputation that 
it was not the intention of the Gov- 
ernment to harm in any way the 
home industry. Ken G, Hall (Cine- 
sound), following the introduction of 
the impost, pointed out to authori- 
ties that such a tariff would mean 
the complete finish of local newsreel 
units because of the high increase 
over their present duties. Hall was 
backed up in his appeal by other 
leading units connected with the 
e biz. 

weaderitood that the British dis- 
tribs will now make an appeal for a 
remission of the 2c burden. Former- 
ly, the British paid no duty on film. 
There is indication that the Govern- 
ment will heed the Britishers’ pleas. 

The Motion Picture Distribs Ass’n 
ig-mulling action on the added tax, 
which Bernie Freeman, its prez, says 
would mean $500,000 extra cost to 
the U. S. distribs. So far the out- 
look doesn’t look at all rosy, with the 
possibility of further slugs in 1940. 

MPDA is also bothered over the 
20% or more coin-freeze on foreign 
rentals. Known that N. Y. moguls 
are not in favor of putting any cold 
coin into the local production field, 
said to be one way out of the prob- 
lem. U. S. distribs would prefer to 
leave coin in storage rather than sink 
it into local production. The MPDA 
will huddle further with the Govern- 
ment on the new tax, coin-freeze and 
possibility of easing import restric- 
tions. 


Jewish Artists Evade 
Magyar Job Curbs By 


Private Performances 








Budapest, Jan. 1. 
In order .to aid Jewish actors, 
artists, and writers who have not 
been admitted to the Stage Chamber 





or are otherwise deprived of the 
possibility of earning a living in con- | 
Sequence of anti-Semitic laws, the} 
Cultural Society of Budapest’s Jew- | 
ish community has acted to alleviate | 
this situation. 

A club has been formed, member- 
ship fees serving to pay regular sal- 
aries to destitute artists ,etc., who 
are also members of the club. In 
return, they hold regular weekly 
theatrical perfarmances, and con- 
certs for members. In this way the 
Stage Chamber cannot interfere 
with the performances, since they | 
are internal affairs. 





| 





London in Wartime 











London, Dec. 30. 
Lady Louis Mountbatten’s concert | 
party for the soldiers in France en-' 
tertained there over Christmas, 
headed by Frances Day and Edythe | 
Baker. 





Legeran Films has sent a unit to 
France, with permission from the 
War Office, to film ‘Old Bill and 
Son.” Captain Bruce Bairnsfather, | 
Who created the famous ‘Old Bill’ | 
Cartoon character in the last war, is 
in charge, assisted by Ian Dalrymple, | 
who wrote ‘The Lion Has Wings.’ | 





M-G, which moved its executive 
Offices to Rickmansworth, are return- 
ing to town. In its first week in the 
Country, firm had three air raid 
Warnings, and now the fogs are on. | 





After 15 weeks’ delay due to the 


anne Nat Gonella is finally back 
fom Sweden. 


Quash Mex Quota 


ae Mexico City, Jan. 16. 
“ xhibitors induced the senate to 
gps the recently enacted federal | 
the Which demanded that cinemas. 

Sughout Mexico screen three. 
mexico-made features a month. 
te i @xhibitors convinced the so- 
this 1 lat it was impossible to obey | 
tial aw because of lack of substan- 

Product 








Indian Students Protest 
Tokyo Showing ‘Gunga’ 


Tokyo, Dec. 24. 

‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) has suddenly 
been thrust into the limelight 
due to vigorous protestations against 
it being shown here, made to the 
Foreign Ministry by a large delega- 
tion of the Executive Committee of 
the Indian Students Association in 
Tokyo. 


The students have declared that 
the film is likely to prove detri- 
mental to Indo-Japanese relations, 
for they say that the picture repre- 
sents Indian life falsely. They cited 
that the film has already been 
banned in India, Singapore, and in 
Hongkong. 


South Africa 
Little Touched 
By That War 


Capetown, Dec. 27. 

Remoteness of South Africa from 
the European war zone in which her 
mother country, England, is involved 
hasn’t disturbed show biz in this 
country to any great extent. 

Theatres and _ other amusement 
spots are carrying on as usual, minus 
blackouts or other severe war re- 
strictions. Generally, business in 
other fields has maintained an even 
keel, another factor in the excellent 
b.o. status of show biz. 

Dependence locally for product 
from France, England and Germany 
of course looms big in the distribu- 
tion problem, but as yet the locals 
have had no difficulty because of a 
plentiful supply in the vaults, 


‘Inequitable’ Distrib 
Of Jap Foreign Quota 
Protested by Yanks 


Tokyo, Jan. 16. 
U. S. embassy here has filed a pro- 
test against the 1940 quota of foreign 
pictures set at 120 late last year. On 
this list, American distributors were 
allotted 81, with the remaining 39 
divided up principally among France, 
Germany, Great Britain and Scandi- 
navian countries. Protest was made 

in behalf of the U. S. government. 
Protest was lodged because of the 
belief by American distributors that 
the figure is not a just representa- 

















ition of U. S. interests, especially in 


view of the limited number of qual- 
ity films available from France, Ger- 
many and Great Britain. 

American companies were allowed 
about 240 pictures during 1939, with 
the distribution tied up with a coin 
pact whereby about $800,000 rental 
money was allowed out of Japan and 
deposited in escrow in the Yokohama 
Specie bank, San Francisco. 


Yank-Jap Outlook Brightens 
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FRANCE OK’S 7 REELERS 


Fox, M-G, Par Among Cos. Permitted 
te Import for Duration of War 








Paris, Jan. 7. 

A new film decree serves notice | 
that seven film companies will be | 
permitted to import newsreels for 
the duration of hostilities. 

They are Fox Movietone, Metro, 
Paramount, Metrotone, Pathe Jour- 
nal, French Gaumont and Eclair , 
Journal. 


Lagging Mexico Prod. | 
Stirs Workers’ Plea 
To Cardenas for Aid 


Mexico City, Jan. 16. 

Appeals for aid have been made 
to President Lazaro Cardenas by the 
pic and allied workers unions to save 
them from what they say will soon 
be wholesale unemployment because 
of the rickety condition of the in- 
dustry. Production, the workers as- 
sert, has dropped so sharply that all 
studios in Mexico must shut soon. 
The workers told the President that 
the Government has done nothing 
worthwhile ‘to put the industry on 
its feet. 

More and more producers are 
quitting because of the poor quality 
of pix and the loss of markets for 
them in Mexico and abroad, the 
petition asserted. 

Four pix have been started here 
by Cosmos Films, recently organized 
by Miguel Contreras Torres, who has 
done Hollywood work, and Armando 
Vargas de la Maza. Both are di- 
recting. 


LUPINO REVUE GETS 
LONDON PREEM OK 


London, Jan. 16. 

















His Majesty’s on Friday (12), re- 
ceived warm critical praise that 
presages a strong run for the twice- 
nightly revue written and produced 
by Stanley Lupino. It features Lu- 
pino and Florence Desmond, among 
others. Libraries offered to buy ma- 





jor portion of seats, but managers 


|Tom Arnold and Harry Foster are 


| h 


| 


esitating about depleting boxoffice. 
‘As You Are’ opened at the Ald- | 
wych the following night (Satur- 


day). Am 


‘Funny Side Up,’ which opened at! 


Hays Bureau Hears of UA ha 
From Yanks’ Solid Front on Italy 





a 


Canada Held Mulling 


New Tax on Tickets 





St. John, N. B., Jan. 16. 

Info is being disseminated that 
the dominion government is project- 
in a tax on all theatre tickets to 
be added to the already heavy bur- 
den involved in the amusement tax 
exacted by each of the provinces. 
Whether the Government plans col- 
lecting the tax directly or via the 
provincial governments, has not been 
revealed in the unofficial data. 

The provincial tax arose at the 
outset of the world \-ar as a ‘war 
tax,’ but the post-war period found 
it boosted instead of cut out. 


Foreign Mors. 
Huddle in N.Y. 


a 








Foreign managers of major Amer- 
ican film companies huddled last 
week in New York several times and 
conferences are continuing this week 
to perfect details on Great. Britain’s 
frozen-money ruling so that remit- 
, tance of rental coin from London 
| can be resumed at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. All major companies 
excepting Universal, which has a 
separate deal because of its British 
company affiliations and corporate 
setup, were included in England’s 
order of several months ago where- 





lowed out of that country. 

Problem confronting American 
major companies is to figure out 
what percentage of the total should 
go to each of the seven distributors 
—Paramount, Metro, United Artists, 





On British Com 


by $17,500,000 annually was to be al- 


Solid alignment of major com- 
panies and virtually all independents 
against distributing pix in Italy was 
reported broken last week, the Hays 


office hearing that United Artists 
had begun selling product to the 
government monopoly group in 
Rome. Despite this, it was stated at 
the Hays office, the other seven ma- 
jors would continue to refrain from 
distributing in Italy. 

Arthur Kelly, UA foreign chief, 
has said his company always had 
carried on dealings with two Italian 
distributors and that there had been 
no change. Other than that he de- 
clined to discuss the situation. 


All major companies decided to 
withdraw from distribution in Italy 
Jan. 1, 1939, rather than sell on terms 
dictated by the Italian film monop- 
oly. 

Some majors, principally Colum- 
bia, UA and Universal, which had 
pacts with Italian companies running 
past the latter date, carried them 
out, but then withdrew. 

Understood that several suggested 
plans of reprisal against Italy’s film 
;monopoly have been under consid- 
,eration in the past week in N, Y. 


PIC EXECS SAIL 
ON FOREIGN BIZ 


A number of U. S. film execs 
sailed for foreign ports on biz last 
week. 

David E. Rose, Paramount’s British 
chief, and William Sistrom, RKO as- 
sociate producer shoved off for Eu- 
rope. Rose is making arrangements 
for Madeleine Carroll and Ray Mil- 
land, as well as Director E. H. Grif- 
fith, to go to London shortly for the 

















| 


first of several Par pix to be made 
there. Rose also has a deal vir- 


| 20th-Fox, Columbia, RKO and War-| tually set with Elisabeth Bergner 


ner Bros. Since the British govern- 


| comedy is just a trifle, but is smartly | income over a period of three years | 
written and capably acted, offering | ending last October, major company | tures in Great Britain during his 
good chance of success. ‘Bare Idea,’ | representatives, conferring at the | contemplated six-month stay there. 


| 
| 


| 
| 





} 


Admiral Mitsumasa Yonai’s eleva- | 


tion to premiership of Japan _ this 


week is regarded by U. S. picture! 


company foreign 
to pave the way for a better distri- 


officials as likely | 


bution-coin pact from the Japanese | 
| 


| government for 1940. 


Fact that he is considered an ad- 
vocate of improved Japanese-Ameri- 
can relations and probably will push 
for re-establishment of a general 
trade treaty with the U. S., igs be- 
lieved certain to speed the signa- 
turing of some favorable agreement 
on American pictures. 


MEX PIX SPENT 9506 IN 
39 TOP YEARLY OUTLAY 


Mexico City, Jan. 16. 
An investment of some $950,000 
was made in the Mexican pic indus- 
try during 1939, the highest outlay 











which preemed the 
Wednesda 


about a nudist colony. 


at Comedy | 


Looks im- | 


possible. 





Parent-Teacher Ass’n 


Winnipeg, Jan. 16. 

After being dormant for several 
months, the Parent-Teachers associa- 
tions are starting to make things 
hot for local exhibitors by going on 
a campaign for better kid pictures 
and the exercising of more care by 
exhibitors in booking their weekend 
film fare. 

Local theatre men say they know 
very little of the organization. It 
was also found that the ‘preview 
committee’ had approached distribu- 
tors with a proposition of holding 
special previews, but had met with 
flat denial, and hence the committee 
is now attending downtown houses 
by paying at the boxoffice. 

Campaign is being conducted 
chiefly against nabe houses, hence 
downtown theatre men have very 
little contact with the group. 





Rachman 


Continued from page 1 








murder was committed Dec. 2, 1932, | 
in the Omaha theatre office. He was | 
immediately assigned the handling | 
of the prison theatre and has built it ' 
up to the top recreational spot on the ! 
inside. He has played some 650 
films during his term, and has pro- | 
duced more than a dozen prison cast | 
performances to entertain the con-| 
victs. He held every good job in- | 
side the prison, and has never had a 
mark against his record, one of the) 
things which won him this leniency. | 

He says he will go to work for) 
Elmer Rhoden, district manager of 


| Fox-Midwest, Kansas City, upon re- | 


lease. 

Each time, in 1936 and last No- 
vember, 1939. when Rachman came | 
before the board, commutation of | 


Hays office, are using the same basis 


coming to them. 


whereby she will make a feature for 


|ment arrived at the $17,500,000 figure | distribution in Great Britain and the 
using Lancashire domestic | by taking the average annual rental , British Empire only. 


Sistrom plans making several fea- 


Adolph Zukor, Paramount’s board 


y (10), is an unfunny farce | for figuring out how much money is| Chairman, and John W. Hicks, Jr. 
| foreign chief, started on their third 
Situation is further complicated by joint foreign goodwill tour since 
| varied ramifications of sales con- Zukor was moved to the foreign af- 
| tracts of different pictures, and also | fairs division. 

_by the fact that virtually all quota | Latin-American 


Wants Better Kid Pix | productions, made in England, were | (12). 


They shoved off for 
countries Friday 
Previously they had visited 


financed by American capital. Thus , Great Britain and Australia. They 
money borrowed in the U. S. to make , will be in South America and Cen- 


|a picture in Great Britain is ham-,| tral America meeting with sales rep- 


| pered by the frozen coin edict of the resentatives until March. 


| British. It virtually means that the 
financiers who put money into a 
| British quota picture may have to 


| Wait until the conclusion of the war 


| 


| 


Donlevy as ‘Bernato’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 16, 


Brian Donlevy goes to England 


| in order to get a return on the ven-, late in the spring to play the title 


| ture. 


|HAYS DIRECTORS MULL 
' FOREIGN DISTRIB, NEELY 


The troubled foreign distribution 








Normal Status Retained 


role in ‘Barney Bernato,’ tale of the 
South African diamond fields. 

Picture is one of the four to be 
made by David Rose for Paramount 
in London this year. 





situation, resulting from the Euro- | By US. Pix in Argentine 


pean war, came in for principal dis- | 


cussion at the adjourned December | 


' meeting of the Hays office directors 
held Thursday 


(4). However, no 


Despite Tariff Pact Snarl 


Break during the past week in ne- 





official action of any kind was an-  gotiations by the State Department 
nounced, with future meeting date for a reciprocal tariff agreement with 


indefinite. 
originally had! 


of the directorate 


adjourned _ session 


The | Argentina will have no immediate 
\effect on U. S. films entering the 
country, but holds potentialities for 


been scheduled for Wednesday, but |a future cuffing to American pro- 
delayed a day because of lack of ducers. 


Had a pact been reached, U. S. pic- 











quorum. 
em p vee ., ;.| tures would have gone on the ‘most 
Besides the foreign situation, it is | tayored nation’ list. This means that 
reported the Neely bill threat also | they would have obtained an even 
was discussed by the directors and, break with English and French 
also by the first staff meeting of | Product, hts is already = es cat- 
er ‘ ; el egory. owever, as production in 
aageegee the day before. Arrival of the European countries is almost at 
Tom S. Pettey, Motion Picture Pro-/} a standstill, tariff barrier will have 
ducers & Distributors Assn. chief | minor bearing on the American out- 
publicist on the Coast, was officially | put, which is virtually without com- 
tabbed as a routine business and | petition. 
pleasure trip. | Danger lies, however, in Argen- 
However, in the trade, he is figured | tina upping the import duty as more 
to assist in the drive against the U. S. product pours in. And such 


Neely measure when it comes up in|an increase is not without possi- 


for 12 months since the industry be-| sentence was strenuously opposed by |the House of Representatives in| bility, the Argentinians being irked 
gan in 1930. | Ralph Goldberg, Omaha theatre; Washington at the present session. at the pressure by cattlemen and 
Most of the coin was for new| operator, and surviving brother of |It is his first trip to. Newy Vork in farmers in the U. S. to keep out beef 


cinemas and pic production. 


the two slain men. 


two years or more. ‘and grain from the Pampas. 
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ammons Gives 
Up Fight for GN; 
To Rebuild Educ] 


Unable to obtain the necessary fi- 
nancial backing, Earle W. Hammons, 
former prez of the bankrupt Grand 
National, has given up all efforts to 
reacquire the company, or its rem- 
nants. He has been attempting to 


get aid since the company was placed 
in the hands of a trustee Jan. 5 to 
buy the GN assests back at the trust- 
ee’s sale. 

Hammons said he will concentrate 
entirely now on rebuilding Educa- 
tional Pictures, parent company of 
GN. His plan is to start with 16 mm. 
product and then attempt to get ma- 
jor distribution for standard gauge 
one and two-reelers. He is working 
in association with Jack Cosman, of 
Producers’ Laboratories, N. Y. Furni- 
ture in GN’s Radio City headquar- 
ters was sold at auction yesterday 
(Tuesday ). 

Hammons will be examined under 
section 2la of the bankruptcy act 
Friday (19) in federal court. Joseph 
Dannenberg, attorney for the trus- 
tee, Harry Fromberg, will conduct 
the examination. 

A number of orders were signed 
during the past week by referee 
Peter B. Olney, Jr., among them 
being an order extending the busi- 
ness of the company for another 20 
days. This order was signed Mon- 








day (15). The reason behind it is 
that the books of the company have | 
not been written up for some weeks | 
and records must be secured from | 
offices throughout the country. A’! 
lease on premises at 300 Fourth ave- | 
nue has been taken for the continua- 
tion of the business, and another | 
lease at 126 W. 26th street, where | 
the company’s records will be stored. 
The rent involved is $62.50 and $65 
a month, respectively. Six persons 
continue in the employ of Grand Na- 
tional at a weekly wage of $275. The 
most important of these being Harold 
Saxe, comptroller, at $100 a week. 

Negatives of ‘Titans of the Deep’ 
and ‘Children of the Wild’ have been 
turned back to Otis Barton and V. 
and D. Productions, Inc. Fine Arts 
also received the prints and nega- 
tives of seven films. 

An order was entered allowing the 
trustee to sell through the Under- 
writers Salvage Co. all furniture, fix- 
tures and machinery in Los Angeles. 
Lastly the referee allowed an inspec- 








Text of the Neely Bill 








Washington, Jan. 16. 

Legislation which passed the last regular ses- 
sion of the Senate as the Neely bill, defined as an 
act ‘to prohibit and to prevent the trade practices 
known as compulsory block-booking and blind 
selling in the leasing of motion picture films in 
interstate and foreign commerce, is on the 
agenda for early consideration by the House 
committee on interstate and foreign commerce. 
It carries the designation of S. 280. 

Under legislative procedure the bill, in the form 
of its final passage by the Senate, automatically 
was referred to the House committee on July 18, 
the day following the vote in the upper chamber. 
Complete text of the act includes modifications 


of terms in Section 4, covering the requirements _ 


by which distributors must furnish to exhibitors 
a general outline of the story and description of 
principal characters in feature films. 

No date has been set for committee discussion 
or public hearings on the bill. It is regarded 
likely that the committee first will hold hearings 
on the Wheeler-Lee railroad reorganization bill. 
This may defer consideration of the Neely meas- 
ure until late next month, as both bills are re- 
garded of such importance as to be discussed by 
full committee membership, and not by a sub- 
committee. 

Complete text of S. 280 follows: 

An act to prohibit and to prevent the trade practices 
known as ‘compulsory block-booking’ and ‘blind sell- 
ing’ in the leasing of motion-picture films in interstate 
and foreign commerce. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, that the methods of distribution of motion- 
picture films in commerce whereby (a) exhibitors are 














' required to lease all or a specified number of an offered 


group of films in order to obtain any individual desired 
film or films in the group, a trade practice sometimes 
known as ‘compulsory block-booking’, and (b) films 
are leased before they are produced and without op- 


| portunity for the exhibitor to ascertain the content of 


such films, a trade practice sometimes known as ‘blind 
selling’, are hereby declared to be contrary to public 
policy in that such practices interfere with the free and 
informed selection of films on the part of exhibitors 
and prevent the people of the several States and the 
local communities thereof from influencing such selec- 
tion in the best interests of the public, and tend to 
create a monopoly in the production, distribution, and 
exhibition of films. The Congress finds and declares 
that such methods and practices adversely affect and 
constitute a burden upon commerce, and it is the pur- 
pose of this act to prohibit and to prevent such meth- 
ods and practices in commerce. 

Sec. 2. For the purposes of this act, unless the con- 
text otherwise requires— 

(1) The term ‘motion-picture film’ or ‘film’ means all 
motion-picture films (whether copyrighted or uncopy- 
righted), including positive and negative prints, and 
copies or reproductions of such prints, which films 
contain photo-plays or other subjects and are pro- 
duced for public exhibition: Provided, that the term 





tion of the personal books of George 
Blake, former attorney for the com- 
pany. 


Neely 
are: from page 5 


goers may have with the committee 
and house members. Both sides, 
through the dissemination of pam- 
phlets, flashing of screen trailers 
and locally placed newspaper ad- 
vertising, are making a bid for pub- 
lic expressions directly to Wash- 
ington. 
Trade Speculation on Bill 














shall not include films commonly known as ‘news reels’ 
or other films containing picturizations of news events, 
| or short subjects of 2,000 feet or less in length. 

(2) The term ‘to lease’ includes the making of a 
license agreement, contract, or any type of agreement 
whereby a film, the distribution of which is controlled 
by one of the parties, is to be supplied to and exhibited 
in a theatre owned, controlled, or operated by the other 
party. 

(3) The term ‘person’ includes an individual, part- 
nership, association, joint-stock company, trust, or cor- 
poration. 

(4) The term ‘distributor’ includes any person who 
engages or contracts to engage in the distribution of 
motion-picture films. 

(5) The term ‘exhibitor’ includes-any person who en- 
gages or contracts to engage in the exhibition of 
motion-picture films. 

(6) The term ‘commerce’ means commerce between 





Speculation developed this week in | any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, and 


the trade as to just what form the 
measure would take when it finally 
emerges from the House committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
for vote. There is growing optimism 
among industry leaders opposed to 
the measure that several vital 
changes will be incorporated in the 
original form, as passed by the 
Senate at the last congressional ses- 


sion. This is an interesting possi- 


bility because any change in the 
Neely measure means that it must go 
back to a joint Senate and House 
committee for revision or agreement, 
so that both branches of the national 

- Jegislature then may vote on the 
finally approved form. 

All of this is predicated, of course, 
on the assumption that the bill, re- 
ported out by the Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, receives approval 
by the House. 

Two vital changes may be incorpo- 


rated in the bill, if the opposition de- | 


velops sufficient strength. One is an 
alteration in Section 3, making the 
buyer (the exhibitor) as responsible 
(and punishable in the same way) as 
the distributor. All responsibility 
rests on the distrib as the measure 
now reads. Second is the inclusion 
in the measure of a clause making 
community selection pre-requisite. 
Various industry officials who have 


listened for months to the argument | 


that the Neely bill makes possible 


| any place outside thereof; or between points within the 
| same State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, but 

through any place outside thereof; or within any Ter- 
| ritory or the District of Columbia. 

For the purposes of this act (but in no wise limit- 
| ing the definition of commerce) a transaction in re- 
| spect of any film shall be considered to be in com- 
merce if the film is part of that current of commerce 
; usual in the motion-picture industry whereby films are 

produced in one State, leased for exhibition in other 
States, and distributed to them through local exchanges 
| in the several States, the films circulating from the ex- 


changes and between the various exhibitors. Films 
normally in such current commerce shall not be con- 
sidered out of such commerce through resort being 
had to any means or device intended to remove trans- 
actions in respect thereto from the provisions of this 
act. For the purpose of this paragraph, the word ‘State’ 
includes Territory, the District of Columbia, and for- 
eign country, 

(7) The terms ‘aggregate price’ and ‘price’ as used 
in section 3 (1) shall mean the aggregate of all flat 
rentals, and of all rentals based upon a percentage of 
prospective receipts together with any other considera- 
tion named in the lease or offer to lease, 

Sec. 3. (1) It shall be unlawful for any distributor 
of motion-picture films in commerce to lease or offer 
to lease for public exhibition films in a block or group 
of two or more films and to require the exhibitor to 
lease all such films or permit him to lease none; or to 
lease or offer to lease for public exhibition films in a 
block or group of two or more at an aggregate price 
for the entire block or group and at separate and sev- 
eral prices for separate and several films, or for a 
number or numbers thereof less than the total number, 
which aggregate price and separate and several prices 
shall bear to each other such relation (a) as to operate 
as an unreasonable restraint upon the freedom of an 
exhibitor to select and lease for use and exhibition 
only such film or films of such block or group as he 
may desire and prefer to procure for exhibition, or 
(b) es tends to require an exhibitor to lease such entire 
block or group or forego the lease of any number or 
numbers thereof, or (c) that the effect of the lease or 
offer to lease such films may be substantially to lessen 
competition or tend to create a monopoly in the pro- 
duction, distribution, and exhibition of films; or to 
lease or offer to lease for public exhibition films in any 
other manner or by any other means the effect of 
which would be to defeat the purpose of this act. 


(2) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly 
to transport or cause to be transported in commerce 
any motion-picture film which is leased, or intended to 
be leased in violation of subdivision (1) of this section. 


Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any distributor of 
motion-picture films in commerce to lease or offer to 
lease for public exhibition any motion-picture film or | 
films over two thousand feet in length unless such dis- | 
tributor shall furnish the exhibitor at or before the 
time of making such lease or offer to lease an accurate 
synopsis of the contents of such film. Such synopsis 
shall be made a part of the lease and shall include (a) 
a general outline of the story and descriptions of the 
principal characters, and (b) a statement describing 
the manner of treatment of dialogs concerning and 
scenes depicting vice, crime, or suggestive of sexual 
Passion, It is the purpose of this section to make avail- 
able to the exhibitor sufficient information concerning 
the type and contents of the film and the manner of 
treatment of questionable subject matter to enable him 
to determine whether he wishes to select the film for 
exhibition and later to determine whether the film is 
fairly described by the synopsis, 

Sec. 5. (1) Every person who violates section 3, or 
who fails to furnish the synopsis required by section 4, 
or knowingly makes any false statement in such synop- 








sis, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, on 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not | 
exceeding $5,000 or by imprisonment for not exceeding | 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment in the | 
discretion of the court. 

(2) The several district courts of the United States 
are hereby invested with jurisdiction to prevent and 
restrain violations of this act, and it shall be the duty 
of the several district attorneys of the United States, 
in their respective districts, under the direction of the 
Attorney General, to institute proceedings in equity to 
prevent and restrain such violations. Such proceed- 
ings may be by way of petition setting forth the case 
and praying that such violation shall be enjoined or 
otherwise prohibited. When the parties complained of 
shall have been duly notified of such petition, the court 
shall proceed, as soon as may be, to the hearing and 
determination of the case; and pending such petition, 
and before final decree, the court may at any time 
make such temporary restraining order or prohibition 
as shall be deemed just in the premises. Whenever it 
shall appear to the court before which any such pro- 
ceeding may be pending that the ends of justice re- 
quire that other parties should be brought before the 
court, the court may cause them to be summoned 





whether they reside in the district in which the court 
is held or not, and subpenas to that end may be served 
in any district by the marshal thereof. 


Sec. 6. If any provision of this act is declared un- 
constitutional or the applicability thereof to any per- 
son or circumstances is held invalid, the validity of the 
remainder of the act and the applicability of such pro- 
vision to other persons and circumstances shall not be | 
affected thereby. | 

Sec. 7. This act shall become effective 12 months 
after its enactment, 





‘(which it doesn’t in its present | part of the 


Neely proposal 


is| Of course, the catch as far as the 


‘form) are now urging that this com- 
‘munity selection idea be placed in 
|the measure, especially since it is 
‘the main talking point used to per- 
,suade support from different club 
groups. 
| Justice of making both distributor 
‘and exhibitor equally responsible 
under the anti-block booking proviso 
forecasts this change may meet with 
‘approval in either the House sub- 
‘committee or the full Interstate 
‘Commerce committee. Plan would 
be to make it unlawful for the 
‘exhibitor to buy in a block or group 
of two or more films, or to force the 
distributor in any way to lease ail 
such films. Wording would ulso make 
it unlawful for the exhib tv get re- 
duced terms by such buying. 
Exhibs May Resist 
It is anybody’s, guess as to what 








changed, It is certain to develop re- 
sistance from exhibitors and exhib 
groups heretofor ardently boosting 
the bill. 

Even further exhibitor opposition 
is likely if the community selection 
clause is included in the bill. Ar- 
gument of major companies and all 
others opposed to the present Neely 
measure is that ‘community selec- 
tion’ has been shouted to the house- 
tops as the real reason for the legis- 
lation, yet actually there is no such 
definite proviso in the bill. 

Since backers of the measure have 
convinced certain women’s organiza- 
tions that the bill has such com- 
munity selection, growing sentiment 
in the house is reported in favor 


|of actually putting it in the bill. 


Such proviso would mean that thea- 
tres would have to obtain consent 


full community selection of pictures | would happen to the measure if this' to show any questionable pictures. 





would mean virtual censorship of 
theatres—approval would have to be 
obtained from a local community 
group before a film could be law- 
fully exhibited in a theatre. 

After the legislation comes from 
the sub-committee, it goes to the 
larger Interstate commerce com- 
mittee of the house. Indications are 
that the bill will not be in shape for 
public hearings until late next 
month, or in March. 

Because of two deaths on the com- 
mittee, the membership now consists 
of 23 representatives. The film in- 
dustry needs only to convince 12 
members of this committee, con- 
sequently, to stymie efforts to bring 
it out for a vote in the house. Re- 


ports in the trade this week were | 





Mols. City Counc 
Again Nixes New 
Theatre Building 


Minneapolis, Jan. 16, 


The city council again has gone on 
record to prohibit further theatre 
construction here. By a vote of 15 
to nine, it turned down three appli. 
cations for permits to build neigh. 
borhood houses. Granting of the per. 
mits, it was indicated, would have 
opened the gates for a flood of addi- 
tional applications. The council ac. 
tion culminated a .oug fight—the last 
of several, all of which have ended 
the same way. 


All those desiring permits are in- 
dependents—some of them not now 
engaged in the show business. At 
least one of the applicants has indi. 
cated that he will take court action 
in an effort to compel the issuance 
of his permit. 


The Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount) had combined with North. 
west Allied independent exhibitors 
to oppose the permits. They claimed 
the city already is considerably 
overseated and further theatre con- 
struction would jeopardize their ine 
vestments. 

Irving Gillman, Esquire theatre 
owner, one of a number of appli- 
cants denied permits to build new 
neighborhood showhouses, has ap- 
plied to the district court for a writ 
ef mandamus to compel city council 
to issue him a license. 








Anti-Trust 


Continued from page 5 











will be forthcoming under rule 30, 
sections A and B of the new federal 
rules of civil procedure. Under this 
rule, defendants may apply to a fed- 
eral judge, claiming themselves an- 
noyed, embarrassed, or oppressed by 
the application, and the judge may, 
in his discretion, deny the applica- 
tion. In this case, while a judge 
might be sought on this ground, it 
is probable that this application 
would be denied. What can be ex- 
pected is an attempt to limit. the 
scope of the examination, to shift the 
necessity of certain executives being 
examined and substituting others in 
their places, and changing the time 
of certain examinations. Lastly an 
attempt will probably be made to 
have some of the examinations taken 
by deposition to obliviate the neces- 
sity of coast production executives 
coming to N. Y. 

All examinations are scheduled to 
take place at the offices of the De- 
partment of Justice in N. Y. before a 
notary public. The notary named, 
and subject to objection, is W. G. 
Briggs. The majors leave a reason- 
able tome to object, which means a 
week to 10 days. 

In order to facilitate matters, {wo 
new members of the Department of 
Justice have been added. They are 
Robert Wright, prosecutor of the 
Balaban & Katz suit in Chicago, and 
who conducted the examinations be- 
fore trial of United Artists in N. Y. 
last summer, and Thomas J. Lynch. 

Will Keep It ‘Confidential’ 

Another development of the week 
was the filing of a stipulation of 
agreement between major company 
counsel and the Government in the 
federal court Thursday (11). This 
agreement, relating to the interro- 
gatories, states, ‘With respect to the 
answers to the interrogatories that 
the defendants deem confidential, 
they shall submit them to the De- 
partment of Justice, rather than file 
them with the court. The Govern- 
ment shall not publish or reveal 
}fior to trial the contents of the 


bt! ‘answers to anyone other than the 
exhibitors are concerned is that this | 


employees of the Government en- 
gaged in preparation of the trial of 
the action.’ 

It is probable that the answers to 
be kept confidential will be those 
dealing with the financial structure 
of the companies, and contract prices 
with various exhibitors. It is un- 


| derstood that the defendants feel that 


such information, if made public, 
would hurt them with their com- 
petitors, meaning each other. The 
Government has the same privilege 
of hiding its answers, but indications 
are that the U. S. will shoot the 
works, and conceal nothing from 
public view. 

Late yesterday (Tuesday) after- 
noon the film attorneys and Paul 
Williams continued their discussions 
on interrogatories. It is reported 


that less than five members favor/|that some progress was made toward 
eliminating questions. 


the measure in its present form. 
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INTERSTATE CIRCUIT, Ine. 


MAJESTIC THEATRE BUILDING 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


HAVE YOU READ THE NEELY BILL? 
DEAR FELLOW-EXHIBITOR: 


Do you know that you are about to be saddled with the most destructive 
and oppressive legislation with which this industry has ever been threat- 
ened, which will surely ruin every exhibitor in the business, whether large 
or small, independent or chain? It will eventually lead to the extension of 

cs Federal supervision over this industry with its red tape, its checks, barriers 

to conduct of free business, and excessive supervisory costs. If this bill 
passes, there won't be a man in this business who won't be sorry for the 

day that he shrugged this problem aside as no concern of his or with the . 

feeling that it was the other fellow's fight. Time is short! This bill has 

already passed the Senate of the United States and if it passes the 

House, with the President's signature, then it is law. 


It is high time that every exhibitor in this business take just five minutes 
to read this bill. Study Sections 3 and 4 for yourself and arrive at your 
own conclusions. Don't be guided by rumors and hearsay and conversa- 
tion about all the wonderful things that the Neely bill will do for the inde- 
pendent operators and the whole industry for that matter. When 
stripped of excess language the Neely bill is very simple and only pro- 
vides for two things. (1) It makes it a criminal offense for a distributor 
to lease or offer to lease two or more features at a time, and (2) it 
makes it a criminal offense to lease or offer to lease a feature picture 
without submitting to the exhibitor an “accurate synopsis of the contents 
of such film." Since it is impossible to accurately describe a film that is 
not completed, this means that features cannot be leased or offered for 
lease until they have been completed. How will these two clauses do all 
the things promised by the proponents of this bill? It is clear that they 
won't. 


























Figure out for yourself how this bill is going to increase the cost of mak- 
ing pictures, distributing pictures and buying pictures. Figure out for 


yourself who is going to pay for these increased costs. Consider that un- 
der its provisions there will never be a time when you will have any assur- 
ance of a sufficient flow of product to properly serve your theatre. 
Consider that as regards film rentals you will be wholly helpless before 
the demands of the distributor as he releases each picture separately 
in the manner of his choosing and at his own terms. 





Make it your business to find out what the Neely bill is all about and when 
you do—acquaint your friends, your employees, your local organizations 
and clubs, and everyone with an interest in the motion picture business 
with this danger, so that we may all g> on record protesting this measure 
to Washington. : Sincerely, 


fil Mbttte bh 


i, | 
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; Mumber of amusing situations. 
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HE MARRIED HIS WIFE 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Twentieth Century-Fox release of Ray- 
mond Griffith production, Stars Joel Mc- 
Crea, Nancy Kelly, Features Roland 
Young, Mary Boland, Cesar Romero, Mary 
Healy, Lyle Talbot, Elisha Cook, Jr., Bar- 
nett Parker. Directed by Roy Dei Ruth. 
Screenplay by Sam Hellman, Darrell Ware, 
l.ynn Starling and John O'Hara; story by 
Frna Lazarus and Scott Darling; camer, 


Ernest Palmer: film editor, James RB. 
Clark. Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, 
Jan. 12. °40. Running time: 82 MINS. 

i MARGNN ..0i.scecccescee ee Joel McCrea 
es sas cnn ak obetecan Nancy Kelly 
ATCO vig. 5.555050 08.0.00008% Roland Young 
So. bag. u's obo aaro eed cule Mary Boland 
| ORG ER RS: Cesar Romero 
66's. 5 sane ci vewas Mary Healy 
ME PROROP 0.65 5000000 000keann Lyle Talbot 
SIGE Brown........ 00000. Elisha Cook, Jr. 
RR eS Barnett Parker 
sos sk oe bas bnécosoen Harry Havden 
NN 55.534 «64% 6.840000 Charles Wilson 
EMD i5. 6.3°6.05400 65015 Charles D. Brown 
Mayor... ..ceecesececeeess Spencer Charters 
Waiters..... beba06seeus {Leyland Hodgson 


UWilliam Edmunds 





‘He Married His Wife’ is a marital 
farce comedy that will carry along 
in the key and subsequent runs as 
top programmer for nominal biz. 
Cast topping quintet of Joel McCrea, 
Nancy Kelly. Roland Young, Mary 
Boland and Cesar Romero is profit- 
able marquee dressing. 


Story of a divorced wife still in 
love with her husband, who _ is 
eventually hooked for a_ second 
round, gets some original twists 
from regulation formula. Script. in 
developing the tale along screwball 
lines, provides large amount of 
punchy humor in both dialog and 
situations. Rather episodic in setup, 
however, it appears that both screen- 
play and direction failed to main- 
tain a steady and sustained pace. 
Overall result is satisfactory, but 
picture shows lack of spontaneity 
on sustained basis. 

McCrea’s interest in race horses 
results in loss of his wife, Nancy 
Kelly, via the divorce mill. Jailed 
for alimony arrears, he decides to 
marry her off to his old pal, Lyle 
Talbot, to get out from under the 
obligation. But the ex-wife has 
other ideas. Group is invited to 
Mary Boland’s country estate for the 
week-end, with McCrea pushing 
Talbot off on his ex. But Cesar Ro- 
mero shows up to gum up the plan 
with his wild Lothario attack on 


confusion, is the remarriage of Mc- 
Crea and Miss Kelly. 

Although four scripters are credit- 
ed with ironing out story problems, 
picture is admixture of many bright 
spois and some dull passages. 
There’s some _ sparkling dialog 
sprinkled throughout, added sa a 
ne 
termingled, however, are several 
bumpy sequences that let down the 
pace considerably with detours from 
the straight line motivation of the 
story. 

McCrea is too serious and strained 
in his role. Nancy Kelly is miscast 


| exhibit of emoting, with one or two 
|exceptions, makes performers who 
lare known to be good look bad. 
About the only medical and psycho- 
logical twist about childbirth that 
this production passes up is an actual | 
delivery. There is one scene in the | 
operating room, but it’s brief and | 
without distressing details. The film | 
makes childbirth a quite unpleasant 
affair, but ‘A Child Is Born’ will un- 
doubtedly find a sympathetic reac- 
tion in that class of woman who as- 
sociates the process with martyrdom 
and self-sacrifice. 

The gallery of characters gathered 
in this bedlam-like maternity ward 
is as diversified as it is far-fetched. 
The one character that should be the 
hardest to take is the vaudeville per- 
former, an assignment which Gladys 
George fills with all throttles open. 
Forced to retire from her act, she re- 
sents the event and gets cockeyed 
while biding her labor interval and 
becomes a hell-raising pixie around 
the ward. But when the event takes 
place—it’s twins—she undergoes a 
sharp reversal of intention. They’re 
not to be given to any one that 
wants to adopt them. One is to go 
to a neighboring fellow-patient, who 
just lost her own, and she (the vaude- 
villian) singles out the less healthy 
twin for personal upbringing. 

Considerable portion of the action 
is devoted to the highly-charged love 
between a young murderess, released 
from prison for the event, and her 
husband. Their lot is further com- 
plicated by her physical condition, 
which makes an easy delivery im- 
probable, and eventually to the hus- 
band falls the decision of choosing 
between wife and unborn babe. The 
exceptionally talented Geraldine 
Fitzgerald doesn’t get the best of 
breaks out of the murderess part, but 
she’s still the outstanding point of 
acting interest. As her militantly 
faithful spouse, Jeffrey Lynn also 
does the best that can be expected 
from the script. His work does show 
that he’s making broad strides as a 
personality and a trouper. 

Next to Miss Fitzgerald’s the finest 





Miniature Reviews 





‘He Married His Wife’ (20th- 
Fox). Strong cast toppers will 
carry screwball farce comedy 
along to nominal biz. 

‘A Child Is Born’ (WB). Deals 
with the strange antics of pa- 
tients in a maternity ward; 
overall effect depressing and 
appeal limited. © 

‘The Invisible Man Returns’ 
(U). Novel entertainment with- 
out gruesome aspects of prede- 
cessor. Good b. o., particularly 
in subsequents and nabes. 

‘Congo Maisie’ (Metro). Sec- 
ond of Maisie series too close in 
story pattern to original; moder- 
ate program supporter, 

‘My Son Is Guilty’ (Col). 
Gangster meller featuring Harry 
Carey; for the duals. 

‘Death Rides the Range’ (Col- 
ony). Ken Maynard nosedives 
in this combo western-spy ring 
yarn. Very weak. 

‘The Man Who Wouldn’t Talk’ 
(20th-Fox). Mystery courtroom 
melodrama is strong B fare. 

‘Heroes of the Saddle’ (Rep). 
Mediocre entry in the Three 
Mesquiteer series. 

‘The Fatal Hour’ (Mono). 
Routine murder meller that will 
get unimportant dating. 


‘They Wanted Peace’ (Am- 
kino). Another Soviet - made 
about the revalution. Russo- 


German pact against its chances. 

‘Deadly Spring’ (Hung.-made). 
Okay for native audiences. A 
possible Hollywood bet in Cath- 
erine Karady. 








bit of portraiture is turned in by 
Fay Helm as a mental patient suffer- 
ing from frustrated motherhood. Her 
acting impresses by its restraint and 
finely drawn shadings. 

Gale Page figures nicely as the un- 
derstanding nurse in charge of the 
ward; Gloria Holden pulls hard on 
the tear ducts with her reflection of 
the mental pangs ensuing from a 
third stillbirth; Johnny Downs and 
Nanette Fabares give a pleasant ac- 
count of themselves as couple of 
youngsters who have yet to get the 
blessings of their respective mothers, 
and Johnnie Davis kicks up a lot of 
welcomed comedy as first the anx- 
ious husband and then the celebrat- 
ing father of a son. John Litel and 
Henry O’Neill make a _ convincing 
pair of medicos, while Spring Bying- 
ton also contributes a mite of light- 
ness to the proceedings as the ward’s 





as the seemingly semi-sophisticated ! 
ex-wife who maneuvers to regain 
her husband. She’s too young to 
handle the role of a young matron, 
and her attempts to exercise the 
wiles of a knowing female are not 
too impressive. 

Mary Boland and Roland Young 
provide strong support with a pair 
of swell comedy characterizations. 
Miss Boland is a muchly-married 
matron still on the hunt for another 
husband; while Young is a droll at- 
torney who upsets his client’s plans. 
Romero is an aggressive Romeo 
whose. persistency goes on despite 
apparent failure of his system. Tal- 
bot is okay as the candidate for Miss 
Kelly’s hand. 

Picture is provided with top line 
production background, with pho- 
tography by Ernest Palmer on ex- 
cellent level throughout. 


A CHILD IS BORN 


Warner 
Fe .tures 
Lynn, Gladys George, Gale Page, John 
Litel. Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Based on 
play, ‘Life Begins,’ by Mary McDougal 
Axelson; screenplay, Robert Rossen; cum- 
era, Charles Rosher. At Criterion, N. Y., 
week Jan, 10, '40. Running time, 75 MINS. 


Grace Sutton.......... Geraldine Fitzgerald 


Bros. production and _ release. 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey 


SE ENING 5.010 0:0:6.40:0'064.08 dees Jeffrey Lynn 
0 Serr ane Gladys George 
NNN 6.6.6'600-0.0.660680400000 Gale Page 
RE EVID 6-0 0m 0.044416 68006 Spring Byington 
NE. SRMMIEDS 5-4:6:0 000000600000 Johnnie Davis 
NN 6 4c 5.4 64.4005 060060066 Henry O'Neill 
a SNUE 5 6.6010 56:6 0'5000%46 SAG 4a ae John Jitel 
eee ARO IMO? v4'5.0.60 060068006 Gloria Holden 
BORER NOVO <6 06iccveceses Johnny Downs 
MN ETEMES 06 04046604 661000 65008%% Eve Arden 
Ee ENE is 5-44 644.0 0054a nsec wes Fay Helm 
Mrs. Kempner.........6. Louis Jean Heydt 
CRONE FHOTOOR 6 66 600606066 Nanette Fabares 
DUNE NES 606 0s0ccctesasedees Jean Sharon 
MS Saree ere Hobart Cavanaugh 
Bt ROME 6 5 5.6:468 400 6005:5 6008 George Irving 
PEP PWLLCHON so 6:0vcks000e vives Nella Walker | 





This is the second whirl that War- 
ner Bros. has taken with this story. 
The original screen version was re- 
leased in 1932 under the First Na- 
tional trademark and the title, ‘Life 
Begins.’ The present copy of high 
and low jinks in a maternity ward 
not only is more depressing, but calls 
for digestion of hardly possible situ- 
ations. After a few reels of it, the 
spectacle of women being wheeled 
in and out of delivery rooms gets 
both dreary and harrowing, and the 
comedy bits do little to relieve the 
heavy emotional strain compounded 
by the wails of anguish from the 
actress-patients. ‘A Child Is Born’ 
sums up better as a curious clinical 
study in human behavior toward the 
natal process, than as solid boxoffice 
entertainment. 

sequences press much too 


| duction, 


most regular customer and the 
mother of seven. Odec. 


Invisible Man Returns 
Hollywood, Jan. 9. 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith proe 
Features Sir~ Cedric Hardwicke, 
| Vincent Price, Nan Grey, John Sutton, 
Cecil Hellaway, Alan Napier. Directed by 
Joe May. Screenplay by Lester Cole and 
Kurst Siodmak; based on story by Joe 
| May and Kurt Siodmak. Camera, Milton 
| Krasner; film editor, Frank Gross; special 
| photographic effects, John P. Fulton, Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Jan. 9, ’40. 
Running time, 81 MINS, 











Richard Cobb........ Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Geoffrey Radcliffe............ Vineent Price 
rr ree Nan Grey 
Dr. Frank Griffin....... Ne eeeeecs John Sutton 
| SAMPSON < sods vcccccsseccese Cecil Wellaway 
of Ae ree. Alan Napier 


Forrester Harvey 





Here is novelty entertainment, 
| wrapped up in a good story and ex- 
;cellent direction, which will do 
|profitable biz. Apparent exploitation 


jection which makes him invisible, 
and allows escape from prison. Sut- 
ton’s brother concocted the serum, 
but failed to discover an antidote to 
prevent eventual attack of madness. 
While Sutton concentrates on finding 
a serum before his friend becomes a 
killing maniac, Price’s invisibility al- 
lows him to uncover the murder of 
the crime. 
murder solution dovetail nicely for 
maintenance of interest, until Sut- 


The serum search and 


ton inadvertently brings Price back 


to normal visibility through a blood 


transfusion. 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke is menacing 
as the real murderer, while Nan 
Grey is okay as minor romantic in- 
terest. John Sutton is prominent as 
the young research doctor, while 
others in support include Cecil Kell- 
away, Alan Napier and Forrester 
Harvey. Latter and Harry Stubbs, 
in minor spots, were in cast of first 


‘Invisible Man.’ 


Story and script are workmanlike 
efforts, with Joe May’s direction 
holding a steady and _ suspenseful 
pace with few dull moments. 


CONGO MAISIE 


Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of J. Wal- 
ter Ruben production. Features Ann Soth- 


ern, John Carroll, Rita Johnson, Shepperd 
Strudwick, Directed by Henry C. Potter. 
Screenplay by Mary (,. McCall, jr., based 
on book, ‘Congo Landing,’ by Wilson Col- 
lison. Camera, Charles Lawton; film edi- 
tor, Frederick Y. Smith. Previewed at 
Westwood Village, Jan. 11, °40. Running 
time, 68 MINS, 

Maisie Ravier...ccccccccccccesd Ann Sothern 
Doctor Michael Shane.........- John Carroll 


Kay McWade Rita Johnson 
Dr. John McWade..Shepperd Strudwick 


ee ee 





‘opportunities in the title will give. 


'showmen a chance to click with un- | 


/usual campaigns for added take. 
Stripped of the horror angles of 
its forerunner, ‘The Invisible Man 
Returns’ is a fantastic tale of the im- 
|possible—but unfolded in such a 
j|manner that it maintains interest 
| throughout despite its basic incredi- 
| bility. Claude Rains portrayed the 
| title role in the first ‘Invisible Man,’ 


| 


produced by Universal in 1933, and | 


| was killed off at the finish. Vincent 
Price is the second phantom, but 


here is brought back to visibility at 
'the finish to provide both a happy 
ending and a possible subject for 
‘continuation of the series later. 

Picture is a high spot in effective 
and splendid utilization of special 
effects and trick photography. John 
Fulton and his staff, also responsible 
for the same work in the first ‘In- 
visible Man,’ provide some amazing 
;scenes and eerie situations that 
heighten audience interest. Price, 
whose body is invisible, must open 
doors and windows, part tree 
branches as he walks through the 
garden, brush through crowds and 
throw punches at amazed antagon- 
ists. At other times, he picks up ob- 
jects which appear suspended in 
midair on the screen. It’s all very 
interesting in the display of photo- 
graphic magic. 

When Price is convicted of the 
murder of his brother and _ sen- 
tenced to be hanged, medio-scientist 


CRIN WiRO icc ssc vveesacs J. M. Kerrigan 
ee. errr EK. E, Clive 
See eer Everett Brown 
ener sian een Tom Fadden 
Pen IME s 6.0 i502s00eeeenn Lionel Pape 
eee rere corccvesceceNemen Carey 
bre ee Leonard Mudie 
Re be eCerewscaccesccescecesaetH SLND 


I VPMBL csc oseeebecs a ....-Ernest Whitman 

This is the second of the Maisie 
series, with Ann Sothern in title spot 
/as the glib-talking and fast-think- 
|ing showgirl who gets stranded in 
ithe outlands. ‘Congo Maisie’ has 
much of the sparkling humor and 
| dialog of its predecessor to round out 
some entertaining sequences, but the 
story is a remake of the first picture 
—with slight variations in a different 
setting. It also carries through many 
dull stretches that drop it far below 
the entertaining level of the original. 


‘Congo Maisie’ is destined for the 
duals and will not enhance the audi- 
ence following for the series. Despite 
this drawback, Ann Sothern holds 
strong with her characterization of 
Maisie, and-only requirement needed 
for continuance of the series is prop- 
er story material which is not stereo- 
typed in plot structure. 

Maisie is stranded in a West Afri- 
can settlement. Beating her hotel 
bill, she stows away on a steamer 
that goes into the interior; meets 
hard-to-get John Carroll and pair 
finally land in the rubber plantation 
hospital in charge of medico Shep- 
perd Strudwick. Maisie prevents 
Carroll from romantic inclinations 
directed towards Rita Johnson, 
Strudwick’s wife, and saves the 
group from an attack of natives— 
which is an obvious dramatic inclu- 





sion when a picture yarn gets into 
the African hinterlands. 








. The 
steadily on the tear ducts, and every 


John Sutton gives him a serum in- 


Picture has its bright moments, but 
they are too few and far between. 
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With sagging sequences and ces 44 di- 
rection, picture depends entirely on 
the antics and spontaneous dialog of 
Miss Sothern to lift it into the mildly 
amusin oove. 

Neng Seanences, in which Miss 
Sothern parries overtures of boat 
captain J. M. Kerrigan, are smart in 
setup and neatly paced. But when 
story slows down for dramatic de- 
velopment in the medical outpost, it 
sags considerably. Pickup occurs 
when the quick-thinking mowe*? 
uses elemental magic tricks to dis- 
band a native attack generated by 
the witch doctors. 

John Carroll, Rita Johnson and 
Strudwick are most prominent in 
support, with the latter particularly 
noteworthy as the research doctor in 
charge of the medical outpost, Pic- 
ture is provided with adequate pro- 
duction background. 


MY SON IS GUILTY 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Bruce Cabot, Jacqueline Wells, Harry 
Carey, Wynne Gibson, Directed by Charles 
Barton, Screenplay by Harry Shumate and 
Joseph Carole; story by Karl Brown; editor, 
William Lyon; camera, Kenjamin Kline, 
At Globe, N. Y., dual, starting Jan, 13, ’40, 
Running time, 63 MINS, 

BENE GMT s'nne «6:5: 0:00000 0k0%-55 Bruce Cabot 


SOMO AND ccocccsccscece Jacqueline Wells 
io Me rors re ee Harry Carey 
MN 5 0545404060403.09-0044050 0508 Glenn Ford 
ee Wynne Gibson 


PU PERNON 6650006 0s sxe ceneeee Don Beddoe 
Lo BS rere ee John Tyrrell 
seek ehintbes 650020 aae Bruce Bennett 
EMO c 00h 0b 0000s 006:0094600s 45405 Dick Curtis 
BPO 60.58 055050068 000000800% Edgar Buchanan 





Mobster melodrama differs little 
from hundreds of others in similar 
groove, excepting for the faithful 
character study by Harry Carey as a 
yeneron cop. Suited only for double 
An effort is made to make some- 
thing of the Hell’s Kitchen back- 
ground, but it is only a whimsical 
try, being lost in the welter of plot 
heroics. Yarn shows the attempt of 
an old-time patrolman to reform his 
erring son, recently let out of prison. 
It follows the accepted pattern, i. e., 
son returns home, meets some of the 
old cronies, rejoins the mob, tries to 
put father on spot and kills another 
officer, then father gets son in gun 
battle. 
Despite this formula, Charles Bar- 
ton instills some realism into the 
characters and adds a few suspense- 
ful moments. Film has virtually no 
comedy relief, which is detrimental. 
Romantic momeyts are skimmed over 
slightly and entirely overlooked in 
the inane ending. 
Harry Carey offers a thoroughly 
adequate interpretation of the vet 
patrolman who puts duty above all. 
Cabot, as the son who would get on 
‘easy street’ quickly, manages okay. 
Jacqueline Wells, as his sweetheart 
who tosses him over for a young 
author, is pretty and fairly accept- 
able. Wynne Gibson, screen vener- 
able in gun-moll roles, makes a sat- 
isfying femme mobster leader. 
Dialog is generally thin. Benja- 
min Kline’s photography is better 
than the script. Wear, 


Death Rides the Range 


(WITH SONG) 
Lincoln, Jan. 4. 





Stars Ken May- 
Ralph 


Di- 


Alexandér production, 
nard, Features Fay McKenzie, 

Peters, Julian Rivero, Charles King. 
rected by Sam Newfield. Original screen- 
play by Bill Lively; camera, Art Reed; art, 





Fred Preble; editor, Holbrook ‘Todd, At 
Colonial, Lincoln, dual, Running time, 
58 MINS, 
1 Pree TT rere Tere rr ee Ken Maynard 
De Gh 6460066006669 bec oG0s Fay McKenzie 
ee eee ee Ralph Peters 
| A eee rere Julian Rivero 
po RES dea eee a ene Charles King 
CPROUPOAR sce ccecececsvccecegcescdORn. Milinté 
I Ca U ees Oca since cease’ William Castello 
Strakof¥. .cccessssseesseeee8ven Hugo Borg 
Wahl. .cccccccsccsccscccccee Michael Vallon 
ny ee Eee ee ee Julian Madison 
LAS are ee ee ee eee ee Kenneth Rhodes 
Poor stuff, even in the western 
houses. ‘Death Rides the Range’ is 
an eye-strainer as photography goes, 


slow in story, of limp performance, 





| and the last word in triteness. Even 
the introduction of an international 
espionage ring to bring it up to date 
| can't keep it from faltering in repe- 
' titious familiarity. 

This series started with the ear- 


marks of being better than the last 
one for Maynard, but this edition 
drops him back in the old rut. Film’s 
first five minutes is shot in the dark, 
and its only song, ‘Get Along, Old 
Pal,’ authored by Colin MacDonald, 
is sung in the dark, by an unre- 
vealed crooner. With such a lamp- 
black opening, the audience doesn’t 
return to normal until the pic 
reaches the midway point. 

Situash is this: Ken Maynard, a 
masquerading out-of-work cowboy, 
really an FBI man, ambles into a 
range war, which is covering nefar- 
ious work of a scientific expedition, 
in reality a spy ring. International 
snoopers have spotted a helium well 
and are piping it across the border. 
Reason for the war is that the well 
is on Fay McKenzie’s land, although 
she doesn’t know of its existence. 
Maynard hitches up with all sides 
before he finally spots the guilty. 

Charles King, fronting for the 
professors; Sven Hugo Borg, the 
Russ_ scientist, who cuts throats 
freely; Ralph Peters and Julian 
Rivero, Maynard’s aides, and Fay 
McKenzie, the girl, are most fre- 
quently in, and so-so. 





Sam Newfield, the director, has 
done better. Barn. 


Colony Pictures release of Max & Arthur | 





| 
| 
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Talk 


- Wurte 
an, Jeagq 
Stevens, 


Man Who Wouldn't 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M 
zel production, Features Lloyd Nol 
Rogers, Richard Clark, Onslow 
Eric Blore, Directed by Davia Burt 
Based on play, ‘The Valiant,’ by tie 
worthy Hail and Robert M. Middiemaces 
screenplay by Robert Ellis, Helen 1. " 


Lester Ziffren and Edward Ettin obs ea 
tor, Alexander Troffey; musical Srctaen 
Samuel Kaylin; camera, Virgil Miller, at 
Palace, N. Y., dual, week Jan. 11, "49 
Running time, 72 MINS, alle x: 
| Pe ee Lloyd No 
Alice Stetson........0... Reet Jean Fi 
HtOve PRUDSs oo cccccccceces Richard Clark 
Frederick Keller.....ceceo. Onslow Stevens 
BPOUOO POPMOR, 0.06 006000000000<0 Eric Blore 
BENE DOONII s 6 5. 0'6:5 300k 00000004 Joan Valerie 
Me MEIN 6.6504 066 06 06d0660c05 Mae Marsh 
Attorney Ciuett.........s000- Paul Stanton 
NE 5.05 60:5 5.0% 9:44 0000084 Douglas Wood 
I Perera Irving Bacon‘ 
gS FP reo: Lester Scharft 
Foreman Oe eee Harlan Briggs 
Woman Juror........ eeeeeElizabeth Risdon 
Lilly Wigham...... Coceccecess Renie Riano 





Though lacking marquee names 
and handicapped by its title, ‘The 
Man Who Wouldn't Talk’ is good’ 
melodrama of the sort that can bol- 
ster a weak No. 1 feature. Picture 
looks like it had started out as a 
secondary production, but has plenty 
of class A qualities. 

It is a remake of ‘The Valiant,’ by 
Holworthy Hall and Robert M., 
Middlemass, produced by Fox in 1929 
with Paul Muni making his screen 
debut in it. It now has a happier 
and more satisfactory ending and 
possibly more audience appeal than 
the original screen version. First 


picture, an early-day dialog film, was 
adapted from the vaudeville playlet 
Bert Lytell used for many years. It 
originally had been a Lambs Gambol 


David Burton’s fine direction, plus 
a telling performance by Lloyd 
Nolan, hypo the vehicle. Director's 
technique in withholding the real 
reason why the mysterious Joe Mon- 
day killed a wealthy mining engi- 
neer is especially good. Previous to 
that he builds to the initial climax 
by showing the background of 
Francis Stetson, whor the prosecu- 
tion is trying to identify as Joe 
Monday, on trial for murder. 

The indifference of the Joe Mon- 
day character to all pleas to reveal 
his identity is neatly stressed, audi- 
ence not being sure that he is the 
missing Stetson until the final wit- 
ness is called at the trial. Court- 
room episode is developed with 
nicety. 

Besides Nolan’s fine work as Mon- 
day, there’s an evenly balanced sup- 
porting cast that includes Jean 
Rogers, Richard Clarke, Onslow 
Stevens, Eric Blore, Mae Marsh, Paul 
Stanton, Irving Bacon and Elizabeth 
Risdon. Although a minor character, 
Miss Risdon, as the single femme 
juror, contributes a corking interpre- 
tation as the typical American 


Screenplay by Robert Ellis, Helen 
Logan, Lester Ziffren and Edward 
Ettinger is okay. Sol M. Wurtzel has 


mother. 


,supplied substantial backgrounding 


| 


} 





| 
| 
| 
| 





for a film of this type; Virgil Miller 
has turned in a workmanlike job 
with the camera. Wear. 


HELL’S ANGELS 


(REISSUE) 

Astor release of Howard Hughes produce 
tion in revised form. Features Ben Lyon, 
James Hall, Jean Harlow, John Darrow, 
Lucien _‘Prival. Directed by Howard 
Hughes, Story, Marshall Neilan and Joseph 
Moncure March; adaptation, Howard Esta- 


brock and Harry Behn; film editors, Frank 
Lawrence. Douglass Biggs and Perry Hol- 
lingsworth; photography, Anthony Gaudio, 
Harry Perry, E. Burton Steene, Elmer 


Dyer, Harry Zech and Dewey Wrigley. Re- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Jan. 
12, °40. Running time, 96 MINS, 


DEOMEG RGCIOGRS. cv csccccciscececes Ben Lyon 
oo gE er eee James Hall 
PENSE Dicks use weehieeness ¥eal Jean Harlow 
REY MPO ON 650600005 rceeces John Darrow 
Baron von Kranz....... ..eee Lucien Prival 
Rae, WO ORO co.cc cceses Frank Clarke 
oo AO eee Roy Wilson 
Captain Redfield.......... Douglas Gilmore 
Baroness von Kranz..........+¢ Jane Winton 
LEW MOMMOOIINNS 6 is x00.0.0:60 0.000% Evelyn Hall 
PUREE BON GOl 6066000000 William B. Davidson 
Squadron Commander, R.F.C.....--++-:> 
Wyndham Standing 
Zeppelin Commander...Carl von Haartman 
First Officer, Zeppelin..F. Schumann-Heink 
DENNER eo. 6005'b 6 bo es06064658 0008 Stephen Cart 
BETO U RG :.00:0-5.4:0'5650409505050'9 Pat Somerset 
Von Richthofen....... William von Brinken 
Von Schiieben Hans Joby 


eee eee seers eaeseres 





Having obtained the distribution 
rights to Howard Hughes’ high-cost 
production of 1930, ‘Hell’s Angels, 
Astor Pictures has streamlined the 
picture and has specially produced a 
rolog. entitled ‘Wings Over the 

orld,” which deals with aviation. 
Astor, distributor in the independent 
field, has also added color to the 
Zeppelin sequence to cover the gun- 
fire and the burning of the blimp. 


The prolog opens with a shot of 
the first flight of the Wright broth- 
ers at Kitty Hawk and _ carries 
through to the present on various 
airplane exploits, the cut version of 
‘Angels’ following. Originally the 
Hughes air epic ran 119 minutes, but 
the running time has been reduced 
to 96 minutes, including the prolog 
with narration, which runs about 
six. Considerable of the cutting has 
been around the late Jean Harlow 
who skyrocketed on the strength © 
this picture, but much which made 
the censors and others blush a little 
remains in the streamlined reissue. — 

‘Angels’ was released in 1930 VY 

(Continued on page 24) 
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'. PEPPERS MIDWAY,’ family drama; produced by Jack Fier for the Irving 


16 VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 17, 1949 





PICTUR 














Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Usual January lull is causing slight drop in pictures facing the cameras, | 
bringing number down to 27, but all signs point to a heavy pickup. 

Number of features in the cutting mills, receiving final editing before | 


Columbia 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Pre'~ised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ....cccce 40 9 3 6 22 22 
Westerns e@eeeeeeee 1s 4 0 4 8 8 
PEED <cs 6od0e0e00 4 1 0 0 3 3 
TOURER 4.i0-00'00000 60 14 3 10 33 33 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘CRIMINAL CARGO,’ formerly titled ‘MUTINY ON THE SEAS,’ formerly 
titled ILLICIT CARGO,’ drama; produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; screen play by Eric Taylor and Albert DeMond from 
original by Eric Taylor; photographed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack 
Holt, Eduardo Ciannelli, Dick Purcell, Harry Carey, Donald Briggs, Sig 
Rumann, Irene Ware, Kathleen Howard, Eddie Kane, Paul Fix. 


‘HIS GIRL FRIDAY,’ romantic comedy produced and directed by How- 
ard Hawks; no writing credits released: photographed by Joe Walker. Cast: 
Cary Grant, Rosalind Russell, Raiph Bellamy, Helen Mack, Ernest Truex, 
Abner Biberman, Frank Jenks, Roscoe Karns, John Qualen, Frank Orth, 
Clarence Kolb, Porter Hall, Isabel Withers, Pat Farr. 


‘BLAZING SIX SHOOTERS,’ western with songs; produced by Jack Fier 
for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Joe Lewis; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris 
Meredith, Sons of the Pioneers, Henry Hall, George Cleveland, Dick Curtis, 
Al Bridges, Bruce Bennett. 

‘CONVICTED WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘DAUGHTERS OF TODAY,’ 
meller; produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Nick Gridine; no writing credits released; photographed by Benjamin 
—, Cast: Rochelle Hudson, Glenn Ford, Lola Lane, Frieda Insecort, 

une Lang. ; 


‘FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME,’ formerly titled ‘FIVE LITTLE 


Briskin unit; directed by Charles Barton; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Edith Fellows, Clarence Kolb, Ron- 
ald Sinclair, Dorothy Ann Seese, Charles Peck ,Tommy Bond, Rex Evans, 
Dorothy Peterson. 

‘THE LONE WOLF STRIKES,’ formerly titled ‘DOUBLE IN DIA- 
MONDS,’ mystery meller; produced by Fred Kohlmar; directed by Sidney 
Salkow; no writing credits released; photographed by Henry Freulich. 
Cast: Warren William, Joan Perry, Alan Baxter, Astrid Allwyn, Robert | 
Wilcox, Eric Blore, Montagu Love, Fred Kelsey. 

‘TEXAS EXPRESS,’ western with songs; produced by Leon Barsha; di- 
rected by Joe Lewis; no writing credits released; photographed by George 
Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Ed Le Saint, Dick Curtis, 
Bob Nolan, Sons of the Pioneers, Kenneth MacDonald, Harry Cording, 
Francis Walker, Lillian Lawrence. 

‘MUSIC IN MY HEART,’ formerly titled ‘PASSPORT TO FAPPINESS,’ | 
musical comedy, produced by Irving Starr; director, Joseph Santley; no} 
writing credits released; photographed by John Stumar. Cast: Tony Mar-/| 
tin, Rita Hayworth, Andre Kostelanetz, Edith Fellows, Alan Mowbray, 
Eric Blore, George Tobias, George Humbert. 

‘BULLETS FOR RUSTLERS,’ western: produced by Jack Fier for the | 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; no writing credits released; | 
photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Lorna Gray, | 
Bob Nolan, Sons of the Pioneers, Dick Curtis. Jack Rockwell, Ed Le Saint, 
Kenneth McDonald, Lee Prather, Francis Walker, Hal Taliaferro, Eddy | 
Laughton, Tim Spencer. 

‘PIONEERS OF THE FRONTIER,’ formerly titled ‘GUN LORD OF THE | 


FRONTIER,’ western, produced by Leon Barsha: director, Sam ‘eed 


| 





protographed by George Meehan. Cast: Linda Winters, Bill Elliott, Dick 
Curtis, Richard Fiske, Stanley Brown. 


Columbia Pix Now in Production 


‘TOO MANY HUSBANDS, romantic-comedy; produced and directed | 
by Wesley Ruggles; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph | 
Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur ,Melvyn Douglas, Fred MacMurray, Harry 
Davenport, Sam McDaniel, Walter Sondering. Z 


BLONDIE ON A BUDGET,’ family comedy; produced by Robert Sparks; | 
directed by Frank R. Strayer; no writing credits released; photographed | 
by Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Sims, 
Daisy (eanine), Danny Mummert, Rita Hayworth, Don Beddoe. 


PASSPORT TO ALCATRAZ,’ meller; produced by Larry Darmour: | 
directed by Lewis Collins; no writing credits released; photographed by 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Noah Beery, Jr., C. Henry Gordon, 
Cecilia Callejo, Guy Usher, Clay Clement, Robert Fiske, Harry Cording, | 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Al Bridges, Lee Phelps, Ben Weldon, Jack Adair. 


' 


™ Metro Studios 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
POMSPOS ... .ccece 51 21 2 10 18 18 
Selznick-Int’l ..... 1 1 0 6 t 0 
ORME wc vvcccaes 52 22 2 10 18 18 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


“HENRY GOES ARIZONA,’ comedy-drama; produced ky Harry Rapf; 
directed by Edwin L. Marin; based on the W. C. Tuttle Argosy magazine 
yarns; photographed by Les White. Cast: Frank Morgan, George Murphy, 
Ann Morriss, Virginia Weidler, Guy Kibbee, Slim Summerville, Robert 
ery wd Keane, Chester Conklin, Tennen Holtz, Jim Thorpe, Robert 

pindola. 


“BROADWAY MELODY OF 1940,’ musical; produced by Jack Cummings; 
directed by Norman Taurog; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Oliver Marsh. Cast: Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell, George Murphy, Ann 
Morriss, Frank Morgan, Ian Hunter, Lynne Carver, Gladys Blake, Florence 
Rice, Herman Bing, Joe Yule. 


‘NEW MOON,’ Sigmund Romberg operetta; produced by Robert Z. Leon- 
ard; directed by W. S. Van_ Dyke II; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Billie 
Burke, Bunty Cutler, Buster Keaton, Nat Pendleton, Mary Boland, Richard 
Purcell, John Miljan, Grant Mitchell, Claude King, 


“YOUNG TOM EDISON,’ biography; produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; 
directed by Norman Taurog; adaptation by Dore Schary and Hugo Butler; 
photographed by Sid Wagner. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Gene Reynolds, 
Virginia Weidler, Fay Bainter, George Bancroft, Bobby Jordon, Victor 
Kilian, Eily Malyon, Lloyd Corrigan, Clem Bevans. 

‘AROUSE AND BEWARE,’ historical adventure; produced by Edward 
Chodorov; directed by Leslie Fenton; original novel by MacKinley Kantor; 
photographed by Ray June. Cast: Wallace Beery, Dolores Del Rio, John 





preview or release, has now reached total of 92, assuring studios plenty of 
production to meet demands for next few months. 

Going through the preparation stages, to round out a season's promise of 
545 pictures, are 244 to be completed before 1940-41 season rolls around. 


(no writing credits released; photographed by Robert Planck. Cast: Joan 


Crawford, Clark Gable, Melvyn Douglas, Paul Lucas, J. Edward Bromberg, 
Albert Van Dekker, Sara Haden, John Arledge, Eduardo Ciannelli, Peter 
Lorre, Poul Fix, Francis MacDonald, Betty Compton, Bernard Nedell, Jack 
Mulhall. 

‘NORTHWEST PASSAGE’ (Technicolor), historical drama; produced by 
Hunt Stromberg; directed by King Vidor; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Sid Wagner. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Robert Young, Walter 
Brennan, Laraine Day, Donald McBride, Truman Bradley, Isabel Jewell, 
Helen MacKellar, Regis Toomey, Hugh Sothern, Addison Richards, Douglas 
Walton, Andrew Pena, Tony Guerrero, Lawrence Porter, Lumsden Hare, 
John Merton, Olaf Olsson. 

‘CONGO MAISIE,’ comedy; produced by J. Walter Ruben; directed by 
H. C. Potter; no writing credits released; photographed by Charles Lawton, 
Jr. Cast: Ann Sothern, John Carroll, Rita Johnson, Sheppard Strudwick, 
J. M. Kerrigan, Eily Malyon, E. E. Clive. 

‘THE SHOP AROUND THE CORNER,’ comedy-drama; no production 
credit; directed by Ernst Lubitsch; adapted by Sampson Raphaelson from 
the Hungarian stage play by Nickalaus Laszlo; photographed by William 
Daniel. Cast: Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart, Joseph Schildkraut, 
Frank. Morgan, Sarah Haden, Felix Bressart, Inez Courtney, William Tracy. 

Metro Pix Now in Production 


‘FLORIAN,’ romantic-drama; produced by Winfield Sheehan; directed 
by Edwin L. Marin; original novel by Felix Salten; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Robert Young, Helen Gilbert, Reginald Owen, Rand Brooks, 
Lee Bowman, Irina Baronova, Lucille Watson, Joe Yule. 

‘FORTY LITTLE MOTHERS,’ comedy-drama; produced by Harry Rapf; 
directed by Busby Berkeley; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Lawton, Jr. Cast: Eddie Cantor, Ralph Morgan, Rita Johnson, 
Bonita Granville, Diana Lewis, Martha O'Driscoll, Charlotte Munier, Louise 
Seidel, Margaret Early. 


Monogram 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras~ tion 
WUSSUEOR. 66606008 ‘ 32 0 4 24 24 
Westerns ...... <a 16 1 0 2 13 13 
WORE osc sc cicneee 48 6 0 6 37 37 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘YUKON FLIGHT,’ meller, produced by Phil Krasne; director, Ralph 
Staub, photographed by Mack Stengler. Cast: James Newill, Louise 
Stanley, Dave O’Brien, Carl Hackett, Warren Hull. 

‘WESTBOUND STAGE,’ formerly titled ‘UNDER WESTERN SKIES,’ 
musical western; produced by Edward Finney; directed by Spencer Ben- 
nett; screen play by Robert Emmett from story by John Foster; photo- 
graphed by Marcel LePicard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Nelson McDowell, Murial 
Evans, Nolan Willis, Steve Clark, Tom London, Reed Howes, Frank Ellis, 
Chick Hannan, Kenneth Duncan, Frank LaRue. 


‘MR. WONG AT HEADQUARTERS,’ meller, (1938-39 release) produced 
by William T. Lackey; directed by William Nigh; screen play by Scott 
Darling; story by Joseph West: based on the James Lee Wong stories by 
Hugh Wiley; photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Boris Karloff, Grant 
Withers, Marjorie Reynolds, Charles Trowbridge, John Hamilton, Craig 
Reynolds, Jack Kennedy, Lita Cheveret, Frank Puglia, Stanford Jolley, 
Jason Robards, Pauline Drake. 


‘FRONT PAGE LADY,’ meller; produced by T. R. Williams; directed 
by Howard Bretherton; screen play by C. B. Williams and Marion Orth; 
photographed by Harry Neumann, Cast: Warren Hull, Kay Linaker, Wil- 
liam von Brincken, George Cleveland, Fern Emmett, Willy Costello, Vince 
Rush, Ed Keane, Hans Wollenberger. 

‘PIONEER DAYS,’ western; produced and directed by Harry Webb; 
screen play by Bennett Cohen; photographed by Edwin Kull. Cast: Jack 
Randall, June Wilkins, Frank Yaconelli, Nelson McDowell, Ted Adams, 
Glenn Strange. 

‘CHASING TROUBLE,’ mystery-comedy; produced by Grant Withers; 
directed by Howard Bretherton; screen play by Mary McCarthy; photo- 
graphed by Harry Neumann, Cast: Frankie Darro, Marjorie Reynolds, 
Mantan Moreland, Milburn Stone, Lillian Elliott, Alex Callam. 





Paramount 
Now Balance to 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Ere 50 15 1 -16 18 18 

|Harry Sherman... 9 4 0 5 0 0 

| 2 er 59 19 1 21 18 18 


| Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 
| “BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN,’ comedy; produced and directed by 
Mark Sandrich; no writing credits released; photographed by Charles Lang. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Virginia Dale, Eddie Anderson, Phil Harris, Andy 
Devine, Merriel Abbott Dancers, Ellen Drew, Lillian Cornell, Kay Linaker, 
Theresa Harris, Dennis Day, George Guhl, Billy Bletcher, Allen Wood, 
Monte Collins, Harry Baldwin, James Burke, Edgar Dearing, Eddie Acuff, 
Marte Faust, Eddie Chandler, Dick Rush, Roger Gray, Willie Fung, Sonny 
Chorre. 

‘SAFARI,’ drama; GMO production; directed by Edward H. Griffith; no 
writing credits released; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Medeleine Carroll, Tullio Carminati, Lynne Overman, 
Muriel Angelus, Fredrik Vogeding, Clinton Rosemond, Thomas Louden, 
Fred Godoy, Jack .V. Carr, Billy Gilbert, Hans Von Morhart, Darby Jones, 
| Henry Rowland, George Melford, James Davis, Al Duval, John B. Wash- 
‘ ington, Ben Carter, Hassan Said, Major Sam Harris, Jesse Graves, Ernest 

Whitman. 





| William C. Thomas; directed by Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Robert Ryan, Jean Cagney, 
' Richard Denning, Robert Paige, William Frawley, Edward Brophy. 


‘HOLD YOUR HORSES,’ western; produced by Harry Sherman; directed 
by Lesley Selander; screen play by Norman Houston based on a story by 
Clarence E. Mulford; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William 
Boyd, Russell Hayden, Britt Wood, Harvey Stephens, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
Julie Carter, Rad Robinson, Frank Lackteen, Edward Waller, Jack Rock- 
well. 


‘OPENED BY MISTAKE,’ drama, produced by GMO; associate pro- 
ducer, Stuart Walker; director, George Archinbaud; screen play Py Stuart 
Palmer and Garnett Weston; based on a story by Hal Hudson and Kenneth 
Earl; photography by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Charles Ruggles, Janice 
Logan, Robert Paige, William Frawley, Florence Shirley, Byron Foulger, 
Cy Kendall, Sam Ash, C. L. Sherwood, Walter Soderling, John Hartley, 





Howard, John Wray, H. B. Warner, Victor Varconi. 


‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA, 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; original 
story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston Hall, Carlos Val- 
dez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turner 
MQna Barrie, Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frank Puglia, Adri- 
enne Ames. 

‘STRANGE CARGO,’ formerly titled ‘NOT TOO NARROW, NOT TOO 
DEEP,” drama; produced by Joseph Manciewicz; director, Frank Borzage; ' 


Lawrence Grossmith, James Burke, George McKay, Lloyd Corrigan, Al 
Stewart, James T. Mack, Jack Norton, Edward Marr, Scotty Groves, Kay 
Deslys, John Gallaudet, Dick Rush, Douglas Kennedy. . 

‘DR. CYCLOPS’ (Technicolor), meller; produced by Dale Van hat & 
directed by Ernest B. Schoedsack; original screen play by Tom Kilpatrick; 
photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Albert Dekker, Janice Logan, Thomas 
Coley, Charles Halton, Victor Kilian, Frank Yaconelli. 

‘ADVENTURE IN DIAMONDS,’ formerly titled ‘DIAMONDS ARE 
DANGEROUS,’ GMO production; directed by George Fitzmaurice; screen 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘GOLDEN GLOVES,’ drama; G. M. O. production; associate producer, | bad 


———=23 


‘Henry’-Blackstone 
Potent 86, Memphis; 
‘Destry’ $6,800, OK 


: Memphis, Jan. 16. 

‘Destry Rides Again’ and Black. 
stone’s magic art, coupled with 
‘Henry Goes Arizona,’ are setting the 
pace along Main Street in a so-so 
week. 

Loew’s, obviously rushing the 
meeting of commitments in order to 
have a clear path for ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ to run as long as possible after 
Jan. 26 preemie is running split- 
weeks. ‘Raffles’ wound up there yes- 
terday (15), with ‘Earl of Chicago’ 
coming in this afternoon for a 72- 
hour session. ' 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 10-30-40)— 
‘Raffles’ (UA). No great shakes here, 
but getting about $2,500 on four-day 
stay. with ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) 
rounding out the week. Last week, 
‘Swanee’ (20th), $6,200, better than 
expected. 

Warner’s (Warner) (2,300; 10-30- 
40)—‘British Intelligence’ (WB). 
Will do well to land $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB), $3,500, poor. 

Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200; 
10-30-40) —‘Destry’ (U). Dietrich- 
Stewart team well liked, and critics 
raved, all -—_ to $6,800, especially 
good amid general doldrums. Last 
week, ‘Hunchback’ (RKO), $7,000, 
excellent. 

Orpheum (Cullins- Evans) (2,800; 
15-40-55)—‘Henry Arizona’ (M-G), 
with Blackstone onstage. Magician 
great favorite here, even though re- 
peating same show as last season. 
Will get at least $8,000 in six days, 
one a holdover. Last week. ‘Main 
St. Lawyer’ (Rep) and Marcus revue 
onstage, $6,500, good. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-20-30) 
—‘Mutiny Big House’ (Mono), ‘Wom- 
en Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Man Mont- 
real’ (U). Dividing grind week three 
ways for $1,800. st week, ‘Escape 
Paradise’ (RKO), ‘Emergency Squad’ 
(Par) and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col) three- 
wayed to $1,700, about as usual. 


PORTLAND 


(Continued from page 9) 











than average second week, getting 
$4,600. 


Liberty (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-35-40)—‘Swanee’ (20th) 
and ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col). Okay 


$5,000. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Thoroughbreds’ (RKO) wound 
up a third week to middling biz at 
$3,700. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-35-40)—‘Destry’ (WB) and 
‘Turps’ (M-G). Third week rated 
about par for this house, with $2,500. 
Second week $3,000 following big 
first week at the UA, 


Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15-30-40)—‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep) 
and ‘Panama Patrol’ (GN) with 


vaude ‘Florentine Garden Revue.’ 
Latter given top billing and chiefly 
responsible for good enough $5,000. 
Last week, ‘South Border’ (Rep) and 
‘Money to Burn’ (Rep) with vaude 
got across nicely for okay $4,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Victor Herbert’ 
(Par) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th). Regis- 
tered well and hit the b.o. high spots 
for good $6,000. Last week, ‘Hunch- 
back’ (RKO) closed a fair second 
week with $4,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Shop’ (M-G) and ‘Big Guy’ 
(U). Over the top as a winner 
chiefly on the Stewart-Sullivan pic, 
and strong at $5,500. Last week, 
‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
Evidence’ (U) did better than ex- 
pected with okay $4,400. 


LINCOLN 


{Continued from page 1C) 








Wives’ (WB) (2d wk), $2,900, all 
right. 

Nebraska (LTC-Coopér) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Hardy Son’ (M-G). Usual 
Hardy b.o. high, $4,000. Last week, 
‘Housekeeper’ (UA), held for nine 
days, $4,400, all right. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G). Word of 
mouth good after dull opening, like- 
ly $3,700, average. Last week, ‘High 
School’ (20th) (3 days) $1,750, not 

a 


Varsity (NTI - Noble - Federer) 
(1,100; 10-20-25)—‘Cafe Hostess’ 
(Col) and ‘Road to Glory’ (20th). 
Doing okay, $2,300. Last week, ‘Mu- 
sic Heart’ (Col) and ‘Flight Midnight’ 
(Col), average $1,800. 


‘Ecstacy’ Definitely Out 


Albany, Jan. 16. 
Finish apparently was written to 
the prolonged effort of Eureka Pro- 
ductions, Inc., to obtain a license for 
‘Ecstasy,’ when the Court of Appeals 
refused to hear an appeal from the 
second affirmation by the Appellate 
Division of the state motion picture 
division’s denial of a permit. Orig- 
inally ruled ‘indecent’ by the MPD, 
the Hedy Lamarr Czech picture ran 
into a series of court decisions up- 
holding this opinion. 
Last spring a “revised 1939’ version 
|was submitted to the MPD, but was 
again turned down as ‘indecent.’ 
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ELECTED AGAIN! ‘ 


| ~~ The Annual Polls of the trade papers are in! First in Stars! First in Hits! First in the hearts 

of the ticket-buyers! Leo thanks the exhibitors and newspaper critics who elected him 

Champ again! Year in and year out it’s the same story! It’s reflected not only in a sound tf 
product but in friendly dealing with the trade. Already within the first days of 1940 M-G-M a 
has revealed new triumphs. “THE SHOP AROUND THE CORNER” (Margaret Sullavan, " 
James Stewart) has been picked by columnists as certain to be among the Ten Best of the 
new year. “STRANGE CARGO” (Clark Gable, Joan Crawford) is next to win national in 
acclaim. “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1940” (Fred Astaire, Eleanor Powell) is positively the | 
best of this famed series. “NORTHWEST PASSAGE” in Technicolor (Spencer Tracy) is 
¢ destined to be one of the year’s Biggest. Just a few of the early year, keeping up the electric / 
pace that’s the Talk of the Industry. THE FRIENDLY COMPANY 7 
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Advance Production Chart 


Continued from page 16) 


play by Leonard Lee and Franz Schulz; based on_ story by Frank 
O'Connor; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Brent, Isa 
Miranda, John Loder, Nigel Bruce, Elizabeth Patterson, Matthew Boul- 
ton, Rex Evans, David Glyde, Rex Downing, Douglas Gordon, Harry 
Stubbs. Norman Ainsley, Guy Bellis, Nikolayeva, Hi Roberts, Walter 
Kingsford, Ralph Forbes, Gerald Rogers, Janet Waldo, Major Sath Harris, 
Roger Gray, Tony Marsh, Ed Gargan, Bobby Hale, Vera Lewis, E. F. Clive, 
Keith Kenneth. Wilfred Roberts, Susan Paley, Jack M. Lee, Ernest Truex, 
Charles Irwin, Charles Bennett, John Ward. 


‘UNTAMED?’ (Technicolor); produced by Paul Jones; directed by George 
Archainbaud;: screen play by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan and Frank Butler; 
based on ‘Mantrap’ by Sinclair Lewis; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: 
Ray Milland, Patricia Morison, Akim Tamiroff, William Frawley, Eily 
Malyon, J. M. Kerrigan, Esther Dale, Jane Darwell, Bahe Denetdeel, 
Charlene Wyatt, Gertrude Hoffman, J. Farrell MacDonald, Sibyl Harris, 
Clem Bevans, Fay Helm, Darryl Hickman, Roscoe Ates. 


‘REMEMBER THE NIGHT,’ drama; GMO production; directed by 
Mitchell Leisen; original screen play by Preston Sturges; photographed by 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Barbara’ Stanwyck, Fred MacMurray, Beulah Bondi, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Snowflake, Tom Kennedy, Sterling Holloway, John 
Wray, Georgia Caine, John Beck, Thomas W. Ross, Virginia Brissac. 


‘THE BISCUIT EATER, drama; produced by Jack Moss; director, Stuart 
Heisler; screen play by Stuart Anthony and Lillie Hayward; based on a 
story by James Street; photography by Leo Tover. Cast: Billy Lee, Helene 
Millard, Richard Lane, Lester Mathews, Snowflake, Gerdell Hickman. 


‘THE WAY OF ALL FLESH,’ drama; GMO production; associate pro- 
ducer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Louis King; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Akim Tamiroff, William Henry, 
Gladys George, Muriel Angelus, Norma Nelson, James Seay, Roger Imhof, 
Berton Churchill, Douglas Kennedy. 


‘AT GOOD OLD SIWASH,’ drama; produced and directed by Ted Reed; 
screen play by Don Hartman; based on the stories by George Fitch; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner. Cast: William Holden, Bonita Granville, Ezra 
Stone, Vaughan Glaser, Judith Barrett; Phillip Terry, Richard Denning, 
James Seay, John Laird, John Hartley, Douglas Kennedy, John Arledge, 
Jean Phillips, Audrey Maynard, Kay Stewart, Paula De Cardo, Kathleen 
McCormick, Jimmy- Dodd, Harry C. Bradley, Dick Winslow, Michael Gale, 
Lane Allen, William Orr, Dave Dunbar, Aldrich Bowker, Kent Rogers, 
Frank Coghlan, Jr., Robert Scott, Alan Ladd, Gaylord Pendleton, James 
Flavin, Stanley Blystone, Lux McBride, Hal Brazeale, Richard Clayton, 
Bradley Clark, Billy O’Brien. 

‘HIDDEN GOLD,’ formerly titled ‘THE MAN FROM BAR-?206,’ western; 
produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Lesley Selander; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, 
Russell Hayden, Ruth Rogers, Britt Wood, Roy Barcroft, Minor Watson, 
Lee Phelps, Ethel Wales. 

‘EMERGENCY SQUAD,’ GMO production; associate producer, Stuart 
Walker; directed by Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Harry Hallenberger. Cast: William Henry, Louise Campbell, 
Robert Paige, Richard Denning, Anthony Quinn. 


‘KNIGHTS OF THE RANGE,’ western; produced by Harry Sherman: | 





associate producer, Joe W. Engle; directed by Les Selander; screen play | 


by Norman Houston, based on a story by Zane Grey; photographed by 
Russell Harlan. Cast: Russell Hayden, Jean Parker, Harry Humphrey, | 
J. Farrell MacDonald, Rad Robinson, Britt Wood, Victor Jory, Morri | 
Ancrum, Ethel Wales. 


| 
‘THE LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS,’ western, produced by Harry Sher- | 


man; director, Leslie Selander; screenplay by Norman Houston, original | 
by Zane Gray; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Victor Jory, | 
Jo Ann Sayers, Russell Hayden, Morris Ankrum, Noah Beery, Jr., Ruth | 
Rogers, J. Farrell MacDonald, Esther Estrella, Alan Ladd, Georgia Haw- | 
kins, Earle Askam, Tom Tyler. 

‘ROAD TO SINGAPORE,’ musical-comedy, produced by Harlan Thomp- | 
son; director, Victor Schertzinger; screen play by Don Hartman and Frank 
Butler; based on a story by Harry Hervey; photographed by William 
Mellor. Cast: Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Judith Barrett, 
Charles Coburn, Anthony Quinn, Jerry Colonna, Johnny Arthur, Pedro 
Regas, Belle Mitchell, Nina Campana, Benny Inocencio, Gloria Franklin, 
Carmen D’Antonio, Bob O’Connor, Ed Gargan, Greta Grandstedt, Don 
Brodie, John Kelly, Kitty Kelly, Freddie Walburn, Payne Johnson, Larry 





Harris, Roger Gray, Monte Blue. Taylor, Douglas Deems, Darwood Kay, Patsy Carmichael. - 
‘THE FARMER’S DAUGHTER,’ comedy-drama; associate producer, Wil- | 


liam Thomas; directed by James Hogan; no writing credits released; pho- 
tographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Martha Raye, Charles Ruggles, William 
Frawley, Richard Denning, Gertrude Michael, William Duncan, Ann Shoe- 
maker, William Demarest, Inez Courtney, Lorraine Krueger, Betty Mc- 
Laughlin, Anne Harrison, Tom Dugan, Jock Norton, Benny Baker, Bill 


Boggess, Bert Hanlon. Grace Hayle, Wanda McKay, Wilfred Roberts, | 


John Hartley, Darryl Hickman, Pat West, Jane Webb, Si Jenks, Sam Ash, 
Eddie Borden. 


*‘WOMEN WITHOUT NAMES,’ formerly titled ‘STRANGE MONEY,’ 
drama; associate producer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Robert Florey; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Stuart Thompson. Cast: 
Ellen Drew, Robert Paige, Judith Barrett, John McGuire. Thomas E. 
Jackson, Warden M. Thomas, Joseph Sawyer, James Seay, Louise Beavers, 
John Miljan, Charles Williams, Esther Dale, Marjorie Main, Charles Waldron, 
Cy Kendall, Weldon Heyburn. 

‘THE SHOWDOWN,’ formerly titled ‘FOUR ACES,’ formerly titled 
“GUN CHORES,’ Hopalong Cassidy westen; produced by Harry Sherman: 
directed by Howard Bretherton; screen play by Harold and Daniel Kusell; 
original story by Jack Jungmeyer; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: 
William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Britt Wood, Morris Ankrum, Jane Clayton, 
be st Kramer, Donald Kirk, Roy Barcroft, Kermit Maynard, Walter 

umway. 


‘TYPHOON,’ meller (Technicolor); GMO production; directed by Louis 
King; screen play by Allen Rivkin: based on story by Steve Fisher: photo- 


graphed by William Mellior. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Robert Preston, | 


Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Paul Harvey, Norma Gene Nelson, Jack 
Carson, Al Kikume. 
Par Pix New in Preduction 

‘DOWN WENT McGINTY,’ drama; produced by Paul Jones; directed by 
Preston Sturges; no writing credits released; photographed by William 
Mellor. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Muriel Angelus, Akim Tamiroff, William 
Demarest, Allyn Joslyn, Harry Rosenthal, Libby Taylor, Thurston Hall, 
Steffi Duna, Esther Howard, Donnie Kerr, Mary Thomas, Walter Soder- 
ling, Harry Hayden, William Edmunds, Dorothy Vernon, Sylvia Andrew, 


Kay Stewart, Jean Phillips. 
RKO-Radio 
New Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Studies ..... ere 52 16 3 5 34 34 
WEREETENS «oc cusees’ 6 2 0 0 4 4 
Sol Lesser ..... “ee 2 2 0 0 0 0 
The Plays’ the 

Serer 3 (i) 0 1 3 3 
Plays & Pix Corp. 2 0 6 1 1 1 
Major Pictures 

(English) ...... 1 6 1 @ 0 6 
Harold Lioyd..... 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Stephens-Lang .... 3 1 0 6 2 2 
Boris Morres Prod. 1 1 % 6 6 0 
Walt Disney...... 1 0 1 o ® 0 

MND Sots re otha 73 16 5 7 45 45 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 

‘ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS’ (1939-40 release), historical drama; pr: 
duced by Max Gordon and Harry Goetz; directed by John Cromwell: pla) 
and screen play by Robert Sherwood; photographed by James Wong Howe. 
Cast: Raymond Massey, Gene Lockhart, Ruth Gordon, Mary Howard, 


——————==s 


an 





De Silva, Aldrich Bowker, Maurice Murphy, Louis Jean Heydt, Clem 
Bevans, Harlan Briggs. 

‘SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON,’ drama, produced by Gene Towne and 
Graham Baker; director, Edward Ludwig; story adaptation by Towne and 
Baker; screenplay by Walter Ferris; photography by Nick Musuraca. Cast: 
Thomas Mitchell, Edna Best, Freddie Bartholomew, Terry Kilburn, Tim 
Holt, Bobby Quillan, Christian Rub, John Wray, Herbert Rawlinson, Fred 
Kohler. 


7 
Extras’ Power 


Continued from page 5 











tras are deprived of any voice jn 
collective bargaining matiers affect, 


‘MARINES FLY HIGH,’ melodrama; produced by Robert Sisk; directed | 98 their destinies. This charge, 
by Ben Stoloft; screen play by Jerry Cady; photographed by Frank | Course, is untrue, because in na Fn 
Redman. Cast: Richard Dix, Chester Morris, Lucille Ball, John Eldredge, | the extra members of the Guild hay 
Paul Harvey, Horace MacMahon, Dick Hogan, Steffi Duna, Bob Stanton, ! been consulted about anything do e 
Doris Lloyd, Frank M. Thomas, Nestor Paiva. which affected their future Pre 

‘LITTLE ORVIE,’ drama; produced by William Sistrom; directed by Ray ‘However, in order that the charge 
McCarey; screen play by Lynn Root and Frank Fenton from the novel | may not be made, the board of di ge 
by Booth Tarkington; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: John Sheffield, | tors has decided to codify ; re. 
Ernest Truex, Dorothy Tree, Ann Todd, Daisy Mothershed, Ray Turner, by-laws the existing roi into the 
Fay Helm, Dell Henderson. has heen follows’ be the ro which 

‘VIGIL IN THE NIGHT’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced and directed ‘Th y uild, 
by George Stevens; from novel by A. J. Cronin; photographed by Robert erefore, the board of directors 
De Grasse. Cast: @arole Lombard, Brian Aherne, Anne Shirley, Brenda re rare Th — to the Class 
Forbes, Robert Coote. membership by mail vo‘e the 

‘SAINT’S DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ melodrama; produced by Cliff Reid; question of whether the by-laws 
directed by Jack Hively; screen play by Ben Holmes and Jerry Cady from should be amended to give the extras 
novel by Leslie Charteris; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: George San- legally what they have been given 
ders, Helene Whitney, Jonathan Hale, Bela Lugosi, Donald MacBride, John jin practice. The board of diesen 
F. Hamilton, Thomas W. Ross, Elliott Sullivan, Byron Foulger. /unqualifiedly recommends a yes an 

‘MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY,’ comedy; produced by Robert Sisk; directed | on adoption of this amendment’ 
by Les Goodwins; screen play by Charles Roberts: photographed by Jack Seedove in th en : 
McKenzie. Cast: Joe Penner, Linda Hayes, Russ Brown, Fritz Feld, Tom) -*"' a + In the extra ranks ex. 
Kennedy, Granville Bates, Arthur Q. Bryan. poo " belief that adoption of 

RKO Pix Now in Production be Ah ge -— would practically 

‘PINOCCHIO’ (1939-40 release), Walt Disney adaptation of child's folk Pre enn oe Poel 7 ied by a 
tale by C. Collodi; an animated feature in Technicolor. bee: effort ae in. Fe Pages in 

‘THE PRIMROSE PATH,’ drama; produced and directed by Gregory full voting iw 2 © extend 

: : ve apa A oh : r 2 privileges to Class B 
La Cava; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph August. mtiibere . a 
Cast: Ginger Rogers, Joel McCrea, Marjorie Rambeau, Henry Travers, | Se € case is scheduled for 


Vivian Osborne, Miles Mander, Queenie Vassar, Joan Carol, Carmen 4 hearing in Superior Court Friday 
Morales. | (26), but may be dropped before that 


‘IRENE,’ romantic comedy with music; produced and directed by Her- | time. 
bert Wilcox; screen ey Se Aon eat ior the a enna. Cartoonists Submit Demands 
ery play; photographe usse etty. ast: Anna Neagle, Ray Mil- ia ere 
ig Roland Gouce. y Find Marshal, May Robson, Billie Burke, Arthur Demand for a five-day week of 40 
Treacher, Isabel Jewell, Doris Nolan, Tommy Kelly, Ethel Griffies, Marsha | hours has been submitted to pro- 
Hunt, Stuart Robertson, Juliette Compton. | ducers by the Screen _ Cartoonist 

‘MY FAVORITE WIFE,’ drama; produced by Leo McCarey; directed by Guild. Group also is asking for sey- 
Garson Kanin; sereen play by Sam and Bella Spewack; photographed by | €rance pay, vacation with pay, and a 
Rudolph Mate. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary Grant, Randolph Scott, Gail| minimum wage scale ranging from 
Patrick, Ann Shoemaker, Scotty Beckett, Mary Lou Harrington, Donald $18 a week for apprentices to $250 
MacBride. for cartoon directors. Negotiations 

‘BILL OF DIVORCEMENT,’ drama; produced by Robert Sisk: directed | on proposed pact have been post- 
by John Farrow; screen play by Dalton Trumbo from the stage play by | poned pending an election to be held 
Clemence Dane; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Maureen O'Hara,;by the National Labor Relations 
Adolphe Menjou, Fay Bainter, Herbert Marshall, Dame May Whitty, Patric Board on petition of the SCG for 
Knowles, C. Aubrey Smith, Ernest Cossart, Kathryn Collier, Lauri Beatty. | certification as bargaining represen. 


pray | tative for its members. 
Republic | Plans are fast being compleied for 
| the Coast end of the annual ball of 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America. Preliminary arrangements 














New Balance te 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in z 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- |2%¢ being made by Ralph Morgén, 
Premised pleted ing Reems Cameras tien SAG prexy, and I. B. Kornblun, at- 
Features ...ccccece 24 8 1 2 13 13 torney for Actors Equity and the 
Westerns ...cccese 24 7 0 1 16 16 American Federation of Radio Art- 
Serials ....ccccees 4 2 1 ® 1 1 ists. Guy Lombardo’s orchestra will 
_ —_ — —_ = ey furnish the music, with Guild mem- 
Tetals .........- 52 17 : 2 3 31 31 'bers putting on a two-hour show at 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting release: | $11 per copy. 


‘THE WOLF OF NEW YORK,’ meller; associate producer, Robert North; : o : oe 
directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; photographed Pape ong a ot epee lag 
by Reggie Lanning. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Rose Hobart, James Stephenson, Eddie Cant ‘ Edw: ‘d ys ld 
Bill Demarest, Jerome Cowan, Maurice Murphy, Ann Baldwin. {pond  oahe te Wane San P ocogneoe 

‘HEROES OF THE SADDLE,’ western; produced by Harry Grey: di- Som vag Shacmeon as 
rected by William Witney; no writing credits released; photographed by | *€®"¢ omnson. 


William Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Raymond Hatton, Duncan Renaldo, 
Loretta Weaver, Patsy Lee Parsons, Byron Foulger, William Royle, Al 


Tiff between American Guild of 
Variety Artists and Ear] Carrol] was 
settled by temporary agreement call- 





‘VILLAGE BARN DANCE,’ drama _ with music; associate producer, ing for payment of $40 week to 
Armand Schaefer; directed by Frank MacDonald; no writing credits re- | chorus and minimum of $50 for prin- 
| leased; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Richard Cromwell, Doris | cipals. Arbitration of wage scale has 
se § —— Jo Allen, Robert Baldwin, Esther Dale, Don Wilson, Lulu | peen postponed indefinitely, with 
| Belle, otty. | a ey — 2 
| Republic Pix Now in Production ae Ws Wh tage Waiiten baie 10 
‘THE DARK COMMAND,’ meller; associate producer. Sol C. Siegel; | cither <7 “_ . 
| directed by Raoul Walsh; no writing credits released; photographed by | : . 

Jack Marta. Cast: John Wayne, Claire Trevor, Roy Rogers, Walter Pidgeon, H. C. Carrasco, State labor com- 
Porter Hall, Joseph Sawyer, Marjorie Main, George Hayes. . |missioner, has warned producing 
| ‘DRUMS OF FU MANCHU,’ 15-chapter serial; produced by H. S. Brown, | companies there must be strict ad- 
| Jr., co-directed by William Witney and Jack English; screen play by | herence to regulations governing em- 
| Morgan Cox, Franklyn Adreon, Norman Hall, Barney Sarecky and Sol ployment of minors in pictures. A 
| Shorr from a novel by bes a ana th y4 jag oer Nobles. | gathering of 75 studio executives was 
Cast: Robert Kellard, William Royle, Tom Chatterton, Olaf, Hytten, Luana | tolq@ that no alibis will be accepted in 
| Walters, Henry Brandon, Gloria Franklyn, John Merton, Budd Buster. ‘future for failure to procure proper 


| 











; permits for children, etc. 
20th Century-Fox -. 
(1939-40) NLRB Acts on Cartoonists 
Washington, Jan. 16. 
Now Balance to Dismissal of petitions filed by 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in Screen Cartoon Guild for investiga- 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- tion and certificati-n of representa- 


” , Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
_ Acie aise eel - . . * " oe wood animated cartoon producers 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: was announced Monday (15) by the 
‘THE BLUE BIRD,’ fantasy in Technicolor; associate producer, Gene Wattone} Labor Relations Board. Dis- 
Markey; directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Ernest Pascal from book - L ill t cece ‘lude Screen 
| by Maurice Maeterlinck; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley ae ean na pes 1 852 ‘claim- 
Temple, Spring Byington, Eddie Collins, Sybil Jason, Gale Sondergaard, Cartoonists Union, Local 852, Gi id 
Nancy Kelly, Laura Hope Crews, Nigel Bruce, Johnny Russell, Leona ing to be a ‘successor of the puild, 
| Roberts, Jessie Ralph, Al Shean. : F | from filing a petition for again 
‘HE MARRIED HIS WIFE,’ comedy: associate producer. Ray tion ef representatives win ee 
| Griffith; director, Roy Del Ruth; no weiting credits reledend: Emden to any of these employevs. NLRB e€x- 
by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Joel McCrea, Nancy Kelly, Roland Young, Mary | Plained. 
Boland, Mary Healy, Lyle Talbot, Elisha Cook, Jr., Barnett Parker. Following announcement of «&n 
‘GRAPES OF WRATH,’ drama; associate producer, Nunnally Johnson; | election order on Oct. 23, Loca) 852. 
director, John Ford; no writing credits released: photography by Gregg | requested the board to reopen the 
Toland. Cast: Henry Fonda, Doris Bowdon, Charlie Grapewin. Jane record to receive additional evi- 
Poot g Rey pad: ye iguaaee Quillan, Russell Simpson, John Qualen. | gence to establish that the Screen 
: , : _ |Cartoon Guild was ‘non-existent. 
‘LITTLE OLD NEW YORK,’ drama; produced by Raymond Griffith: di- the union further requested exclu- 
| rector, Henry King; no writing credits released; photography by Leon .. f - ' the unit 
Shamroy. Cast: Alice Faye, Fred MacMurray, Richard Greene, Brenda “0% © ere vigondl ° 
Joyce, Andy Devine, Henry Stephenson, Ben Carter, Clarence Hummel] found to be most appropriate. 
Wilson. | Board’s decision was that it would 
‘CHARLIE CHAN IN PANAMA,’ meller, produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; | be better to deny the motion of Local 
director, Norman Foster; no writing credits released; photographed by | 872 and dismiss the petition with- 
Virgil Miller. Cast; Sidney Toler, Jean Rogers, Lionel Atwill, Sen Yung, | out prejudice. Contended there was 
Chris-Pin Martin, Kane Richmond, Mary Nash, Lionel Royce, Helen / no statement by the union that the 
Ericson, Edwin Stanley, Don Douglas, Frank Puglia. question concerning representation 
‘THE MAN WHO WOULDN’T TALK,’ meller; produced by Sol Wurtzel; | now exists, or that a new question 
directed by David Burton: no writing credits released; photography by | of this sort has since arisen. Dec!- 
| Virgil Miller. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Jean Rogers, Richard Clarke, Mae Marsh, | sion as to whether the Screen CarI- 
Joan Valerie, Douglas Wood, Onslow Stevens, Eric Blore, Irving Bacon. | toonists Union ‘was the «ame entity 
‘SHOOTING HIGH,’ drama: produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by{|as, or one different, from Screen 
Alfred Green; no writing credits released. Cast: Jane Withers, Gene Cartoon Guild,’ also was ducked. 
\utry, Marjorie Weaver, Katharine Aldridge, Jack Carson. | Studios involved in the squabble 
‘YOUNG AS YOU FEEL,’ Jones Family comedy; produced by John' are Walter Lantz Productions. 
Stone; directed by Malcolm St. Clair; no writing credits released; photo- | | oew’s Inc., Raymond Katz Siudiv. 


tives of employees fo: four Holly- 





Dorothy Tree, Harvey Stephens, Minor Watson, Alan Baxter, Howard ' (Continued on page 20) 





'and Leon Schlesinger. 
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Miami Beach, Fla. 
Miami, Fla. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Augusta, Ga. 
Macon, Ga. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 
Owensboro, Ky. 
Jackson, Miss. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Ashville, N. C. 


Hendersonville, N. C. 


Hickory, N. C. 
Greensboro, N. C 
New Orleans, La. 
Oklahoma City, O 
Tulsa, Okla. 

- Houston, Tex. 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Austin, Tex. 

Port Arthur, 
Corsicana, T: 


Springfield, 
Chicago, IIL. 


Peoria, Ill. 

Quincy, Ill. 

LaPorte, Ind 

Detroi 

Kala ch. 
Saginaw, Mich. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Lansing, Mi 

Bay Cit 

Battle 


Flint, Mich. 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 
Racine, Wisc. 
LaCrosse, Wis 
Kenosha, Wis 
Manitowoc, Wisc. 
Hancock, Mich. 


Iron Mountain, Mich. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Richmond, Ind. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Evansville, Ind. 
Seymour, Ind. 
Bloomington, Ind. 
Renssalaer, Ind. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 
Salem, Ind. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
Wichita, 


ferson City, Mo. 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Sioux City, Ia. 


Ottumwa, Ia. 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
ae la, 


ng Ia. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Duluth, Minn 
Sty 
Roch 
Fargo, 4 

ioux Falls, S. D. 
Austin, Minn. 


“Ninot, N. D 


Cc 
al. 
tockton, Cal. 
San Jose, Cal. 
Sacrament 


Phoenix, Ariz. 
Tucson, Ariz. 


San Luis Obispo, Cal. 


Santa Barbara, Cal. 
Las Vegas, N. M. 
Santa Ana, Cal. 
Ventura, Cal. 
Bakersfield, Cal. 


Pomona, Cal. 

San Bernardino, Cal. 
Riverside, Cal. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Tacoma, Wash. 
Spokane, Wash. 


Salt Lake City, Utah 
Pocatello, Idaho 
Boston, Mass. 
d,M 
, Mass. 
ce, R. I. 
ortland, Me. 
Pittsfield, Mass. 


Bridgeton, Me. 
Barre, Vt. 
Brattlebor 


over, N. H. 
Richford, Vt. 


cao ke 
oe 


ster, N 
Syracuse, N. a” 
Binghamton, N. Y. 
Niagara 


a. 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Reading, Pa. 
Easton, Pa. 
Lebanon, Pa. 
Allentown, ” Neenaneans 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Washington, D. C. 


atte 
& *y 


“a Gpelinele ‘ 





Norfolk, Va. 
Richmond, Va. 
Newport News, Va. 
Lynchburg, Va. 
Charlottesville, Va. 
anoke, Va. 
veland, Ohio 
umbus, Ohio 
Toledo, Ohio 
Youngstown, Ohio 
Steubenville, Ohio 
l e, Ohio 
erpool, Ohio 
Ohio 
xington, Ky. 
Hartford, Conn. 


New Haven, Conn. 
, Conn. 
» Conn. 


anbury, <7 
Stamford, Conn. 
New Britai 


on 
i » Conn. 
ristol, Conn. 
South Manchester, Conn. 


New Yo ‘ 


oO e - ¢ 

own, N. Y. 
Newark, N. J. 
Paterson, N. J. 
Asbury Park, N. J. 

,N. J. 
nySN. Y. 
_ me XY. 

Schenectady, N. Y. 
Troy, N. Y. 
Washington, Pa. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Wheeling, W. Va. 
New Castle, Pa. 
Butler, Pa. 
Altoona, Pa. 
Meadville, Pa. 
Charleroi, Pa. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 18) 


grepbed by Charles Clarke. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Ken 
well, George Ernest, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Billy Mahan, Joan 
Valerie, Dorothy Dearing, Irma Wilson. 


20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

‘DANCE WITH THE D&<VIL,’ drama; produced by Harry Joe Brown; 
directed by Henry Hathaway; no writing credits released. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Dorothy Lamour, Edward Arnold, Lloyd Nolan, Charley Grapewin, 
Lionel Atwill. 

‘I WAS AN ADVENTURESS,’ drama; produced by Nunnally Johnson; 
directed by Gregory Ratoff; no writer credits released; photographed by | 
Leon Shamroy. .Cast: Zorina, Richard Greene, Erich von Stroheim, | 
Lorre. 

‘HOTEL FOR WOMEN NO. 2,’ drama; produced by John Stone; directed | 











Freund. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan Bennett, John Howard, Alan | 
Hale, George Sanders, George Bancroft, Vincent Price, Gene Garrick, Fran- | 


cis McDonald, Mala. 


‘HONEYMOON DEFERRED,’ formerly titled ‘DOUBLE ALIBI,’ formerly 
titled ‘HONEYMOON DEFERRED,’ drama; produced by Ken Goldsmith; 
directed by Lew Landers; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Elwood Bredell. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Margaret Lindsay, Elizabeth Ris- 
don, Anne Gwynne, Jerry Marlowe, Joyce Compton, Julie Stevens, Chick 
Chandler, Cliff Clark, Lillian Yarbo. 


Universal Pix New in Preduction 


‘MY LITTLE CHICKADEE,’ western comedy; no producer credit; di- 
rected by Edward Cline; no writing credits released; photographed by Joe 
Valentine. Cast: Mae West, W. C. Fields, Joseph Calleia, Dick Foran, Anne 
Nagel, Margaret Hamilton, George Moran, 


‘IT HAPPENED IN KALOHA,’ drama with music; produced by Joe Pas- 
ternak; directed by William Seiter; screen play by Norman Grasna; photo- 
graphed by Joe Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Kay Francis, Walter 
Pidgeon, Lewis Howard, Cissy Loftus, Samuel S. Hinds, Szoke Szakal. 


‘BLACK FRIDAY,’ meller; produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Arthur 


by Ricardo Cortez; no writing credits released; photographed by George | Tybin: no writing credits released; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: 


Barnes. Cast: Lynn Bari, Joan Davis, Joan Valerie, Robert Lowery, Henry 
Wilcoxon, Elise Knox, Mary Beth Hughes, Katharine Aldridge, Helen 
Ericson, Dorothy Dearing. 


United Artists 


(1939-40) 





Now Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
ing Rooms Cameras tion 
0 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 
Promised pleted 
Samuel Goldwyn... 3 
Selznick ne 
Walter Wanger.... 
Chaplin ..... 
Reach ....... esas 
(Laurel-Hardy). 
Alexander Korda.. 
Edward Small..... 
Lesser-Lubitsch ... 
Douglas Fairbanks . 
David L. Leew..... 


Totals eeeeve * 40 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 

‘REBECCA,’ meller; produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Alfred 
Hitchock; from novel by Daphne du Maurier; photographed by George 
Barnes. Cast: Lawrence Olivier, Joan Fontaine, Judith: Anderson, Reginald 
Denny, George Sanders, Gladys Cooper, Philip Winter, Nigel Bruce, Ed- 
ward Fielding, Florence Bates. 

‘TWO’S COMPANY,’ feature-length comedy; produced by Hal Roach; 
directed by Gordon Douglas; no writing credits released; photographed by 
 esaoall eon dog Cast: Laurel and Hardy, Jimmy Finlayson, Eddie Conrad, 

aire James. . 


‘HOUSE ACROSS THE BAY,’ Walter Wanger production, directed by | 
Archie Mayo; screenplay by Kathryn Scola; photographed by Merritt 
Gerstad. ‘Cast: Joan Bennett, George Raft, Lloyd Nolan, Gladys George, 
Walter Pidgeon, June Knight, Pat O’Malley, Emmett Vogan. 


‘1,000,000 B. C.,’ produced by D. W. Griffith; directed by Hal Roach; 
screen play by Mickell Novak and George Baker from an original by 
Eugene Roche; photographed by Norbert Brodine. Cast: Victor Mature, | 
Lon Chaney, Jr., Carole Landis, John Hubbatd, Mamo Clark, Jacqueline | 
Dahlia, Inez Palange, Edgar Edwards, Gale. Fisher. 


UA Pix Now in Preduction : 

UNTITLED COMEDY; production, direction and screen play by Charles 
Chaplin; photography by Karl Struss and Rollie Totheroh. Cast: Charles 
Chaplin, Paulette Goddard, Henry Daniell, Emma Dunn, Maurice Mosco- | 
vich, Max Davidson, Nellie V. Nichols, Esther Nichelson, 

‘THE WESTERNER,’ western drama; produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by William Wyler; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Gregg Toland. Cast: Gary Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris 
Davenport, Dana Andrews, Tom Tyler, Virginia Gilmore, Paul Hurst, 
Lupita Tovar, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills, Charles Halton.’ 

‘MY SON, MY SON,’ drama; produced by Edward Small; directed by 
Charles Vidor; no writing credits released; photographed by Harry Strad- 
ling. Cast: Madeleine Carioll, Brian Aherne, Louis Hayward, Frances Dee, 
Josephine Hutchinson, Henry Hull, Sophie Stewart, Bruce Lester, Lionel 
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Boris Karloff, Bela Lugosi, Stanley Ridges, Anne Nagel, Murray Alper, 
Ellen Lowe. 


Warners 
(1939-40) 





Now Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
ing Rooms Cameras’ tion 
Totals 5 11 6 6 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting release are: 


‘BRITISH INTELLIGENCE,’ formerly titled ‘SECRET ENEMY,’ formerly 
titled ‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; associate pro- 
ducer, Mark Hellinger; no writing credits released; directed by Terry 
Morse; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Boris Karloff, Margaret Lind- 
aad =e Herbert, Maris Wrixon, Bruce Lester, Leonard Mudie, Clarence 

rwent. ‘ 


‘A CHILD IS BORN,’ formerly titled ‘GIVE ME A CHILD’ (1939-40 re- 
lease), drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Robert Rossen; photo- 
graphed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale 
Page, Eve Arden, Johnnie Davis, Gloria Holden, Spring Byington, Henry 
O'Neill, Jean Sharron, Nanette Fabares, John Litel. . 

‘PRIVATE DETECTIVE,’ formerly titled ‘LADY DICK,’ meller; pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith: screenplay 5 | Earl Snell; 
photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: Jane Wyman, Dick Foran, Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Gloria Dickson, John Eldridge, Don Douglas, John Ridgely, 
John’ Harron, Selmer Jackson, Morgan Conway, Julie Stevens, William 
Davidson, George Irving. 

‘YEARS WITHOUT DAYS,’ formerly titled ‘CITY OF LOST MEN, 
formerly titled ‘20,000 YEARS IN SING SING,’ meller; executive pro- 
ducer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer. Samuel Bischoff; directed by 
Anatole Litvak; screen play by Courtney Terrett and Robert Lord from a 


Number Number 

of Pix Com- 

Promised pleted 
48 26 


errr eeeeeee 


| story by Warden Lewis E. Lawes, Wilson Minzer and Brown Holmes; 


photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Ann 
Sheridan, Jerome Cowan, Willard Robertson, Robert Strange, Billy Wayne, 
Eddie Kane, Tommy Jackson, John Ridgely, Burgess Meredith. 


‘THE FIGHTENG 69TH,’ war picture; produced bv Lou Edelman; dire¢tor, 
William Keighley; screen play, Norman Reilly Raine; photography. by Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, George Brent, William Lundi- 
gan, Jeffry Lynn, Dennis Morgan, Henry O'Neill, Dick Foran, Alan Hale, 
John Litel, Frank McHugh, mmy Cohen, De Wolf Hopper, Big Boy 
Williams. 

‘BROTHER RAT AND THE BABY,’ comedy; directed by Ray Enright; 
screen play by Ear! Balwin, Finklehoff and Monk; producer and photog- 
raphy credits not released. Cast: Eddie Albert, Wayne Morris, Priscilla 
Lane, Jane Wyman, Ronald Reagan, Arthur Treacher, Nana Bryant, Jessie 

usley. 

‘FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; director, 
Terry Morse; original story by Leonard Neubauer, screenplay by Alex 
Gottlieb; photographed by Arthur L. Todd. Cast: Roger Pryor, Lucille 
Fairbanks, Don Douglas, Morgan Conway, Sheila Bromley, Eddie Foy, Jr., 
John Gallaudet, Lottie Williams, Joe Devlin, Stevan Darrell, John. Harmon, 
Robert E. O’Connor, Thomas Jackson, Eddy Chandler, Ed Keane, Willis 
Claire, Gus Glassmire, Bernice Pilot, George Lioyd. 

oy; director, 
i William 


‘GRANNY GET YOUR GUN,’ meller; produced by Bryan F 
George Amy; screenplay, Kenneth Gamet; photography by 

O'Connell. Cast: May Robeson, Harry Davenport, Margot Stevenson, Vera 
Lewis, Archie Twitchell, Ann Todd, Clay Clement, Max Hoffman, Jr., 
Arthur Aylesworth, Granville Bates, Clem Bevans,. William Davidson, 
Hardie Albright, Walter Wilson, Nat Carr. 

‘MAGIC BULLETS,’ formerly titled ‘DR. EHRLICH,’ biographical drama; 
producer, Wolfgang Reinhardt; director, William Dieterle; original screen- 
play by Heinz Herald and John Huston; photographed by James Wong 
Howe. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Ruth Gordon, Montague Love, Albert 
Basserman. Charles Halton, Donald Meek, Torbin Meyer, Henry O'Neill, 
Marie Ouspenskaya, Harry Davenport. 

‘KING OF THE LUMBERJACKS,’ action meller; produced by Bryan 


Foy; director, Bill Clemens; screenplay, Crane Wilbur and Lee Katz; | 


photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Payne, Gloria Dickson, Stanley 





Belmore. 
Universal 
(1939-40) 
. New Balance to 
Number Number Now im Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix . Com- Shoet- .Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ....... oe 40 14 3 / 6 13 17 
Arlen-Devine : 
Actions beecee ¥ 4 4 0 0 2 2 
Westerns ..... sees 7 5 8 0 2 
| eee 4 3 a 2 0 0 
Fameus Productions 3 8 a 1 2 2 
RS 61 26 y 9 23 23 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


‘THE GREEN HORNET,’ serial; produced by Henry MacRae; directed by 
Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; -no writing credits released; photographed 
by Jerome Ash. Cast: Gordon Jones, Anne Nagel, Wade Boteler, Keye 
— —— Trent, Walter McGrail, John Kelly, Gene Rizzi, Douglas Evans, 

alp unn. 


‘THE INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS,’ comedy-drama; associate producer, 
Ken Goldsmith; director, Joe May; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Milton Krasner. Cast: Vincent Price, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Nan Grey, John Sutton, Cecil Kelloway, Ivan Simpson, Forrester Harvey. 

‘FLASH GORDON. CONQUERS THE UNIVERSE’ (1940-41 release), 
serial; produced by Henry MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and Ray Tay- 
lor; screen play by George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey and Barry Shipman, 
based on the Alex Raymond cartoon strip; photographed by Jerry Ash and 
William Sickner. Cast: Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe, Carol Hughes, Anne 
Gwynne, Charles Middleton, Frank Shannon, Roland Drew, Shirley Dean, 
Victor Zimmerman, Don Rowan, Donald Curtis, Michael Mark, Sigurd 
Nilssen, Lee Powell, Edgar Edwards, Ben Taggart, Ray Mala, Chief Yow- 
lachie, Harry C. Bradley. 


‘RIGADOON,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Harold Schus- 
ter; no writing credits released; photographed by Milton Krasner. Cast: 
Lola Lane, James Craig, Eduardo Cianelli, Tom Fadden, Henry Victor, 
Robert C. Fischer, Clarence Muse. 


‘FRAMED,’ formerly titled ‘TROUBLE’S MY MIDDLE NAME,’ comedy; 
associate producer, Ben Pivar; director, Harold Schuster; original screen 
play by Roy Chanslor; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Constance Moore, 
Frank Albertson, Robert Armstrong, Jerome Cowan, Sidney Blackmer, 
Judith Allen, Herbert Rawlinson, Jerng Marlowe, Barbara Pepper, Dick 
Wessel, Harold Daniels, Anne Gwynne. 


‘THE DEVIL IS YELLOW,’ meller; produced by Ben Pivar; directed by | 
Phil Rosen; screen play by Harold Buchman and Roy Chanslor; based on ! 
a novel by Frederick P. Davis; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: | 
Wayne Morris, William Gargan. Margaret Lindsay, Roscoe Karns, James 
Burke, Eddy Chandler, Robert Emmett Keane. 

‘OH, JOHNNY, HOW YOU CAN LOVE,’ drama; produced by Ken Gold- | 
smith; directed by Charles Lamont; screen play by Arthur T. Horman; | 
photographed by Milton Krasner. Cast: Tom Brown, Peggy Moran, Juanita | 
Quigley, Allen Jenkins, Donald Meek, Isabel Jewell, Horace MacMahon, | 
Betiy Jsne Rhodes, Joe Downing, Matt McHugh, Renie Riano, John 
Hamilton. | 

‘GREEN HELL,’ drama; Famous Productions; directed by James Whale; 
original story and screen play by Frances Marion; photographed by Kar] 


Fields, Joe Sawyer. Victor Kilian, Herbert Haywood, Earl Dwire, James | 
| Conlon, Creighton Hale, John Deering, Cole Panzer, Jack Mower, Pat 
| West, Nat Carr, G. Pat Collins, John Sheehan, John ‘Skins’ Miller. 


‘GAMBLING ON THE HIGH SEAS,’ meller; produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by George Amy; no writing credits released; photographed by Lou 
| O’Connel. Cast: Wayne Morris, Jane Wyman, Gilbert Roland, John Litel, 
| William Pawley, Murray Alper, Robert Strange, Roger Pryor, George Mea- 
| der, John Gallaudet. 


Warner Pix Now in Production 


‘VIRGINIA CITY,’ western drama; produced by Robert Fellows; exec 
| tive producer, Hal B. Wallis; directed by Michael Curtiz; original scre: 
| play by Robert Buckner and Howard Koch; photographed by Sol Polii 
Cast: Errol] Flynn, Miriam Hopkins, Randolph Scott, Alan Hale. Donald 
| Crisp, Frank McHugh, Victor Jory, Moroni Olsen, Henry O'Neill, John 
| Litel, Granville Bates, Charles Middleton, Brandon Tynan, Harold Hick- 
man, Charles Trowbridge. 


Seiler; from the Lewis Bromfield novel; photographed by Ernest Haller. 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Jeffrey Lynn, Humphrey Bogart, ZaSu Pitts. 


‘WE SHALL MEET AGAIN,’ drama; produced by David Lewis: directed 
by Edmund Goulding; no writing credits released; photographed by Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: Merle Oberon, George Brent, Pat O’Brien, Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald, Binnie Barnes, Jane Gilbert, Frank Wilcox, Maris Wrixon, John 
Ridgeley, Marjorie Gateson, Herbert Anderson, George Reeves. 

“THREE CHEERS FOR THE IRISH,’ meller; produced by Sam Bischoff; 
directed by Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Rosher. Cast: Priscille Lane, Thomas Mitchell, Dennis Morgan, 
Alan Hale, Morgan Conway, Wade Boteler, Henry Armetta, Frank Jenks, 
J. M. Kerrigan, Edward Gargan, Ferike Boris. 

‘MARRIED, PRETTY AND POOR,’ comedy-drama; produced by Henry 
Blanke; directed by Vincent Sherman; based on a play by Maxwell Ander- 
son; photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: John Garfield, Anne Shir- 





| ley, Claude Rains, Una Merkel, Dennie Moore, Frank McHugh, Elisabeth 


Risdon, Gertrude Nils, 





‘ROCKNE’ GETS FELLOWS 
Hollywood, Jan. 16. 


‘The Life of Knute Rockne’ is Rob- 
ert Fellows’ next assignment at War- 
ners, after he puts the finishing 
touches on ‘Virginia City.’ 

Shooting starts late next month, 
with Pat O’Brien as the leading can- 
didate for the top role. 


Netter, Gowthorpe to K.C, 


Leon Netter and Montague Gow- 
thorpe, Paramount h.o. theatre ex- 
ecutives, left Saturday (13) for Kan- 
sas City to discuss current problems 
in that territory with local operators. 

They will be gone a week or so, 
probably returning east before Bar- 
ney Balaban shoves off for Florida. 








‘AND IT ALL CAME TRUE,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Lew | 
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Film Research 


bs ae from page 


which I spoke a little 
attached bulletin. 

There are, of course, other sources 
of competition, and, in this connec. 
tion, and, I was highly amused 
to read in a _ recent issue of 
one of the trade papers that 
the theatre owners of Chicago con. 
templated some action to prohibit the 
Chicago White Sox from playing 
more night games next season than 
they did last. (Perhaps some place 
in the Good Book theatre owners are 
given the divine right to all night 
entertainment but, if it is in there 
I have failed to see it.) An action of 
this nature, of course, is brought 
about by desperation—desperation 
due to the lack of good merchandise 
to deliver to our customers. 

‘For the past few years theatre 
owners, large and small, have de- 
voted most of their energies com. 
plaining about competition—horse 
racing, dog racing, bingo, roller der- 
bies, radio, etc. The last thing, it 
seems to me, the theatre men of the 
country think of doing is to boost 
their business through campaigns to 
sell the motion picture theatre and 
| the marvelous entertainment it of- 
| fers. I speak from experience when 
'I make the latter statement because 
for the past six weeks I have been 
‘trying to sell the theatre owners of 
Ohio—affiliated, large independent 
chains and individual theatre owners 
—on a campaign to take advantage 
of the Tuesday night ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
‘broadcast which we know, from a 
survey, is keeping thousands and 
thousands of people at home during 
the time that many of the listeners 
would otherwise spend in a motion 
picture theatre. 

‘The industry went  head-over- 
heels for the ‘Movie-Quiz’ contest, 
the greatest bloomer of all times in- 
sofar as the boxoffice was concerned, 
but'we still continue to complain and 
cry about all forms of legitimate 
competition and still fail to grasp an 
opportunity such as this ‘POT O’ 
CO™.™ tie-in offers—a real honest- 
to-God opportunity to do something 
different and, at the same time, in- 
crease the boxoffice intake on at 
least one of the nights on which 
business is off. 

‘My dear General, the industry 
doesn’t need a Doctor Gallup, a Doc- 
tor I. Q. or a Professor Quiz to tell 
what is wrong. It only needs to ex- 
ercise a little good judgment by pro- 
‘ducing fewer pictures which, of it- 
self, will, I believe, insure more pic- 
tures of quality; eliminate some of 
the evil practices due to compulsory 
block-booking which will result in 
giving’ more playing time to meri- 
torious pictures; the taking of some 
definite and decisive action regard- 
ing the appearances of motion pic- 
ture stars on the air in direct com- 
petition with theatres, and the in- 
jection of some virus which will in- 
duce the theatre owners to boost and 
exploit their merchandise rather 
than complain of present competition 
and the many new forms of compe- 
tition which will continually crop up 
in the future. 

‘Please, General, den’t let the boys 
weste any money on such a survey 
as is touched upon in the VariETY 
article. Leave this ‘door-knocking’ 
| to Uncle Sam who is presently en- 
| gaged in taking the Federal Census.’ 
Cordially yours. 

P. J. WOOD, 





piece in the 








Secretary. 


The Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio, Suite 412, 55 East. State 
street, Columbus. Ohio. 


RKO Reorg 


” 


Centinved frem page * 





1944, to purchase no more than & 
| total of 250,000 shares of common 
| stock, which must be purchased at a 
| price at least equal the market price 
at that time. 

A grand total of $12,222,699 in un- 
secured allowed claims are on file, 
which will receive 1,222,269 shares of 
common, and which have elected 
500.000 shares of option warrants. _ 

RKO filed its petition of reorgan!- 
zation Jan. 27, 1933, and the plan of 
| reorganization was approved by 
‘judge Bondy in Jan. 1939. The circuit 
/eourt upheld Bondy's decision in 
| Judge Bondy in Jan. 1939. The circuit 
December, denied a writ of certi- 
| orari to appealing deb«nture holders. 
| Yesterday (Tuesday) Judge Bondy 
authorized the Chemical Bank and 
| Trust Co, to pay Irving Trust $4,800, 
which will be turned over to Price, 
_Waterhouse as payment for their 
services in auditing RKO’s books last 
year. The Chemical Bank receives 
$15,000 monthly from RKO, which it 
stores toward the payment of admin- 

istration expenses. Irving Tru.‘ ob- 





' 


tains the money by order of the court 
every time it pays a large bill. 
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~ © MEN WAITING, while death 


sits off in the distance, like a vul- 
























ture in a tree—and every man’s 
thoughts on the woman who 
has blundered into their hearts! 
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‘GREEN HELL 


vm JOHN HOWARD - ALAN HALE - GEORGE BANCROFT - VINCENT PRICE | 
and GEORGE SANDERS ’ 


Original story and screenplay by FRANCES MARION 
Directed by JAMES WHALE ss Produced by HARRY EDINGTON 4 
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22 VARIETY PICTURES 
BRANDTS MAKE FILM BOOKING CHART 
PEACE WITH (For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 
reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
WARNERS COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Rev. in Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key to Type Abbreviations R. T.—Running Time 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical 
: . Rev. 
Feuding with Warner Bros. and| WEEK in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
severely attacking its sales policies RELE ASE Var. 
for several months, the Brandt Bros. | ——= eueaioced = enone _ — - - —_—-- 
chain has succumbed to the lure of jj] ; 10, 39 11/8 REMEMBER? (M-G) DR. Taylor-G. Garson-L. Ayers 82 
the Warner product for 1939-40. 12,6 HEROES IN BLUE (Mono) D OD. Purcell- B. Hayes 60 
Under the terms of the contract, ne- 33/1 CAT AND CANARY (Par) ° M BA. Hope-Paulette Goddard-J. Beal 172 
gotiated for the circuit by Harry 11/8 MAIN STREET LAWYER (Rep) M E. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin 72 
Brandt, the W roduct will be 11/8 ALLEGHENY UPRISING (RKO) D J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 98 
ey Se worn » - 11/8 DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK (20th) D  C.Colbert-H. Fonda-E. M. Oliver 103 
played in a total of 24 houses in 11/8 FIRST LOVE (U) RD iz Durbin-R. Stack 84 
New York and Brooklyn. 11/8 ONE HOUR TO LIVE (U) M_siwDD=. Noolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel 61 
Deal is 100%, calling for all fea- 10/4 ELIZABETH AND ESSEX (WB) DB. Davis-E. Flynn 106 
tures, shorts and eae einer /11/17/89 | 11/15 ANOTHER THIN MAN (M-G) RD M.Ley-W.Pewell-C.A.Smith 101 
i istrict manager - y- well- 
rane Sacra cn. encoteations tee or 11/15 THE PHANTOM STRIKES (Mono) M W.Lawson-S. Hale 58 
the di trib tor RAIDERS OVER ENGLAND (Mono) D No Cast 
- ep sipetragaagae i inet 9/20 RULERS OF THE SEA (Par) D __O2s Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lockwood 96 
Following Brandt's tirade agains 11/22 TOWER OF LONDON (U) M iB. Rathbone-B. Karloff 92 
WB, carried out principally in the 11/15 THE COVERED TRAILER (Rep) C J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan 63 
house organ of the Independent 10/18 MEET DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee 63 
Theatre Owners Assn. of N. Y., of 11/1 TOO BUSY TO WORK (20th) C J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell 64 
which Harry Brandt is head, two 11/1 ON DRESS PAKADE (WB) M Dead End Kids-J. Litei 62 
cee he SE ee sa 1/3. AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS (Col) C J. Blondell-M. Douglas 6 
away to sig p for p 11/22 SECRET OF DR. KILDARE (M-G) DL. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day BS 
uct. These were the Noble & Katsh 12/20 ROLL, WAGONS, ROLL (Mono) W Tex Ritter 58 
chain of 12 houses in New York and 11/8 OUR NEIGHBORS (Par) CDF. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 
Westchester; and the Ronheimer cir- 11/22 THAT’S RIGHT, YOU’RE WRONG (RK9) MU K. Kyser-A. Menjou-E. E. Herton 91 
cuit of Brooklyn, operating a total of 11/15 DAY-TIME WIFE (20th) CDT. Power-L. Darnell-W. William 71 
five. 11/29 BIG GUY (U) D V.McLagilen-J. Cooper 78 
On the eve of closing with Brandt, 11/15 WE ARE NOT ALONE (WB) D P. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Rebson 112 
it is understood Warners were ready | 12 /1 /39 12/6 A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT (M-G) CD Az Sothern-W. Gargan-L. Stone 69 
to make deals elsewhere in oppo- 1/10 CAFE HOSTESS (Cel) cD P, Foster-A. Dvorak 65 
sition to the Brandt cireuit. GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA (Mono) W_ C. Reynelds-J. King 71 
1/10 YWUKON FLIGHT (Mone) DJ. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 56 
12/6 COWBOYS FROM TEXAS (Rep) W=Rz« Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 57 
RKO has sold its product for the 11/29 NIGHT OF NIGHTS (Par) CD SCOP. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young 85 
current (39-40) season to the Gold- 12/13 RENO (REO) D R. Dix-G. Patrick-A. Leuise 73 
berg chain, operating seven houses 11/22. CITY IN DARKNESS (26th) MS. Toler-L. Bari-R. Clarke 72 
in Omaha: the Black Hills Amuse- 10/25 INSP. HORNLEIGH ON HOLIDAY (20th) M G. Harker-A. Sim-L. Travers $e 
tc " whieh ben ‘Uheatese tu 12/20. LAUGH IT OFF (U0) C J. Dewns-C. Meore 64 
ve rll ey alt and Binnie Bad 11/29 RETURN OF DR. X (WB) M ___H. Begart-J. Litel-R. Lane 6¢ 
: ~ Kpoonatged fF. 11/15 FUGITIVE AT LARGE (Col) M J. Holt-P. Ellis bh 
Delft Theatres, covering first-runs in 12/6/38 10/11 TAMING OF THE WEST (Col) W Bill Elliott 54 
Escanaba and Marquette, Mich. 12/13 HENRY GOES ARIZONA (M-G) cD F. Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee 
LUCKY TEXAN (Mone) w John Wayne 
THE LLANO KID (Par) W -=sT. Guizar-A. Dunn-A,. Mowbray 69 
REP M ATCHING LAST TWO THOROUGHBREDS (RKO) D J. Lydon-J, Kerrigan 
12/13 BARRICADE (20th) ~ vu) CD Alice Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 70 
5 MAN FROM MONTREAL ( D R. Arien-A. Devine 
YEAR S PIC SCHEDULE 12/6 PRIVATE DETECTIVE (WB) M J. Wyman-D. Foran 57 
| 12/15/39 12/13 NICK CARTER, DETECTIVE (M-G) M W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson- H. Hull 
Hollywood, Jan. 16 ‘ ig WESTBOUND STAGE (Mono) Ww Tex Ritter 
War or no wer Republic is going 11/22 ALL WOMEN HAVE SECRETS (Par) RD J. Allen, Jr.-J. Cagney-V. Dale 59 
h ait ith it oa f 52 feat 12/13 SOUTH OF THE BORDER (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 
ahead with lis program 0 eat- 12/20 THE HONEYMOON’S OVER (20th) DS. Erwin-M. Weaver-P. Knowles 69 
ures, including 24 westerns and four 11/22 MISSING EVIDENCE (U) M sOPP«z. Foster-I. Hervey a4 
serials, for 1940-41, numerically the | THE MAD EMPRESS (WB) DM. Novara-L. Atwill-C. Nagel 
same as last year’s schedule. oe — a a speepaieemanioecns 
Moe J. Siegel returned from New | 12/22/39 12/13 JUDGE HARDY AND SON co -G) cD L, Stone- -M. Rooney-C. Parker 8 
York yester (Mon. i ar aesoee 
pi a Gention a 1/3. MONEY TO BURN (Rep) CD J. Gleason-L. Gleason-T. Ryan _—_ 69 
ss J 12/20 HAPPENS AT NIGHT (20th) RD S. Henie-R. Milland-R. Cummings 176 
12/20 CHARLIE McCARTHY, DETECTIVE (U) M E. Bergen-R. Cummings 78 
‘ 11/22 FOUR WIVES (WB) RD Lane-Sisters-G. Page-E. Albert 110 
Marg. Sullavan, Stewart 1/10 SLIGHTLY HONORABLE (UA) CD _R. Terry-B. Crawford-E. Arnold 85 
° ° ° » | 79/99, 12/20 BALALAIKA (M-G) MU N. Eddy-I. Massey-C. Ruggles 102 
Will Top Anti-Naz Pic hos a 11/29 GREAT VICTOR HERBERT (Par) MU M. Martin-A, Jones-W. Connolly 84 
12/13 THOU SHALT NOT KILL (Rep) D C. Bickford-O. Davis, Jr.-D. Day 64 
12/27 DAYS OF JESSE JAMES (Rep) w R. Rogers-G,. Hayes-D. Barry 63 
Hollywood, Jan. 16. 12/20 HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME (RKO) D_ C. Laughton-M. O’Hara 115 
Metro has cast James Stewart. | 11/29. CISCO KID AND LADY (20th) RD. C. Romero-M. Weaver-C. P. Martin 73 
Margaret Sullavan, Frank Morgan 12/6 DESTRY RIDES AGAIN (U) WM. Dietrich-J. Stewart-M. Auer 90 
and Robert Young in leads in Phyllis ae we a Ms a gad fy ] d-! i 1 
Botiome’s ‘The Mortal Storm.’ Story | atelidiavma we) ees ein Pe asics = = =n = ws - ss bie = 
deals with average German family’s | 1/5/40 1/10 -'TWo- FISTED RANGERS (Col) ws sC. Starreit-I. Meredith 62 
reaction to Nazi regime. Salah 1/3 ri Bt OF CHICAGO (M-G) on . gaia gg An ae. Owen 85 
Frank Borzage dire u 9 MERGENCY SQUAD (Par) . Henry-L. Campbell-R. Denning 60 
ney Franklin’s padbe nies ane si LEGION OF LAWLESS (RKO) w G. O'Briea-V. Vale 
‘ 12/27 SWANEE RIVER (20th) RD Dz. Ameche-A. Leeds-A. Jolson 85 
HOW YOU CAN LOVE (U) CD T. Brown-P. Moran-B. J. Rhodes 
‘HAWK’ FLUTTERING | 1/17 ra A CHILD IS BORN (WB) RD m G. Fitzgerald-J. L Ly ynn ae ia 
Hellyweed, Jan. 16. : 1/12/40 1/10 MUSIC IN MY HEART (Col) M T. Martin-R. Hayworth-E. Fellows 69 
Saili ‘ Tee Pils : 1/10 SHOP AROUND CORNER (M-G) cD M. Sullivan-J. Stewart-F. Morgan 97 
ng of ‘The Sea Hawk’ was é ; . 
postpcned again, the result of casting DANGER AHEAD (Mone) Mm 4. Newiil 
difficulties. Pi t aes 1 pe THE SECRET FOUR (Mono) DF. Lawton-H. Sinclair-A. Lee 
iculties. icture is still without 11/22 GERONIMO (Par) Ww P. Foster-E. Drew-A. Devine 
a femme lead. 1/17 SANTA FE MARSHAL (Par) WwW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Hayes 6 
Launching of the Erro] Flynn 12/13 MEXICAN SPITFIRE (RKO) RD L. Velez-D. Woods-L, Errol 67 
starrer has been deferred twice. 1/17 HEROES OF THE SADDLE (Rep) W = R.Livingston-R.Hatton-P.L.Parsons 56 
Originally slated to roll Jan. 3, its| CITY OF CHANCE (20th) M UL. Bari-C. Aubrey Smith-D. Woods 56 
latest: starting date is some time in | 1/17 INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS (U) M V. Price-N. Grey-J. Sutton 81 
February. | 1/3 OF MICE AND MEN (UA) D B.Meredith-B.Field-L -Chaney, Jr. 104 
eS bad 1/10 BROTHER RAT AND BABY ¥ (WB) Cc J. Bryan- P. Lane 87 
1/19/40 1/10 HES GIRL FRIDAY (C ol) cD C, Grant-R. Russell 92 
TITLE CHANGES |“ ~ 1/17 CONGO MAISIE (M-G) C A. Sothern-J. Carroll-R. Johnson —_ 69 
1/17 THE FATAL HOUR (Mono) M Boris Karloff 67 
Hollywood, Jan. 16. HIDDEN ENEMY (Mono) D  W. Hull-K. Linaker 
‘Married, Preity and Poor, at War- 1/10 REMEMBER THE NIGHT (Par) RD  B.Stanwyck-F.MacMurray-B.Bondi 93 
mien: wank hack to ts aid tile. ‘Sats _ MARRIED AND IN LOVE (RKO) RD A. Marshall-B. Read-P. Knowles 
urday’s Children.’ 11% what Ge Dhndon ae a C J. McCrea-N. Kelly-R. Young 82 
‘War Along the Stage Trail’ is final REBECCA (UA) : vs : M . Oliviera. Ales sod pe 
handle on ‘Hold Your Horses’ at | BRITISH INTELLIGENCE (WB) MM. Lindsay-B. Karloff _ 
‘It's a Date’ reclaimed as release Wy ‘26/40 LONE WOLF STRIKES (Col) MW. William-J. Perry 
title for Universal’s ‘It Happened in | eee wee (Mo) CL. Lane-S. Gray-S. Hicks 
Kaloha.’ | pkey aae (Mono) : W Jack Randall 
. sae ; | SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON (RKO) D_ T. Mitchell-E. Best-F. Bartholomew 
Universal's ‘Rigadoon’ reverted to | 1/10 HIGH SCHOOL (20th) C J.Withers-L.Brown,Jr.-C.Edwards 74 
its original name, ‘River of Missing | GREEN HELL (U) , D__OD~2s. Fairbanks, Jr.-J. Bennett 
Men.’ | 1/10 FIGHTING SIXTY-NINTH (WB) DJ. Cagney-P. O’Brien 89 
Release title on ‘The Man Without | / CONVICTED WOMAN (Col) MR Hudson- 
a Face’ at Columbia is ‘Men Without | -/*/ 4° STRANGE CARGO (M-G) > £ Umeleke Gell Beasts 
Souls.’ | CHASING TROUBLE (Mono) D_ Frankie Darro 
ne tenn? § a] PAROLE FIXER (Par) M_ W. Henry-V. Dale-R. Paige 
Ss ; 
NA hy seed eobed THE MARINES FLY HIGH (RKO) | BB Dix-C. Morriv-Ls ail 
1/17 MAN WHO WOULDN'T TALK (20th) ML. Nolan-J. Rogers-R. Clarke 72 
Monogram’s ‘Front Page Lady’ be- | DANGER ON WHEELS (U) DR. Arlen-A. Devine 
came ‘Hidden Enemy.’ CALLING PHILO VANCE (WB) M J. Stephenson-M. Stevenson 
‘Viva Cisco Kid’ is new handle on ‘an / LITTLE PEPPERS AT HOME (Col) CE. Fellows-C. Kol 
4 ’ . amt . b 
Cisco Kid No. 2’ at 20th-Fox. Ss haa BROADWAY MELODY OF 40 (M-G) MU _F. Astaire-E. Powell-G. Murphy 
Globe Productions switched from EAST SIDE KIDS (Mono) M_ Vince Barnett 
‘Storm in Paradise’ to ‘Two On/' 12/27 LIGHT THAT FAILED (Par) DD  R.Colman-J. Huston 
Tour.’ ISLE OF DESTINY (RKO) D  W.Gargan-W. Ford-J. Lang 
< , | LITTLE OLD NEW YORK (20th) RD A. Faye-F,. MacMurray-R. Greene | 
Criminal Cargo’ became ame MY LITTLE CHICKADEE (U) CM. West-W. C. Fields 
the 3-Mile Limit’ at Columbia. CASTLE ON THE HUDSON (WB) RD J. Garfield-A. Sheridan-P. O’Brie1. 








50G FIRE RUINS 
WB CONN. 
HOUSE 


eee 


Bristol, Conn., Jan. 16. 

Fire of an undetermined origin 
Saturday (13) morning destroyed the 
Bristol theatre on North Main St, 
here, causing damage of about $50,- 
000. Entire building was gutted and 
roof burned off. 

State police are investigating, 
Building is owned by Warner Bros, 
which, according to Manager Victor 
F. Morelli, will immediately con- 
struct a new house. Fire was Bris- 
tol’s costliest in a decade. 





Blaze Damages Theatre 


Pittsfield, Mass., Jan. 16. 
Goldstein Bros.’ Capitol, one of 
the largest theatres in this section of 
western Massachusetts, was saved, 
although its entrance, which passed 
through a four-story warehouse 
building, was burned in a spectacu- 
lar $200,000 fire that destroyed the 
warehouse. 
Fire was discovered after theatre 
had closed for night. 
Arkansas House Destroyed 
Star City, Ark., Jan. 16. 
Fire early last week completely 
destroyed the Star theatre, Star City, 
with a loss of approximately $7,500. 
Building belonged to Arthur J. 





Johnson and the equipment to 
Dewey Mitchell, who operated the 
house. 





Mass House Burns 


Pittsfield, Mass., Jan. 16. 

The Capital, largest and newest in 
Berkshire county, was destroyed by 
fire early Thursday morning (11) 
and the fire spread to a three-story 
brick building consisting of stores 
and apartments. 

Breaking out at 12:15 am., the 
flames quickly ran through the struc- 
ture, burst through the roof and 
leaped to the adjacent building. 
Dwellers in the apartment house, 
awakened by the flames in the the- 
atre, were able to escape. 

The theatre, built less than 10 
years ago, is owned by Goldstein 
Bros., of Springfield, operators of a 
chain known as West Massachusetts 
Theatres, Inc. 


BERNARD VORHAUS T0 
PRODUCE AT REPUBLIC 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Bernard Vorhaus, former director 
| at Republic, returns to- that studio 
| shortly as a producer, under a deal 
| arranged during the recent visit of 
Herbert Yates. 

Deal goes into effect when Vor- 
| haus finishes his directing job on 
‘The Courageous Dr. Christian’ for 








- | Stephens-Lang at RKO. 





eid Bergman Will 
Star In Selznick Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

| ‘Joan of Arc,’ with Ingrid Berg- 
;}man starring is slated as David O. 
Selznick’s first picture for United 
| Artists’ 1940-41 program. 
Miss Bengman arrived in 
| from Sweden last week. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Metro purchased ‘Port of Hope,’ by 
Gina Kaus and Ladislaus Fodor. 

Globe Productions bought Ursula 
Parrot’s novelette, ‘Love Song.’ 

Universal acquired ‘Enemy Agent,’ 
by Sam Robins. 

Republic obtained screen rights to 
‘Finger Woman,’ by Claire Aronton. 

Robert Grant sold ‘Mystery Ship’ 
to Paramount, 

E. B. Derr purchased ‘Refugee,’ by 
Martin Mooney. 

Norton S. Parker sold his western, 
‘The Thundering Frontier,’ to RKO. 

Metro purchased ‘Stony Hollow,’ 
by Charles N. Elliott. 

Screen rights to ‘Bombay Nights,’ 





N. Y. 





| novel by Louis Bromfield, bought by 
| Metro. 


Jules Furthman sold his yarn, “Too 


'Much For One Man,’ to 20th-Fox. 


er > 
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Brower Out After 25 Years With 


Warners; Theatre-Exchange News: 





Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 

N. H. ‘Jack’ Brower, Los Angeles 
branch exchange manager for War- 
ner Bros., has been let out after 25 
years consecutive service with that 
company and First National Pic- 
tures. Brower joined Warners when 
latter took over FN and was located 
jn the Los Angeles territory since 
1925. 

He was promoted from exchange 
manager to western district sales 
chief some years ago, but demoted to 
branch managership about a year 
and a half ago when W. E. Callaway 
was upped to the district job. 


Two New Houses Open 


New Aero theatre, 700-seater, 
ned in Santa Monica, with W. E. 
ummings as manager. House is 
operated by Builders, Inc., subsidiary 
of Douglas Aircraft Corp. 

Milton Weber opened his 300-seat 
Wisteria theatre in Sierra Madre, 
first film house in that suburb in 
years. 





More RKO-Schine Changes 


Syracuse, Jan. 16. 
More upheavals in RKO-Schine 
sonnel here, Harvey Cocks is in 
om Gloversville as new manager 
of the Strand, which is trying vaude 
eee times weekly. Gene Curtis 
sferred from Rochester to re- 
lace Pat McGee at the Schine- 
mount. 
McGee moved to Ohio as assistant 
gone manager for Schine in that 
territory. 





Around Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

The Bucks County Playhouse, 
which ran as a strawhatter during 
he summer, has been renamed the 
ew Hope Cinema and will show 
oreign pix for the next month. 

Fox-Sablosky’s Holme, in north- 
ast Philly, has added vaude to its 
aturday matinee shows. 

Sam Stiefel is planning to build a 
new 500-seater in Roxborough, near 
his present Roxy theatre. He is 
offering a prize of $100 for a new 
name. 

Comerford’s Luzerne will soon 
undergo complete renovation. 

Members of UMPTO held benefits 

t nearly 100 houses last week for 
the Southern Home for Destitute 

hildren, which burned down last 
week. Members of the Variety Club 
and their auxiliary donated $150. 





Col. Variety Club’s Elections 
Columbus, O., Jan. 16. 
The following officers have been 
lected for 1940 to the Columbus, O., 
ariety Club: C. Harry Schreiber, 
KO city manager, chief barker; 
irgil Jackson, Uptown theatre, first 
ssistant chief barker; Lou Hollob, 
New theatre, second asst. chief 
arker; J. F. Luft, Grand theatre, 
treasurer, and P. J. Wood, secretary 





of the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio, secretary. 
Last week the Columbus club gave | 
testimonial banquet to W. C.| 
Puttin, of the Linden theatre, re- | 
iring chief barker. 





Northio Moves 
Hamilton, O., Jan. 16. 
Headquarters of Northio Theatres, 
nc., located in Paramount building 
ere since original organization of 
this Paramount subsidiary several 
ears ago, have been moved to the 
ixie Terminal building, Cincinnati. 
racy Barham is general manager, 
eorge Fettick, booker, and Mary 
hmitt, secretary. 
Northio operates three houses in 
amilton, four in Middletown, two 
Marion, O., two in Danville, Ky., 
and one in Wheeling, W. Va. 
Kreisler Wins U Prize 
Washington, Jan. 16. 
B. Bernard Kreisler, local branch 
manager for Universal, has won the 
rat prize of $1,500 and a two-week 
rip to Hollywood as the guest of the 
studio in the recent ‘Exhibitor-Spon- 
sored Testimonial to New Universal.’ 
Winner will go to the Coast by air 
and will distribute the $1,505 prize 
among the 30 employes of the ex- 
change, 





_N. ¥. Bookers Organize 

Social organization of bookers of 

. @Xchanges and circuits in New York 
was formed Thursday (28) at an ini- 
tial get-together at the Hotel Lin- 
Goln. About 80 were present, rep- 
resenting seven major exchanges and 
humerous theatre interests. 

Myron Starr, of the Island The- 
atre Circuit, was named temporary 
Chairman of the group, to be known 
ps Bookers Variety Club. Eddie Suss, 

of Metro, is secretary. 





WB Ups Mendelsohn 





Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Ted Mendelsohn, city salesman 
with the local Warner Bros. ex- 
change, has been promoted to job as 
branch manager in Cleveland for 
same firm, replacing Herb Ochs. 

No replacement yet set for Men- | 
delsohn here, but post will be filled 


by someone in the WB . ales ranks in 
the midwest. 


Ricketson Heads Denver Group 


Denver, Jan. 16. 

Frank H. (Rick) Ricketson, head 
of Fox Intermountain Theatres, was 
named president of the Rocky Moun- 
tain Screen Club at the annual meet- 
ing. Other officers include Earl 
Collins and Harry Graham, V.D.s; 
Henry A. Friedel, treasurer; Ross 
Bluck, secretary, and Albert J. 
Gould, Jr., counsel. 

The idea of joining the national 
Variety clubs was discussed, but no 
action taken. 





One-Man Navy 


Tacoma, Jan. 16. 

R. R. Pratsch, owner of Realart, 
local nabe house, cables from Hono- 
lulu he arrived there after 30 days 
from southern California in his 35- 
foot White Cloud yacht, a_ two- 
masted ketch, single-handed. He 
made the trip as crew and skipper 
from Santa Monica. 

He sailed the trip with a crew once 
before as a participant in the 1937 
trans-Pacific race. 


Shagrin’s New Post 
Youngstown, Jan. 16. 

Joseph E. Shagrin has assumed 
charge of the State theatre here, of 
which he is a stockholder. He suc- 
ceeds Joseph W. Trunk. 

Shagrin was in charge of the Park 
and Paramount theatres for many 
years before leaving less than a year 
ago to open the Foster, a new neigh- 
borhood house. 


Oldest Mich. Exhib 
Detroit, Jan. 16. 

Oldest exhibitor in Michigan, Bert 
C. Silver, 79, has retired. 

His Silver Theatre, at Greenville, 
Mich., was sold to the Carley Amuse- 
ment Co., an affiliate of Butterfield, 
which exercised a two-year-old 
option. 











Seattle House Reopens 
Seattle, Jan. 16. 
Rivoli, formerly the State, operated 
by Danz Sterling Chain, has re- 
opened with second run films and 
vaude policy. 
Murrey Peck is house manager. 





New Seattle, Alaskan Theatres 
Seattle, Jan. 16. 

Pete Higgins, theatre operator of 
Kirkland, Wash., has opened the Den 
Burien, 450-seater in Burien City, 
suburb of Seattle. 

Cap Lathrop, theatre operator of 
Alaska, has just erected a new house, 
the Empress, in Fairbanks, at re- 
ported cost of $250,000. Lathrop has 
theatres in Cordova, Anchorage and 
Fairbanks. 





Reade Mgrs. Shift 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., Jan. 16. 

Nicholas S. Schermerhorn, mana- 
ger. of the Saratoga Springs theatre, 
will take charge of the Community, 
Morristown, N. J., latest house built 
by the Walter Reade interests. 
. Schermerhorn is being succeeded 
here by Joseph LaCallie, moving 
from Reade’s house in Kingston, 





Honoring Ted Gamble 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 16. 

A banquet honoring Ted R. Gam- 
ble, general manager of J. J. Parker 
Theatres, at which the principle 
speaker will be James Roosevelt, is 
slated for Saturday (20) at the Port- 
land hotel. 

Event is being staged by the Port- 
land Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
which selected Gamble as Portland’s 
First Junior Citizen for the past 
year. 





Albany Exchange News 
Albany, Jan. 16. 

James Bailey, who for some years 
served as booker in the Columbia 
exchange, is now filling the same job 
with Republic. Mary Hawkins, only 
woman booker here, took a leave of 
absence from her post with Republic. 

Moe Grassgreen, 20th-Fox man- 
ager here, and missus celebrated 
their 15th wedding anniversary. 

Bernie Kranze, RKO _ exchange 
manager, in Miami, while Joe Miller, 
Columbia manager, has just returned 
from a Florida vacash. 





Worcester Mgrs. Switch 
Worcester, Mass., Jan. 16. 
Ralph McGowan, former manager 
of the Plymouth theatre here, has 
gone to California for a five weeks’ 





Quits On Cuff 


Tops in surprises to a distri- 
bution official of one of the ma- 
jors was a guy working for the 
company who wired in his resig- 
nation. 

He sent the telegram collect. 


No Strike If One : 
Man Fired, Ruling 
By Coast Jurist 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 

A discharged employe does not 
necessarily constitute a strike, in the 
opinion of Superior Judge Emmet 
H. Wilson, who issued a modified 
injunction in favor of Etta B. and 
D. B. Irvine, operators of the Gem 
theatre in South Gate, against Pro- 
jectionists Union Local 1418. 

Ruling was made in the case of | 
Theodore Engler, projectionist, who | 
had been discharged because of op- | 
erators could not afford to pay the | 
salary demanded, or reach an agree- 
ment with him on pay reduction. 
Decision said in part: 

‘A strike exists when there is 
simultaneous withdrawal of em- 
ployes and a voluntary cessation of 
work by them, usually for the pur- 
pose of enforcing demands made 
on the employer concerning wages, 
hours, of conditions of labor.’ 

Court restrained the union from 
using more than two pickets in 
front of the theatre and from acts 
of intimidation and coercion. 

















WB Combines Exchanges; 
Sam Lefkowitz Tops "Em 


Warner Bros. has consolidated the 
New York, Brooklyn and northern 
New Jersey exchange units handled 
out of the h. o. and has placed Sam 
Lefkowitz in charge of the merged 


Amusement Biz Off in 1938-39; 
Govt's Tax Haul Dipped $1,329,978 





Washington, Jan. 16. 


Decline in amusement business 
during the fiscal year ended last 
June 30, when Federal Treasury’s 
haul from the admissions tax dipped 
$1,329,978, is shown by comparative 
analysis to have been especially se- 
vere in the heavily populated areas. 
The thinly-populated states held up 
surprisingly well, notably im the 
south. 

Detailed figures in the annual re- 
port of Collector of Internal Revenue 
Guy T. Helvering show that the 
tetal haul rose in 18 states and 
Hawaii and fell in 30 and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Some of the 
changes were negligible, but there 
were some surprising declines, es- 
pecially in states where the ponies 
ru 


Final revised figures show the 
Treasury’s take touched $19,470,801, 
of which $17,096,415 came from the 
routine business at the boxoffice. 
From the tap on every ducat over 
40c, the Government pocketed $17,- 
096,415, which was a drop of $1,326,- 
892 under the 1938 fiscal year. 

While cash customers were fewer 
and scale prices lower, the Annie 
Oakley business was on the up- 
grade. Payments on gratis tickets 
brought in $667,099, a rise of $91,- 
145. The amount derived from sales 
at more than boxoffice scales was 
$23,661, a drop of $19,293; collections 
from surcharges by brokers fell $14,- 
124 to a total of $172,494. The 
cabaret, roof garden, and night club 
business suffered, with the return 
from this source only $1,442,204, a 
fall of $74,544. 


3 Keys Way Off 
Business in the three revenue dis- 





branches. It is a promotion for 
Lefkowitz, who up to now has been 
office manager at New York. 
Grouping of the three-way branch | 
activity and promotion of Lefkowitz 
became effective Monday (15). 


Midwest Execs Huddle 








tricts which provide 50% of the 
total revenue from the admission 
levy—Sixth California (Los An- 
geles), third New York (Manhattan), 
and first Illinois (Chicago)—was off 
badly. Total haul reported by these 
three offices was nearly $700,000 less 
than in 1938, accounting for about 
half of the drop in national collec- 
tions. 

The Manhattan take was $5,868,- 





Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Mort Singer, Ralph Branton, Fred 
Myers, Johnny O’Connor were in| 
a huddle here over the weekend, | 
mulling contemplated realignment of | 
film deals and shows for the Iowa | 
theatres. 

Singer is particularly working on 
a revision of availability of certain 
film products. 


| UA Producers 


| | —_Continued from page 3 


| 














| Pascal. Also possessing distribution 
contracts should they desire to turn 
| out pix are Richard Rowland, Albert 
| de Courville and Mary Pickford. 
Lubitsch arrived in New York 
Monday (15) in a search for story 
material for the pictures he will 
make in association with Lesser. Pair 
| reached an agreement with UA last 
| week to increase by one high-budg- 
|eter the three films they were to | 
| make for 1940-41 release. Two films | 
| will bear the Lesser brand and two 
| Lubitsch’s name, although they will 
|use same staffs and have interlock- 
| ing financial arrangement. Lubitsch 
| Was accompanied by his wife, Vivian 
| Gay, former literary agent, who will 
| aid in selection of material and may 
| hold a place on the board of direc- | 
tors. ' 
| Stahl, it is understood, is prepared | 
| to make five to eight films for UA 
|over a three-year period with his 
own financing. If negotiations are 
successful, he will start lensing in 
August. 





Wanger Skeds 5 

With three stories set for the 1940- | 

| 41 season, Walter Wanger is seeking 

two more to complete his slate. He | 

is planning to turn out five alto- | 

gether on his United Artists distri- | 

bution contract, one more than he 

made this season, although he de- | 

livered five, one being left over 
from 1938-39. 





vacation, following his transfer last 
week from the Plymouth to St. 
Louis, where he becomes supervisor | 
of Fanchon & Marco houses. 
Succeeding McGowan at the Ply-| 
mouth is Lawson Daniels, former | 
manager of Olympia. He_ has been | 
replaced at Olympia by William J. 
Ryan, former house manager of Roxy | 
in New York. Ryan left Roxy for 
post in treasury office at World’s 
Fair. He formerly managed houses 


i; in Worcester. 


Plymouth is second-run film house 
(Continued on page 53) | 


Budget will also be upped next 
year from the $3,000,000 allotted for 
four pix on the current sked. Al- 
ready set are ‘Dynasty of Death,’ ‘So 
Gallantly Gleaming’ and ‘Round the 
World in 80 Days.’ 

C. E. Erickson, business manager 
and treasurer for Wanger, trained 
back to the Coast last night (Tues- 
day) after two weeks of confabs 
with UA execs and Harry Kosinger, 
Wanger’s eastern rep, on future 
product. 





PARAMOUNT. 


443, down $408,293; Los Angeles was 
$1,668,574, down $20,724; and Chicago 
was $1,850,744, down $248,403. 
Naturally the N. Y. decline was 
the biggest. The 1939 total was 
under the previous year by $528,895. 
On a percentage basis, however, 
some of the smaller declines in dol- 
lar figures were much more serious, 
Changes, one way or the other, were 
less than $1,020 in the following in- 
stances: Hawaii, South Dakota, Wis-" 
consin, Nevada, New Mexico, and 
Texas. 

The outstanding increase was in 
Georgia, up $120,076 to a total of 
$203,591, the only state where the 
gain amounted to six figures. On 
the other side of the ledger, slumps 
were measured in six digits in four 
cases, Illinois, down $233,542 to 
$1,647,705; Indiana, down $146,478 to 
$157,620, or nearly 50%; New York, 
down $528,895 to $7,324,326; and Mas- 
sachusetts, down $189,324 to $1,038,- 
513. There was one more state with 
receipts topping $1,000,000 last year, 
however, Pennsylvania moving into 
this bracket with a jump of $16,058. 





Largest Tennessee Pix 
Holdout on Sunday 


Memphis, Jan. 16. 
Jackson, largest city in Tennessee 
remaining without Sunday films 
under state local option law, has 
agaig turned thumbs-down on Sab- 
bath cinemas. Vote was closer than 
at prior referendum, but the Sunday 
shows again missed out by a sub- 
stantial margin under barrage of op- 
position from ministerial groups. 
Expected town will skip a couple 
of years and then vote again. 





Sullivan vice Nathan 


Eddie Sullivan succeeds the late 
Lew Nathan, head of the photo- 
graphic department of Paramount in 
New York, who died Dec. 25 at his 
home in Yonkers. 





With Paramount 12 years, Sulli- 
van was assistant to Nathan. 
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New York Theatres 















| THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 





THEATRES 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


While these engagements are limited, 
G WT W will not be shown except at 
advanced prices. , . at least until 1941. 


ASTOR Daily 2:15, 8:15. Prices: 
Cwayh4Sth mATINEES (Exe. Sat., 
All Seats Sun., Hol.) 75 to $1.10. 
Reserved EVENINGS $1.10 — $2.20. 


e 
CAPITOL Come in at any time and see an 
B’way&5ist entire show. Last presentation 
y starts at 9 P. M. PRICES: Before 
Doors Open .. Sun. & 
ry Hel.) Orch. & Bal. Téc: Lowes 
$1.10. After6 P.M. (3 P.M. Set., 
Sua. & Hol.) Orch. & Bal. $1.10; 
Loges $1.66. All Pricesincludetex 


Cont. Per- 
formances 
No Reserved 
Seats 
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Thurs., Jan, 18th 


“THE AMAZING 
MR. WILLIAMS” 





Last Times Wed. 













“ANOTHER 
THIN MAN” In Person 
In Person Louls SOBOL 






N.T.G, & Rev. 
Gracie Barri¢ 
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Broadway and 47th St. Opens 8:30 A.M. 














HELD OVER 


"The LIGHT 
THAT FAILED" 


UNITED RIVOLI Broadway 


ARTISTS at 49th St. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 











MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“His Girl Friday” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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HELL’S ANGELS 





! 
United Artists after having stalled in 
production for a long time, running , 
up a cost of around $3,000,000, the | 
costliest film ever made until ‘Gone | 
With the Wind’ beat its record by} 
nearly $1,000,000. While it is dated 
in minor respects, including Miss 
Harlow's performance, in all other 
ways it is as modern as they make | 
’em today, with 10 years seemingly | 
not having added much to the fine, 
technique, photography in particu- | 
lar, which characterized ‘Angels.’ | 
The air sequences still stand today 
as the best ever filmed. Zep 
stretch, ending in the burning of the | 
big ship, and the big dog-fight which | 
figures later, are sequences that have | 
not lost their terrific punch. They | 
more than make up for any staleness | 
in the story, which isn’t much. 
Hall and Ben Lyon, the | 
brothers, and the acting job of Lu-| 
cien Prival, as a German general, 
rate high even 10 years after orig- 
inal release. Char. 


SANTA FE MARSHAL 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman pro- 
duction. Features William Boyd Russell 
Hayden, Marjorie Rambeau, 
Hayes. Directed by Leslie Selander, 
Screenplay by Harrison Jacobs; based on 
characters created by Clarence W. Mule 
ford. Camera, Russell Harlan; editor, Sher- 
man A. Rose. At Central, N. Y., week of 
Jan. 11, '40. Running time, 66 MINS. 


Bernadene 


Hopalong Cassidy........cece. William Boyd 
aaa gevcces Russell Hayden 
NN ng 5:0:66.664:6.05:4 Marjorie Rambeau 
SS err eae Barnadene Hayes 
eT URN so 5563 44 6.060000 4606 Earl Hodgins 
BN 50s Sb.0'0'00-64406009000 0850508 Britt Wood 


Se Te re Teer Kenneth Harlan 





This latest edition in the lengthy 
Hopalong Cassidy series varies quite 
substantially from the established 
formula. It introduces considerably 
more romantic interest and adds a 


shakerful of comedy. Latter is wel- 
come and can’t miss and the former 
is not so abundant as to get in the 
way. Difficulty, however, is that they 
consume footage that might have 
gone to brawling, shooting and hard- 
riding, which is at a minimum. 
Story itself is one that scribbler 
Harrison Jacobs could have dug into 
any studio’s files for. Western town 
is Overrun with banditry and calls 
in the U. S. marshal trem Sania Fe, 
in the person of Bill ‘Hopalong’ 
Boyd, to take things in hand. Prefer- 
ring disguise, he comes to town as a 
member of a medicine show and 


soon discovers that the bandit gang | 
is headed by little, old lady Marjorie | 


Rambeau. She and her boys are 
duly celled in the standard number 
of reels. 

Comedy and romantic stuff both 
evolve from the medicine show, 
owner of which, Earl Hodgins, is 
excellent. His humorous mixing of 


curing fluids from water and tea, | 


and the spiels, with their interlined 
wisecracks going over the head of 
the natives, are truly a part of the 
early American scene. Bernadene 
Hayes, Hodgins’ blonde dotter, is 
Boyd’s ticker interest. 


Cast, direction and technical end 
are all up to the standard producer 
Harry Sherman has established for 
this series. Herb. 





Heroes of The Saddle 


Republic release of Harry 


tion. Features Robert Livingston, Duncan 
Renalio, Raymond Hatton. 

William Witney. Screenplay, Jack Natte- 
ford, based on characters created by Wil- 
liam Colt MacDonald; camera, Wil- 


liam Nobles: editor, 


sical score, Cy Feuer. 


jection Room. N.Y., Jan. 11, '40, Running | Trotsky, Kerensky—they’re all wov-! 
time, 56 MINS. en into the part fictional documen- | N 
Stony Brooke............. Robert Livingston | tary, the founder of the movement | ~“* 
Rusty Joslin.............. Raymond Hatton | and his present successor being most- 
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between Livingston and Jack Roper, . 
the Coast heavy, as part of the Mes-, 
quiteers’ attempt to secure funds that 
would enable them to adopt moppet 
Patsy Lee Parsons. 

Cast as a whole does as well as can 
be expected. 


THE FATAL HOUR 


Monogram release of William T. Lackey 
production. Features Boris Karloff, Grant 
Withers, Marjorie Reynolds, Charles Trow- 
bridge, John Hamilton, Craig Reynolds. 
Directed by Willlam Nigh. Story, Joseph 
West; adaptation, Scott Darling; film edi- 





ter, Russell Schoengarth; photography, 
Harry Neumann. At Pix, N. Y., week Jan. 
12, '40. Running time, 67 MINS. 

PANE TAG TOA. 6. sckscciace Boris Karloff 
fo | Pere Grant Withers 
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gn Ore re Charles Trowbridge 
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well produced, which has as its prin- 
cipal saving grace the suave Boris 
Karloff, working legit as a master 
detective. 
story, its failure to impress is largely 
due to the elemental plot and the 
inconsistencies which figure. Hasn’t 
got enough to command anything but 
lesser dating and No. 2 spotting on 
double bills. 


Among the absurdities are the toy- 
like pistols which a police inspector 
(Grant Withers) and his detective 
pal (Karloff) carry around with 
them. They’re the type that belongs 
in ladies’ handbags. This is typical 
of the lack of attention that has been 
given the production. And walk- 
ing into that jewelry store at night 
without the apparent need of a key 
is something else again. Apartments 
are similarly invaded. 


Karloff is a compelling character 
as a detective without horror an- 
gles, and Withers does ably as the 
police inspector. The girl reporter is 
Marjorie Reynolds, a_ so-so type. 
Lessers include Charles Trowbridge, 
an oldtimer of competence; John 
Hamilton, Craig Reynolds, Lita 
Cheveret and Frank Puglia. Last- 
mentioned is a gangster who does not 
impress particularly. Char. 


They Wanted Peace 


(SOVIET-MADE) 

Amkino release of Tbilisi production. 
Directed by M. Chiaureli. Story, C. Tsaga- | 
reli, M. Chiaureli; musical score, I. Gokieli. | 
Reviewed at Cameo, N. Y., Jan. 11, 40. | 
Running time, 73 MINS, | 
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(In Russian, with English Titles) 

F. Communism with all its manifold 
| inplications would, perhaps, have 
| found a receptive audience in this 
| picture but for the more recent turn 
| of world events. A film that deto- 
|nates the horrors of fascism which 
faced Russian serfdom in the pre- 
revolutionary days is too greatly 
paradoxical to the present trends of 
Germanic-Soviet ties to be accepted 
those even with 
marked ‘liberal’ ideologies. 





of the Russian peoples are conspic- 
uously present. Lenin, Stalin, 





K. Mieuffko and M. Gelovani, who 


respectively, head the cast and han- 
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Republic’s stock Three Mesquiteer 
characters, in another of the hoss 
opry series featuring Robert Living- 
ston, Duncan Renaldo and Raymond 
Hatton, have become jnvolved in too 
flimsy a story in ‘Heroes of the Sad- 
dle.’ A tale built around a flock of 
orphans involved in a political cor- 
ruption machine, its only appeal on 
the dualers will be for youngsters. 


William Witney’s direction keeps 
the pic moving. at a pace that com- 
mands some interest during the early 
reels, but thereafter, when the film 
becomes immersed in a mass of ques- 
tionable detail following the Mes- 
quiteers’ discovery of the corruption 
that threatens to make homeless the 
orphanage’s inmates, it’s just another 
pic. 


More pertinently, the film deals | *2‘¢: y | 
with : } acon see pt gM of youth and passion, still falls short | 


HALALOS TAVASZ 
(‘Deadly Spring’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 

: Budapest, Jan. 1, 
Pegasus-Istvan Lazar production and re- 
lease. Directed by Lajos Zilahy and Laszlo 


Kalmar. Screenplay, Lajos Zilahy, adapt- 
éd from his novel; music, Tibor Polgar; 








camera, Arpad Makay. At Forum, Buda- 
pest. Running time, 80 MINS, 
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This is one of the few Hungarian 
| pictures which in technique, photog- 
|raphy, direction and acting is first- 
And yet ‘Spring,’ a tragic story | 


death of a Mesquiteer pal, the legal | because of a story that lacks action | 


red tape that prevents the trio from 
adopting the child and her ultimate 
placement in the home until they can 
justify to the satisfaction of the au- 


and is purely emotional without suf- 
ficient motivation. This tends to ag- 
gravate what is anyhow the besetting 


ifault of Hungarian pictures, lack of 


thorities that they can care for her. | tempo. 


It’s a modest budgeter whose 


There’s a pretty good ring scrap;chances abroad are questionable but, 


| depths. 


A routine murder mystery, none too | 


Basically an ordinary} 


frequently portray Lenin and Stalin, | 


which should do okay in native the- 
atres. 

Story concerns Istvan’s love ior 
Edith, a flirtatious society girl, and 
his despair when he finds her hold- 
ing hands with the young aristocrat 
whom her father favors as a suitor. 
He meets a girl with whom he starts 


'a friendship, she falls for him, he 


merely likes her, can’t forget Edith, 
starts gambling and sinks to the 
But Josie makes a man of 
him again, and in a moment of re- 
pentance after having unjustly hurt 
her, he promises to marry her, But 
the old passion surges up again, and 
Istvan is not strong enough to either 
overcome it or break Josie’s heart 
by returning to Edith, who wants to 
renew their friendship., So he shoots 
himself. 

Paul Javor’s acting has never been 
more sympathetic and restrained than 
as Istvan, but he’s too substantial to 
make this rather weak, decadent 
young man quite convincing. Out- 
standing surprise is Catherine Kar- 
ady, young actress who, after only 
one stage appearance, emerges as a 
full-fledged star in this, her first 
screen role. She’s dark, a looker 
with a neat chassis, wears clothes 
well, sings, dances and has an in- 
tellectual appeal. She’s among the 
few Hungarian screen actresses who 
ican be mentioned in a breath with 
international names, suggesting Hol- 
lywood possibilities. Jacobi, 


N.Y. ZONING LAW 
HAS STING 
REMOVED 





Special joint committee represent- 
ing various phases of the amusement 
industry has succeeded in removing 
virtually all of the sting from the 
zoning law for New York City pro- 
posed last May by the City Planning 
Commission. Act, as it originally 
stood, would have required removal 
of marquees, vertical signs and flash- 
ing signs of every type. It would 
have made of Broadway the ‘Great 
Dark Way,’ amusement interests de- 
clared. 

Committee, working quietly, has 
succeeded in getting two rewrites of 
the originally proposed act, each one 
more lenient. It is working for still 
another to remove the final threats 
at show biz advertising, although it 
has already been agreed that all 
marquees and signs ‘now existent 
need not be removed. 

Act, as it stands, divides the city 
into nine different. types of zones, 
ranging from restricted residential to 
entirely unrestricted business areas. 
In the restricted residential and re- 
stricted business areas, the statute in 
| its present form prohibits erection 

entirely of theatres. Times Square, 
|Fordham road, 96th street, 125th 
| street and similar areas would fit 
into unrestricted business zones. 
Next big battle before the Plan- 
ning Commish comes when date is 
set for hearings on establishment of 
the zones. Amusement interests will 
| then have an opportunity to be 
heard on the proposed geographical 
outlines of the various types of dis- 
tricts provided for in the act. 
| Leaders of the industry committee 








which won the revisions are Senator 


Those foremost in the ‘restoration’ J. Henry Walters, of RKO; Leopold 


_——. Loew’s: Harry Brandt, 


prez Independent Theatre Owners of 
ew York: Max Cohen, prez of 
Y. Allied; Milton Weinberger, 
| counsel for League of N. Y. Theatres, 
| legit sroup: John Manheimer, of the 
ITOA, and Tom Lamb, architectural 
adviser to the group. 


O’Brien’s S. A. Tour 


George O’Brien, screen player, 
will make a personal appearance 
tour in Brazil and Argentina after 
a vacation in Mexico and Latin- 
American countries. 

Personal appearances are skedded 
for Feb. 10-18 in Buenos Aires and 
Feb. 20 to March 1 in Rio de Janeiro. 


Warner Guest of 69th 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Jack L. Warner and two of his 
| stars, Pat O’Brien and George Brent, 
|leave Friday (19) for. New York as 
; guests of honor at the 69th Regi- 
‘ment dinner (24), 

Celebration marks the premiere of 
‘The Fighting 69th.’ 


PINCH-HITTER KEIGHLEY 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
William Keighley was called in to 
nchhit for Edmund Goulding as! 
director of Warners ‘We Shall Meet | 
4 cain.’ | 
Goulding is ill with pneumonia. 

















Self-Booked Cowboy Star is 


Tex Fletcher no doubt holds the distinction of being the only horse 
opry star who has literally taken the bull by the horns. His one and 
only film was delivered to Grand National last spring, just as the com- 
pany was running onto serious financial shoals and laying off most of 
its salesmen. As a result, the picture, ‘Six Gun Rhythm,’ got few play- 
dates. 

Fletcher, for six years WOR’s ‘Lonesome Cowboy,’ wasn’t stopped 
by that, however. He's not only now personally getting dates for the 
film in New England, but also booking himself in to do a p.a. with it 
He’s got almost 25 dates coming up in as many days. 














Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Recent shakeup of the British cabinet which saw Oliver Stanle: sup- 
planting Leslie Hore-Belisha as minister of war and Sir John Reith taking 
the place of Lord Harold MacMillan as minister of information was pre- 
ceded several weeks earlier by a shift of chiefs in the films division of the 
Information Ministry. Sir Kenneth Clark at that time supplanted Sir 
Joseph Ball, resigned. 


Stanley is well known in the British picture industry because his activi- 
ties as president of the London Board of Trade made him figure in a 
number of matters concerning Great Britain’s film quota law. He is cred- 
ited with guiding to successful conclusion the new trade treaty with the 
U. S., which failed to alter the film quota law, an acknowledged disap- 
pointment to American distributors. Sir Andrew Rae Duncan, banker- 
lawyer, is new Board of Trade chief. Reith has served as director-general 
of the British Broadcasting Corp. 


By coincidence, Kenneth Clark is head of public relations for the Hays 
office in New York, a position not entirely unlike that which Sir Kenneth 
held in the British government's films division. 








Here is comment in bulletin of brokerage firm of Alfred L. Baker & Co, 
on cartoons: ‘Steamed up by $7,600,000 gross take of ‘Snow White,’ Para- 
mount has followed with its ‘Gulliver’s Travels’. Story cost nothing and 
there are no high-priced stars, since it’s mainly a cut and paste-up job of 
drawings in color. Technical costs naturally are high, but $1,000,000 cov- 
ered everything. Industry is watching this one with bated breath because 
it may mark a trend. Unfortunately, the picture is not well done. It lacks 
the wit, the freshness, the gayety, the sparkle, the subtlety, the character- 
ization and the good drawing that distinguished the Walt Disney classio, 
Story has been sillied down for the juveniles who'll go for it at least dur- 
ing the holiday season, but the solid virtues that commended ‘Snow White’ 
to elders and juniors are sadly absent. 


Which means that even brokers and market forecasters are critics. 





New camera lens, invention of which has been announced, though its 
manufacture is still several months off, promises to revolutionize studio 
motion picture producing. Because the new lens makes possible dawn or 
dusk photography, technical experts in the trade forecast that it will cut 
down on the amount of light needed in shooting a scene. It also will 
mean perfect newsreel camera work in almost any scene where ordinary 
electric lights are available. 

Lens’ discovery has been licensed to a commercial outfit and all camera 


companies soon expect to have the improved glass available for screen 
producers. 





Scripting costs on Walter Wanger’s ‘Personal History’ are reported to 
have passed $200,000, due to upheavals in Europe. Originally written as a 
biography by Vincent Sheean, the story dealt chiefly with the Spanish 
civil war, which lost its timeliness when the Nazis marched into Czecho- 
slovakia. Then came the big war and more changes in the script. Among 
the writers who have worked on the screenplay are John Howard Lawscn 
John Meehan, James Hilton, Charles Bennett, Joan Harrison and Alfred 
Hitchcock, who will direct. 
to lighten up the treatment. 


Latest addition is Robert Benchley, called in 





Test runs in various cities are being made by Paramount of the short 
recently produced under the name of Look magazine. If Par finds trials 
satisfactory, it has agreed to ink distributing deal with the producers to 
handle this first briefie and a series to follow. No more will be made until 
and unless release is set. 

Shorts are not to be made by Look, but by a Chicago outfit to which it 
has granted permission to use its tag, on condition that it has final ape 
proval on all material to go into the films. 





One of the biggest distrib deals ever made for a Yiddish-language film 
has been negotiated for ‘Tevya,’ Maurice Schwartz starrer, currently at 
the Continental, New York. Six Herbert Rosener theatres on the Coast 
are set to play the picture this month. Houses booked are the Esquire, 
Hollywood, and Grand, Los Angeles, where the film opens simultaneously 
at the end of this month, exact date as yet undetermined; Larkin and 
Clay, San Francisco; Berkeley, Berkeley, Cal., and Vogue, Kansas City. 





French Cinema Center, Inc., distribs of ‘Harvest,’ has been sued for $500 
legal services alleged to have been rendered in connection with the fight to 
gain approval of the picture by the New York Board of Regents, by Fred- 
erick Griffin, acting as assignee for Arthur Garfield Hays. French Cinema 
Center contends that Hays was not retained by the company, but that he 
appeared in behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union, of which he js 
counsel. 





Because of his admiration for his actor-brother, Peter Lorre, Andrew B. 
Lowenstein, 31, had his name changed to Andrew B. Lorre in Detroit’s 
probate court. He looks so much like the film player that Detroit news- 
papers got numerous calls asking if Lorre or ‘Mr. Moto’ was in town. 

He came to this country in 1938 after the Germans marched into his 
native Austria and now is assistant to the vice-president of the Graham- 
Paige Motor Car Co. 





American newsreels have been experiencing long delays in getting news 
material from Europe because bad weather has halted the usual swift 
transportation provided by Atlantic clipper planes. Shipment which ar- 
rived in New York Monday (15) was the airplane supposed to have left 
European soil early this year. Result was that the newsreel clips were a8 
old as if they had been sent by a 10-day boat. 





Virtually all film company story departments are showing great interest 
in ‘The Male Animal,’ legiter which opened on Broadway last week. It’s 
a light comedy-type of yarn preferred by every studio, A three weeks’ 
Travels,’ requires about 125 inkers for more than a year. More experienced 
members of the craft are being signed to long-term contracts. 





Growth of the feature-length cartoon field has caused a shortage of ani- 
mators in Hollywood. It takes about five years to convert an artist into 
an efficient animator. Feature cartoon, like ‘Pinocchio’ or ‘Gullivers 











Travels,’ require about 125 inkers for more than a year. More experienced 


' members of the craft are being signed to long contracts. 





Twentieth-Fox is not starring Shirley Temple in ‘Blue Bird,’ placing 
other members on an equal footing with her in the film. Understood that 
this is being done to avoid emphasizing the child side as a means of encout- 
aging adult appeal. 
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UA Again Mulling B’way Showcase, 
But Some of Its Prods. Prefer M.H. 
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Gone With The Flu 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

‘I Was an Adventuress’ at 20th- 
Fox might appropriately be re- 
titled ‘I Was a Flu Victim.’ Di- 
rector Gregory Ratoff, nursing 
a high fever but still on his 
feet, has been re-arranging his 
shooting schedule daily to shoot 
around stricken players. 

Zorina, star of the cast, was 
taken ill on the first day and 
laid up for 10 days. When she 
returned, Eric Von Stroheim 
became a victim, followed by 
Peter Lorre, Richard Greene, 
Fritz Feld and half a dozen bit 
players. 


Difficulties currently being experi- 
enced by United Artists producers in 
getting satisfactory Broadway houses 
for first-runs has them once again 
mulling the advisability of acquir- 
jing a regular UA showcase in New 
York. They have had no guaranteed 
outlet on the main stem since the 
UA contract with the Rivoli expired 
in 1937. 

Result has been that a number of 
UA pix recently have gone into the 
Roxy, with grosses that have been 
unsatisfactory both to the distrib- 
uting company and the individual 
producer. : 

Currently at the Roxy is ‘Raffles 
(Goldwyn). Other recent UA occu- 
pants have been ‘Eternally Yours’ 
(Wanger) and  ‘Housekeeper’s 
Daughter’ (Roach), both of which 
did less than the business anticipated 
on the basis of runs in other cities. 
On the waiting list for the house are 
‘Of Mice and Men’ (Roach) and 
‘Slightly Honorable’ (Wanger). 

Although a number of the more 
important UA producers prefer hav- 
ing an assured showcase on Broad- 
way, others openly admit they pre- 
fer to gamble on the possibility of 
getting the Music Hall for their 
films. Latter generally grosses from 
50% to 100% higher than the Roxy, 
although it has the same number of 
seats. M. H. scale is steeper, which 
ig one of the reasons. 

Radio City Preferred 

Theory of those who prefer their 
own showcase is that five or six 
weeks at $30,000 is better than two 
at $60,000. Situation is different, 
however, if the Music Hall is ob- 
tained and the success of the gamble 
in getting dates there may be judged | 
from the fact that four of the 14 UA) against Empire and the theatres) 
pix released or set for release so far) which refuse to install Local 306’c; 








Mayor's Ukase 
Won t Stop 300s 
Fight vs. Empire 


The recent edict of Mayor F, H. 
LaGuardia of New York against 
cross-picketing will not stymie Lo- 
cal 306, N. Y. operators’ union, in 
any further efforts to wrest booths 
which are held by members of the, 
independent projectionist union, Em- 
pire State, according to 306 somwens.| 

No immediate action is planned | 














in the 1939-40 season have gone into; members, but, if and when another | 
the MH. They are ‘Capt. Fury’ | offensive is laid, the houses will be; 
(Roach), ‘Intermezzo’ (Selznick),! picketed regardless of the. mayor’s | 
‘Iron Mask’ (Small) and ‘Winter}ukase in another cross-picketing | 
Carnival’ (Wanger). Tentatively| union case. Freedom to go ahead | 
lined up are ‘Over the Moon’ and! without fear of trouble with the, 
‘Thiet of Bagdad’ (both Korda) and! mayor’s office is based upon the con- | 
‘Rebecca’ (Selznick). itention that the mayor has ruled, 
Most Goldwyn pix go into the; there must be no cross-picketing be- 
Rivoli, with which UA formerly had| tween bona-fide unions. Local 306 
a 10-year agreement. Latter was | contends Empire is a so-called ‘rump’ | 
based mainly on a no longer existent | union, since it operates under an old 
interlocking ownership of UA and | New York State charter and these | 
the UA Circuit. Joe Schenck was) are no longer issued. 
the controlling factor in both. For years cross-picketing went on | 
With the ever-increasing number | between 306 and Empire, with vari- | 
of UA producers, it is pointed out| ous moves made toward a merger, | 
that the company could easily keep | without result. Little by little, how- 
a Broadway house supplied with) ever, 306 has taken some of t e| 
product. In fact, the quantity of UA| booths away that Empire had, there | 
pix at certain seasons is said to be} being only around 50 now which em- 
One objection to a single house.' ploy Empire members. 
Some films would either have to be | 9 
sold away, or wait for dates. 
Aside from the M. H. and Roxy, | N y Court Rules Vs. 
first-tun houses are seldom avail-| “°° “° 
able. Paramount keeps ‘its flagship | 
Occupied; Warners can easily take 
care of the Strand; Metro only occa- | 


sionally has to leave its home lot to} New York supreme court justice 
fill the Capitol or Astor, and the) samuel Hofstadter Thursday 








Only selected pictures. Globe, Cri- 
terion, Rialto and such are fre- 
quently available, but they are not 
No. 1 choices. 


20th-Fox Wins Point 





ordered Walt Disney Enterprises, | 
|Ltd., and the RCA Manufacturimg | 
i Co. to furnish a bill of particulars 
|to them within 10 days. The two! 
| plaintiffs are the ‘Voices of the 
| Prince and Snow White’ respectively. 

Suit seeks $300,009 damages, claim- 
ing that Disney breached a contract 
whereby the singers were to have 
their voices used for the film only. ' 
It is claimed that RCA dubbed their 
voices from the sound track and 





Supreme court justice Charles B. 
McLaughlin in New York Wednes- 
day (10) granted the application of 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. and 


| burne, as executors of the estate of 





| tre, Judge Alessandroni ruled the 
games were ‘illegal lotteries.’ 


| Disney In ‘Voice’ Suit 


(4) | 
Rivoli is felt to be a proper spot for| granted an application by Harry | ' 
Stockwell and Adriana Caselotti, and! Wrong holes, and that skill wasn’t 


PICTURES 





VARIETY 23 








SUES IATSE 


Estate Claims Member’s Tucurance | 
Was Not Paid Off as Provided 








Emil R. Flugel and Nancy Sher- 


James J. Convey, filed suit for $4,000 
Wednesday (3) in N. Y. supreme 
court against Joseph Basson, presi- 
dent of local 306 of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical . Stage Em- 
ployees. 

It is claimed that under the laws 
of the union, when a member in 
good standing dies, $4,000 is forth- | 
coming to the wife or the estate of | 
the deceased. In this case the! 
money was asked for, but refused, | 


Arbitration Huddles On 
Local 306’s Pay Boost; 


No Immediate Decision 
| 

Matter of an increase for N. Y. | 
Operators, Local 306, retroactive to |! 
Labor Day last, having gone to arbi- | 
tration, it may be a month or two, 
from indications, before the board of 
five arbiters renders a decision as to 
what boost, if any, is to be granted. 

When the circuits and 306 couldn’t 
get together on a settlement recent- 
ly, a fifth (neutral) arbitrator was 
appointed by the Court of Appeals 
at Albany, Prof. Milton J. Handler, 
of Columbia University, having been 
chosen, 

With little progress made over the 
holidays, a meeting was held Thurs- 
day (11), at which about 100 pages 
of testimony was taken, mostly from 
operator representatives. Another 
meeting will be held today (Wed.) 
and still another Jan. 24, with a 

















Trade Has Broken Out in a Rash 
Of Distrib, Circuit Huddles; Both 
Sides Mull Ways to Hypo Revenue 





Yodels Come High 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 

Charging yodel theft, Reynard 
Fraunfelder, Swiss 00-lee-ay 
maestro, filed suit for $50,000 
damages against Universal. Al- 
pine songbird declares the studio 
recorded four bars of his tonsil 
calisthenics in 1937 and used 
them without authorization in 
the picture, ‘Mad About Music.’ 

Plaintiffs asks $25,000 for his 
yodels and $25,000 more for lack 
of screen credit. 











‘Wisc. Ops May 


Appeal for Law 





Milwaukee, Jan. 16. 


atre operation throughout Wisconsin 





third likely after that, permitting 
both sides, union and theatres, to | 
present their cases before the neu- | 
tral arbitrator. Major Leslie E. | 
Thompson, of RKO, and C. C. Mos- 
kowitz, of Loew’s, are arbiter rep- | 
resentatives for the circuits, while | 
Joseph D. Basson and Bert Popkin | 
represent 306. | 

Local 306 had originally asked for | 
an increase of 20%. 
| 


PHILLY JUDGE RULES | 


OUT ALL QUIZ GAMES 





Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

Quiz games played in picture thea- 
tres were put in the same category 
as bingo, bank night, etc., by Judge 
Eugene V. Alessandroni, of the Com- 
mon Pleas Court, and forbidden in 
Philly houses henceforth. The ban, 
issued Saturday (6), put a crimp in 
the revival of games here under the | 
‘Quiz’ banner, 

In a test case brought by the police 
department against the Mayfair thea- 


Judge Alessandroni declared that 
the answers were made entirely by | 
chance and thus they constituted a 
‘lottery’ under Pennsylvania law. He 
also said the questions were worded 
so ‘trickily’ that persons who knew 
the right answers might punch the 


! 


the primary requisite to win. 

Assistant City Solicitor James F. 
Ryan, in charge of gambling enforce- 
ment, announced that police would 
clamp down on all forms of the quiz 
games from now on. 





Wants to Legalize N. Y. Binge 


Albany, Jan. 16. 
Assemblyman Aaron Goldstein, of 


is latest development in the indie 
exhibs’ campaign to eliminate early 
bargain admission prices, two-for- 
ones, double-A features, giveaways 
and other ‘evils’ they claim are ruin- 
ing their business. Just before the 
holidays a series of exhibitor meet- 
ings culminated in the announcement 
that a unanimous agreement had 
been reached, not only among the 
indies, but also with the chains, for 


abolition of the various so-called 
abuses. Formal compliance with the 
various regulations drawn up was 
expected to take place with the be- 
ginning of the New Year. 

Now however, it-appears that all 
was not as serene as appeared on 
the surface. The indies themselves 
are agreed on what they want to do 
and the Fox group is ready to go 


along with them, but the Warner- | 


Saxe crowd is accused of kicking 
over the applecart, all on account of 


its houses—the Uptown and the 
Garfield, which are open only in the 
evenings during the week, with a 


and 35c thereafter. 

James Costen, WB regional man- 
ager, came up from Chicago this 
past week, met with the inde- 
pendents and led them to believe 
that Warner-Saxe would be agree- 
able to anything designed for the 
general good of the business, and 


be readily ironed out 
everyone’s satisfaction. This hasn’t 
been as simple in accomplishment 
as it seemed when Costen was here, 
and a meeting to determine future 
action 
days, with a campaign for legisla- 
tion possibly in the offing. 


locally to 


Col.’s 343c Dividend 


To Curb ‘Evils’ 


Threat to appeal to the state to 
enact a code governing picture the- 


will be held within a few | 


gave the Tax Commission of N. Y. 


until Feb. 15 to answer the 20th-Fox | 


made thousands of records. 





complaint, or be held in contempt of , 


court. A similar order was ob- 


tained last week by the Roxy thea- | 


| Mono’s ‘Casa Grande’ 


Brooklyn, is introducing today 
(Tuesday) a measure to legalize 
bingo in New York State. Assembly- 


man Louis Bennett, of Bronx, is also 
re-introducing his chain store tax 
bill, but says this year’s measure ex- 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

‘Casa Grande,’ a color feature, is | 

next on the slate for Golden West | 

ments on three pieces of N. Y.| Productions of Phoenix., which re- | 

Property, which wees assessed aticently released ‘The Gentleman 
$1,590,000 for 1939-40. |From Arizona’ through Monogram. 


Charles Goetz, head of the com- 
‘ any, is here to line up the new film 
Earthbound’ Moves =s§ "= 
Hollywood, Jan. 16. 


with Earl Haley, producer-director. 
Picture is for Monogram release. 
‘Earthbound,’ postponed for a 
Week, rolled yesterday (Monday) at | 
20th-Fox under Irving Pichel’s di- | 


tre. | 
The film company is seeking a re- | 
duction of $215,000 in tax assess-| 











FILMING BALLETS | 


Tection, | Series of shorts of ballets will go 
Start was delayed by script | before cameras at West Coast Sound | 
changes, Studios, New York, next week. They | 





will be produced by the Flamingo , 
MORE SUSPENSE Ballet, a new group organized for 
Hollywood, Jan. 16. | the purpose, which plans to follow 

Henry MacRae’s next cliffhanger the film versions with stage tours, 
at Universal is a western, rolling No release has been set for the 
€arly in March, with John Mack, briefies yet, but John Hosher, biz 
fown as star. | manager, declared enough interest 
Ford Beebe and Ray Taylor are| has been shown to warrant going 
60-directors, . | ahead with the lens work. 


Ll 


| empts theatre circuits. 


Goldstein’s bill would not legalize 
the games for theatres, but only for 
fraternal, religious and charitable 


| organizations. 





Dodge’s New House 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Construction of Jenne Dodge's new 
indie in Ventura starts this week. 
House will be an 800-seater, single 


| programs. 


Chic Sturdivant’s film house in 


Somerton, Cal., is being renovated. 





May Tax Banko 
_ Louisville, Jan. 16. 
Among the major new revenue 
proposals to come before the Gen- 
eral Assembly, now in session in 
Frankfort, Ky., is a tax on bank 
nights at picture theatres. 
Another is a proposed tax on win- 
nings at Kentucky racetracks. 


Columbia Pictures resumed regu- 
lar payment of its 68%4c dividend on 
the preferred last week. In preced- 
ing quarter, company had paid only 
34%4c on the preferred stock, but the 
distribution last week is on the basis 
of the regular $2.75 annual rate. 


Columbia also declared 34%c ad-| 


Industry-wide straining for greater 
playing time, where deserved; ways 
and means of projecting showman- 
ship for the most good for stimula- 
tion of public interest and spending; 
mulling of policies and changing to 
suit the demands for an increase 
in b.o, receipts, plus rentals, are re- 
sulting in a record amount of hud- 
dling throughout the country by 
both distribution and theatre men. 
In: these branches, all hands are on 
the hop since the war began and a 
panicky Hollywood yelled for more 
revenue in the domestic market, so 
much so that representatives of 
| home-office staffs are now spending 
more time away from their desks 
than at them. 


The distributors are holding in- 
numerable meetings, some of them 
in New York with sales executives 
called in from everywhere, others 
are being held in the field. Addi- 
tionally, a new high is being set in 
the number of sessions that are tak- 
ing place in various districts with 
branch managers and others. Also, 
the distributors are constantly check- 
ing the field, keeping an eagle eye 
pealed for any weaknesses through 
which the maximum in rental re- 
turns is being jeopardized. 


Similarly, the theatre chains are 
going over every situation with a 
fine tooth-comb and holding a 
flock of meetings with higher-ups at 
home offices, or out in districts or 
divisions where the managers’ are 
brought together to consider local 
problems, planning, booking of films, 
etc. 


The large major chains, controlled 
by producer-distributors, are either 
forcing their representatives into h.o. 
huddles with unusual frequency, or 
its executives are going into the 
field to keep closer touch on all op- 
eration. In all instances, the major 
circuits are co-operating with the 
distributors in every possible way to 
squeeze more out of the product, 
giving extended time on anything 
that can be gambled with. The 
majors at the same time are closely 
scrutinizing results, studying local 
conditions with extreme care and 
juggling prices, or in other ways 
figuring angles that may boost the 
revenue. 

{| Sales drives are also being pro- 
jected by various companies, includ- 











|early admission bargains at two of | ing campaigns on product itself, on 


| playdate drives, booking pushes, col- 
lections, etc., all with a view to ham- 
mering through for the greatest 


|25c tariff between 5:30 and 6 p.m.| amount of return on the current 


| (39-40) film. The tendency of these 
| drives, most of them with cash or 
| other prizes, as well as the con- 
| stant huddling is to pep up the field 
| forces of distributing companies so 
| that each man, from division man- 
| agers down to exchange bookers and 
| poster clerks, will exert themselves 


| that any differences of opinion could | to the utmost. 


} 
| 





GC Takes Over New 


Terminal Newsreeler 





An agreement has been signatured 
by Grand Central Theatre, Inc., 
whereby it will open the new news- 
reel theatre in the Airways Terminal 
on East 42nd street near Park ave- 
House will be called the Air- 

ways theatre, will seat nearly 600 

and will cost more than $250,000. 

Opening is set for July or early 

August. 

Outfit presently operates the 
Grand Central newsreel theatre in 
| the G. C. Terminal. 


' nue, 





ditional to clear up the divvy un-| 


paid in the preceding quarter. 


| You Dress For It? 


Both dividends are payable Feb. | 


15 to stock on record Feb. 1. These 
payments bring dividends on the 
preference issue up to date. 





Curb Sunday Openings 


San Antonio, Jan. 16. 
In an ordinance passed by the city 
council, and which goes into effect 


Jan, 21, theatres will not be able to | 


open their houses until 1 p.m. on 
Sunday. The large houses normally 
open their doors at noon, while the 


nabe and second-run spots open at 
11 a.m. 

Fines ranging from $20 to $50 are 
provided for any violation of the 


, ordinance. 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
| ‘Well Dressed for Murder’ is Les- 
| lie Fenton's next director job at 


| Metro, with Jack Cummings pro- 
| ducing. 

| Shooting starts when Fenton fin- 
ishes editing his latest picture, 





i ‘Arouse and Beware.’ 


| ——— 


DEE LOWRANCE QUITS 
Dee Lowrance, fashion and public- 
ity writer in United Artists’ h.o., has 
resigned to join her husband, Herb 
, Drake, on the Coast. Drake, former 
drama editor of the N. Y. Herald- 
Trib, is p.a. for Orson Welles. 
Gertrude Allen has replaced Miss 
| Lowrance. 





| 
' 
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Jack Adams Believes Coin Needs 
Of Transcontinental Forthcoming; 
~ Hummert Stays With Agency 





Jack Adams, chairman of the pro- 
posed new network, the Transcon- 
tinental Broadcasting System, stated 
yesterday (Tuesday) that he has 
completed the financing of the proj- 
ect and that TBS’ counsel was in 
conference with counsel for Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert seeking to work 
out an agreement between the two 
camps covering the placement of 
American Home and Sterling Prod- 
ucts business. He added that the 
contract ought to be signed within 
24 hours, and if so the network 
would go on the air Feb. 5. A 
B-S-H official declared yesterday 
afternoon that if such a conference 
was being held it was entirely news 
to him. 

Adams had early last week sent 
out an announcement that a de- 
cision on whether to go ahead with 
. Transcontinental as of Feb. 1 or 
drop it altogether would be made by 
the middle of January. At the time 
this statement was issued it was re- 
ported that the agency had been 
approached by several money sources 
offering to set up the proper financ- 
ing of a new network if the Amer- 
ican Home and Sterling Products 
business was still available. 
time also George Storer’s name was | 
mentioned as actually or prospec- 
tively ‘in’ in Transcontinental. 
Adams denied this. Storer headed 
the American Broadcasting System 
which folded five years ago after 
a run of six months. 


Partners Stay That Way 


It is reported in agency circles that 
the three name partners in Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert patched up some 
difference during a meeting in New 
York last week and that everything 
among them is now roses and honey- 
suckles. Hummert is reputed to have 
offered to withdraw from the agency 
go that he could set up one of his 
own to handle the American Home 
and Sterling Product business. 


MUTUAL-TSN 
SEVER LINK 


Mutual has cancelled its contract 
with the Texas State Network and 
entered into individual agreements 
direct with its station affiliates in 
Texas. The markets involved in 
these directly made contracts are 
Fort Worth, Dallas, Houston, San 
Antonio, Waco and Austin. 

The only way that Elliott Roose- 
velt remains in the Mutual picture 
is through the direct affiliation of 
his KFJZ, Fort Worth. Pretty much 
in charge or reorganizing the TSN’s 
affairs is Tilford Jones, nephew of 
Jesse Jones, chairman of the Recon- 
struction Finance Corp. 











Mitchell with KABC 
San Antonio, Jan. 16. 


Bert Mitchell is new manager of 
He opened KPLT, of 


KABC here. 
Paris, in 1936, and subsequently 
served as manager of KGKL, San 
Angelo, and 
department of the Texas State Net- 


work. He has also been with KFYO, 


Lubbock; KFDM, Beaumont, andj : 
KABC is the TSN | State Network felt the axe it had| 


KTBC, Austin. 


affiliate here and is controlled by 


Elliott Roosevelt. 


Cliff Tatom, former KABC man- 
ager, is now in charge of KCMC, 


the TSN affiliate in Texarkana. 


CANADA DRY’S CONTEST 





FOR STATION TIE-UPS | 





Mean- | 


in the merchandising 


JAX BEER UP 10% 


Local Brewer Spent $200,000 on 
Radio in 1939 








New Orleans, Jan. 16. 
Jackson Brewing Co., one of Or- 
lean’s largest radio advertisers, will 
go approximately 10% higher in 1940 
than its estimated $200,000 in 39. 
Was a big sponsor of snorts, par- 
ticularly through WNOE. At present 
firm has Sport Lights of the Day on 
WDSU with Billy Elliott at the 
mike, two sportscasts daily with Hu- 
bert Grant on WNOE and ‘In the 
World of News’—general and sports 
news on WSMB. 
First special campaign of 1940 will 
be use of eight Louisiana stations for 
a dramatic series ‘Louisiana Marches 
On.’ Program will tie-in with cele- 
bration 50th anniversary of. sponsor, 
Program will be produced in studios 
WNOE, which will serve as New Or- 
leans outlet, and will be lined to 
one additional station each week. 
Starts Feb. 15. 


Schools Ban 
Local Radio 


Commercials 








San Antonio, Jan. 16. 


Commercial programs will have to 
look for other sources of free ama- 
teur talent in the future. A recent 
ban issued by the San Antonio 
School District forbids any school 
group, orchestra, band or choral 
group to participate in any radio 
program used to advertise any arti- 
cle or product. Exception, probably 
unattractive to sponsors, would be 
that participation could be arranged 
if advertiser merely identified namie 
and product fore and aft. 
Heretofore pep rallies for football 
games, as well as various quiz pro- 
grams were participated in by the 
schools. With this edict this will all 
be a thing of the past. 





BUN DAWSON AT WCCO 


Minneapolis, Jan. 16. 

Northrop ‘Bun’ Dawson has joined 
WCCO as assistant production man- 
ager. Started at CBS in November, 
spending three weeks in the Gotham 
office. 

Before that Dawson handled script 
show production for 
Bowles. 





FRED JESKE 


“The Singing Timekeeper” 
Popular conductor of WSYR's 


two-hour “Timekeeper”’ program, 
recently voted most popular local 
program in Syracuse. From 7 to 9 
A.M. daily, Jeske mixes wax, news, 
time, weather, his own singing, and 
commercials in a thoroughly enter- 
taining manner, He sells, too, as 
his sponsor’s renewals will testify. 


DICK POWELL 
TO MAXWELL 


Benton & Bowles admitted yester- 
day (Tuesday) that they would most 
likely use Dick Powell to head up 
the half-hour version of Maxwell 
House’s ‘Good News’ program on the 
NBC-red, effective March 7. The 
rest of the talent setup would consist 
of Fanny Brice, Hanley Stafford and 
Meredith Willson’s orchestra. 

Rudy Vallee will take over the 
second 30 minutes being ceded by 
Maxwell in behalf of Seaitest on the 
same date with a variety show ema- 
nating from Hollywood. 











WCAX, Burlington, Deal 
Echoes In N.Y.C. Court 


Suit of Gordon H. Mills against 
Charles P, Hasbrook was revealed in 
the N. Y. supreme court, when the 
defendant applied to dismiss the ac- 
tion for failure to state a cause of 
action. Suit seeks 40% of the stock, 
and 40% of the net profits of the 
Burlington Daily News and radio 
station WCAX located in Burlington, 
Vt. 

Plaintiff? charges breach of a con- 
tract entered into in October, 1938, 
whereby both plaintiff and defend- 
ant set out to purchase the paper 
and radio station. The plaintiff was 
to secure a 40% interest in both if 
the deal went through, while the de- 
fendant was to supply the money for 
the purchase. The deal was consum- 





Benton & 


mated in November, 1938, with both 
| paper and radio station going to the 
| defendant for $60,000, but since then 
| the defendant repudiated the agree- 
ment, and rejected the plaintiffs de- 
| mands for his 40%. 





Elliott Roosevelt Drops 4 





Roeser, Richardson 


KFRO, Longview, Grumbles at Loss of Web Link— 


Say ‘No Comment’ 





Ft. Worth, Jan. 16. 
Staff of Elliott Roosevelt’s Texas 


| been expecting since first of the year 
when 54 employees were lopped off 
payroll Thursday (11) following net- 
work shrinkage from 24 to 15 sta- 
tions. Personnel cut leaves net- 
‘work with staff of 26, including 
Roosevelt, four executive officers 
and auditing crew which also han- 
dles business of Roosevelt’s Fort 
Worth station, KFJZ. Station KFJZ, 





Canada Dry is organizing, through 
the J. M. Mathes agency, a contest 
for the ‘best promotion’ in connec- 


tion with the product and ‘Informa- | 


tion, Please’ program. It will run 
from Feb. 15 to March 15 and is open 
to all radio station exploiteers and 
merchandising departments. There 
will be cash prizes for the brighter 
pupils who pay attention. 


The radio program, RKO shorts | 
and Oscar Levant’s new book, all; lying high-rate stations off the net- | 
; work last week was announced so 
‘abruptly that some of the stations 
‘affected learned the news through 


UP dispatches. 


provide- opportunities for tie-ups 
and ballyhoo at the moment. 
Contest is now being set up by 


Sam Wingfield of the agency. 


housed for past year in Hotel Texas, 
' moved in to fill up space in Network 
‘building day after staff reduction. 
Also lopped off was the Network’s 
ambitious news service (two day- 
'and-night UP machines) which gave 
‘it as full wire coverage as many 
‘newspapers have. Network sub- 
| scribes hereafter to UP’s regular ra- 
‘dio bulletin service only. 
Roosevelt’s decision to cut 10 out- 


| 


Announcement was 


| 


{made on Tuesday and _ shrinkage 
| went into effect on Wednesday. 
Aftermath was an injunction suit 


11) by KFRO, of Longview, Texas, 
to restrain network from terminating 
its three-year contract to feed pro- 
grams. KFRO attorneys dropped 
suit a few hours after it was filed, 
but grumbled that station had had 
less than 24 hours’ notice (whereas 
contract called for 30 days) and had 
spent $25,000 in recent expansion, re- 
lying on network business. 

The Longview station, like others 
dropped from Network, was faced 
with dead time problem on Wednes- 
day. Fiddle bands came to the res- 
cue in most cases. 

Roosevelt’s comment on it all: ‘We 
will operate as usual; except on a 
more compact, streamlined basis.’ 

If the network has lost as much 
money as rumor has it, two Texas 
oil men, Charles Roeser and Sid 
Richardson, are the heavy losers. 
They backed young Roosevelt in the 





| building as well. 


Their comment: ‘We have nothing 
to say.’ 


- 


NBC Gross Billings to Agencies 


(1939) 





Gross 








| filed in Fort Worth Thursday (Jan. | dramatic sketch over WEAF entitled 





enterprise, put up the money for the, 


arranger. 


Rank Agency Expenditures 
1 Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc. ...ceeeeeeeececcccceeees $8,668,630 
2 J. Walter Thompson Co. .........++- oe oeccceercocccccens - 4,732,169 
3 Compton Advertising, Inc. ........ Sede ERE Se Ose Sake bee ene 3,072,892 
4 Lord & Thomas ......-ceces Per te Dries Wameeee sews sons 2,406,474 
5K Young & Rubicam, Inc. ......eeeceecccccccccsccesees 2,296,137 
6 Pedlar & Ryan, Inc. ereeeee ee ee es 2,022,048 
7 Russell M. Seeds Co., Inc. ...... etree tT Tee CT Cee eee 1,336,383 
8 Stack-Goble Advertising AZency ..ccccccccccccccccecces 1,294,410 
7 Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. ........... TIITTTITT TTT rrr rT - 1,254,172 

10 Wade Advertising Agency .......... ee eee Tr Cee rere Tee 1,236,254 
11 Benton & Bowles, Inc. ............ nce ihe avails 1,199.743 
12 H. W. Kastor & Sons Advertising Co., Inc. .............. 1,166,086 
13 Newell-Emmett Co., Inc. ....... IN 1,041,742 
14 Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc. ............ TITTITITI TTI Tiere ; 1,024,880 
15 Erwin, Wasey & Co., Inc. ....... OTN 
16 Roche Williams & Cunnyngham, Ine. ...........-.-- +... 656,084 
17. Knox Reeves Advertising, Inc. ........................, 649,701 
Se WE TE, Wis Bh Gh. TRE. sco deeseesssoscscecsec.s,. 602.968 
iy Ch "hah Re te ea 590,016 
20 Needham Louis & Brosby, Inc. .....0.....+-. RITE ae 589,330 
21 Hutchinson Advertising Co. ......s....0--. cit eel herds 561.710 
22 Sweeney & James Co. ....... SPECESAObS HOE 6 68601060 65.0000 558,746 
23. Arthur Kudner Associates ......ccecceccescccceees...., . 513,797 
24 Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, Inc. ............... : 506,165 
25 ee LS ee eee PE Fy SE er Pe ‘ 488,265 
26 Gardner Advertising Co. ....... pame bibbeles 6 Chase boss 60 i 457,776 
cocks scdcccceecsncecedeeessiccs «. a 
— Oe 449,026 
29 ee oR, usec eeethebebebeebneedeeesseece 365,909 
30 ee IE, GUD, o.0.n.b0 000 64600000800000000060%8 a 357,162 
Ce eae ee . 805,241 
32 ED. ods os vs epee eeeessseveses Rca tite ‘ 259.016 
33 Henri Hurst & McDonald, Inc. .........-............. .. 235,784 
34 Maxon, Inc. ......... piles pe fest ohio ahelglaaia .. 211,828 
35 Hixson-O’Donnell Advertising, Inc. .................... 200564 
36 McKee & Albright, Inc. ......... mts Epa en eal 182,856 
37 Cecil & Presbrey, Inc. ......... Sib Seabees ebieSere es a 181.487 
38 | C. W. Hoyt Co.,, Inc. .......... HOVE AEE ALOU 
39 Glicksman Advertising Co., Inc. ............. sdeseens 151,893 
40 Morse, International, Inc. ..... ere ere ee sebees os 121,488 
41 Westco Advertising Agency .................. aveage * 112/287 
42 Hays MacFarland & Co. ......... ihe. i 
43 Franklin Bruck Advertising Corp. .............. epee ' 101 '898 
44 Foster & Davies, Inc. .............. tle =e RR ate 97,014 
45 Fuller & Smith & Ross, Inc. ...... he et ek ie ees 94,822 
46 Marschalk Pratt, Inc. ............. ae es 70,728 
47 N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc............ EA RR RN OR 68,406 
48 Barton A. Stebbins Advertising Agency ............... 56,306 
49 Fitzgerald Advertising Agency, Inc. .......... pet i 47.676 
50 Emil Brisacher & Staff ......... sidicdiidanedaceeiadece: > Cae 
51 Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc. ......ccccceccsccces ene: 38,612 
52 Gale & Pietsch, Inc. ............ ieee 
53. Tomaschke-Elliott, Inc. ...... diddetiahtcisesuieiana.. ae 
54 Tucker Wayne & Co. ........... "ORT Shee Ree cepa 34,182 
55 Byer & Bowman Advertising Agency ......... ee aa Bee 31,461 
56 Long Advertising Service ....... a SND ea 31.131 
57 Botsford, Constantine & Gardner ......... earce ; r : : weed 29520 
58 Leon Livingston Advertising Agency .......... iio 24,660 
59 The Clements Co., Inc. ........... cceactebctecnieaecss ae 
60 Weill & Wilkins, Inc......... CT Oe  — 
61 Dan B. Miner Co............... oho sit eer aneaaah ate 8,256 
62 Logan & Stebbins... udebielrsicsucsatec, ae 
63 Joseph Katz Co. ........ a yee hina i oe 
64 RO Ee eee: Sea ILD RoR ee 2,636 
65 Walker & Downing ..... rere vabea veibialy Beet 1,087 
66 Hanvey & Haas ........... Le Derk | cebhaiend tonal 704 
No Agency (Billed Direct) ......cccccecccccs eee, 772,200 
WE Pe NE bh cd iwadadadbkondeddcddeedccsskces $45,244,354 





‘THE GOOD SAMARITAN’ 


But This One Is a Radio Writer and 
He’s Suing NBC 


$$$ $ $ 





| 
| 





Michael Maresca Ansaldi, known 
as “The Good Samaritan,’ filed suit 
in the N. Y. supreme court Monday 
(15) against the National Broadcast- 
ing Corp., and Procter & Gamble Co. 
seeking $25,000 damages and an in- 
junction. Suit was revealed by an 
application to shift the action to the 
federal court. 

Action seeks to restrain the use of 
the name ‘The Good Samaritan.’ The 


$ 
$ 
$ 
'$ 
$ 
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$$ $ $ $ 


Advertiser. 











hour shows in about three weeks. 





The Songfellows, WHO, Des 
Moines, now paid off by Nutrena 
Mills of Kansas City, Kans. 





man. Bill Austin is accompanist- | burg News. 


TOP 25 NBC 
ACCOUNTS 


Virgil Evans’ Weekly 

Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 16. 
Virgil V. Evans, owner-operator of 
: Quartet | station WSPA and South Carolina 
two-story white stucco headquarters now includes Harris White, Kenneth legislator, has announced plans for 
| Black, Keith Booth and Stuart Steel- | a weekly newspaper, the Spartan- 


Publication to begin early 


$ 


$ 
5 
5 
$ 
$ 
$ §$ 


Gross 
Expendi- 


tures 
1939. 


1. Procter & Gamble Co. - $6,485,788 


plaintiff, a radio writer, claims to “4 a ey ca nad 
Soak cane erie ee nae an ° Sam ard Brands, Inc... 2,898,521 
riod of time, and built up much good| 5 + eat Sens cate cones Sie 
will. When notified NBC intended| § Acre y) oos Corp... 2,078,400 
to put on a show using the charac- a. — 7 
ter, a protest was made, and NBC] 7 —— ger i na 7 
agreed to desist. However the a Ti nn 
| broadcasting company put on a ee elie ey peter 
8. Miles Laboratories, Inc. 1,236,254 
‘The Guiding Lamp,’ in which the ° —_— a 
gamer dae ee ee ee coccccee 1,219,438 
; 10. Quaker Oats Co........ 1,192,004 
ai. = Dairy Prods. 

‘ ’ UE eee $4006.60, LOR peu 
Buck Rogers Platters 12. Bristol-Myers Ob ss54% . 1,141,548 
D Ba k , 13. —— & Myers Tobac- 

SO TD cstiicccsesss BE 

ue CK In April 14. Andrew Jergens Co.... 763,940 

15. Cities Service Co...... 718,282 

‘Buck Rogers’ transcribed serials,|16. Cummer Products Co.. 689,664 
which dropped off awhile ago, are ny. Sun Oil Co eeeree @eeece 656,084 
set to return to the air sponsored by | 18. Radio Corp. of America 635,926 
Popsicles. Tentative starting date is | 19. Lewis-Howe Co........ 635,338 
set for some time in April, to air | 20. Pepsodent Co.......... 603,400 
13 Saturday mornings over WOR, |21- Carnation Co........... 598,137 
New York, and 31 Mutual outlets. | 22. Philip Morris & Co.... 590,016 
Jack Johnson, writer, director, | 23. S. C. Johnson & Son... 589,330 
producer, etc, of the serial, will | 24. Pillsbury Flour Mills... 561.710 
start cutting platters for the half-| 25. F. W. Fitch Co..... vee 558,746 
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BLUE NETWORK 
ADDS 2 ACCTS. 


NBC-blue network has added two 
more night-time half-hour programs 
to its schedule and the indications 
are that it will get an additional 
hour of American Home and Sterling 
Products business from _ Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert. One of the half 
hours will be filled by Greyhound 
Bus and the other by Brown & Wil- 


liamson Tobacco. Both involve the 
lue’s Friday night schedule, Grey- 
hound, 8 to 8:30, and B & W fol- 
lowing. The tobacco company al- 
ready fills the 9-9:30 period with its 
‘Plantation Party.’ 


B-S-H has replaced the ‘Orphans 
of Divorce’ serial (Dr. Lyons) in the 
$-3:15 spot on the blue, and is figur- 
ing on gradually building this con- 
nection up to a full hour. 








It’s Geography Quiz 
Chicago, Jan. 16. 


Greyhound Bus Lines go on the 
NBC blue web starting Feb. 16 for 
a weekly 30-minute shot at 7 p.m., 
through the Beaumont & Hohman 
agency here. Will be combination 
musical and quiz program, with the 
questions concerning American geog- 
raphy and history. 


Show will be disked for repeat 
shot on the west Coast. 


SAD, HEART-FELTIS 
FOOTNOTE TO XMAS 


By Harry T. Smith 


Seattle, Jan. 16. 

Silently, grimly, dangerously Hugh 
Feltis of KOMO has been nursing a 
four-week grudge against Don 
Searle of KFAB, Lincoln. Feltis has 
told nobody how he feels except his 
Seattle associates, his immediate 
family, various fraternity brothers 
and the local VARIzETy representative. 
He only confided the story to VARIETY | 








(COMBINED NBC, CBS, MBS EXPENDITURES) 





* Not among leading spenders, 


VALLEE SET 
FOR RETURN 








Rudy Vallee will return to a 


| Thursday night spot on the NBC- 


red the early part of March and his 
new sponsor will be Sealtest, part of 
the National Dairy group. Maxwell 
House Coffee will by that time have 
cut its show to a half hour and Val- 
lee will either take over the 9:30-10 
p.m. stretch variety program or 
Kraft Music Hall will be moved back 
to a 9:30 starting time and Vallee as- 
signed to the 10:30-11 spot. Kraft is 
a National Dairy subsid. 

Deal in Sealtest’s behalf was han- 
dled by the McKee & Albright 
agency. Return of Vallee will give 
the NBC-red four successive variety 
shows between 8 and 11 p.m. 

He will broadcast from Holly- 











wood. Rep from the agency left for 
Hollywood yesterday (Tues.), Mar- 


because after four weeks he got tired | tin Gosch is being dickered for as 
of waiting for Variety to display | Producer. 


some of that alleged smartness and 
pick up the story for itself. 


It seems that Feltis after burning | 


incense at the altar of the muse of | 


inspiration came up with an idea 
for a Christmas card in 1938 that 
was, in the opinion of so good a 
judge as Mrs. Hugh M. Feltis, a 
honey, a lulu, a plaque-winner. 
was such a novel, unique, extraor- 
dinary, attention-commanding, gasp- 
evoking idea for a Christmas card 
that, with the unanimous consent 
and endorsement of Mrs. Feltis, the 
Christmas card was repeated for 
1939. The card in question showed 
the wonder-child of the Feltis clan 
completely surrounded by parents. 
Imagine the consternation, dumb- 
foundment, pique, rage and fuss 
raised in the Feltis menage when 


It | 





| 


Vallee Into Training 
Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
Rudy Vallee checked in at Repub- 
lic to start a 30-day course in film 
making under tutelage of various de- 
partment heads. 
First job as producer, ‘The Hit 
Parade of 1940,’ rolls in a month. 


C.A.B. STILL CONFIRMS 
QUIZ SHOWS’ VALUE 


Some of the major agencies are 








still lending an attentive ear and eye | 


to quiz show presentations. An- 
alysis of the latest ratings of net- 


this showmanly gem of a Christmas | work quiz programs reflect a still 
card attracted envious admiration | favorable story for this type of radio 


and unauthorized imitation from the , entertainment. 


Their overall rating 


Searle menage in Nebraska with a| is two points more than it was a 


picture of the Searle wonder-child. | 
This maddening infringement of | 
the copywright owner's 


| year ago. 
The average C.A.B. rating for the 


vested | group a year ago was 9.4. The latest 





rights was bad enough but the taunt! average they strike is 11.4. 


supreme, the intolerable affront of 
all came when Feltis, the originator, 
the man with the idea, started hear- 
ing from his fellow-broadcasters in 
Other sections of the country. 
‘Your card is just like Don 
Searle's,’ they wrote, with a faint, 
implied tut-tut between the lines. 
It was then that something hap- 


pened inside the soul of Hugh Feltis. 
100-Worders 


Welch’s 
Chicago, Jan. 16. 


Number of announcement sched- 
ules being set locally, the largest 
being a nation-wide spread through 
all key markets for Welch’s Grape 
Juice. Using 100-word plugs six 
times weekly, placed through the 
Kastor office here. 

Grove’s Bromo Quinine is also 
using a six-a-week schedule during 





the cold season, through the Stack- | of the stations originally designated | tempt was made to get a bulk deal | KQV, Pittsburgh, has yet to be heard summer. 
but this was turned | from. 


Goble agency. 


SSSFSSSSSSSSSSSSS$S 

$ 
$ The Runner—Uppers ; 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSS 


(Combined 1939 billings on CBS, 
MBS and NBC) 


28. McCann-Erickson, Inc........ $775,934 
27. Knox Reeves Adv., Inc.....+. 755,461 
28, Sherman K, Ellis & Co., Inc.. 602,968 
29. Needham, Louis & Brorby, Inc,. 589,330 
80. Hutchinson Adv. CO..sscoeee e 061,710 
31. Sweeney & James CO..cecees . 558,746 
32. Ivey & Ellington, Inc........ 521,614 
33. McKee & Albright, Inc..e..ee 508,406 
84; L. W. Ramsey Co....eee. evee 500,189 
35. Lambert & Feasley, Inc....«. 476,434 
36. Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, Inc, 438,850 
87. Frances Hooper Adv. Agency. 430,766 
38. J. M. Mathes, Inc......cecccee 365,909 
89, Warwick & Legler, Inc...... 357,162 
40. Maxon, IMC.....s+-e- ecoccce eos 305,405 
41, R. H. Alber Co..ccesse eocccee 300,107 
42. Joseph Katz Co... ccccseccece 299,399 
43. Campbell Ewald Co. (N. Y)e oe 294,950 
44, Grant Adv, CO....sceeereecees 259,016 
45. Henri, Hurst & McDonald, "ine. 235,784 
46. Hixson-O’Donnell Adv. (> anes 228,104 
47. Leo Burnett Co., Inc...s.ee-s 215,423 
48. Bermingham, Castleman & 

PUOTCE ceccccccccvctcecos cece 290,256 
49. Cecil & Presbrey, Inc....... ee 181,487 
50. Hellwig-Miller Co....eesseees « 164,983 
51. Charles W. Hoyt Co., Inc.... 164,128 
52. Glicksman Adv. Co., Inc...... 151,893 
53. Critchfleld & Co...... breeces « 132,460 
54. Westco Adv, Agency....eresee 128,787 
55. Morse International, Inc....+. 121,488 
56. Franklin Bruck Adv. Corp.... 109,172 
57. Hays Macfarland & Co0......6.6 105,162 
58. Grady & Wagner, Imnc......0. 102,576 
59. Bowman & Columbia, Inc.... 102,375 
60. H. M. Kiesewetter Adv. 

Fe ae ee eer ere 102,269 


G1. Sorenson &B CO.ccccccessccccce 


62. Kelly, Stuhlman & Zahrndt, 

BG; 4.0.0.500:6.0000566040000608 99,565 
63. Foster & Davies, Inc........4. 97,014 
64, Fuller & Smith & Ross, Inc.. 4,822 
65. Marschalk & Pratt, Inc....... 85,300 
66. Emil Brisacher & Staff...... 73,348 
67. Campbell-Mithun, Inc...,..... 63,985 
68. William Irving Hamilton, ine 60,076 
69. Barton A. Stebbins Adv. 

ROY on 6600058 0600600000 56,306 
70. Fitzgerald Adv. Agency, Inc. 47,676 
71, Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc...e.. 41,662 
72. Tomaschke-Elliott, Inc......0. 41,384 
73. Gale & Pietsch, Inc....cccccce 88,160 
74. Tucker Wayne & Co......006- 34,182 
75. Byer & Bowman Ady, Agency 31,461 
78. Long Adv. Service. .ccscsssere 31,131 
Tis ERRBREMIOREE 60050006 0ee0eese 30,977 
Tos Meee, TEP COs ccccccsvccs 30,495 
79. Botsford, Constantine & Garde 


1939. 1938. 1937. 
4. Blackett-Sample-Hummert, BE ciccessocsscse TST (1) $9,093,125 (1) $7,293,490 
2. GI Bs IE, TIE oc bcccccceccvcndeosex - 6,481,352 (3) 5,093,640 (4) 3,821,010 
S Gr WRIT THONIEOR CO. ccccccccdcccooens eeane 6,342,268 (2) 5,320,608 (3) 5,283,134 
4. Benton & Bowles, INC. sccccccccccccvccecece vere 5,385,301 (4) 4,800,399 (5) 3,634,240 
S, Metre & RVG, Ue. ccccccccessciace penises 4,991,348 (6) 4,015,959 (6) 3,407,886 
Be ee i icdkcddsbodeccesccicos pre Pere 3,891,308 (5) 4,791,586 (2) 5,549,195 
7. Compton Advertising, Inc...,......... ‘i a 3,811,128 (7) 3,107,788 (7) 3,001,600 
ey) ee I IE, pcb econadeetusdonecese sec ‘ 2,902,570 (11) 1,588,185 ee Ses 
me BR OES! 2,595,270 (8) 2.258.425 (16) 1,128,540 
10, Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, Inc....... 2,481,296 (10) 1,588,554 (10) 1,801,696 
Deo, PROGR ree CO, TRG icc ccccecdecceccecces 1,987,362 (9) 1,693,314 (9) 1,951,261 
BS, “Wee BE Be oa oc inickvcvceccccecs prercevests ; 1,852,529 (18) 1,096,359 (17) 1,033,263 
Be. Bis We MONO Oe BONE RAV. COs occcccccccdcccce 1,732,120 (15) 1,245,302 Deg emn oh 
14. Lennen & Mitchell, Inc.............. Pre are 1,613,974 (12) 1,500,635 (13) 1,380,063 
B5.. Wereeett OE. Seeds Cos. TOG oc vie ciccsicecceavce Pee 1,400,433 "entiiees - ...|. Mugemmaes 
36. Stack-Goble AGV. AGENCY. sccscccccsccccsccece 1,294,410 (20) 1,007,060 (il) = 1,495,307 
17. Wade AGv. AGONET.cccccccecccsss eweeneeeass 1,236,254 (14) 1,383,741 (12) 1,457,470 
18, UN ort a ag ea eke dai ba eceabelneS oad 1,234,522 (19) 1,081,115 * eeeeeeee 
Oe RR 0s cc aaale Sune si oa sce seseeonpaws 1,165,253 (16) 1,109,681 (19) 928,326 
20. N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. @eseeeeeaeeeeereeeeeeeease 1,144,315 (13) 1,397,535 (8) 2,842,215 
Qi, Berwin; Weeey So CG,,. WNC. scscccecivisictccosees 1,025,508 (17) 1,105,072 (20) 920,263 
22. Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham, Inc......... 1,008,509 (21) 1,004,155 (18) 958,510 
23, Arthur Kudner, RENE cach a aadeae si bao esebes 963,872 (24) 785,449 eeeeeevae 
24. Buchanan & Co., IncC...ccccccessscess aoa biele he 888,440 : Menai. - 72,0 Mestecuce 
25. Neisser-Meyerhoff, Inc..cccccccccccccccccccece 884,625 (22) 920,170 (14) 1,232,960 





ESSO, A PET, 
MAY EXTEND 





Esso is considering adding Sunday | 


to its news schedule. ‘The order 
would be for two five-minute spots, 
which, added to the account’s pres- 
ent weekday schedule, would make 
the obligation 24 five-minute periods 
a week. 

Among local stations the Esso 
business is rated tops as far as spot 
is concerned because of the pro- 
gram’s contents and the circum- 
stance that it’s theirs 52 weeks a 
year. With Sunday added the petrol 
distrib would account for 1,352 five- 
minute periods a year. 


AMECHE FAVORITE 








There is a_ possibility of Don} 
Ameche heading up a 30-minute | 


the account, has also offered Herbert 
Marshall in a dramatic series, but 
the leaning within the tobacco com- 
bine is more in Ameche’s favor. 
Ameche was m.c. for the Chase & | 
Sanborn show for two years. 


Ed Wynn’s New Idea 


Ed Wynn is again being offered | 











around to the advertising agencies. 
Program outlined involves what | 





FOR OLD GOLD SHOW: 


show for Old Gold cigarets (Loril- | 
lard). Lennen & Mitchell, agency on | 


THE BIG SPENDING AGENCIES 


FIRST 25 AGENCY NETWORK SPENDERS 


[MANY THE SIME 
UME OnOOT UP 


Russell Seeds of Chicago 
Conspicuous Outsider to 
Make the Big Gross Group 
—Young & Rubicam 
Takes Second Place From 
Thompson 


—— 


ESTY NOW 11TH 











For the fourth successive year 
Biackett-Sample-Hummert in 1939 
took the lead for network expendi- 
tures by agencies and the indica- 
tions are that it will hold this po- 
sition by still a wider margin during 
the current year—providing the 
threatened split in the agency’ part- 
nership does not in the meantime 
materialize. American Home Prod- 
ucts and Sterling Products, jointly 
(same ownership), the No. 1 spender 
on the B-S-H list, are reported as 
figuring to spend another $4,000,000 
for network radio in 1940. This drug 
combine’s billings on NBC and CBS 
last year amounted to over $6,000,900. 

There were several drastic shifts 
jin agency rankings. The most 
noticeable of these was Russell M. 
Seeds whose grasp of the Brown & 
Williamson business shot it from 
practically nowhere to 15th place. 











Spot Leader, Too 


Spot time buyer de luxe for 
1939 was the same Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert that was first 
in network billing. Still the fig- 
ure was down a bit from 1938. 

Spot biz for ’39 reported as 
$1,870,849. 








Young & Rubicam displaced J. Wal- 
ter Thompson for second place, giv- 
ing the former agency for the first 
time pre-eminence over the major- 
| budgeted talent programs on the air. 
| As compared to ’38 Y & R’s billings 
jumped $1,400,000, while Thompson’s 
up-thrust was just about $1,000,000. 
Another marked shift was that of 
William Esty which moved from 
18th to 12th place. Pedlar & Ryan 
| skipped from llth to eighth spot, 
| while Stack-Goble went up four 
| rungs from 20th ranking. Three 
agencies whose niches remained un- 
| changed were Benton & Bowles (4), 
| Compton (7) and B.B.D. & O. (10). 
Ward Wheelock Co. continued to 
pile up its billings but in compara- 
tive standing it dropped from eighth 
' to ninth place. For the first time in 





| its history Lord & Thomas wasn’t 


within the top quintet. 








MEP cs chdaseageescecuscsacne 29,520 P ; 

80. Leon Livingston Adv. Agency. 24,660; his agent describes as an idea | 

81. C. M. Rohrabaugh Co......... 24,228 | radicall different from that ene 

82. Clements Co., Inc............ 23,236 | 7 th (1937), | vom ining onsumer 

83. Anderson, Davis m Piatte.cce 22,859 | when he was last on e air ). 

Sa, Wee Mer. CO, BAG scccccece 18,500 | _ _ Ti Fr h P 

85. Sidney Garfinkel Adv. Agency 17,860! | D od 
86. Samuel C. Croot Co., Inc...... 16,806 99. John H. Dunham Co........-+ 4.220 I Ss on es r uce 
87. Weill & Wilkins, Inc......... 15,356 . 100. Richard F, Connor......ceces: $058 e 

So, Dem Be MIMO CO... cccveosevece 14,196 | 101. H. B. Humphrey Co.......¢.. 2 704 With Pack c Ball 
89. Weston-Barnett, Imc.......e..6 13,823 |102. Gumbinner Agency..........e6 2,043 ag y 
0, Baker Adv. Agency, Ltd. 13,200 | 108. Brooke, Smith, French & Dor- 
Ol. Hayton«-Bplero, INC.cccccccsccce 13,0333 | FONCS, IMC. ccccccccccsccecece 1,920 
92. Cockfield, Brown & Co., Ltd. 11.000 | 104. Howard G. Hanvey..ececceces 1,704 : 
93. Commercial Radio Service.... 8,640) 105. Glasser Adv, ABOENCY....cseece 1,470 | St. Louis, Jan. 16. 
04. MacLaren Adv. Co., Ltd 6.900 100. Walker & Downing.......e0e 1087} Virginia Davis, KMOK’s ‘Food 
95. M. H. Hackett, Inc... .ccccsee 6,825 | 107. Hanvey & Haas....cccccecece = ’ 
96. J. D. Tarcher (o., Inc..ss+ese 6.041 | 108. David Malkiel Adv. Agency.. 1 | Scout, has been sold to the Faust 
97. Logan & Stebbins Sererrrrre ys: 6.040 1109. Dana Jones Co....cccccsccvece re 6 | Macaroni Co., St. Louis, through 
08, Ray Davidson cece cecereecees 5, 372 B silled Direct (no agency)... ce ceeeees 1,365,030 | R. J. Potts Agency, Kansas City. Pro- 











Biscuit Co. would go through with its 
plan to use continuity plus phono- | 
graph record versions of Martin 
Block’s ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ for 
a national spot campaign was appar- 


‘ently settled yesterday (Tuesday). 


The campaign starts Feb. 1 over 16 
stations. What primarily held up 





series was the disinclination of many | 


to take out a license agreement from | 





the closing of time contracts for the | 


| ities. The latter are compressed edi- 
| tions of Block’s daily routine over 
WNEW, N. Y. 


The hitch over the Victor licens- | 





Stations Need for Victor License’ 
Nearly Stopped Martin Block Dea 


Question of whether the National, RCA Victor to cover the airing of the; down by the record manufacturer, | tipping Miss Davis off on good food 
| records listed in the Block continu-; The fees asked by Victor range from | buys. 
| $100 to $300 a month. 


| 


Stations that have okayed the 
proposition are WCLE, Cleveland; 


WNBC, New Britain; KXYZ, Hous- | 
|ing angle developed after McCann-| ton; 


WCAX, Burlington; WGY, 


Erickson had lined up 17 stations for | Schenectady; WEBR, Buffalo; WSAY, 


(the campaign in behalf of NBC | 
Bread. The schedule calls for six 
daytime half-hours a week. When a 


number of the outlets balked over | 


the licensing requirements, an at-| 


from Victor, 


Rochester; WFBL, Syracuse; WEFG, 
Elmira; WGNY, Newburgh; WFTC, 
Kingston, N. C.; WNFD, Wilmington; 
WCSC, Charleston; KMAC, San An- 
tonio, and WFGN, Birmingham. 


gram originates in St. Louis’ whole- 
| Sale produce market and gives house- 
wives the lowdown on best buys 


| in fresh fruits and vegetables. Com- 


| mercial interests are served by prof- 
'fering cooking recipes that include 
|sponsor’s products with seasonal 
| foods. 

Produce men are co-oping by using 
;bumper cards on auto trucks and 


Program hits the ether be- 
tween 8:30-8:45 a.m .Monday through 
| Saturday. 


| 
It Won’t Be WHTR 
Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 16. 
WHTR has been dropped as call 
letters for Spartanburg Advertising 
Corp.’s proposed new radio station. 
New letters applied for. 
President Charles O,. Hearon ex- 
pects station to go on air in early 
Major network connection 
jis now being sought. . 
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Crosby, A&A, Whiteman, Lloyd Buy 
Into KMPC; Report Richards Retiring 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
Stock has been purchased in G. A. 
Richard’s Beverly Hills station, 


KMPC, by five leading figures in 
show business who take seats on 
board of directors. Those involved 
are Freeman Gosden and Charles 
Correll (Amos ’n’ Andy), Bing Cros- 
by, Paul Whiteman and Harold 
Lloyd. Richards retains controlling 
interest. 


Partnership move by Richards is 
believed by some to presage a 
gradual withdrawal from active par- 
ticipation in the operation of his 
three stations. Others are WJR, De- 
troit, and WGAR, Cleveland. Inti- 
mates say Richards has been ordered 
by his physician to unload as many 
of his biz worries as possible. He 
has been living pretty much in se- 
clusion at Beverly Hills and Palm 
Springs. 

Summoning of his operating ex- 
ecutives in Detroit and Cleveland to 
his Bevhills home is believed to be 
the forerunner to an announcement 
of further, partnerships or possibly 
complete retirement of Richards 
from his radio operations. John Patt, 
vice prez in charge of the Cleveland 
station, has been here since first of 
the year and has been acting as 
spokesman for Richards. Also here 
are Leo Fitzpatrick, exec vice prez 
in charge of WJR; P. M. Thomas, 
auditor of Detroit; William Alfs, De- 
troit counsel. Leo Tyson, KMPC 
manager, also is a member of KMPC 
board, first meeting of which was 
called for last Sunday (14). 





Fitz Flits te Palm Springs 
Detroit, Jan. 16. 

Lee Fitzpatrick, executive vice- 
president of WJR here, choo-chooed 
to Palms Springs, Calif, over the past 
week-end to meet John Patt, man- 
ager of WGAR, Cleveland, and Leo 
Tyson, of KMPC, Beverly Hills, for 
their annual pow-wow with G. A. 
(Dick) Richards, prez of the three 
stations. Richards is recuping at his 
Palms Springs home. 

Fitzpatrick is skedded to spend a 
week on the Coast and is due back 
here around Jan. 22, 





KMPC’s CBS Status 
KMPC, Beverly Hills, Calif., has 
become affiliated with CBS as an 
alternate or additional station to 
KNX, the network’s regular 50-kilo- 
watter in Los Angeles. Rate for 
KMPC is $200 an hour. 


Showcase Salary 





Regardless of the name’s repu- 
tation and regular radio salary, 
the top for any guest on CBS’s 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ (Sundays) 
is $500. Program now rates as 
the network’s ace pop sustainer. 
There may be a wide diversity 
of value among the guest names, 
but the network in booking the 
show sidesteps any disposition to 
negotiate or haggle. It’s the flat 
price set for such participants, 
and they take it or leave it. Be- 
cause of the prestige that the 
series has assumed _ there 
haven't been any turndowns. 

It’s not uncommon for the 
same celeb to play ‘Pursuit’ of a 
Sunday for $500 and a few days 
later $3,000 for an appearance on 
a commercial progrem. 











Bob Hall Rhyming In 
Hotel Lobby In WJR 
Beer-Sponsored Show 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 


Bob Hall, oldtime vaudeville adlib 
rhymester current in floor show at 
Book Cadillac hotel’s Casino here, is 
doing a two-a-week stint from lobby 
of hotel for Pfeiffer Beer over WJR. 
He’s on Tuesdays at 10:15 p.m. and} 
Thursday nights at 7:15. 

Michigan state liquor board re- 
fused permish for radio show to be 
staged in hotel’s swank nitery, since 
state law forbids beer or liquor ad- 





| vertising from a place where it’s sold. 


Deal set by Maxon, Inc. 





Texas Web Gets Kastor 


San Antonio, Jan. 16. 

H. W. Kastor agency contracted 
‘Music and Fashions’ with Gail 
Northe and orchestra, 15 minutes 
across the board for its account, Cus- 
todian Toiletries. Began on Texas 
State Network Monday (15). 

Anheuser-Busch Co. has renewed 
its ‘Perfect Host’ series heard each 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday on 
same web. Program uses Jimmy 
McClain, an orchestra and a guest on 
each broadcast. 





SEZ CBS TO PH.D. 


‘You Can Have This 1,000-Watt 
Transmitter, Professor’ 








Columbus, Jan. 16. 

Ohio State University has received 
a gift of radio transmitting equip- 
ment from the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System. The gadgets will serve 
Station WOSU, owned by the uni- 
versity. A 1,000-watt transmitter is 
included. 

Original cost of the equipment, 
when new, was $25,000. 





Experiment in New England 
Bostcn, Jan. 16. 

Some 27 New England college pub- 
lication editors are participating ‘co- 
sponsors’ of a new regional experi- 
ment in ‘educational’ broadcasting 
over the northeastern group of Co- 
lumbia stations. It’s a Saturday late 
afternoon affair with the ideas and 
the talent, if any, provided by the 
kids themselves. 

Show is tagged ‘Campus on the 
Air.’ 





Sets for School Kids 
San Francisco, Jan. 16, 

CBS’ local affiliate, KSFO, is tied- 
in with KROW, Oakland, and the 
Philco distrib in this zone to collect 
old radio sets, repaiz them, and do- 
nate them to public schools. Some 
75,000 school children hereabouts 
have no classroom. receivers, KSFO’s 
merchandiser, R. W. Dumm, found 
out, 

‘American School of the Air’ over 
CBS will be pushed after the school 
audience is built up. 


‘Broadcast 
Name of New 


Cash Quiz 


Mutual net starts a new quiz show 











Account Across Board | 


| over five of its stations Feb. 19, dis- 
tributing $500 in prizes to listening 
audience. Tagged ‘Broadcast’ it will 
be sponsored by the Illinois Meat Co. 
in an 8-8:30 p.m. slot, originating 
from WGN, Chicago. 

Show will encompass all types of 
questions to be checked on listener 
contest sheets procured from retail 
stores. Total of $250 wili comprise 
the main prizes, remaining $250 dis- 
tributed as $1 grants. WOR, New- 
ark; CKLW, Detroit - Windsor; 
WAAB, Boston; WKBW, Buffalo, 
will carry beside WGN. 











KMPC, which is owned by Dick 
Richards of WJR, Detroit, and 
WGAR, Cleveland, operates on 710 
k.c. at 5,000 watts daytime and 1,000 
watts at night. 





| WEB CHECK-UP 
. TO BE MORE 


SASSY? 


Washington, Jan. 16. 

Hint that the long-delayed chain- 
monopoly report will lay the ground- 
work for close scrutiny of network 
corporations and operations is seen 
in the testimony of FCC Chairman 
James L. Fly before the House Ap- 
propriations Committee recently. 
Chief regulator told the legislators, 
according to transcript released this 
week, that he feels the Commish has 
been lax about riding herd on the 
chains. 


Indicating he believes the law 
gives sufficient authority, Fly placed 
emphasis on the need for ‘a greater 
degree of public responsibility’ by 
the web owners. While regulation 
of rates and dividends is beyond the 
Commission’s jurisdiction, he _ inti- 
mated that contractual relations be- 
tween chains and affiliates will be 
subjected to closer observation in the 
future. 


Just how far the Commish is like- 
ly to go was not made plain, but Fly 
harped on the familiar theme that 
facilities are limited and radio re- 
sources belong to the public, hence 





all operators ought to be watched | 


steadily. He hoped that in the future 
more complete information will be 
available so that regulation will be 
more effective, 


Leading 1939 Network Advertisers 


(Combined CBS, NBC and MBS Billings) 

















1. Procter & Gamble ......cccceeeeeesccecess $8,769,135 

2. General Foods ........ Pee ee 5,269,567 

3. Sterling Products ............ gio sutaes es 3,755,811 

4. Lever Bros. ....... as hates chek nap enero a Pes 3,392,672 

5. Standard Brands .........cccceeeeeseececes 2,898,521 
i 6. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ........0.eseeeeees 2,749,733 
7. Campbell Soup ........... Pitre be swalew eb 2,704,331 

8. American Home Products .........eeeeee08 2,529,553 

9. American Tobacco Co. .........0--eeeeeeee 2,506,141 

30, GHOTIEEET Te ioc cc te cc cicccceccovesecccoce 2,411,288 

11. Brown and Williamson ...........+-+.+ese0. 2,047,536 

12. Liggett & Myers ....... Pbitalel ats sinrnae Sikeiswiels 1,937,652 

TR, Th BD, TS 6 ice ccc ccestevcccccecccccccs 1,723,574 

14, “Wee. WEIRIEY ccc cc cc ciccccsccveccccesenens 1,304,391 

| 15, - MiiRen TROT RGOTIOS occ ccccccccccccscccecve 1,236,254 
1G, TERED TROIS a ccc ccc ccccccercscsccccccce 1,217,166 
| DT. PR NE ov cock ck doesccicsvccdewsesens 1,200,947 
18. National Dairy Prods. .............0.eeeeee 1,164,930 
| Ss ND i055. 0:9 0 056-5.05 04.5664 000 easeeews 1,141,548 
I EN Mr eT roe ee en eer 950,146 
Ee rrr re re eee eee eT 949,297 
BRE TEIOE 6:4:4:0-504. 646 59:60 K 068A 654 SOC CAEN 901,546 

Ze. RORRB CO. .ccccece eC Cree ere eee ‘ 875,418 

24. Kellogg ..... ECE UCT ET NUR TEE % 861,474 

BO Er TENEMENT... 64:65.46400600666440040006000008 794,014 

Gy. MO POEMOMD 5065 65.660.666.065 8404080008 ‘ 763,940 

27. Continental Baking .........cccccesencees ‘ 729,543 

Bae  MUMSEO OL VERO 4 55.550. 60 008 6 066 d006 000805088 718,282 

BO; RG EE 4.5560 5000 ib susie nals eke otueeaine ‘ 699,242 

20; QOMMOCr POGUE 60s ccc scccisccscccecvecse 689,664 

het PUES OBEN. 5565.0 51000 6:50-046:0:66.00-056 be eb 0b0 O80 656,084 

32. RCA eoeeeeeveeene eeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeeene 635,926 

DOr MEWIMOWE DOs cciccccerecvrestcvcscecese 635,338 

BA, OD 5.06.6 5.6:6 606.00 040000500 00000006008 603,400 

35. Carnation Co. ..... bab seebbeeresenees seen 598,137 

SO; By, wemeen BG SOR 6ocki cs aicccesacseecees 589,330 

is GE TO EOEE 6 6.600.056 06000 dsb ree Cees OOS 561,710 

38. Firestone Tire eeecee eeeeeeeeseoseeeessesee ' 558,746 

39. Bayuk Cigers See eereeeeeereeeteseseseseses 521,614 

40, BERGE GROOMS occ ccccccrccccccccecccceces 497,575 

Sl, TERWAUMAM PIMEAPDIC ccccccccccccccccccoces 489,630 

42. F, Ww. Fitch eeeeeeene eeeeeee eee esvneeeeeeeeeene 488,265 

43. Lambert Pharmacal .......csccccccccceses 476,434 

BE, “TER CIE. 06666 s Fees eds COKE Ce eeOeRS 466,011 

os. Wares. AOE. -6.0'6:6-66'066:0000664 00:08 Fee ORS 450,075 

| M, GO OE: 6hocC hrs beve OTEK CdC Cees er 438,850 
| ee SS eee are 436,200 
, Ge Te cecsiccdccccccccceveccscccese §~«©=SRRD 

49. Prudential Ins. Seeeeeeeeseseeeseeeeeeesese 414,330 

Se MORGTED TRU, cccioccvccesccccccccsoccs 390,895 
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P. & G's Day vs. Night Testing 





~ 


an act developed on WEEI, Boston. 


setup. 


Procter & Gamble is expanding the station list connected with the 
experimental spot campaign for Lava soap, coming out of the Chicago 
office of Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
serials, ‘Houseboat Hannah’ and ‘Jim Adams,’ and ‘The Singing Cop,’ 


The programs involved are two 


The programs are being placed on various stations in combinations 
of two, with one being run off during the day and the other at night, 
The idea is to find out which two would click best in a national spot 














Called 





Showmanly, G-Men Purr 








— 


Don Large Chorus of 14 
Sponsored by Stephano 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 

Don Large chorus (14), heard on 
the past summer’s Ford Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour, has been signed by 
Stephano Brothers (Marvel ciggies) 
for three-time weekly shot over WJR 
here, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days from 6:15 to 6:30 p.m. First 
show set for Jan. 23. 

Chorus, comprising 14 singers, has 
done three sustainers a week on WJR 
since resumption of regular Ford 
Hour this fall. Biz placed by Aitken- 
Kynett, Philadelphia. 

WJR has also sold three of Jimmy 
Stevenson’s weekly newscasts to 
Tivoli Brewing Co. for 52 weeks. 
Other half of six-times weekly sched- 
ule is bankrolled by Dodge motor 
cars. Latter has sponsored Steven- 
son for many months and, despite 
the iron-clad contract, WJR per- 
mited Dodge to withdraw as sponsor 
for three weeks during the recent 
84-day Chrysler auto strike which 
shut Dodge plants. 


WTMJ Held Back Ballyhoo 
On Armstrong System 
For Dealers’ Christmas 








Milwaukee, Jan. 16. 


Although WTMJ, the Milwaukee 
Journal station, leased space a 
coupla months ago atop the Wiscon- 
sin Tower and began installing elab- 
orate equipment for Armstrong Fre- 
quency Modulation broadcasting, 
squawks from the Radio Trade asso- 
ciation, whose dealers were loaded 
up with Christmas radios of the old 
type, prevented any local publicity 
being given the innovation until 
after the holidays. Now, however, 
with actual broadcasts about to be- 
gin, the news has had to come out, 
and both newspaper space-and pic- 
tures are being given the New Mira- 
cle of Radio. 

Officials of WTMJ, while anxious 








to promote the new type broadcasts, 
are approaching the subject some- 
what gingerly, emphasizing the fact 
that F-M is in somewhat of an ex- 
perimental stage, and suggesting that 
listeners interested in hearing the 
new system do not purchase a re- 
ceiver made to receive only FM pro- 
grams, but purchase a combination 
set for the reception of both this type 
of broadcast and also the amplitude 
modulation programs with which 
they are now familiar. 





Portland Trying F-M. 
Portland, Me., Jan. 16. 
WGAN, the Press Herald-Evening 
Express station here, is all ready to 
go ahead with construction of Fre- 
quency Modulation rig as soon as 
Washington comes through with final 
permission. Station at present is on 
640 with KFI, Los Angeles, and is 
forced to pull switches when the sun 
sets on the Coast sender’s radiator. 
Armstrong outfit will enable the 
local part-timer to continue studio 
activities all night, provided a suf- 
ficient quantity of listeners will go 
out and buy the special receivers re- 
quired. 





Doolittle Heads Modulationists 


Hartford, Jan. 16. 
Franklin M. Doolittle, prexy of 
WDRC, has been named a member of 
the board of directors of the newly 
formed Frequency Modulation Broad- 
casters, Inc, 





Bill Hylan Mending 
Bill Hylan, on the sales staff of 
Radio Sales, Inc., CBS subsid, is on 
the mend in Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y., 
from an appendix operation. 





Max Wylie Recalls Former Government Broadcasts 
as ‘Inert Bores’—’Taint So Any More 





Washington, Jan. 16. 

Pride of government educators in 
raising standards of their radio 
broadcasts from being ‘the most 
inert bores on the air’ to a rating in 
Max Wylie’s anthology, ‘The Best 
Broadcasts of 1938-1939," was ex- 
pressed last week by the United 
States Department of the Interior. 

High praise for the department's 
weekly conservation .adio program, 
‘What Price America,’ occasioned 
considerable back-patting among the 
staff and a shower of bouquets for 
Bernard C. Schoenfeld, chief script 
writer; Lou Hazam, script writer, 
and Shannon Allen, director of the 
radio section—all of whom shared 
in production of the program. 

Quoting from Wylie’s comments 
on the progress of government in 
radio, Interior Department chiefs 
preened themselves because the ex- 
pert said that a great change in the 
quality of Fed broadcasts had oc- 
curred during the past few years, 
to wit: ‘For years most of the pro- 
grams consisted of interviews be- 
tween an announcer and the head of 
one or another of the numerous gov- 
ernment agencies, and whereas these 
programs from time to time cone 
tained information that was of some 
benefit to the public, they also had 
the distinction to be the most inert 
bores on the air. There were no 
showmen in this branch of radio. 
There are some today, and what 
they have been able to do with the 
medium has been a very gratifying 
thing to watch.’ 

Wylie particularly praised Shane 
non Allen; John W. Studebaker, 
Commissioner of Education, and 
Morse Salisbury, Chief of the Divi- 
sion of Information of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Said they had 
‘stopped dramatazing material that js 
not dramatizable’ and that they had 
employed dramatists—‘not research 
men’—to write their dramatic pro- 
grams. 

Other government-sponsored 
propaganda programs lauded by 
Wylie were ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ 
‘Treasures Next Door,’ ‘The World 
Is Yours,’ ‘Americans All—Immi- 
grants All,” ‘Democracy in Action,’ 
‘Brave New World’ and ‘Education 
in the News.’ 


SUES SPONSOR 
FOR POWDERING 
SCRIBNER 


WOR, New York, filed suit against 
William Irving Hamilton, Inc., and 
Ramsdell, Inc., in the N. Y. Federal 
court Monday (15) in connection 
with an alleged walkout on a time 
and program contract. The station 
is asking damages of $25,874. Talent 
involved was Jimmy Scribner's 
‘The Johnson Family.’ 

WOR claims that after a run of 
39 weeks the maker of a scalp cream 
renewed the program for another 20 
weeks, ending Dec. 8, 1939, but it 
elected to quit on Sept. 19, 1939. 











Pearce Using Vauders 





Al Pearce is turning to vaudeville 
personalities of yesteryear for his 
guests. 

He will introduce a different one of 
these acts each week on his Dole 
program over CBS, starting Jan. 24. 





Lily Pons will be guest-inter- 
viewee on the Sherwin-Williams 
‘Metropolitan Auditions’ program 





It took place last Thursday (11). 


Sunday (21), but won't sing. 
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Bigger ’n’ Better Rumors 





AFRA FEES IN 
TRANSCRIPTION 
BIZ 


Following is the proposed Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists wage 
scale for transcriptions. Schedule, 
tentatively approved by the national 
poard, is being considered by the 
locals, whose recommendations will 
be brought into conformity by the 
co-ordinating committee, after which 
the completed code will be submit- 
ted to the membership. When com- 
plete and approved, it will be pre- 
sented to the networks (and agen- 
cies and sponsors) for negotiation. 


ACTORS 


15 MINUtES. we cececcccvceveccces $15 
30 minutes. ....ccccccccvcsveccece 25 
60 Minutes... ccccceccccccscccce 35 


Rehearsals $6 per hour, 


SINGERS 


(Groups of nine or more voices) 
15 MINUTES. oc covvenccvevccccenes $14 
30 MiINnUteS. wecccccccccccccccoce 16 
45 MINUt|™NS. ccrcccsccesceccccccs 18 
60 MRITUGES . co ccvedsoccsececenes 20 

Rehearsals $4 per hour. 

(Groups of five to eight voices) 


NBC officials had to contend 
with another rumor last week. 
Also its source and purpose had 
them considerably puzzled, Ac- 
cording to this latest rumor a 
deal had just been consummated 
for Mutual to take over the blue 
network. NBC got its first 
checkup query Thursday after- 
noon (11) and treated it as a 
gag until the next morning when 
the press associations started 
calling on the same topic. 

It was decided not to issue a 
denial in the form of a general 
release, but callers were told 
that if they so elect the network 
would furnish them with a de- 
nial statement. 


TRENDLE SIGNS 
AFRA TERMS 


ee 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 

After months of negotiations, Am- 
erican Federation of Radio Actors 
obtained its first Detroit contract last 
week when George W. Trendle, prez 
of WXYZ here, affixed his signature 
to a pact which goes into effect Feb. 1. 
Numerous provisions, chiefly dealing 











15 minuteS......scceccceccecese $24] With pay raises and adjustments, are 
30 minutes.........eesseeeeeeee 28) cOntained in the 15-page contract 
MD SHIMUILOB. Cevcc cs crcves esseses 32; Which covers actors, announcers, 
GO minutes..........ceeee coscce 36 vocalists and sound men. 


Emily Holt, AFRA’s national ex- 
ecutive secretary, came here from 
New York to wind up the negotia- 
tions, which had been carried on 
since November by Major Holmes, 
AFRA national representative, and 


Rehearsals $4 per hour, : 
(Groups of two to four voices) 


15 MED, -cinavevendeeebeneabe $30 | 


30 MUDUGOS. « cccccosesesveesoese 35 
45 WRIIOE, . cd becccessccescoece 40 





GO minutes.......c.scccccccece 49 : 
pg by Gwen DeLany, executive secre- 
Retest) $5 per hour. re i eter te of the Detroit Local. 
SOLOISTS Holmes moved into the South on! 
PTO 6 caivaied sed oe ee eoese $40 | other AFL activities following com- 
PE ITENIE 5 /615,.56:6)6.916-6:0 Ow 8/0:8:050 eee 950] pletion of contract details, and Miss 
WES 6 ibe ccseces eseeeee 60) DeLany or some national AFRA 
@ minutes..........cce0- eeseee 70 | executive will conduct the forthcom- 
Rehearsals $6 per hour. ing negotiations with WWJ and WJR 


| here. 
Trendle signed the pact after the 
Detroit local okayed its contents and 
after he himself had appeared be- 


WPEN, PHILADELPHIA, noaved is cont 
PCKETED BY ARWA[S:3.\732" ste bees nee 


| merous actors at WXYZ the biggest 
; | break, their pay in the case of the 
Philadelphia, Jan. 16. | ‘tone Ranger’ dramas being tripled. 
The American Federation of Mu- | Sesser wage boosts are provided for 
sicians started picketing WPEN 0n | jn the cases of station’s other major 
Sunday (14) after the 10-man house! gramas, both local and network. 
band was dropped by the station in| yinimum salary for staff actors and 
a dispute over terms Of a new CON-| actresses is set at $48 per week of 
tract. The picketing was a repetition | 25 hours. Rehearsals will be paid 
of a similar action taken by the | ¢or in many cases, while not in other 
union last October, but this time the ‘instances, and vacations with pay 
musicians weren’t supported by) 4+. provided for. 
members of the American Communi- Under the new pact, announcers 
cations Association, which called out | will receive a minimum weekly 


announcers, technicians, etc. on the | stinend of $50, with additional pay 











last occasion and forced the station 
off the air for nearly two days. 

The ACA, affiliated with the CIO, 
yesterday (Mon.) voted unanimously 
to stay on the job, on the grounds 
that the picket line was ‘unwar- 
ranted.” The Musicians Union is 
Claiming that dropping of its mem- 
bers constitutes a ‘lockout.’ The 
union wants WPEN to spend $27,000 
for its yearly music bill, a $5,000 re- 
duction from last year’s band budget. 
Officials of the station said their last | 
Offer is $15,000. 





WDRC’s Fortnight 
. Hartford, Jan. 16. 
With activities between the Ameri-| 
can Federation of Musicians and the 
Troadcast industry at a stalemate, | 


/week obtained its first contract with 
!a Detroit 


2, in Hotei Book-Cadillac here to 
‘raise funds for treasury. 


| provided for coast-to-coast network 
|commercials and for other commer- 


.VARIETY 29 








NEARLY 100 STATIONS SOLD 





TOP SALE OF Wd 


Many Stations Sold Merely 
on Premise New Owner 
Assume Liabilities — 
Hearst Properties Got 
Good Prices 








WSB OVER KNX 





Washington, Jan. 16. 


New record price for broadcasting 
property was’ established when 
James M. Cox took over WSB, At- 
lanta, last month, the House Ap- 
propriations Committee revealed this 
week. Customary annual tabulation 
of sales showed the Journal’s outlet 
was sold for $1,826,125, topping Co- 
lumbia’s payment for KNX, Los An- 
geles, by approximately $600,000. 

Out of almost 100 transactions dur- 
ing 1939, only 10 plants had a tag of 
$100,000 or more, the FCC reported. 
Some of the prices were surprisingly 
low, and there were numerous deals 
where the purchaser got the station 
merely by agreeing to assume all 
liabilities. Outstanding payments 
were: 

KROW, Oakland, $107,984; KTAT, 
Fort Worth, $101,570; WMBC, De- 
troit, $125,000; WPEN, Philadelphia, 
$160,000; KEHE, Los Angeles, $400,- 
000; KOMA, Oklahoma City, $315,- 
000; KTSA, San Antonio, $300,000; 
WFBM, Indianapolis, $450,000, and 
WKRC, Cincinnati, $320,000. 


Hearst Prices Good 


The review showed that William 
Randolph Hearst in general got good 
prices for the properties which he 
disposed of in the past year. For 
example the $315,000 tag on KOMA 
was more than three times the re- 
placement cost of fixed assets and 
almost eight times the total claimed 
value of both tangibles and in- 
tangibles. The price on WACO, $50,- 
000, was five times the total claimed 
worth. In getting rid of KEHE, Los 
Angeles, Hearst received $80,000 
more than the claimed value, but 
unloaded a property which lost $126,- 
069 in a 12-month period. Tabula- 
tion showed KOMA had a profit of 
$44,160 in the previous year, KTSA 
earned $102,737 in 3042 months, and 
WACO netted $4,018 in a year. 

The figures revealed WSB was 
one of the best money-makers which 
changed hands. Net earnings for 
previous year were given as $152,- 
318. A profit of $158,248 was shown 
for the KGW-KEX combination un- 
loaded by the Portland Oregonian in 
settling an estate. The net for 
WCAU, Philadelphia, shifted from 





| cial shows which are aired for more 


than five times weekly. Substantial | 
wage boosts are also set up for sta- 
tion’s vocalists and sound men, | 
although less in most cases than | 
those for actors and announcers. | 
Vacations with pay are also provided 
for announcers, vocalists. and sound 
men. 





Detroit, Jan. 16. 
Detroit local of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Actors, which last 


station, WXYZ, will 
sponsor a Radio Artists ball, March 


WDRC Friday night tentatively re- | 


newed its agreement with the mu-| Benny Kyte’s WXYZ studio band 
sicians’ union local for a two-week | Will provide music for affair, and 
Period. Ensemble had been given! ether performers from New York, 
notice that at the expiration of their; Chicago and other cities are ex- 
Contract Friday (12) they were | pected to attend. 
Trough, 
Arrangement made between Henry M ; 
Zaccardi, union business agent, P e & G. Serials Shifted 
& Gamble 
its serials this 








and station. 


| 








switches a 
Monday 


° Procter 

Courboin Organ Support ‘couple of 

° | (22), The ‘Right to Happiness’ goes 

For Lawrence Tibbett |from the NBC-blue (10:15-10:30 a.m.) 

Dr. Charles M. Courboin, former |to Columbia (1:30-1:45) and ‘This 

oncert organist on the Mutual net- | Day Is Ours,’ now in the latter spot, 
Work, has been lined up by RCA | will take the former's place. 





Victor for a special series of re- | 
Sordings with Lawrence Tibbett. | 
aritone will do classic oratorios | 


or the pancakes, 


On the same day Campbell Soup 


one corporation to another, both 
owned by the same group, was $285,- 
825. 


Ed East Piano Lessons 
Replace High Brow 
‘Think You Know Music’ 


San Antonio, Jan. 16. 

San Antonio Music Co. is bank- 
rolling 13-week series of transcribed 
program featuring Ed East at the 
piano and other guest artists. Pro- 
gram will give away booklets on how 
to get hot on the piano strictly by 
ear. Account was handled direct 
and will replace highbrow ‘So You 
Think You Know Music’ sustainer 
from CBS. 

KTSA is launching ‘Your Home’ 
program for Spencer-Saur Lumber 
Co. of this city. Includes _ phil- 
osophy, poems and household hints 
by Frank Stewert. No agency. 

On Monday, Jan. 15, ‘Dearest 
Mother’ will be heard three times 
weekly through the Lone Star Chain 
in the interests of Universal Mills, 
makers of Gold Chain Flour. Couch- 
man advertising agency placed. 











Rabbi Aaron Kronenberg, who 





starts Bess Flynn in a new serial, 
‘Life Begins,’ on CBS, 11:15-11:30 
a.m.. 


runs station WARD, Brooklyn, to 
Miami Beach for six weeks. 


WSB, ATLANTA, | 


Play, Then Name, Tune 


Hartford, Jan. 16, 

WDRC has instituted a policy 
change in respect to the an- 
nouncement of all musical selec- 
tions played over that station. 
Numbers are to be played first | 
and identification given at their | 
completion. Change was made 
Thursday (11). 

According to Program Man- 
ager Walter Haase the change in 
title identification was made as 
a convenience to late comers on 
radio shows. He said that the 
station had always had telephone 
calls asking the identity of a 
number after it had been played 
because the person listening to it 
had tuned in too late to catch 


GENL MOTORS’ 
MILESTONE 
PARTY 


as 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 
An 88-station NBC Blue hookup, 
with WXYZ here piping, aired 30 
minutes of General Motors’ elaborate 
| tete last Thursdsy night (11), cele- 
brating completion of corporation’s 
| 25,000,000th auto since its organiza- 


its title. 
ition in 1908. Future trends of auto- 
| motive industry were given by 
Charles F. Kettering, v.p. in charge 
| of research. 
| Prior to the spiffy ‘March of Men 
and Motors’ pageant, which drew 


D 5,000 persons to Masonic Tempie 
- aude here, GM’s 25,000,000th car was 


-‘run off the Chevrolet assembly line 
—— |in Flint amidst much ceremony and 
driven in a caravan the 50 miles to 
Chicago, Jan. 16. Detroit. Sanwiched between the 
Lewis Allen Weiss and Willard ; factory and pageant ceremonies was 
Brown, of the Don Lee Network, |a banquet attended by veteran em- 
John Shepard, 3rd, of Colonial, and | Ployes of corporation and the brass 
H. K. Carpenter, of WHK and WCLE, | hats of ‘all auto companies. 
Cleveland, were elected last week to; Pageant was most costly ever at- 
Mutual’s board of directors. The tempted by an auto company, bar- 
board, which has been expanded! ring world fair enterprises; the flex- 
from five to nine members, now also ible glass crate, in which the prize 
contains A. J. McCosker, T. C. Strei- car was sealed at end of fete, alone 
bert, E. M. Antrim and Fred Weber. | cost about $8,000. Talent for two- 
An added vice-presidency was cre- hour pageant was imported from 
ated and this went to Weiss. All; New York, Chicago and other cities, 
other officers were re-elected, name- | 2nd included Erno Rapee, who 
ly, MeCosker, chairman of the board;|batoned a 75-piece symph-swing 
W. E. Macfarland, WGN, Chicago, | band; Jan Peerce, who imped Caruso 
president; Streibert, v.p., and An-| in tableaux; Eduard Ossko, who di- 
trim, treasurer and executive secre- rected GM chorus of 250 voices; 
tary. | Peggy Adams, lately with Horace 
The network’s shareholders rati- | Heidt’s band; Joe Jackson and his 
fied the network’s new five-year plan bicycle act; Moore and Revel; Honey 
of operating and the following were | and Hal Abbott, plus a line of 30 
named as a special operating com- | gals. Owen Murphy produced. 
mittee to work with Weber: J. E. 
Campeau, CKLW, Detroit; Hulbert ! 
Taft, WKRC, Cincinnati; Edward 
Wood, Jr.; WGN, Carpenter, Shepard 
and Streibert. One or two reps from 
Mutual outlets not owning stock will 
be appointed later to this committee. 














WFIL Salesmen Unionize, 
Fearing Staff Shakeup 


| Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
Georgia Davidson, WKBN, | Three days after John E. Surrick 


was named sales manager of WF 
Handles Hartford Show 


| members of the sales crew organized 
| and applied to the CIO’s American 

Youngstown, O., Jan. 16, 
Georgia Davidson, for the last two 


|Communications Association for 2 
years program director of WKBN, | 


| charter. 
The WFIL unit is the first union of 
Youngstown, has resigned to join the 
‘Let’s Go to Work’ program heard 


|radio salesmen to be formed in the 
city since WPEN’s sales force tried a 
over the Yankee network from’ similar stunt about two years ago. 
WTIC, Hartford, Conn. 
Behind that lies a tale. Several 


|The latter outlet dropped its sales- 
men shortly after they organized. 
years ago a cOmpany’s representative | Since then Arthur G. Simon, WPEN’s 
visited Youngstown, and Miss David-| general manager, has acted as the 
son arranged for him to run off some | sales staff himself. 
electrical transcriptions at WKBN.| WFIL’s salesmen are said to have 














He was grateful, and a postal friend- 
ship started. When an opening oc- 
curred in the representative’s or- 
| ganization recently, Miss Davidson 
| was notified by phone. She accepted 
| the proposition, and flew to Hartford 
| Jan. 1, 
| Miss Davidson is in charge of pre- 
rehearsing, and presenting 





| paring, 
the dramatization (Fuller Brush Co. 
is sponsor), This program is similar 
to WFMJ's (Youngstown) ‘My 
Prayer Was Answered’ program, 
while the interviews are similar to 
those on WKBN’s ‘I Want a Job’ 
program. Miss Davidson has been 
; hostess, secretary, and program di- 
‘rector of WKBN, and came here after 
| working with KDKA, Pittsburgh. 








formed the union as a protection 
against a reported reshuffling of the 
station’s staff, believed to be in the 
offing. 





‘SOMEWHERE IN TEXAS’ 


G-Man Broadcasts, but Web Can't 
Say From What City ~ 
San Antonio, Jan. 16. 

‘Hunters of Men’ program goes on 
Texas State Network. Edward E. 
Conroy, special agent in charge of 
the Dallas Field Division of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, will 
conduct. 

Restriction placed on the G-man 
program by the Washington head- 


| quarters of the FBI is that the net- 


WNEW Sells Basketball — 


| 





WNEW, New York, last week sold | 
its college basketball games from 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., to 
the Air Conditioning Training Corp. 
Described by Ear] Harper, the games 
had been carried sustaining since 
Dec. 26. Buy was effective with Fri- 
day’s (12) games and runs_ until 
March 5, 

Station also picked up six 15-min. 
periods for the Make-Believe-Ball- 
room,. three going to Grennan 
Bakeries and three to Purity Bakers. 
U. S. Tobacco, in behalf of ‘Model’ 
bought five nightly periods on the 





‘Milkman’s Matinee’ owl recorded 
session, 


work can’t give any publicity to the 
originating point of Conroy’s broad- 
casts. Advance announcements of 
the cities from which the program 
would originate, the Washington 
office pointed out, would give clues 
as to the developments in the cases 
that Conroy may be working on at 
the time. Hence the war-like mys- 


| tery of ‘Somewhere in Texas.’ 





Shell Using Spots 


Shell Oil has okayed an extensive 
spot announcement campaign to be 
placed through J. Walter Thompson. 

It will be out of the agency’s New 
York office. 
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Vital Matters Before FCC in 1940 





RADIO 























Washington, Jan. 16. 
decisions on regulatory 


Major 
policies are in prospect for broad- 


casters in the new year. Beginning 
of 1940 finds the Federal Com- 
munications Commission poised un- 
certainly at what may prove to be 
a most significant fork in the road, 
where the fate and future of the 
entire radio industry will be greatly 
affected. 

At the opening of the year, the 
Commish is set to ponder radio's 
two greatest unknown quantities— 
television and frequency modulation. 
At the same time, the importance of 
forthcoming rulings of the Federal 
courts and the chance that Congress 
will get around at last to overhauling 
the admittedly unsatisfactory 1934 | 
Communications Act, both are of | 
outstanding concern to industry ob- | 
servers on the regulatory front. 


The new year generally is ex- 
pected to go down in radio history 
as possibly the most vital since the 
Government began riding herd on 
the kilocycle users. The answers to 
questions pending will show whether 
the industry is to be subjected to 
stricter Government supervision, or 
if the Federal patrols are forced to 
call in their advance scouts. 


Continuous Strain In '39 


From the viewpoint of the radio 
barristers, who are the buffers for 
both stations and networks, 1939 has 
been a continuous strain, with ex- 
citement, indecision, sommersaults, 
and agitation. Year ended on a far 
more harmonious note than _ it 
opened, however, due chiefly to ap- 
pointment of a new Chairman and 
greater cohesion among the regula- 
tors since his ascension to the 
driver's seat. 


Because of the changed atmos- | 
phere around the Commish, industry | 
front men look ahead through 1940 | 
with more equanimity, even though | 
they concede that judicial actions, | 
possibly legislation, and Commish 
decisions are bound to have a pro- 
found effect on broadcasting. Will- 
ingness to talk things over before- 
hand, as contrasted with past table- 
pounding methods, is the chief | 
improvement. 


- The most vital matter on the new 
year’s docket is the chain-monopoly 
report, which still is rather far 
from completion. Although the 
regulators had hoped to complete 
their studies and recommendations 
by the end of 1939, the turn of the 
calendar finds watchers still waiting 





FCC faction would like to see the, political influences, also looks prob- 


law amended in these respects. 
Renovation in administrative pro- | 


‘cedure looks like another sure 1940 | 


model. Although the Commish has 
been experimenting with one office 
technique after another for the past! 
three years, there remains wide- 





Wattage Tax Again? 


Washington, Jan. 16. 

Forgotten wattage tax idea is 
likely to be dusted off in the 
latest search for means of keep- 
ing down government expendi- 
tures, Without referring directly 
to the idea of charging for broad- 
cast licenses, President Roose- 
velt urged Congress last week 
to ponder the advisability of col- 
lecting for services the Federal 
Government renders’ various 
groups of citizens. He noted 
particularly the possibility of re- 
couping part of the substantial 
outlays for aids to navigation 
and patrolling the waterways, 
activity which is not far re- 
moved from policing the ether. 


Original sponsor of the radio 
fee plan, Congressman Boylan 
of New York, died a couple of 
years ago but members of the 
House Appropriations Commit- 
tee at times have suggested such 
a move. 











spread dissatisfaction with the 
methods now employed. Stream- 
lining has not worked out as agree- 
ably as had been hoped and fore- 
cast, even though dissension has 
diminished and greater speed is 
noticeable. 

Greater clarification of the rules 
of procedure — probably lightening 








costly delay—is hoped for, both 


dicial and further minimizing the 
494464444664 








indication when 
the document will be released. The 
answer to inquiries about possible 
Tegislation hinges directly on the 


findings by the Commission based on , 


approximately six months of public 
hearings, which ended last spring 
after a host of issues had been 
thoroughly discussed. 


Trouble to Come 


While Congressional action prob- | 
ably would be a necessary prelude ! 


to any radical changes, the report 
of the monopoly probers is widely 
expected to lay the groundwork for 
a more stringent regulatory policy. 
Observers are steeled for something 
like a ban on multiple ownership— 


at least within single service areas— | 


and curbs on network operations. 
Biggest conundrum is whether the 
FCC will undertake to write specific 
regulations for chains—which it has 
authority to do under the act as it 
stands—by which radical changes in 
commercial habits will become im- 
perative. From the trend of recent 
decisions, it is easily possible the 
Commish will attempt to exercise 
jurisdiction over network—affiliate 
agreements, particularly relating to 
exclusive service and tying up of 


unused time, on the theory that. 
‘public interest’ demands much closer ' 


scrutiny of such affairs. 
From the chain-monopoly inquiry 
also will come decisions whether 


there is too much duplication of, 
service, resulting in waste of facil- | 


ities, that are bound to have far- 
reaching implications. If the regula- 


tors answer in the affirmative, there | 


will be added emphasis on the 
theory that more and more com- 
petition is the enly way of deriving 
greater benefits from broadcasting. 
A negative decision of course would 
ease the strain and prove a psy- 
chological shot in the arm. 
Anything as drastic as a ban on 
network ownership or management 
of individual stations, a system under 
which chains would be compelled to 
obtain licenses as program distribut- 
ing mediums, or a prohibition on the 
ownerhip of more than one network 
by a single company, will need Con- 
gressional sanction. But a potent 


| Alabama: 





able. 
How Much Authority? 


When cases now on various court 
calendars have been settled, both 
the Commish and the industry will 
have a better idea of how much 
authority and freedom each pos- 
sesses respectively. Important ques- 
tions are before the judiciary, such 
as the right of stations to intervene 
in FCC proceedings in order to pro- 
tect their interests, whether the 
regulators are compelled to deny 
requests that might in any way in- 
jure the revenues and _ business 
prospects of existing transmitters, 
and the degree to which Commish 
decisions are appealable to the 
courts. Several procedural matters 
of dollars-and-cents importance are 
up for determination, notably the 
FCC’s right to order new hearings, 
either on its own initiative or on 
proper motions, with added partici- 
pants, and the extent to which the 
judiciary can in effect direct the 
regulators how to settle contro- 
versies. 

In the field of administrative 
policy, the overshadowing matters 
with which the regulators will be 
concerned in 1940 are the removal 
or continuance of curbs on tele- 
vision and the acceptance of fre- 
quency’ modulation—which threatens 
to junk every existing commercial 
transmitter and receiver—as an ac- 
complished technique. 

The television hearing, at which 
recommended liberalization of pres- 
ent rules will be discussed, is carded 
for this month. Beginning on Mon- 
day (15), regulators will hear what 
licensees think about the suggestion 
that ‘limited commercialization’ be 
permitted by stations engaged in ex- 
perimenting with program problems. 
Principal other question to be 
weighed is the proposed formula for 
distributing wide facilities, a plan 


the financial strain on licensees’ and| under which not more than three 
applicants’ pocket books and ending | channels would be available for use 


in the largest cities and a maximum 


within and outside the FCC. Par-| of 120 full-time plants could be erec- 
tial return to the old ‘examiner | ted in the communities with popula- 
system,’ making the body more ju-|tion topping 100,000. 


From the standpoint of present 


and H. N. Joyce, 
Walker brothers. 





' commercial operators, the frequency 
modulation hearing will be of greater 
,importance, Out of it the Commish 
hopes to get information on which 
to base decisions regarding recogni- 
tion of the Armstrong theory for 
regular operation. Notice of issues 
to be taken up at sessions beginning 


| 
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Feb. 28 includes the effect of broad- 


casting on frequencies above 25,000 


ke on the present ‘standard’ band, 


whether frequency modulation has 


been perfected to the point where 
experimental restrictions should be 
lifted, and numerous technical ques- 


Bigger FCC Staff? 


Washington, Jan. 16. 

More vigorous enforcement of 
communication laws, notably 
closer scrutiny of applications 
and operations is contemplated 
by the FCC in the coming fiscal 
year, President Roosevelt's bud- 
get estimate for the 12 months 
starting July 1, will give the 
regulators funds for badly-need- 
ed personnel, permitting expan- 
sion of administrative work. 

With extra funds—if Congress 
allows them—the Commish in- 
tends to set up an investigation 
division which would deal chief- 
ly with broadcast matters. 

Headquarters staff would be 
increased by 29 additional em- 
ployees, including five attorneys, 
eight engineers and five ac- 





countants. (Top salaries are 
$4,733 for lawyers, $4,800 for 
technicians, and $4,600 for 


economists and statisticians. 








tions that may alter the whole man- 
ner of doing business. 


Barrage of Questions 


Opening of the new decade means 
that broadcasters will be subjected 
to the hottest barrage of questions 
they ever have undergone. In addi- 
tion to the growing curiosity of the 
FCC, the statistics chasers of the 
Census Bureau are on the prowl. 
When the battle is over, however, 
the industry will have the most com- 
plete and informative picture of it- 
self in history. 

Expansion of the FCC’s figure-col- 
lecting activities is possible this year, 
although any move to gather more 
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F. C. C's WASHINGTON DOCKET 
MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Jan. 16. 
Final okay on renewal applications and request 


44444444 


with Charles Price appearing for the 


MINOR DECISIONS 


, for change in hours of operation last week given to James 
R. Doss, Jr., licensee of WIRD, Tuscaloosa. Station, which 
has been operating daytimes only on 1200 ke with 250 waits, 
will be permitted to keep open nights as well, with night 
power of 100 watts. 

Second Alabama application also received final approval. 
New station request of the Opelika-Auburn Hroadcasting 
| Co, of Opelika received the go-ahead signal for 1370 ke with 
| 250 watts days, 100 watts nights. Licensees are Yetta G. 
; Sanford, C. 8S. Shealy, Thomas D, Sanford, Jr., and J. H. Orr. 

Ohio: Change in Commish broadcast regulations resulted 
Wednesday (10) in an okay on the application of Summit 
Radio Corp., Akron, for a new transmitter. Terminating 
nearly three years of effurt on the part of applicant, request 
| slipped through because of the conversion of the frequency 
| 1530 ke into a ribbon for use by standard broadcast stations. 
| Original plea asked for a new ‘special broadcast station’ to 
‘be operated on the frequency but terminology has been 
changed to a standard station. Findings on applicant's 
proposed program of experimentation and research were 
deleted in the opinion and order of last week. 

Application was hotly contested from early in 1937 by WADC, 
Tallmadge, WJW, Akron, and KXBY. ‘Two former stations 
argued that their audience, talent, and revenues would be 
depleted by the addition of a new broadcast service but 
Commish found that the evidence ‘does not substantiate the 


‘claims of economic injury, even if such matters were cog- 
nizable by the Commission.’ 

Station, which will operate on 1530 ke with 1 kw, was 
represented by Louis G. Caldwell, Donald C. Beelar and 
Ralph 8S, Fowler, 

Texas: Change of frequency, increase in power and release 
from time-sharing argreement with WDAH granted last 
week to KTSM, El Paso, on condition that applicant—tTri- 
State Broadcasting Co., Inc.,—surrender for cancellation of 
license of WDAH before assuming the new. assignment. 


Transmitters, both located in El Paso, have been operating 
on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. New 
arrangement will give KTSM a berth on 1350 ke with 600 
watts power. 

Virginia: station for Martinsville 
ended last week with Commish deciding in favor of the 
; Martinsville Broadcasting Co. because of the broadcast 
| experience of the applicants. Request for identical facilities 
—1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days—was made 
by William C. Barnes and Jonas Weiland, co-partners in 
the winning corporation, and J. R. Walker, S. S. Walker 
jand C, FF, Walker, three brothers who incorporated as the 
Patrick Henry Broadcasting Co. Applications were mutally 
exclusive, from an engineering standpoint, and decision was 
‘made on a basis of experience, 

Barnes and Weiland were given the green light because of 


Squabble over a new 


| wide hewspaper experience of the former and fact that 
; Weiland is owner and licensee of WFTC, Kingston, N. (€. 
Barnes is owner of the Daily Bulletin, local rag which 
received high praise from the Commish, Both applicants 
are well-heeled and able to finance construction of the 


| proposed $9,000 transmitter, from which they anticipate an 
annual income of $15,000 even with monthly running ex- 
| penses of $1,225, 
, Walker brothers are in the laundry business, 
business and ice business, respectively, and all 
ample means for construction and operation of a station. 
Estimates were more ambitious—with $16,982 set aside 
for construction, $1,338 listed as monthly operating expenses 
and a yearly take of from $25,000 to $30,000 expected. 

Community, which has no primary radio service at present, 
would be better served by the Barnes-Weiland combo, 
; Commish decided, because both partners have had consider- 
able radio experience and ‘would thus bring to the operation 
of the frequency assigned to Martinsville qualifications not 
possessed by the partners in the application filed by J. R. 
| Walker, S. 8. Walker and C. F, Walker....’ 

Barnes and Weiland were represented by James H. Hanley 


banking 
showed 


California: KARM, Gilbert H. Jertberg, executor of estate 
of George Harm, deceased, Fresno, granted special tempor- 
ary authority to operate KARM pending action on application 
for involuntary assignment of license issued to George 
Harm, for the period ending not later than Oct. 1. 

Illinois: WGIL, Galesburg, present license extended tem- 
porarily from Jan. 1 to March 1, pending determination on 
request for renewal. 

North Carolina: WPTF, Raleigh, granted change tn hours 
of operation from limited to unlimited on 680 ke, using 
directional antenna from sunset at San Francisco. 

Ohio: WTOL, Toledo, present license further extended 
temporarily to Feb, 1, pending determination on renewal 
application, 

Wisconsin: WJMS, Inc., Ashland, granted new station to 
be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts (applicant has 
submitted satisfactory proof of authority to issue capital 
stock proposed to be issued and to do business in the state 


: a APPLIC ATIONS 


Alabama: WBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard, 
boost power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Colorado: KFKA, Greeley, jump night 
watts to 1 kw. 

Florida: WSUN, St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, 
St. Petersburg, jump night juice from 500 watts to 1 kw. 

Illinois: WGES, Chicago, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from T. H. Guyon to T. H. Guyon, H. J. Guyon, 
I.. E. Moulds, Willlam F. Moss, G. T, Dyer and Irene M. 
Cowen (by gift of 10 shares of common stock from = 
Guyon to his sister, Irene M. Cowen); Helen L. Walton & 
Walter Bellatti, Jacksonville, new station to be operated 
days only on 1150 ke with 250 watts. 

lowa: KMA, May Seed & Nursery Co., Shenandoah, volun- 
tary assignment of license to May Broadcasting Co. 


Huntsville, 


power from 600 


_— WIBW, Topeka, jump night juice from 600 watts 
tr) kW, 
Mississippi: Birney Imes, Columbus, new station to be 


operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts; WSKB, McComb Broad- 
casting Corp.,McComb, increase power from 100 to 250 watts. 

_New Hampshire: WNBX, Twin State Broadcasting Corp., 
Keene, increase power to 5 kw. 

New York: WJTN, Jamestown, authority to transfer con- 
trol of corporation from Harry (, Wilder to Jay E. Maxon, 
1,010 shares common stock and 120 shares preferred; WNEW, 
W odaam Corp., New York, jump night power from 1 to 5& 
kw; WGNY, Courier Publishing Co., Newburgh, change cor- 
porate name to WGNY Broadcasting (Co., Ine, 
North Dakota: KLPM, John B. Cooley, Minot, 
night power from 500 watts to 1 kw. 


increase 


Ohio: The Valley Broadcasting (Co., Steubenville, new 
station to be operated on 1319 ke with 250 watts, specified | 
hours; WMAN, Richland Ine., change hours of operation 


from days to unlimited, with 250 watts; WPAY, Vee Bee Corp., 
Portamouth, increase power from 100 to 250 watts. 
Oregon: KMED, Mra W. J. Virgin, Medford, increase night 


power from 259 watts to 1 kw; KOAC, Oregon State Agri- | 


cultural College, Corvaltia, jump juice from 1 to 6 kw. 
Puerto Klean: Muerto Mieco Advertining Co., Inc., Arecibo, 
hew station ta te uperated on 1200 ke with 250 watts. 
Texans: KYYO. Lubbock, increnue night power from 100 to 
250 watts; KNKS., O . Burns, Hrady, boost night power 
from 160 to 260 watta; I. KMasley Waggoner, Greenville, new 
slation to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts. 


Utah: KEUN, WMastern Utah Broadcasting Co., Price, in- 
crease power from 100 to 250 watta. 
Washington; KWLK, Longview, change frequeney from 


780 to 1370 ke and hours of operation from days to unlimited, 
using 250 watts. 

by quagae WIBA, Madison, increase night power from 1 
ti) Ww. 


= 
dope depends on how Congr 
the _Tequest for more ener ae 
clerical help, but even if the staft ig 
not increased, licensees must turn in 
more detailed information than," 
before. The purpose in calling for 
reams Of statistics is to equip th 
FCC better for reaching basic de. 
cisions about regulatory policies. 2 

Annual questionnaires calling fo 

auch financial data will go out to 
every station within the next couple 
of weeks, it is expected. While much 
effort has been spent in revising the 
forms, no great innovations will be 
found in the blanks. Information re. 
quested is pretty much the same as 
operators had to furnish in 1939 anq 
1938, although the way in which it is 


tered. Emphasis has been placed on 
simplification, with the FCC account. 
ants confident they have met most 
objections heard in the past two 
years from harrassed station book. 
keepers and clerical workers. 

The outstanding change in the FCC 
quiz is separation of program dope 
from financial info. So that station 
staffs will not be swamped and the 
load can be more evenly distributed 
the Commish will send out separate 
sets of blanks. The program ques- 
tionnaire probably will be some 
weeks behind the demand for fiscal 
facts, since its form even now is not 
definitely decided. Stumbling block 
is. the choice of terminology. 

Frequent conferences are center- 
ing around the program inquiry. 
With the industry handicapped by 
lack of any uniform definition for 
the various classifications, FCC ac- 
countants are trying to reconcile the 
conflicts between station and net- 
work managements and the various 
Government authorities. At the mo- 
ment, the Commish crew is waiting 
on the Office of Education for sug- 
gestions. and comments, since Dr. 
John .W. Studebaker’s outfit wants 
considerable data for use of the 
| pedagogs. 

Uniform Log 

The program quiz probably will be 
more comprehensive than ever and 
is likely to lead to some sort of uni- 
form log. As things stand, what one 
manager regards as ‘educational’ an- 
other lists as ‘news,’ or ‘public 
events,’ or ‘religious.’ Similar dif- 
ficulty in classifying the different 
| types of musical programs. In ask- 





ing for such dope, the FCC account- 
ants hope to reduce the bewilder- 
| ment which troubled station staffs 
j in the past, for any improvement in 
| definitions naturally will increase 
| the ‘value and usefulness of the re- 
| sponses. 

One more to ease the load on sta- 
tions is the result of closer coordina- 
tion between the FCC and the Cen- 
/sus Bureau. In asking for figures 

on station employment, both Feder- 
,al outfits will use the same week, 
| that of Oct. 15. Felt this will give a 
| better picture, since it will reflect 
| the increased business with the fall- 
| winter upturn and end of daylight 
| time without giving an exaggerated 

idea based on either the peak or the 
| dullest spots. Figures collected for 
one agency will do for the other. 

| Better cooperation between thesé 
agencies benefits the industry in the 
/'same way along another line. Be- 
cause its figures have been subject 
| to challenge in the past, the Census 
| Bureau will not call for much data 
| that would duplicate the FCC’s in- 
|quiry. Employment figures will be 
(all that broadcasters must furnish 
| the Census enumerators. No ques- 
| tions will be fired in connection with 
| the Census of Business or Census of 
| Manufacturers relating to business 
| volume, expenses, payrolls, etc. Nor 
will broadcasting be included this 
|time—as it was very sketchily in 

1933 and 1935—in the Census of 
| Amusements. 


Wide Benefits 


Both broadcasters and agencies, 
|} along with potential sponsors, will 
benefit widely from the 1940 popu- 
lation count. In the past three or 
four years the absence of basic in- 
formation needed in planning mar- 
keting campaigns, checking cover- 
age, and perfecting promotion ideas 
has been increasingly appreciated. 
When the 1930 count was made, 
radio still was a relative infant, 5° 
that the info broadcasters later de- 
sired was not accumulated, or was 
lumped confusingly in the flood 0 
reports. This time attention will bé 
‘paid to getting data which all 








| branches of radio—from advertiser 
to station salesman—desire and in 4 
form they can use, 

The 1940 census will be the most 
| ambitious ever conducted by the 
Government. Besides the usual info 
| about the residence, nationality, 48° 
‘and parentage of the people, je 
'Census Bureau nose-counters wil 


make numerous novel studies. Such ¢ 
'as the check on employment 4? 
family income, matters of gre 
| nificance to economists and 
;a direct 
| power, 


at slg 
having 


bearing on purchasiné 


classified and segregated has been al. - 
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UBS NETWORK SWEEPS 


ALL MAJOR “FIRSTS” IN 1940! 


CBS enters 1940 breaking all 
major radio records; leading 
all networks in audience and 


advertisers’ acceptance. 


These tangible records, today, 
reflect the “intangibles’ that 
have so long been associated 
with Columbia...the intangibles 
of service, of performance, 
of action; the basic contribu- 
tions which CBS has made to 
radio in twelve vigorous years. 


By these things the leadership 
of a network is measured. 








= 
AU DIENCE: CAB figures show that CBS dominates 


the audience in the “major battle-ground of network competi- 
tion.”’ They show CBS with a consistently stronger schedule than 
any other network from 6:00 to 11:00 in the evening—winning 
the largest audiences for CBS clients (against all competition) in 
78 of the total evening quarter hours seven days a week; against 
31 quarter-hour “firsts” for the second network; and 7 for the 
third; 34% more for CBS than for both others combined! This 
CBS leadership is just as definite between 8:00 to 10:00 PM. 
alone—the most tensely competitive hours in radio—when again 


CBS wins more “‘firsts”? than both other networks combined. 


& 
F ACILITI ES: CBS caps the swiftest technical rise in 


radio history with more high-powered U.S. stations, in 1940, 
than any other network —a total of sixteen CBS 50,000 watt sta- 
tions. But that’s not all. In the past twenty-four months 91 CBS 
stations made major technical improvements which increase 
their service-areas without increasing wattage; and a total of 45 


CBS stations directly increased their wattage as well. 


* 
ADVERTISING ws CBS now carries a larger volume 


of business than any other network; the largest volume ever 
carried by any network in the history of radio. And CBS, con- 
sistently from October through December, 1939, carried the 
largest volume of business ever carried by any network in any 


one month or in any quarter of any year. 


COLUMBIA 


PACE SETTER FOR THE NETWORKS 
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RUMORS FLY AS FCC CAN’T SEEM 10 PIN"... 
DOWN SALISBURY ‘STAGE MONEY’ FACTS 


Wednesday, January 17, 1919 


NEW ORLEANS 
MOVE BY IBEW 




















eral Mills’ prez, addressed the 
Advertising Club of Minne- 
apolis Wednesday (10) noon, he 
answered, among other pencilled 
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questions: ‘What are your ideas P ANELMEN 
venture came after the hearing pec and opinions on fee versus com- 
Where the Finances Came From Is as Hard to a Stearns and Gum had a falling out. | mission basis for advertising 
They laid their troubles before him| agencies.’ es 
as the Pea Under the Walnut Shells — Call and he told Gum th best thing | Midway in the reading, E. R. 
| was to get paid off and pull out of ; Champion, club prexy, sitting New Orleans, Jan. 16, 


Lawyers Into FCC’s Private Chambers 


Washington, Jan. 16. 
Stern attitude of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission in the case 
of the missing money for construc- 
tion of WSAL, Salisbury, Md., was 
revealed Friday (12) following wild- 
fire reports that some sort of serious 


“action impends against principals in 


the matter in which the regulators 
have threatened a license revocation. 
With the hearing on show-cause 
order suddenly interrupted, the en- 
tire Commission huddled secretly to 
hear former Senator Clarence C. 
Dill and his law associates, James 
W. Gum, give a heart-to-heart ex- 
planation of their part in the tangled 
affair. As far as the official record 
in the open proceeding is concerned, 
however, the regulators still don’t 
know in which walnut shell hides 
the evasive pea. 


What happened behind the closed 


doors was not disclosed, although 
sweet and pleasant. No ultimatums 
or threats were hurled, industry 
listeners heard, although there are 
repeated rumors that the whole in- 
cident will be turned over to the 
Federal District Attorney. Mutter- 


ings of prosecution for perjury and, 


possibility of a disbarment trial kept 
the radio barristers excited through- 
out the week. Interest’ was height- 
ened by the unusual move of calling 
Gum and Dill into the sanctum at a 
time when a semi-judicial proceeding 
is in progress and before any judg- 
ment has been rendered on the ques- 


tion of whether there was:a viola-. 


tion of either the 1934 statute or the 
regulations. 


The hushed-up quiz came after 


a brief hearing Thursday (11) at’ 


intently for the second time about 
some of his financial transactions. 
Suspicion has been hinted that he 
provided the money which Gum al- 
legedly had deposited in a local bank 
by Glenn D. Gillett, consulting engi- 
neer, as evidence of financial re- 


‘sponsibility and which Frank W. 


Stearns, ostensible ‘owner,’ said was 
his own savings. 
terlude, Commissioner Thad _ H. 
Brown continued the proceeding for 
another week. 


Repeating the story he told several 


days earlier, Dill was unable to ex- ' 


plain exactly why he had large 
amounts of cash in his possession 
around the time when the hearing 
on the Stearns application for con- 
struction papers took place. He re- 
peated bis prior explanation of re- 


‘lations with Gum, who says he bor- 


rowed money from the senator to 
help pay for a house he purchased 


one version was that everything was ©?incidentally. 


Gum, who came into his office in 
1935, often had cases of his own, 
Diil testified, and was compensated 
for the business which he handled 
that was of a joint nature. Drawing 


account ran around $125 monthly, 


the former legislator said, but Gum 
received fees from clients with 
whom Dill had no connection. 
Maintaining he knew ‘very little’ 
about the WSAL matter, Dill said 
he had seen Stearns around the office 
a ‘great deai’ before and at the 


, time of the aitempt to obtain FCC 


consent to erect the local trans- 
mitter in rural Maryland. He added 
that Stearns, former gasoline station 
proprietor, never 
ready cash. 


Dill told the Commish that his 


which Senator Dill was questioned only direct contact with the WSAL 
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After the brief in- | 


seemed to lack ; 


ithe matter, Dill said. 


The ex-solon 
shared the $1,500 fee paid his office 
associate and could not recall ever 
talking with Stearns except at the 
time of the row. He also denied he 
ever talked with Gillett, who claims 
, that Gum was the moving spirit of 

the entire enterprise and who has 
| sworn he not only received money 
from, but made a loan to the lawyer. 

Most of the questioning was about 
two checks which Dill turned in at 
a local bank soon after the original 
hearing. One, dated May 19, 1937, 
' was for $4,000, and the other, dated 
nine days later, was for $2,500. 
Previously it was shown that Dill | 
had loaned Gum $3,500. Fact that 
these amounts add up to $10,000— 
the sum which Gillett says Gum | 


handed to him for deposit a couple | 


insisted he never | 


| next to Davis at the head table, 
did a pratt fall off his chair. 

’ Davis turned, looked down at 
Champ, who was reassembling 
himself and quipped: ‘You're 
not in the advertising agency 
business, are you?’ 
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'Wismer of WJR, | Detroit, 











Detroit, Jan. 16. 
| Mary Elizabeth Bryant, 
Henry Ford, will wed Harry Wismer, | 
sportcaster at WJR here, early this 
| spring. Engagement party held last 
|' week by Mrs. Henry Ford in Dear- 
| born. 
| Wismer, who’s also secretary to G. 
| A. (Dick) Richards, presidént of the 
Detroit Lions pro football team, does 


To Marry Ford’s Niece | 


New Orleans local of the Inter. 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers this week requested work. 
ing agreements from three New Or. 
leans radio stations. Stations af- 
| fected by the move are WDSUL 
| controlled by Joseph Uhalt: WSMB, 
controlled by Saenger Theatres: 
| Paramount- -Richards combine, and 
'WNOE, controlled by State Senator 
James A. Noe. 


Station managements were pre- 
sented with a tentative working 





niece of .agreement which the union would 


like to have accepted. Included in 
the plan are provisions for a closed 
shop, 40-hour week, with minimum 
engineer salaries proposed at $49.50 
per week, with chief engineers 
check hovering around $69. Plan 
also calls for engineers at studio 
control panel. Studio announcers at 


of days before the hearing—is of ; the ‘Inside of Sports’ show over WJR, WDSU and WNOE have handled 


considerable significance in the eyes ' 


of the Commish. The former law- 
maker thought some of the money 
_was cash he had drawn to buy some 
bonds he never got around to ac- 


quiring and another part of it might | 
the | 


have been a sum he was on 
verge of investing in a business en- 
terprise that fizzied. 


which he pointed out were dated 
after the hearing—were for bank 
drafts, since they were made out to 
the bank where he kept his funds 
and had a safe deposit box. 

Only other witness last week was 
Lillian McClain, secretary to Gillett. 


‘She identified sheets from a desk | 


engagement pad bearing reminders 
about ‘conference with Gum’ back 
in April, 1937, at the time her boss 
says he received $10,000 in big bills 


_loan of $1,500. The secretary testi- 
fied that one of the notations was in| 
her hand-writing, but was not! 
quizzed about conversaticns Gillett | 
claimed to have had with Gum or 


| other circumstances which her boss | 


| has related. 
| With the WSAL case dragging out, 
| the Commish postponed hearings on 
license renewal 


| St. Albans, Vt., called following dis- | 
| closure that Gillett. also had a previ- 
| ously undisclosed interest 
| management of these transmitters. 


He also sur- | 
mised that the two May checks— 


from the lawyer and also made a | 


applications of | 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, and WQDM, | 


grid season did play-by-play of all 


U. of Michigan (Chevrolet) and De- ! 


troit Lions games (Wheaties). With, 
Richards, who’s also prez of WJR, ill ' 


club fell on shoulders of Wismer. 


Frasetto Gets WIP Baton 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
Joe Frasetto is set to replace 





Clarence Fuhrman as house maestro | 
at WIP. Frasetto’s nine-man band | 


leaves Benny-the-Bum’s nitery on 


Friday (19) to begin its radio stint. | 


Benjamin Fogelman, operator of 
‘The Bum’s,” released Frasetto from 
{his contract in order that the band- 


leader could take the radio job, con- | 


sidered a plum here by musicians. 


stuff to counteract the swing to be 
_ dished out by the newly organized | 
-erew of Joey Kearns which opens, 
at WCAU tomorrow (Wed). 

Leo Zollo, currently at the Rain- 
bow Terrace in Stratford, Pa., 
move into Frasetto’s spot at Fogel- 
man’s club. 





George Wheeler, 


in California during the past year,’ WWL. 
much of the direction of the Lions ‘The st 


six nights weekly and during the studio controls in. past. 


Group at first was said to have 
practically 100% membership among 
{all New Orleans stations. However, 
,no agreement was presented to 
the Loyola University station. 
ation’s 14 engineers suddenly 
| withdrew from the picture. 
| New Orleans organizer represent- 
ing national body affiliated with 
|American Federation of Labor is O. 
A. Walker, New Orleans’ group 
chartered as Local 1,139. 

Agreements, if accepted would 
mean substantial hike in station ex- 
penditures. At present, engineers 
are receiving from a low of $20 a 
week to a high of $35. Acceptance 


iwill also mean employment for at 


Fuhrman’s band has been signed , 
iby KYW and will specialize in sweet | 


will' has given its amateur 


WRC-WMAL ' the mc. 


| least seven additional engineers to 
take over studio control panels now 
handled by announcers. 





SALISBURY, MD., AMS. GO ON 
Salisbury, Md., Jan. 16. 

Philadelphia Dairy Products (Dolly 
Madison and Aristocrat ice creams) 
show, ‘What 
Can You Do”’ on WSAL another re- 
|newal, which starts the program on 
| its third year. J. Roy McLennan is 
and the show originates 


| Washington announcer, upped to the from the stage of the Arcade the- 


| Production Department. 


| formerly of WDBJ, Roanoke, Va.. 


Wheeler | atre. 
in the | will be replaced by Roger Von Roth, | 


Schenck agency, of Newark, has 
the account. 











Says VARIETY, in awarding 
showmanship plaque 


| -»-» and what a community! 
All this is KTSA’s community 
27°/, of Texas’ total population 


2 Some quick facts: 





é 


Mi H 





$150,000,000. 
@ 82,731,423 barrels of 


j @ Bonus market of 
Army men. 





@ 500 factories with $26,000,000 pay- 
rolls, selling $60,000,000 worth of 
merchandise in trade area. 


@ Agricultural income for area is 


oil annually. 


11,000 U. &. 








San Antonio, Texas 





KTSA 


in 200 miles. 





Howard H. Wilson, National Representative 


‘nation’s most community 
minded station 


= ae 
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Says VARIETY: 
rate cards cannot indicate the importance 
of the station’s standing in its own com- 
munity.” And, in awarding KTSA the cov- 
eted community service plaque VARIETY 
underlined the significant part this south- 
western station is taking in the develop- 
ment of its community. To show the in- 
terest the community takes in KTSA, it 
carries 357% more locally-sponsored pro- 
grams than the next station. 
west sales spot KTSA, the only CBS outlet 


The station with the 5,000 watt 
rate doing a 50,000 watt job 
550 kilocycles 


TY. 
F WORTH, ,PALLAS 





“Standard radio maps and 


For South- 
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_ geveloped one of its most involved 
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Phone Company Denies Making Error 





‘Pot o’ Gold’ Uproar Involves Station-to-Station Call 
With a Changed Number—Man Hires Lawyer 





Albany, Jan. 16, 
The controversial it-is-it-isn’t-a- 
lottery program, ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ has 


complications in this area. News- 

pers have carried extensive space 
on the claim of Cornelius C. Dumont, 
of Albany, that he won the $1,000 
prize, but, through somebody’s mis- 
take, was hornswoggled ont of it. | 
The dispute is producing plenty of 
talk, but whether it’s good or bad 
publicity is as questionable as other 
facets of the program. 

A story in Hearst’s Times Union | 
indicated that Robert Miller, NBC | 
night manager; R. A. Porter, ac- | 





THREE OUT, TWO IN 


Vanda Makes Changes 
Production Dept. 





in CBS 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Charles Vanda shook up his CBS 
Coast production staff last week, 
dropping three and taking on the 
Niles brothers, Ken and Wen. De- 
tached from the payroll were pro- 
ducers Bill Lawrence and Ralph 
Scott, and announcer Frank Graham. 


Lawrence has been producing and 
announcing ‘I Want a Divorce’ at 











A.T.&T. RADIO SHOW PENDS 


Don Vorhees, James Melton, Francia 
White Are Involved 








N. W. Ayer is still waiting for an 


okay from American Telephone & | 


Telegraph on the institutional pro- 
gram consisting of Don Voorhees, 
James Melton and Francia White 
plus guests. 


It will likely be the Friday 9:30- 
10:30 spot on the NBC-red. 


KTSA SINGER WINS 





GUS ARNHEIM SPOT 





San Antonio, Jan. 16. 
KTSA is excited because its show- 
case program ‘Merry Matinee’ has 
graduated. Ruth Johnson, who was 
heard several times, to vocalist spot 
with Gus Arnheim’s orchestra. She 
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Political Campaign ‘Starts’ Feb. 1? 





Connecticut May Cuffo Governor’s Talks to April 15 
—Problem of 1940 





Hartford, Jan. 16. 
Owners and representatives of 
Connecticut’s nine radio stations 
meet Thursday (18) at the Hotel 
Taft. Take up: (1) deadline for free 
time for politicians, during the com- 


ing political open season; (2) setting 
up a state organization; (3) C.I.O. re- 
quest for time on the air. 


Station owners and representatives 
will be guests of Michael Goode of 
WELI at a dinner meeting. Goode 


, together with Erwin Frey, business 
;manager of WBRY, Waterbury, and 


broadcasters, first having been held 
Dec. 27. 


Expected that the resolutions com- 
mittee, headed by Foster, will ask 
that all politicians, speaking for 
themselves or in behalf of others, 
pay for time after Feb. 1. Any offi- 
cers of the state government, par- 
ticipating in ‘fireside talks,’ would 
be granted a grace until April 15. If 
adopted, latter ruling would apply 
only to Governor Baldwin as he is 
only state official being aired. He 
has a 15 minute talk session over 
WTHT and WICC, Bridgeport, on 
every Monday night. 


Midge Mead /Cedric Foster, manager of WTHT, 
is singing under the name of Ruth partford, is a member of a resolu- 
Lloyd. | tions committee that will report and 
Station insists broadcasts are not} make recommendations as to what 


‘an amateur hour.’ Every person | action Connecticut broadcasters shall 


count executive, and Charles A. | 
(Continued on page 38) 


NEW CONTRACTS 


NBC for the past several weeks. 
Ken Niles recently went off with 
Jesse Lasky’s ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood.’ He will be Vanda’s aide on, 
production for Columbia’s western 
division. 


Meeting was called at the request 
of Paul Morency, g.m. of WTIC. 











Jim Kennedy, WBAL, Baltimore, 
salesman, out with broken arm as re- 
sult of ice skating lesson to offspring. 





who appears on the programs must take on politicians. Meeting will be 
‘the second in history of Nutmeg 


pass a strict audition. 

















WQXR, New York 

Three commercial contracts were 
signed last week by WQXR, New 
York. Deals disposed of all the sta- 
tion’s time signals and the nightly 
10-minute news program from the 
New York Herald Tribune city room. 

News series was bought by J. B. 
Williams to plug electric razors and 
a face lotion. Contract, for 13 weeks, 
was set by J. Walter Thompson. 
S. B. Thomas purchased the hourly 
time signals to sponsor its muffins 
and bread. Charles W. Hoyt was the 
agency. Series of spot announce- 
ments were taken by 20th Century- 
Fox to bally its pictures. Kayton- 
Spiero agency handled it. 





WIJTN, Jamestown, N. Y. 


WJTN, NBC-blue_ affiliate, has 
started off the new year with a batch 
of new business and renewal orders. 
The new ones include Bigelow’s De- 
partment store, three quarter hours 
week, and Public Loan Corp., six 
quarter-hours weekly, the first using 
records of Smilin’ Ed McConnell and 
the other the ‘That Was the Year’ 
series, 

Renewals include such locals as 
Triangle Stores, Jamestown Coco- 
Cola, Blystone Mattress, Clark Hard- 
Ware, Dairylea Milk and Whitehouse 
Coffee. For a town of Jamestown’s 
size the business on hand rates as 
exceptionally big. 





KMOX, St. Louis 


Swift & Co., Chicago. ‘Sunbrite 
Cleaner.’ Time signals, 5 per week. 
Through Radio Sales. 

Olson Rug Co., Chicago, 15 mins. 
Songs and philosophy with High As- 
pinwall. Through Radio Sales. 

Shell Oil Co. of St. Louis. Time 
signals. Direct. 

Hartz Mountain Products Co., Chi- 
cago, 15 mins. live and time signals. 
One weekly. Renewal. 13 weeks. 
Through Radio Sales. 

Slack Furniture Co., East St. Louis. 
15 mins . Ranger Riders and Sally 
Foster.’ 5 times weekly. Direct. 

Dr. L. D. LeGear Medicine Co., 
Chicago. 100-word announcements 
on ‘Country Journal’ program. 3 
times weekly. Through Radio Sales. 

Ralston Purina Co., St. Louis. 15 
mins, ET ‘Checkerboard Time.’ 3 
times weekly. Direct. 

King White Soap Co. Los An- 
Beles. 100-word announcements on 
Woman’s Hour. 5 times weekly. 
Through Radio Sales. 

Union Electric Co. of Missouri. 
‘The Land We Live In.’ 30 mins. 
live drama with music. Renewal for 
fourth year, Direct, 

Hampton Village M..cket of St. 


Louis, 50-word time signals. 4 times 
daily. Direct. 

Columbia Recording Co, New 
York. ‘Master Works on the Air.’ 
Berne weekly. Through Radio 

es. 





New ‘Green Hornet’ Time 


Detroit, Jan. 16. 
WXYZ’s ‘Green Hornet’ drama, 
heard over NEC Blue network past 
€w months, switches to 9 p.m. Mon- 
days and Wednesdays, 
Formerly presented at 8 p.m. 


lursdays and Saturdays. It’s sus- 
taining, 





Cliff Johnson Pro Tem at KFOR 


: Lincoln, Jan. 16. 
Cliff Johnson 











—97,800 Man-Miles Traveled—39 Cities Visited 
by WLW Special Events Men in 1939 


97,800 miles in one year—over 200 out-of- 
town events from 39 cities—truly a record 
indicative of how avidly the Nation’s 
Station capitalizes every opportunity to 
seek out events which reflect life as it is 
lived in WLW-land. This is in addition to 
the hundreds of miles covered and innumer- 


able events broadcast 


boundaries of Greater Cincinnati. 





from within the 


Bob Booth, young veteran 
engineer in WLW Mobile 
Units, checks volume and 
evel with Master Control 
oom, 250 miles away. 


The three white tus 
mobile units and 


WLW microphones Sees 


are familiar sights & 
all corners of 3 


in 
WLW-land. 
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REPRESENTATIVES—TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING €% TELEVISION CORP.—NEW YORK-—-CHICAGO 


THE NATION’S 


most.“ Merchandise-Able”’ 


rf appointed acting 
Program director of KFOR yester- 
day (15), 
Replaced Jack Hanssen, who went 





‘o KYSM, Mankato, Minn., and with 
Similar post, 
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FRED KEATING 

With Martha Tilton, Muzzy Marcel- 
lino, Sally Rand, Bobby Sherwood, 
George Jay, Peter Lind Hayes, 
Gary Breckner, Leon Leonardi’s 


rch 
HILLMAN MOTORS 
Sunday, 6 p.m. 
KFWB, Hollywood 
(Ted Dahl Agency) 

Assembled, sold and produced by 
Ted Dahl, long an orchestra leader 
and now heading his own ad agency. 
It all adds up to good fun and music, 
and showcases Fred Keating as an 
amiable, quick-triggered emcee. No 
used-car dealer could afford what 
these folks would ordinarily ask. 
Ergo, the guessing is that they’re all 
pitching for around scale on a show- 
case expectation. It’s the first time 
that Keating, for one, has been 
shown for his commercial possibili- 
ties and the odds are all in his favor. 
His is a clean-cut, snappy style and 
he knows how to pace a gag. An effort 
seemingly was made to get him on 
the corny side, which won't hurt. 
His crackling humor is somewhat 
mindful of Fred Allen. 

Nor does the show start and end 
with Keating. They’ve given him a 
strong backup, topped off by Martha 
Tilton, who has been around with 
the better bands and styles her dit- 
ties for sock results. She gave out 
with a pair of standbys that bristled 
with pop appeal. George Jay, an in- 
terviewer of the film great, had Sally 
Rand on for a sesh. Fan-and-bubbler 
got in some stiff plugs for the nitery 
where she’s performing. On the blue 
side was her crack, ‘I may have lost 
my shirt, but I’m not flat busted.’ 

Muzzy Marcellino took time out 
from his nearby band engagement to 


warble a pair of tunes. Peter Lind 
Hayes did his string of imitations, 
which are nifty ut seen and 


heard too many times hereabouts. 
Bobby Sherwood plunks a guitar 
strictly as a filler. 

Gary Breckner foils for Keating 
throughout in addition to spieling the 
commercials. This kind of a setup 
is down Breckner’s groove and his 
breezy style helps keep out the sags. 
Leonardi’s studio ensemble gives the 
program a nice lilt. Helm. 


HUGH HERBERT 
With Jackie Sounders Orchestra 
30 Mins—Local 
FAHEY-BROCKHAM STORE 
Friday, 7:15 p.m. 
KIBO, Seattle 
(MacWilkens & Cole) 

Showmanship is given an unfortu- 
nate black edging around its eye lo- 
cally by the unhappy results of 
sending to Hollyw to get Hugh 





Herbert (for a reported $1,000) to 
come here and help open a new one- 
flight-up store. He opened one flight | 
up and closed in the. alley. All he} 
lacked was an act. | 
Advertised as ‘the famous woo- 
woo man’ 30 minutes of that sound 
effect evoked some sound effects 
from Seattle—of a bird-like nature. 
Herbert did the sponsor no good 
Nor himself. Why will film people 
show up so pathetically unprepared? 
Smith. 





Gospel Singer Edward MacHugh 
goes to WOAI, San Antonio, via wax 


—— 


MINSTREL VARIETIES 

With Walter Arthurs, Marjorie Hat- 
field, Smoky and Poky, Burt Re- 
pine’s Band, The Wildcats, Jerry 

Wallace, the Dixie Spiritual Sing- 

ers, Double Quartet, Joe Mackey, 

Interlocutor 
Variety 
30 Mins. 

LARUS BROS. CO. 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. 
WRVA, Richmond 
(Warwick & Legler) 

This really is a ‘variety’ show, no 
kiddin’. Includes, among others, a 
hillbilly unit and a group of serious 
Negro spiritual chanters. But while, 
at first hand, the ingredients seem 
strange partners, Irv Abeloff, WRVA 
production head, and Jackson Stone, 
his aide, have mixed and blended ’em 
into O. K. listening. In fact, the 
sponsor, on behalf of Edgeworth To- 
bacco and Domino Cigarets, is stak- 
ing this local production for a ride 
on 20 other stations, via transcrip- 
tion. Show is written and produced 
by WRVA, and is staged for tran- 
scribing before live audience in 
sponsor’s tobacco factory. 

Highlighting program caught was 
Walter Arthurs (Wilson Angel) do- 
ing ‘Shadrack’ as solo and then lead- 
ing whole singing cast into it for ex- 
cellent production effect. Burt Re- 
pine’s band good in back-grounding. 
Smoky and Poky, veteran _black- 
faced comedy duo, showed they 
know what pacing and_  timin 
mean, but lack of fresh mater. 
makes the going hard for these two 
smooth-working chatterboxes. The 
Wildcats, hillbilly quartet, offered a 
unique arrangement of one of their 
own compositions, with Jerry Wal- 
lace, banjo speedster, coming in for 
a specialty bit. The dozen Dixie 
Spiritual Singers, without musical 
accompaniment, impressed with their 
natural, down-to-earth chorusing. 
Joe Mackey handled the introduc- 
tory items. 

Commercials, spieled by George 
Watkins, of sponsor’s sales. depart- 
ment, are long, but easy in manner. 


‘ANDY WALKER’ 
with Hugh Aspinwall, Otto and 
the Novelodians 
15 Min.—Local 
ALADDIN (Mantle) LAMP 
Tuesday, Thursday, 6:45 a.m. 
KTSA, San Antonie 


(Presba, Fellers & Presba) 


A vast store of folkways has ac- 
cumulated concerning methods of 
self-tricking the ordinary mortal 
into a state of cheerful awakening in 
the morning. The very thought of 
good cheer at this hour is revolting 
to many. Others like a little lemon 
juice in warm water to cut through 
the crusts of ill humor. Others take 
a whiskey sour. Presba, Fellers & 
Presba takes kerosene. With an 
Aladdin lamp full of this fluid the 
farm, says this program, is bathed 
in light at 6:45 a.m. and the day is 
well organized. 


Hugh Aspinwall is the man known 
as Andy Walker. He presides over 
an early morning program that’s 
musical, philosophical and comical. 
Of course you muggs in the VARIETY 
office wouldn’t know about this kind 
of ‘Lamplighting Time in the Valley.’ 
Is it true that nobody dares say 





and for Fluffy Shortening (Comp-|‘so0d morning’ to Pulaski before 
ton). 2 p.m.? Andy 
mes een enter 











WSAI announces 


The addition of 3 experienced men 


to serve you better! 


W. R. CHRISTIAN, Salesman 


From WSGT, Atlanta, with 12 years of creative 
advertising experience. 


GEORGE P. MOORE, Salesman 


From WAGA, Atlanta, with 14 years of Radio 
Sales and programming background. 


WILLIAM HAAS, Service Mgr. 
From WLW, Cincinnati, with 6 years of Radio 


training. 


WSAI 


CINCINNAT 
OWN 


is 
S.T A.T.t-O.N 


REPRESENTED BY INTERNATIONAL, RADIO SALES 


Crhicag> 


New York 





Les Angeles San Pranicasts 





Follow-Up Comment 


George Jessel and his Vitalis pro- 
gram moved into its new spot on 
NBC-red (8-8:30) last Thursday night 
(11). The. general effect could have 
been much better. The various 
items in themselves were entertain- 
ing but they were badly krit to- 
gether in both production. and script. 
For guests there were Col. Stoop- 
nagle in some fairly amusing whimsy 
on the theme of St. Valentine’s Day, 
Franchot Tone in a script dealing 
with Hollywood’s idea of a daily 
newspaper editor, which was in- 
tended as comedy .but sounded most- 
ly from hunger, and the manager of 
Lewis & Conger’s Sleep Shop, who, 
baited by Jessel, told about some of 
the gimmicks for sleep inducement 
that he sells. Last season he did a 
similar routine on Fred Allen’s pro- 
gram. 

The musical department, batoned 
by Peter Van Steeden, was brightly 
supported by Mary Small and the 
Merry Macs in the vocal innings. 
Miss Small did a medley of cowboy- 
numbers which disclosed that not 
only is her voice getting better by 
the year but that as an interpreter of 
pop melodies and rhythms she’s up 
among the best of them. 


Olsen and Johnson, along with a 
dozen people (mainly men) from 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ did a__ backstage 
broadcast for ‘Vox Pop’ that com- 
bined effective show promotion with 
entertainment, although program’s 
basic quiz angle was lost in shuffle, 
natural under circumstances. Parks 
Johnson and Wally Butterworth 
seemed to be in cramped quarters, 
participants coming up to mike 
slower than usually the case. Olsen 
and Johnson themselves aired twice. 
Former registered well when drop- 
ping the zany role, while latter 
remained pretty much in character. 
Johnson, possessor of an excellent 
speaking voice, had tale to spin 
about origin of name, ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

Oley’s son—dad said he was mar- 
ried 27 years and had six children— 
miked. Voice of ‘stooge’ resembles 
father’s. Three Radio Rogues (who 
did impersonations) Shirley Wayne, 
{burlesque hill billy), Happy Moore 
(weighing 456 pounds), Stage Man- 
ager Murray (who characterized the 
stars as ‘swell fellows 99% of the 
time. ..once in a while we all go off 
the handle’), Ralph Merriam, George 
Mann, Charles Withers and Rita 
Havel were among others heard. 


Bert Lahr and Ethel Merman 
guested last Sunday afternoon (14) 
on the ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ pro- 
gram over CBS, exchanging some 
ribbing banter and winding up with 
a few choruses of their ‘Friendship’ 
song number from the legit musical, 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady.” Session pro- 
vided a few laughs, but in general 
seemed not well suited to radio. For 
one thing, Lahr’s ludicrous sight 
mugging is non-existent via the 
ozone. For another, the intention- 
ally corny nature of the song ap- 
peared to suffer when removed from 
its stage setting. Nevertheless, Miss 
Merman’s metallic tones have a po- 
tent rhythmic lift and several of 
their barbed gags had real punch, 
particularly an apparent ad lib by 
Lahr about Miss. Merman’s hat. 

Lon Chaney, Jr., and Roman Boh- 


(Continued on page 38) 























‘PEOPLE, JUST PEOPLE’ 
With Zoe Beckley, Dan Seymour 
15 Mins. 
Transcription 
FIRST FED. SAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATION 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOAI, San Antonio 
Hugh Miller produced this series 
of 26 transcriptions at World Broad- 
casting System’s studio in New York 
and the procedure has been to sell 
them direct to a national advertiser 


placing. The _ series 
geared to do an mstitutional job. 
| Zoe Beckley brings to the air the 


from her 


of these have solved problems com- 
mon to both the small and the great. 

Installment caught treated with a 
letter in which advice is asked which 
Miss Beckley had received from a 
listener. Dan Seymour, announcer 
on several major networ'. commer- 
cials, serves as vis-a-vis sounding 
board. The problem, it turns out, 
reminds her of a similar one which 
a famous interviewee of hers had 
also to contend with. In this case 
the personality was Helen Keller. 
Miss Beckley then unfolds her in- 
spirational story of how Miss Keller 
overcame her tremendous physical 
handicaps and attained international 
fame. e moral chaser is to the 


may dish out. 

Miss Beckley’s smooth, pleasant 
voice and simple, direct Sealy high- 
lights this interesting 15 minutes. 

Andy. 


Dan Davies Joins Watt 

Dan B. Davies has joined the radio 
department of Fuller & Smith & 
Ross, 
Watt, currently at work on Westing- 
house’s ‘Musical Americana,’ which 
starts on 94 blue stations Jan. 25. 

Davies formerly was an actor. 








or leave it to a local station to do the | 
is primarily | 


various philosophies of life gathered 
interviews with world- | 
famous personalities; also how each | 


FAMILY MAN’ 
With Weedy Kiuvse 
3@ Mins. 
LEVER BROS. 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 
CFRB, Toronto 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


No family entertainment is ‘Family 
Man,’ which sets a new if uninten- 
tional low for spine-chilling detail 
that undoubtedly saw dials being 
grimly twirled by trans-Canada radio 
listeners. The ‘ ad Man’ is Dr. 
Mitchell, faced with the problem of 
whether or not to operate on a para- 
lytic victim of reckless driving. 
Gory diagnosis in complete clinical 
detail rambles on lugubriously for 
the first half to solemn organ accom- 
paniment, plus lengthy platitudinous 
preambles in flat and sepulchral 
tones. 

More irritating than the Cronin- 
esque clinic is the household atmos- 
phere of Dr. Mitchell’s domicile 
chief table topic being the efficacy of 
Lifebuoy Soap in the cleansing of a 
surgeon's hands, the dangers of in- 
fection if school children’s digits are 
not kept clean with Lifebuoy, and 
frank advice—with the dessert—on 
how to avoid body odor. Installment 
caught ended with ‘The Surgeon’s 
Prayer’ to organ background. 

Program followed on the heels of 
‘Big Town,” which dealt also with the 
operating-room problem of a col- 
legian basketball champion who has 
his leg amputated after a careless- 
driving accident; but that harrowing 
episode was treated intelligently and 
with éxpert production build-up. 

While ‘Family Man’ is a sponsored 
program carried on the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp’s national net- 
work, it originates in indie CFRB, 
Toronto, so as not to conflict with 
those CBC stations carrying ‘Infor- 
mation, Please.’ That means 8:30- 
9:00 for the Eastern Canada stations, 
with ‘Family Man’ waxed for the 
later western split. The peregrinat- 
ing preambler is Woody Klose (who 
also authors), backed by a perma- 
nent cast of five. Director is Ed 
Rice, who came up from J. Walter 
Thompson agency in New York to 
supervise. 

Possibility is that if this sort of 
thing continues, the hearty habitants 
are going to unearth their rusty 
muskets for the protection of a hith- 
erto undefended border. McStay. 


PIEDMONT WEB START 
Dedication Program 

Two hours; sustaining 
WLVA, Lynchburg, Va. 
WBTM, Danville, Va. 


With this effort in which notables 
of both cities collaborated, the new 
Piedmont Broadcasting System bowed 
in. WLVA, Lynchburg, has bought 
control of the 250-watter at Danville, 
and the program night of Monday 
(1) marked the linking of the two 
outfits by 24-hour wire over which 
shows will be exchanged daily. 

Initial spiels were by Ed and 
Philip Allen, top execs of WLVA, 
followed by congratulatory talks by 
President Dibrell of WBTM, and 
Mayors Lichford and Mead of 
Lynchburg and Danville. Novelty 
was the waxing of a dialog which 
was supposed to have taken place 
nine years ago between management 
of WLVA and a magician named 
Richards, then on the station, in 
which the crystal-gazer predicted 
WLVA and WBTM would be com- 
bined some day. 

Remainder of program was turned 


cities, with exception of a five-min- 
ute salute from Associated Broad- 
| casting Company, from which the 
stations will obtain most of tran- 
Dave. 








| scriptions hereafter. 











Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU, Philadel- 
|Phia, prexy, returned last week 
| from a month’s vacation at Arrow- 
| head Lake, Calif. 


over to amateur entertainers of two | 


<= 


COMMENTS BY CAMPBELL 
News : 

15 Mins. es 

WULTEX CLOTHES 
Sunday, 4:30 p. m. 

WGY, Schenectady 


Sponsor, men’s clothes factory in 
Troy, has ticketed fine sales results 
from this program. However, it is, 
judged by usual standards, rather 
close to run-of-the-mill Station 
newscasting in a spot where Oppor- 
tunity for above-grade reporting 
been present since outbreak of war, 
Vic Campbell, capable production di- 
rector and assistant program man. 
ager, handles feature too much in 
announcer fashion. This may be 
all right for a five, but not for a 15. 
minute Sunday afternoon shot, 

Little light and shade noticeable, 
despite different types of items aired, 
Better arrangement of materia] 
would seem advisable; certainly 
changes in tempo. Latter is now 
pretty much of one piece—fast, 
Campbell’s voice does not appear 
geared to almost a quarter-hour of 
this kind of high-speed talking. Tone, 
normally clear and rather pleasing. 
~~ to sound tired during second 

alf. 

Salvos have value, of course, from 
news angle. And advertising, voiced 
by Howard Tupper, is not too stri- 
dent. Jaco, 


‘LOVELY LADY’ 
With Milton Shrednik’s Orchestra, 

Lester Harding, John Stanton 
30 Mins, 

CHAMBERLAIN’S LOTION 

Sunday, 5 P.M. MST. 

KOA-NBC, Denver 
(Ramsey) 

Sponsor is piping this one through 
the mountain area on a hookup of 10 
stations. Catering to the femme lis- 
tener, the production is based on 
Shrednik’s music, Harding’s vocaliz- 
ing, and Stanton’s commenting on 
fashions. All told, it sums up as an 
acceptable parcel requiring a smaller 
paycheck than if the sponsor had 
tried the same thing from Chicago or 
some other midwest focal point. 

Shrednik’s handling of the orches- 
tral end is deft enough. He picks 
seven numbers from the week’s best 
pops, and finishes off with a couple 
of old melodies, production numbers, 
etc. Harding, local baritone, likewise 
gives an able account of himself, and 
the stanza should nicely enhance his 
standing in these parts. 

Stanton, as fashion gabber, gets 
his source material mainly from 
slick paper mags, which he duly 
credits. Stuff is spun in reporter 
style, consuming about five minutes. 


Commercials are about average. 
Rose. 





‘FRONTIERS OF PROGRESS’ 


| 30 Mins.—Regional 
Sustaining 
Monday, 9 p.m. 


Pp 
KABC-TSN, San Antonio 


From new studios on the Uni- 
versity of Texas campus comes this 
series over the Texas State network, 
with scripts by Elithe Hamilton 
Beal, direction by Howard Lumpkin 
and a cast of radio tyro studes from 
the college. Show doesn’t measure 
up to usual regional standards, but 
may be improved when the series 
has run a while and the players gain 
experience. 

Stanza caught dealt with the 
growth and development of Texas 
since 1901, with a fictional family 
named Watson as the protagonists. 
Data supplied by the Texas Indus- 
trial and Commercial Research 
Council skeletoned a story of the 
family’s struggle eabeliating the 
state’s development, to become 
established in the new locality. Bits 
of songs and music were interwoven 
into the dramatic narrative. Andy. 
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(FACTS AB 


Bs ential, 





Number of Manufacturing 





effect that one must fight to carry , 
on despite the hard knocks that life | 


| 


as assistant to Kenneth L. . 


Wage Earners 


I Te 31.7% increase 
Philadelphia. ........+2+.12.3% 

New York. ........0000+11.5% decrease 
ere eecscccees + 20.5% decrease 
Manufacturing Payrolls 
Baltimore ............++- 216.7% increase 
Philadelphia. ............93.1% increase 
i Sera oeee. 80.3% increase 
Bostom.........eeeeee0--52.6% increase 
Value of Manufactured Products 
Baltimore .......... ..... 29.4% increase 
Philadelphia. ............ 94.9% increase 
Ss ee 76.8% increase 
MIN s 6:46:04 0es0Ns006068 56.7% increase 


our BALTIMOR ®) 


*"How does BALTIMORE 


stack up against 
other metropolitan 
markets ??’ 


Let’s look at the record. Here are 


some significant figures on the changes in 25 years— 1914-1939. 


Make your edveriising investmentina “sound” 
market! Use the “first cheice’’ radie station. 


BALTIMORE 


National Representatives 
EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY 





* ON THE NBC RED NETWORKS 
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Myron Fox, local sales and pro- 


Dave Simmons, sales department; 


Nelson McIninch, head of sports de- 
Partment. 


Carl Christopher to work with 
both sales and program departments. 


O’Keefe Handles Bailey 


F.C. (Corky) O'Keefe has taken 
ver the personal management of 
Mildred Bailey. 

She’s currently on the Camel show 
ver NBC-red Saturday nights. 








Bridgewater to Kastor 
Chicago, Jan. 16. 


With Blackett-Sample-Hummert _lo- 
Cally, 
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gram director; Emerson Smith, as- | —— 
sistant program director; Douglas | 
Gourlay, in charge of announcers 
schedules. plus special events; 
Charles Buck, publicity director; 


THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Chicago, Illinois 


San Francise 


o and Los Angeles 


New York City 
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NO DISSENTERS HILLBILLY COUNTED IN |Short Pants to Long Parts FCC M T le 
9) Sponsor Makes Roy Schaffer a Fur- em rs ee ome ax ig 
5 niture Man Milwaukee, Jan. 16. io 
‘Local boy makes good’ stuff ' e A 
St. Louis, Jan. 16. was trotted out here when Frank En h B h ie 
° A new high in sponsor enthusiasm| ehrens signed for male leads on oug 0 IZ ea ac or arc iF 
tabbed here when the Carson Furni-| @ Chicago serial program. 
ture Co, donated Roy Schaffer, WEW Few years back Behrens, 
hillbilly, a piece of the store be-| While still in grade school, took . eR be ; 
cause his stanza clicked to the satis-| Part in a kid program on the lo- Washington, Jan. 16. , simplification of the mathematical 
faction of the furniture bankroller,| 41 station, then moved on to a Mental aspirin for broadcasters| ‘fments suffered annually by 
Carson outfit told Schaffer that if| Children’s script show. who had been worrying over filing licensees; (4) reiease from the 
Hollywood, Jan. 16, | he could drag in 1,200 bonafide cus- | a their financial report forms with the | C>ligations of making out separate 
Coast broadcasters were left pretty | t0mers between Dec. 1 and Dec. 31! ' Federal Communications Commis-| f0r™s with — to satisfy por ape 
“\ced that National As.|they’d give him a cut in the viz. OF CHRONICLE’S 75TH sion was delivered last week when | 2U&! census of business reports on 
mien of Broadcasters’ own mu-| Schaffer made the grade, and the; °° the National Association of Broad- | T@4io stations. 
socia tat is a good thing for them|SPOnsor has now come across with | MADE MUCH OF BY NBC: casters and Commish officials ar- 
sic +“ ville Miller, NAB, gave them his promise. ' rived at a decision to postpone the y 
after Ne 1ki “t "th biect First assignment handled by Schaf- | | date of filing from March 1 to April WJR § NEON SIGN 
a thorough talking-to on the subject) +. since becomin ber of the | 15 
last Tuesday (9). Around 40 op- jl A g a member of the San Francisco, Jan. 16. ls ; 
eators or their reps from the 1éth| Snajure fom is a trip to Chicago) 1401 NBC stations, KPO-KGO,|,unfait to the industry, NAB JAMMED ITS SIGNAL 
district attended the session and not - attend the furniture mart. He'll | rs =™") | pointed out, to make stations fret 
e dissenting voice was raised. eep on with his yodelling at WEW , and the San Francisco Chronicle | over the bad news two weeks in ad- —_— 
Seakd Thornburg, NAB drecios [Sir ead at hi coupled have gone overboard im prolonged | vanes of Sovernment tocons tts Fe Detroit, Jan. 16 
i led it 100%, soli A 7 » Has produc s j ild- .| ‘turns and state reports. Simplifica- t40 6 e109 
pode a een a the him enough folding money to annex | — eee Weer up to a mam | tion of FCC data sheets and a couple Rainy engi, Report Se. sage ie 
front for Br : ‘ a high-powered hillbilly automobile. | mouth program, celebrating the 75th | of weeks of grace were requested, in| > ogan onto a huge neon flasher sign 
organization's recently launched tune y : | anniversary of the Chronicle, to be | order that broadcasters might olism | 2*8* the Detroit city airport, but it 
affiliate. aired for two and a half hours be- | off the two unpleasant jobs seer proved Re goatwil gestae % me 
After telling the Coast group that Woof-Man Betts to Hospital fore 10,000 people in the Civic! taneously teners in that area, who complained 
sentiment favoring a break with Chicago, Jan. 16, | Auditorium January 26. \ recnin - anit acl iiss of serious interference on the sta- 
American ee of pon pen tn Au-| Harold Betts, the Doggy Dan on | One hour of the lengthy broad- | Cems alt aiid ar “a 7 tion's wave. — 
thors & Publis! se P -” pon WENR for Red Heart dog food, is cast will consist of a drama, ‘City of single sheet form for analysis of time Andrew Friedenthal, station’s engi- 
its own reservoir of music is swiftly | off air for two weeks while he goes| St. Francis,’ which will trace the | sales for the past year; (2) postpone- | DC¢Ting Chief, got on the job and dis- 
crystalizing in other parts of the) t) Highland hospital for an appen- lcity from its foundings to the pres-| ment of the filing date so that info|°°Vered, of all things, that the new 
country, delegates started buzzing! gectomy. lent day. Rest of the time will be | paralleling that which must be sub- | 28" Was the villain. It's okay now. 
each other, and ponag ped meeting} Show continues on with Betts, | used by local NBC personalities to| mitted to the Internal Revenue 
_ they were all in Miller's cor- menarer, on paneetings aeaged wee | epee) we bend bill for the look- | Bureau can be virtually transcribed| Irene Schoenberger, Miss New 
Miller went north to sound out made to cover this two-week stretch.' ers an e listeners. onto FCC financial quiz; (3) general! Orleans of 1938, at WWL. 
sentiment in Frisco, Seattle andj => = — ee ee em enn nnn 
Portland before returning east. 
Harry Read, KSLM, Oppeses 
Portland, Ore., Jan. 16. a7 a iii; @ , 
Neville Miller, president of the Na- @ Rig 
tional Association of Broadcasters, @ Hi 
declared here last week that the ie 
$1,500,000 needed to launch Broad- Be 
cast Music, Inc., by March 1 seems fy 
assured. He said that he had signed net 
up most of the leading stations in ai 
this, the 17th NAB district. The sig- i i 
nators represented 80% of the proj- —— ee 
ect’s quota for this district. y @ we it 
Harry Read, of KSLM, Salem, Ore., | ) = ON! Hes! 
opposed the plan outright. Stations | @. CLOTHES = cnrcaee ies 
that signed are KGW, KEX, KOIN, ORATLD einciNN hi 
KALE, Portland; KOOS, Marshfield; ORES IN os enn ig 
KMED, Medford, and KRNR, Rose- . ge oF oETR\ i 
burg. The others in the district may OND) Sho} o RETAILERS your Lou! 3 
sign later. Miller said that most of new YOON BN" MAKERS ANO! euits.TePeoATs MILWAUR it 
the major stations in the country mBOSTON, ATS. 1° one ROCHEST EY i 
have the money pledge and that he OU EWARK overRsceo Executive Offaces Y SCUAMAICA. i 
has covered all districts but Florida. eveAcns pW YORK CIT pRovioe ns 
He was introduced at the Portland MAKRON TH AVENUE, N r KANSAS CITY 
meeting by C. W. Myers of KOIN. | COAVTON 261 FIF 65 W. Madison St SoursviELe 
Weep an chicago, tt vai weanteoun®, i 
ILKE AND Lee 
CANADIAN BENEFITS ween January 4» oro AKAM Taco te 
| ADELPHIA BAN F ANGELES Hii 
7 SBURGH Los As 
FROM REA! LOCATION Gahome a 
ana } Felon TH i ES i 
cans | PORT LANT! ug H a 
Toronto, Jan. 16. | OEMPHIS | en EE 
With Mexican intérference a ser- | yensey © Quin RYTamentavor f : 
ious problem on the 840 ke and 910 neat hon wGN ‘ 
kc channels for the past six years, Stat ° Til. ie 
Mexican government has now tardily Chicdéos se to i 
but efficiently changed the channels ir: at by spon f ti 
of certain powerful stations south pear or? 4nform you th ntery es 
of the border and eliminated the ° a Lighted to ur ev ning ne e was the ser ety | 
greatly handicapped reception which We are e peal in yo ristmastia s on th 
has been drawing long and concerted your WGN Pospitals at ing store P 
squawks from listeners not conver- \] KS for md Cloth 
VAT f the BO pest in 
sant with the actual cause of the = of o s cago area 
distortion. A five stationse tores jn Chi 
Chief offender was XERA, 250,000- a five § 
: ‘ + Bon 
Walter at Villa Acuna, chief bene- Business a 
ficiaries here are the Canadian yearse 
Broadcasting Corp's key Ontario 
Quebec 50,090-watters—CBL, Tor- 
onto, CBF, Montreal. Removal of 
heterodyning cause means that prac- 
tically the whole dial will be chang- 
ed from present set-up. 
panei : BS 
| KDYL Staff Revised | 
Salt Lake City, Jan. 16. 
New staff alignment at KDYL 
Sives the following set-up: 


er C. Bridgewater moves from the ; 
K tz Agency of Baltimore to the coast-to -coast i 
a agency here as account ex- : 
é ve. wr | 
Previously Bridgewater had been 441 North Michigan Avenue Paul H. Raymer Co. 220 East 42nd Street i 
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1,313 REMOTES HANDLED 
BY KGW-KEX IN 1939 


Portland, Ore., Jan 18 

Carey Jennings reports that KGW 
KEX picked up 1,313 programs ig 
remote control during the past a y 
He believes this is some sort 7 
record for remote Pick-ups amo: be 
stations serving an area of this siz 
The “average ran over 100 a month” 


A 86 VARIETY RADIO 
—— 


| in quite a few stations but cited 

h d Off B FCC i facts refuting the contention that he 

0Va ac S S e y controls nine outlets. He is the sole 

or majority owner of the common 

stock of WOV, New York; WBIL, 

2 x a r New York; WCOP, Boston, and 

Connery Gets No Satisfaction—Paulist Fathers Claim | wren, Philadelphia, the FCC said, 

’ ‘but according to the records owns 

Watch-Maker Owes Em | only the majority of the preferred 

|in WNEW, New York; WELI, New 

‘Haven, and WNBC, New Britain. 

Washington, Jan. 16. —_ = Narage ——_. es Commish said his interest in WAGA, 
: | but denied he gave misleading testi- if any, is indirect. 

— mony in support of his plea for per-| Regarding the statements made 
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Music Lovers 





St. Paul, Jan. 16. 

Martin County (Minn.) Farm 
Bureau Women's Chorus is re- 
putedly the country’s only or- 
ganized chorus of farm wives 
and mothers. Group will be 
presented over WCCO Wednes- 
day (17). 

Members comprise 30 women: 
all farm wives. They find time 
to drive 20 and 30 miles to re- 


——— 











Demands 
licenses of stations in which Arde 


in Geer, : 5 . bape L There were 207 sport e ; 

* F terest have mission to take over WPG. Con during examination on the WPG hearsa ; 4 rt vents Dicked 
0 soe Barthel pre eins there nery’s sharply-worded letter, pub- transaction, Chairman Fly was re- Chorus includes two grand- | up by remote wire, 270 dance orches. 
was no deception or other violation | lished in connection with questions vealed to have told Connery that: mothers. tras and 260 other musical events, 











Turn- fired at Chairman James L. Fly by, 

'Rep. Richard B. Wigglesworth of 

| Massachusetts during recent closed-| Bulova chose to have a corporation, 

‘door hearings, obviously was a new which he was to own completely, or- 

;move by the Paulist Fathers, former! ganized and apply for a_ license. 

Pointed inquiry about the way | Sear a der ies tae ar had poco Mia a . 
ig - A cause trouble for € individual who! concea ese facts from e om- 

pt an a Bigs gpg Mas gor | bought their plant. | mission. On the contrary, a full and In Idea Lift Charge 
a ar socal = Pees | Connery described Bulova as a complete disclosure of the facts was 

ted f iti has not upset the | ‘Much-favored holder of some nine made. The Commission has no au-| CBS got permission in the New 

as aa P thority under the Communications, York supreme court last week to 


; +, | or more franchises’ and criticized 
yaguloters, whe aimsines Syeeiy % the regulators for permitting him to Act of 1934 as amended to require ‘take a deposition from a witness now 
that stations be licensed to individ- | living’ in England as part of the 


es B t hat | 
long letter to the Bay Stater that | ‘delete’ WLWL by combining it with } 
uals rather than to corporations or network’s defense against a damage 


WPG and WOV. He asked the Com- 
mish if it intended to allow the partnerships. Therefore, there was, suit brought by Hetcy A. Paley, a 


Special events such as Parades and 
conventions numbered 148, The big. 
gest figure listed was 428 remotes 
under the general title of Varie 
Shows. These included curbstone 
quizzes, Breakfast Club shows do- 
mestie cooking classes and other fea. 
tures of that nature. 

Of these 1,313 remote broadcasts, 
517 were sponsored on KGW or KEX 
and 22 were sent to the NBC net. 
works. 


‘It is true that instead of applying 


munications Act. 
of the Commun as an individual for a license Mr. 


down for Congressman Lawrence J. 
Connery of Massachusetts was dis- 
ciosed this week by the House Ap- 
propriations Committee. 


CBS Goes to England 
For Woman’s Deposition 














Hanssen To Mankato 
Lincoln, Jan. 16, 













watchmaker to give untrue testi- no legal impropriety whatsoever in| science teacher. The witness in-| Jack Hanssen, KFOR program di. 

<P mony about his relations with the this phase of the application of the volved is a former member of CBS’ | rector for the past year and a half, 

4 STANDS Oe Paulists, noting that Bulova has not Greater New York Broadcasting , educational department, Helen John- | 80¢s (15) to KYSM, Mankato, Minn., 
\ made full payment for WLWL, al- | Corp.’ son. Latter quit in October, 1937, | to a similar post. Hanssen came here 


and has since lived with her hus- | from WTAX, Springfield, ‘Ii, three 





though he described himself at a 


OUT = 














| : é 
1938 hearing as owner of the prop- band in England. years ago. . 
erty . la MORE SAND IN THE Henry Paley, who is no relation| Better money deal. 
; to William S. Paley, charges thta meen 





The Commish said in effect it is| 
not a collection agency for the 





science series which he had submit- | 





COLUMBUS 
All youneedinCentral Ohio 


5000wars pay 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 


John Blair 5 Co, Fsresatatin 


clerics and invited the Bay State 
Democrat to furnish any proof he 
has of his insinuations and_sus- 
picions. If Bulova has welched, the 
Paulists should seek redress in the 
courts, not before the Commish, 
Connery was reminded. The reply 
to a long letter said that the regu- 
lators are not supposed ‘to adjudi- 
cate or enforce private claims be- 
tween radio broadcast _ station 
licensees and other persons.’ 

In answering the law-maker, the 














Two Million 


| 


TROY MACHINERY 


Troy, N. Y., Jan. 16. 


On the heels of announcements 
that Harry Wilder’s Troy Broadcast: | 
ing Co. had purchased a site for a 
transmitter and leased studio space 
for the new WTRY here, came word 
from Washington that George O. 
Sutton, attorney for WOKO and 
WABY, in Albany, would ask the 











Commish admitted Bulova appears| cent decision adverse to the Albany 


Circuit Court of Appeals, District of 
Columbia, for a rehearing on its re- 


| stations and favorable to WTRY. 
Loucks and’ Scharfield, attorneys 
for Wilder will try to defeat the new 
stymie move on the part of the Al- 
bany stations, but it is assumed the 
‘construction of WTRY will be fur- 
| ther delayed. Station’s backers orig- 


ted for purchase by CBS’ educational 
department was later incorporated | 
in the ‘Columbia School of the Air’ 
program without credit or compen- 
sation to him. Miss Johnson was in | 
on the preparation of this series at | 
the time that Paley submitted his 
presentation. | 


Pittsburgh Quiz Show 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 

Rosey Rowswell, baseball broad- 
caster, has a winter commercial from | 
Colonial Biscuit Co. It’s a quiz show 
labeled ‘Wise Crackers’ from stage 
of Senator theatre, that house hav- 
ing been tied in by Walker & Down- 
ing agency for ticket giveaways to 
senders of accepted questions. Spon- 
sor footing the cash prizes, which 
will amount to $75 each program. 








SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Listen to Their Bluebird 
Recordings of “Starlit Hour” 
and “Buxom Barmaid”. 














Show will be patterned after Dr. 
I. Q., only difference being that ques- 
tions must all be of local interest.- 
Buzz Aston, Ray Schneider and Walt 
Sickles slated to assist Rowswell 
from the audience, with Russell 
(Doc) Pratt also lending a hand as 
chief assistant. 


'inally hoped to begin operation more 
| than two years ago. 





i “Plow Jockeys”’ | 
| uf KW4JJ’s Oiled Baskets 
Hi “A considerable number of stations . . . began Portland, Ore., Jan. 16. 

(in 1939) cultivating the farmers as the PLOW- _ KW4JJ has obtained special permis- | 
JOCKEYS loomed large as a circulation bonus pss Rasengan li bs =o oe 
in coverage.” —Variety, Dec. 6, 1939 the Portl of the Coast Con- 

9 9 e Portland end of the Coast Cone 


} ference basketball games for Asso- 
ciated Oil. 
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DON’T MISS 














BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 

Dedicated to the women of America. 

The story of a woman who must 


choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 


cessful selling methods, merchandising cooperation, and . 


showmanship make this station the choice of the Midwest, 

MORE WLW MAIN STREET NODS 
Cincinnati, Jan. 16. 

WLW will broadcast a series of | 

Sunday night programs dramatizing | 

histories of cities in the station’s ter- 





Not a bonus, but circulation itself, are KMA’s two million : ; ’ PALMOLIVE’S 
iit farm folks. Because they are A-1 circulation, loyal to the gg Bag gob Recggyens: Mow ye Po . 
ga extreme, KMA is recognized among farm belt advertising feather in its cap, for KWJJ is non- t O - + 
ae | agencies and advertisers as sure-fire testing ground for |, ¢twork, largely relies on discs, and | LL US 
i new accounts, new products. KMA’s attractive rates, suc- | }> rg oe ee Oe eR ee bb "“ oP getter E yy 
ii : 
! 


truly 


ee 


| “The Number One Farm Station In 
| eam The Nation’s Number One Farm Market’’ 








|ritory. Starter will be Richmond, 

s ie Ind. Ed Carder, of the Crosley con- 

: pe so a sHENANDOAH. || tinuity staff, who is to do the script- WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
y : 930 Kilocycles IOWA ing, will visit the cities to obtain 78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


data from old inhabitants, officials 


Represented by HOWARD H. WILSON CO. ote en —_— 7 


NEW YORK CHICAGO KANSAS CITY SAN FRANCISCO [| saluting cities and towns of the U. 
i |S. with musical programs. 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
































THANK S-- 


SAY 


THE MERRY MACS 
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et 


HARRY KALCHEIM, BOB WEITMAN for mak- 
2 ee oe ee ee ee for selecting-us as the outstanding singing 
RECORD — Playing 8 WEEKS WITHIN 6 

MONTHS AT THE PARAMOUNT, New York group on CURTAIN CALLS OF 1999. 


FRED ALLEN — BRISTOL-MYERS — YOUNG & RUBICAM 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


ag happen scedemaninns 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY ... 


Andre Kostelanetz has written a new song, ‘Isle of May,’ based on a 
Tschaikowsky quartet for strings. It'll be air-preemed in several weeks. 

Marry Macs drop off George Jessel show after Friday (19) broadcast.... 
‘So You Think You Know Music?’ scheduled to return to CBS Sunday (21) 
afternoon at 2:30 by listener demand....Clark Dennis signed to WOR, 
N. Y. Artists Bureau and working on its Sunday ‘Laff ’n’ Swing Club’ 
program....Fulton Lewis, Jr.’s Detrola sponsor cancels out Jan. 26 on 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y.....Ironized Yeast’s ‘Good Will Hour’ dropping all 
Texas State net outlets except WRR, Dallas, and KFJZ, Fort Worth.... 
Charles Stark, CBS announcer, added to ‘My Son and I’....Bob Hamilton 
joins WOR, N. Y’s sales dept. today (Wednesday)....Rosalind Sherman 
of WNEW guests bandleaders each Wednesday at her sponsors’ Newark 
store....Ed Fitzgerald’s WOR program picked up first sponsor Monday 
(15)....It’s F. G. Vogt & Sons, Philadelphia. 

Doug Coulter, CBS’ Eddie Mannix, gone off for a month to take it easy 
....Eddie Bracken doing Dizzy on ‘Aldrich Family’ for Jello pudding.... 
Diana Barrymore, 18, in ‘Big Sister’ on CBS....Bess Flynn’s new one, ‘Life 
Begins,’ begins Jan. 22 for Campbell soup....Dian Bourbon on the stop- 
watch——Radio director Fredericka Millet of the President’s Birthday Ball 
lining ’em up for the final gallop....Coast show over WABC comes in 
Jaden with names....Jack Benny as ‘assistant’ to Eddie Cantor....Bob 
Hope, Mickey Rooney, et al.....off the NBC reservation is ‘The Animal 
News Club,’ wherein Bradley Parker mimicked our furred friends and 
whatnot and Lou Rogers narrated. 


INHOLLYWOOD... 


Jimmy Shields quitting his vocal chores on ‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ 
program and hustling back east. Guest warblers will be rotated in the 
spot....Joe Thompson joining NBC production staff in New York on trans- 
fer from here. Ned Tollinger moves down from Frisco to fill the vacancy 
....Just to prove that she doesn’t have to be ‘Vera Vague’ to get a picture 
job, Barbara Jo Allen rides on her own identity in Paramount’s ‘Destiny’ 
....NBC is giving full network play to Haven MacQuarrie’s marriage 
quizzer....Lou Forbes optioned for another quarter as music director on 
‘I Want a Divorce’....Edith Meiser back from N.Y. to catch up on her 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ scripts....Danny Danker recipient of 10-gallon hat, 
chaps and other prairie habiliments for his. fatherly interest in the Gene 
Autry series for Wrigley, which J. Walter Thompson is producing... .Doris 
Kenyon making her radio debut in the Frances Marion serial, ‘Saturday’s 
Child.” NBC taking it as a Sunday afternoon red network feature. ...Bob 
Braun, one of the town’s earliest radio agents, switched over to Frank 
Vincent from the Small Co. He was one-time head of Thomas Lee Artists 
Service. Moves into berth vacated by George Rosenberg, now with Colum- 
bia management....Bill Bacher doing his next ‘Movie Night’ Jan. 25 on 
Good News. Picture will be 20th-Fox ‘Little Old New York’, 


IN CHICAGO... | 


| 

Paul Brines joining the Ray Linton talent agency....Frank Rand exiting | 
Columbia-WBBM publicity staff to go into independent public relations 
field....Paul McCluer, NBC assistant network sales chief, in hospital with 
touch of flu....Guilbert Gibbons quitting NBC production staff to join 
Carl Wester radio production organization and will likely direct ‘Guiding 
Light’ and ‘Right to Happiness’....Lenox Lohr, NBC president, in for fu- 
neral of Rufus Dawes....Rene Gekiere added to staff of ‘Road to Life,’ 
Stanley Waxman and Reese Taylor to ‘Midstream,’ Bonnie Kay and Jerome 
Williams to ‘Houseboat Hannah’. 

Dale Evans, vocalist, and Sidney Nierman, pianist, on WGN each Sun- 
day for M. J. Lanahan, local Dodge dealers, through Ruthrauff & Ryan.... 
E. 8. Mittendorf, WIND manager, back from Florida, and program director 
Brooks Connally back from Texas....Hal Tate has Bonnie Baker, Billy 
Halop and Bill Robinson as guesters this week....Quin Ryan, WGN man- 
ager, will not take any winter vacation this season due to big WGN pro- 
motional drive now on....Jack Fascinato, formerly with Al Trace, now 
doing special arrangements for the new Louis Panico orchestra. 

Michael Romano and Hugh Rowlands additions to NBC's ‘Arnold 
Grimm's Daughter’....Doris Douglas into ‘Backstage Wife’... .Scramming 
on Jan. 19 is the ‘Carters of Elm Street’ program....Bret Morrison written 
into ‘Story of Mary Marlin’. 


- 
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CBS SETS MRS, FDR WTAG’S NEW GINGER 


— | 


10 SELL CHEWING GUM Double ati te ta "| 











CBS Artists Bureau is pointing Worcester, Jan. 16. 
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with pride to the fact that its latest 
booking js Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt. 

She'll appear on the Gene Autry 
show for Wrigley gum Jan. 28. 





Jane Bartlett, WBT, Charlotte, 


N C., vocalist, is the mother of a 
new girl baby, her third. 
whirls 



















{. In Listener Interest, 
2. Advertising Preference, 
3. In Community Service. 


Qos and Operated oy) ) 
~~ The Detroit > 
America’s Pioneer Station 


Geo. P. Hollingbery Ce. 


Hew Vorb, Chicege, Sea Freachee, Aticate 





WTAG made greatest increase and | 
expansion of service in 1939 since | 
station was organized many years | 
ago. Special events broadcasts were 
inaugurated during year, bringing a 
local character (one-third of daily 
time) for first time. 

Augmented announcing statf added 
Del Camp, Gil Hodges, Ken Lester 
and Tom Russell. Clerical staff and 
number of offices were doubled. 
New audience room was added and 
studios were remodeled with most | 
modern equipment in master control 
rooms, 

Station has received right to broad- 
cast with 5,000 watts daytime power, 
and permission has been granted by 
Federal Communications for con- | 
struction of a frequency modulation 
station. 


WOW’s 1939 Vigil 


Omaha, Jan. 16. 


Station WOW was on the air 7,095 
hours during 1939, according to 
Chief Engineer Kotera, averaging 
slightly less than 1942 hours per day. 
| Average was largest in station’s | 
| history, due largely to special war | 





| | broadcasts of all-night nature. 


| In 365 days WOW lost one hour, | 
| two minutes and 32 seconds due to 
technical mishaps. 





| 

Wilt Gunzendorfer, manager of | 
KSRO, Santa Rosa, Calif., has been | 
named district manager of the Sales | 
Managers’ Division of the National | 
Association of Broadcasters. How- 
ard Lane, the NAB's 15th district di- 
rector, did the appointing. j 





is delighted to report 


that two advertisers have used 
this station for 14 years. 

One has used it for 13 years. 
Fight others have used it 

for 12 years—one for 11 years 
—two for 10 years—two for 

9 years—three for 8 years— 
seven for 7 years—six for 6 years, 


and twenty-five for 5 years. 


One of the most genuine pleasures we have at WOR 
is this recognition of effectiveness from quickstep 
advertisers whose long-term association with this 
station has been both pleasant ana profitable. 
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Ratification of Copyright Treaty Up 


N.A.B. Strongly Objects to Provisions of Much- 
Revised Bill 
+ 





(ee 








Kyser’s Cleveland Jumbo 
Cleveland, Jan. 16. 


Kay Kyser’s biggest dance date 
here, from viewpoint of b.o. possibili- 
ties, will be at 12,000-capacity civic 
auditorium Jan. 27 with Cleveland 
School Board Employees sponsoring 
it for their hospital-benefit fund. 
Kyser putting on his entire stage 
show in addition to four hour dance. 

Its $1.65 per copy, Kyser getting 
cut of 50% of everything above 
' $6,000. 














A Slight Mystery 


Washington, Jan. 16. 


Frequently revised copyright bill | 
intended to bring 30-year-old ont 
tutes into harmony with the Interna- | 
tional Copyright Convention but} 
containing damage provisions to | 
which broadcasters have registered | 
strong objections is before the 
Senate in a move to clear the road 
for ratification of the treaty. Legis- 
lation is sponsored by Senator El- 
bert D. Thomas, Utah Democrat, 
who is in charge of the pact for the 
Foreign Relations Committee. 


Damage clauses are the same as 
were rubber-stamped by most mem- | 








Jan Savitt, currently at the 
Lincoln hotel, N. Y., is supposel 
to have’ given Consolidated 
Radio Artists a check for $25,- 
000 to buy up his contract last 
week—but CRA execs are di- 
vided as to whether the check 
was handed over or not and also, 
if it was, whether it was done 
seriously or aS a gag. 

Savitt’s pact with CRA has 
several more years to run. 





Tums Call 


Continued from page 33 














assistant v.p. of telephone company 





|was called at 4-6097, assigned to 
‘him in the 1938-39 directory, or at 
8-3451, his present number. How- 
ever, Gannett’s Knickerbocker News 
reported the sponsor contended the 








Phelps, account’ salesman, were in |, : : 
disagreement with Thomas H. Laine, | Eddie’s, N. Y., until Jan. 25. 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 
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On the 


Upbeat a 








| 


at Albany, over whether Dumont | rangement book for Mills Music. 


London, 

contract. 

Miami Beach, Fla. 

hotel, Toledo, wntil Feb. 10. 
atre, Pittsburgh, week Feb. 9. 


Brook Club in New Jersey to get town. New Haven, and h 
. , ’ a 
NBC wire for Gus Steck band. ‘at Hotel Taft with WELI venanae 


Ralph Hawkg in New York from 
Barney Rapp released from CRA 
Eddie McDonald at the Carousel, 
Al Kavelin h.o. Commodore Perry 


Benny Goodman into Stanley the- 





Ramona held over at Leon & | 


Don Redman to make up sax ar-. 


N. Y., that was given to Bob Ch 
ester, 
Gets five 15-min. shots ni S 
11:15 p.m. ne 
Eli Oberstein back in New 
after fast trip to the Coast to Ba 
Jack Lee as manager there for y 8 
Records. Also signed Jan Gerber for 
flock of platters. . 
Joe Miller, former tenor sax w; 
Rudy Vallee’s Connecticut Yonioaon 
has organized own band in home 


opened 


Martin Block now selecting ‘Ree. 


| ord of the Week’ on his Make-Believe 


Ballroom program. Out of those 


| four one of the month will be taken, 


McFarland Twins replaced Spud | End of year the 12 wil be sold in an 


N. Y. 
Jan Garber shifted from Topsy’s, for indefinite stay at Hotel Deshler 


' 
' 


‘Murphy at Blue Gardens, Armonk, | album. 


Rudolf Friml, Jr., and his orch set 


j 
bers of the Ware committee last! pe 
April, so the measure remains sub- | Big Roofless Hoofery, 


| 


ache elie den ke. 'L. A., to St. Francis hotel, San Fran- | Wallick, Columbus, replacing Ray 


ject to hot criticism voiced by Sid- | 


ney M. Kaye, special counsel for the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
in memorandum dated last July 6. 
Purport of the complicated language 
is retention: of the principle of 
statutory awards in lieu of proven 


damage with limitations on amounts | 


which can be assessed in case of 
simultaneous multiple infringements. 


tion of musical copyrights are $150 present ballroom which has a roof. | 
: | During the summer the new struc-'clared he had not been offered the 
$10,000 maximum for other types of ture will be the one primarily in| one yard. 


to $2,500—against $250 minimum and 


infringement. 





And Nearer Lincoln, 
As Turnpike Annex 


Lincoln, Jan. 16. 
R. H. Pauley is planning to build | 








Times Union stated that Porter 
said the $100 (wired when person 
fails to answer the call) had been 
sent Dumont ‘immediately,’ via 
Western Union. 
gaged John T. De Graff, associated 
with Assemblyman George W. Foy 
in the practice of law, to collect the 


an outdoor annex to his Turnpike; grand which he insists is due him, 
Weaay , Casino. The new spot will be much | 
In general cases, the limits for viola- | jarger and closer to town than his | 


hecause he was at home, listening 
in, and ready to answer ‘if my cor- 
rect number had been rung,’ de- 


De Graff, pictured by 


Dumont, who en-- 








Sis tress 


aig & 
nots | 


IE Ie oan per eee 
SE ae ee eater on + gt 


Gantt 


ee 


pearance 
' 


- The bill provides that in the case threatening weather Pauley will be | representative here as soon as pos- 
of simultaneous airing of unauthor-| able to salvage the business by mov-j sible to discuss the matter,’ told 
ized compositions (including re-| ing the band booked for the occasion | newspapermen he fclt certain Du- 
broadcasting within 24 hours of the to the Turnpike Casino. He intends | mont has legal redress. Lawyer de- 
original performance) the penalty is;to book name bands for the new!clared radio announcer even used 
$25 per outlet up to ‘a total mini-/| spot. Dumont’s name. 
mum sum not in excess of $2,000’, Pauley and his brothers are in the} De Graff said: ‘This radio broad- 
plus such extra amount as the court lumber and building materials busi- | cast is a national program which, by 
considers ‘just and proper’ but not\ness. The Casino has proved their | its very nature, urges people to stay 
more than the total award of the best paying venture. at home and keep tuned in. This 
maximum amount. Limitations do | encouragement has resulted in a 
not apply if infringements continue | Fabian Andre’s Ultra Idea marked decrease in theatre attend- 
after suit is instituted. Chicago, Jan, 16. | ance in many western states. Du- 
Webs In Automatically New band has been organized by , ™ont, in staying at home and listen- 


Automatic intervention of the net-' Fabian Andre, and opens in the iné to the program, did his part.’ 








work involved in the offense is re- swank Pump Room of the Ambassa-; Attorney had not determined 
quired. Bill stipulates that the! dor hotel here on Feb. 4. | whether his prospective action will 
‘owner of the originating station—! Combination is strictly on the be against the sponsor (‘Tums’) or 


unless named in the suit at the out-| modern side, with the emphasis on | the Kastor agency, handling the ac- 
set—must intervene as a defendant specially written modern novelty; count. He holds that in calling a 
and post a bond equal to the maxi-_ tunes. | person ‘they are still calling the per- 
mum amount of damages. 


Also must son to whom the number was as- 
file sworn statement of the known | 


| eens. Dumont insists he is that 
number of outlets participating in ¥ | man.’ 

the unauthorized broadcast. Fi ollow Up | A daughter of Frank J. Geier (in 
' Copyright owner has two courses Continued from page 34 |; whose name 4-6097 is now listed) 
he can follow. After the originator rs | told the Knickerbocker News she 
has assumed liability for the penal-| nen also were visitors to the pro- | would ‘rather not discuss the affair 
ties, plaintiff can reject this offer 


gram, joining Burgess Meredith in a | until we get it settled’; she preferred 
and then sue for the profits, passing 


briefie from John Steinbeck’s ‘Of ete at ys P 
Mice and Men,’ in which they appear | © ‘wait until it is straightened out 
up any chance to collect statutory} in the picture version. Piece aired | ---1t wasn’t the fault of telephone 
damages, or he can accept the offer | was the bunkhouse scene, in which company.’ 
and continue the case, either in the | George (Meredith), Lennie (Chaney) | not at home when call was made; 
initial court or any other tribunal| and Candy (Bohnen) enthuse over | whether the head would be entitled 
where the action could have been|the prospects of getting their Own | to the $100 apparently was the ques- 
: farm. It was an effecting piece of | ,;:; 
started. If the first course is fol- sas : tion. 
a ‘s473 | Writing, seemingly been changed 
lowed, decision must be made within | very little from the original stage | Account exec Porter was unable 
20 days after the ‘originating station’ | version, and proved to be admirable | to explain why there had been a 
has entered the case and posted the \for radio. Situation was easily | contradictory report on the phone 
bond. | grasped, characters were clear, dia- | number. 
This whole arrangement is bitterly | log was vivid and the thought was| with Miller of NBC on Dumont’s 
opposed by N.A.B., which wants no! Senuinely moving. In addition, it! address and telephone number 


minimum award and is fighting to| W@S persuasively trouped by all) prought the reply: ‘Address, 841 


continue the present $5,000 top | a ie ae show 
limit. Position taken by the broad-| Golden Gate Quartet, Negro male | 8-3451.’ Miller played for T-U a 
casters is that instead of alleviating | group making bow in a regular net- record of broadcast t prove no 
the situation the proposal makes the | work spot and registering solidly in| answer to Hollywood call had been 
burden more onerous. Kaye has| @ single number, and the Lynn Mur-! made. He said the wel did receive 
pointed out that the minimum pen-| fay chorus, in a distinctive but over- | an ‘excited call’ at 9:18 p.m. from an 
alty is mandatory for each perform- long and not clearly pointed tune! ajbanian identifying himself as Du- 


ance, so that if a station aired a tune | oS PE cig Be aieetet mont—it was explained to the latter 


numerous times the costs would! on the dynamics, although he does 
multiply until the minimum is in-| inject an immediate spurt with his! Paper also stated that in a second 
finitely greater than the objection-| animated style. Norman Corwin’s long-distance talk with Phelps, latter 
able $250 amount fixed in the 1909 | directing. Erik Barnouw’s scripting,!held ‘our report of the number 
statute. The N.A.B. attorney also|@0d Mark Warnow’s batoning were | czlled is 8-3451.’ 


has complained of the inability of all clickish. | Laine, of phone company, flatly 


‘originating stations’ to control the: Bonnie Baker’s sub-ingenue little declared: ‘Through San Francisco 
tunes played by orchestras at remote! nasal voice got another airing on ®e@dauarters, we received a report 
pick-up points and the failure to| Lucky Strike’s ‘Hit Parade’ (CBS) 
consider the physical difficulty of | last Saturday night (12), and it proved 
. !as cute and ingratiating as ever. She 


reventing an innocent infringement. | ; 
P 8 g |and the Orrin Tucker band were 


Further complaint is that the provi-| ); ‘ i . 
sion compelling the ‘originating sta- eg RA ele | Beet ng oes 
tation’ to enter the suit would consti-| opening number she did ‘Billy,’ 
tute ‘breach of faith’ with other sta-! which, like ‘Oh, Johnny, Oh,’ Tucker 
tions in the event the copyright- is credited with resurrecting and 


owner desired to bring action to re- . : , 

; : | her plying of the ‘Billy’ lyrics lacks the set time. 
nati sg Adige against ev wey bgp} quite the degree of oomph she puts, Dumont claimed he had witnesses 
carrying the program. The idea of into ‘Johnny’ it’s still something for | to prove he was home at time. H 
permitting transfer of the litigation the books. | e 
also is condemned as unfair, since it! The buildup singer is getting on 


























the Hollywood telephone company. 
The number called was Albany 
4-6097." Because it was a station-to- 
station call, telephone company was 
‘not responsible for trying to find the 
‘man being called, inasmuch as his 
name was not given.’ Call was can- 


answered a phone call and ‘a lady 


use, and in the event of rain or|T-U as requesting Porter ‘to send a's 


The Geier family was | 


Times Union said a check | 


included the | Western avenue; ’phone number, | 


| he was too late to collect the $1,000. | 


direct from the toll ticket written at | 


| bringing to national attention. While celed when no answer came within | 


|also was quoted as saying he had | 


cisco. ,O’Hara. The O'Hara band moves 
Vincente Gomez, guitarist, to write at ng te 1 opening at Denver's 

guitar arrangements for Exclusive “*OWM #alace Hotel. 

' Music. | Harry James band making the 

Van Alexander to follow Bob "ounds in Connecticut. Current at 


Chester into New York Paramount, | 5tate theatre, Hartford, orchestra 
probably Jan, 31. one-nights Sunday (21) at Ritz ball. 


2 -room, Bridgeport, and week later 
| Manny Strand took over baton (9g) at Hamilton park, Westbury. 


from Archie Bleyer at Earl Carroll's | y 144 t ee 
Hollywood nitery. : co beat — Sunday plays Jack- 
| Miami’s Plaza theatre date for Will Sk oe 


Osborne (Jan. 25-28) out. Theatre Charity Ball’s Importing 
Of Outside Musicians 
Is Called Uncharitable 


Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 16. 


A member of the Rochester Mu- 
sicians’ Union writes to the editor 
of the Democrat & Chronicle attack- 
,ing plans to hire a name band for 
the President’s ball here Jan. 30. 

‘Why not have charity hegin at 
home for a charity ball?’ asks the 
musician, declaring 100 local musi- 
cians could be hired for the amount 
to be paid the out-of-town orchestra, 
‘Of course,’ he adds, ‘a 100-piece or- 
chestra would overshadow any music 
ever offered for a local dance.’ 

‘While many fine local musicians 
are destitute and in need of em- 
ployment,’ says the writer. ‘I must 
protest the action of the committee 
for the ball in contracting to pay a 
large part of the receipts to a rich 
out-of-town orchestra.’ 

(Skeptics recalled an _ orchestra 
furnished Loew’s theatre here by the 
Musicians’ Union several years ago, 
when an out-of-town director was 
fined $500 for asking a player to 


| dropped stage policy. 
Teddy Powell now has hot unit 
from within band, too. Calls it Teddy 
Powell's Teddy Bears. 


| Jack Rosenberg, prez of New York 
local 802 of the AFM to Florida Fri- 
day (12) for 10-day rest. 

Benny Goodman’s orchestra will 
play Schenectady Winter Carnival 
| Ball in local armory Feb. 3. 
| Henry Busse begins his first date 
|tor’ Wm. Morris Friday (19) at 
| Akron-Youngstown theatres. 
| Benny Goodman returned from 
| Florida before schedule due to slight 
| case of sciatica in right leg. 

Erskine Hawkins changing his 
theme to ‘Tuxedo Junction,’ hit rec- 
| ord tune he turned out recently. 
| Johnny Martel shifts from Benny 
| Goodman to Al Donahue in place of | 
| Frankie Ryerson’s trumpet Jan. 20. 
Al Donahue band play show and 
dancing at the President’s Ball at 
| the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., Jan. 
| 30. 
| Charlie Barnet has suit for $20,000 
| pending for loss of instruments and 
library in Palomar, Los Angeles, 
| fire. 
| Bill Roberts and his sextet opened 
'a four-week stand at the Marcus 
Daly restaurant, Beverly Hills, Cal., | 





| 
| Jan. 13. C ‘ . 
| Eddy Duchin to have a party tossed please get in time with rest of 
‘for him on exiting Hotel Plaza, N. Y., Outfit.) 

— (Wednesday). Henry King 44 $6 44646446664 

ollows. 

Billy Leech, new singer with Mau- . 

rice Spitalny’s orch in Pittsburgh, Band Bookings 
was formerly featured with Art 999444444444 





Kassel outfit. 

| Hack O’Brien replaces Dee Fer- | 
'guson at drums and Nelson Cathall 

|takes Bobby Powell’s trumpet chair 

| with Will Osborne. 

Al Donahue has an exclusive right 

| to the tune ‘A Cowboy’s Gal’ for the 


week, 


Emery Deutsch, Feb. 1, 
State theatre, N. Y. 

Jack Spratt, Feb. 4, Pavilion Ca- 
price, Netherland Plaza, Cincinnati, 
28-March 3, Graystone B., Detroit. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Jan. 19-20, Or- 


| duration of his Meadowbrook, Cedar _pheum theatre, Madison, Wis.; 22, 
| Grove, N. J., stand. ; / Coliseum B., St. Paul, Minn.; 26, 
| Options in Pittsburgh lifted on Danceland B., Omaha, Neb.; 27, 


| Johnny Long orch at William Penn | Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb.; 29, 
| hotel and Phil Levant at Bill Green’s, Municipal Aud, Kansas City, Mo.; 30, 
| both for indefinite periods. | Oil Capital Club, Tulsa, Okla.; 31, 
Ken Baker at Casino Gardens in Trianon B., Oklahoma City.; Feb. 1, 
Ocean Park, Calif., for a fortnight, ' Cooper C., Henderson, Tex.; 2, Pil- 
after re omg a brings his’ grim Aud., Houston, Tex. 
crew back for a stand. ‘ -* WOR-Mutual, 
Georgie Auld band has dropped N = he —. 28, 
the Artie Shaw designation. It had witchel! Ayres: Al Goodman, Feb. 4; 
been billed in New York as Shaw’s alge “ge a spe 
| Bob Chester, 11; Will Osborne, 18. 
| outfit under Auld. : , 27, Club 
Will Bradley and Bob Zurke play | ,, Georgie Auld, Jan. 27. ©lnr 
Buffalo Firemen’s Ball Jan. 20. Browning, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; oY, 
Bradley in New York currently cut- 52%asota, Fla. , 
| ting new records. | Al Donahue, Feb. 5, U. of Va e 


_ Abe Lyman band got first dance New Martinville, W. Va.; 
remote out of Florida from the Royal North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 
Plam Club, Miami, 11:30-midnight on Claude Hopkins, Feb. 9, Penn 
| NBC last night (Tuesday). State, Philadelphia. 

Sunny Schyuler, tenor with Vin-. Jimmy Dorsey, Feb. 21, Lake 
cent Lopez, is having his name legal- Shore C. C., Chicago. 
_ly made over to Sunny Skyler, be- Frankie Trumbauer, Jan. 24-28, 


cause too many people mispell it. 
Four Inkspots’ forthcoming tour Andy Kirk, March 7, Winterhaven, 
with the Sunset Royal Orchestra will, Fla; 10, Harlem Square club, 


Graystone B., Detroit. 


would allow plaintiffs to pick the the ‘Parade’ should easily make her 
most friendly court in the nation | Or by the ties a. ae = 
eee cause great inconvenience and ties down in its stand at the Roose- 
ardship to defendants. | velt hotel, N. Y., which is figured to 
Likelihood that such legislation | be some time in February. 
will make headway in the present’ 
session is considered very slim, but. 
the prospects for ratification of the 
treaty are fairly bright. Senator 
Thomas has gentleman’s agreement 
not to press for action on the Con- 
vention until there has been reason- 
able time to put through remedial 
legislation, although he has not en- 





tered definite understanding as to 
how long he will wait. The State 
Department is continuing to apply 
pressure, while polls show there are 
more than enough Senate votes lined 
up to insure American adherence to 
the pact. 





told me ‘you win the Pot o’ Gold’’ drop the band’s tag and be called’ Miami. 

Newspaper stories from day to day Four Inkspots and Their Orchestra.! Russ Morgan, Jan. 28, Fitch Band- 

_ Seemed to conflict on certain points. Chuck Foster band will be first: wagon show, WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 

| eure terened News reported Al- |General Amusement band to go into, Isham Jones, Jan. 29, Boston Gart- 

tae istening said number called Mark Hopkins hotel, San Francisco. dens, Boston: 30, Westchester County 

| was 4-6097. Set for April 12. Now at Biltmore,’ Center, White Plains, N. Y.; Feb. 2, 
Dumont was finally tendered $100 L. A. | Roosevelt hotel, N. Y.: 10. Firemen’s 

(prize awarded when person called Idlers (3) opened Monday (15) at dance, Katonah, N. Y. 

fails to answer), but refused to ac- Hotel Roosevelt Lounge, Pittsburgh, Teddy Wilson-Eatl Hines. Feb. 24, 


cept. Money was deposited at office after long run at St. Moritz in New Brooklyn Palace, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

of his attorney, who said Western’ York. Placed by Joe Hiller for Little Jack Little, Jan, 24. Fort 
Union was istructed to pay the CRA. Dodge. Iowa; 28, Eagles B., Milwau- 
money, immediately after broadcast,; Everett Hoagland getting same kee, Wis.; 25, Danceland, Cedat 


| but later a ‘stop’ order was issued. | radio buildup from Waldorf hotel,‘ Rapids, Iowa; Feb. 2, Lincoln, Neb. 
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communicate with the MPPA. 





Santangelo Sentenced 
Hartford, Conn., Jan. 16. 

Sentence of eight months in jail 
and a fine of $800 was meted out to 
John Santangelo, of Derby, in the 
U. S. district court last week after 
he had entered a nolo contendere 
plea to a charge of distributing 10,- 
000 illegal songsheets. It’s the stiff- 
est sentence handed down for such 
an offense in any federal court. 
Dominic Mancini, of New York, in- 
dicted on similar charges, was fined 


Assistant U. S. District Attorney 
Valentine J. Sacco described San- 
tangelo as ‘a kingpin in the song- 






































Wisconsin Effort To 
Prevent Feist Getting 
$250 Copyright Award 


Milwaukee, Jan. 16. 


Latest offensive in Wisconsin tav- 
ern keepers’ war on ASCAP was 
started Thursday (11) in federal 
court here where Charles Hynek, op- 
erator of a dance hall at Manitowoc 
Rapids, Wis., filed a motion seeking 
to prevent Leo Feist, Inc., New York 
music publisher, from collecting a 





$250 fee for federal copyright in- | 


| posers, Authors and Publishers. John 
|G. Paine, ASCAP general manager, 


left for the west last week to notify 
present district heads of the pro- 
posed changes and to set up his di- 
visional centralization plan in Hol- 
ly wood. 

It’s a drastic move as far as rep- 
resentation in the mountain and Pa- 
cific areas are concerned. Instead 
of lawyers continuing to serve as 
reps in Denver, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles and Portland ASCAP will 
establish its own offices, with all of 
' these reporting direct to the new di- 
| visional office. Latter will be in 
| charge of Richard Powers, who has 
‘been in recent months supervising 
, the ASCAP operated district offices. 
The reorganization will eliminate 








participants, and this year they 
| Wiil have five bands playing for 
| them—three swing orchestras 
and two novelty outfits, aug- 
mented by the customary two or 
three ‘Leedle German Bands’ 
among the maskers to add to the 
general gemutlichkeit. 


Radio Station Gumshoes 
Joey Kearns Orchestra; 














Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
WCAU has put the hush-hush on 


Wants Quiet Break-In 





of the committee and how their 
votes were to be spread around so 
as to insure the election of the pre- 
selected group. 


For some reason or other the same 
clique didn’t hold its pre-election 
huddle this year, and appointment to 
the committee, which decides on the 
allocation of 30% of the publishers’ 
royalties, has become a hot, open 
fight. The campaign has created a 
number of new alliances and lots of 
intense swapping of blocks of votes. 

The four pop publishers on the 
present committee seeking re-elec- 
tion are Saul Bornstein, Max Drey- 
fuss, Louis Bernstein and Jack Breg- 
man. Among those now electioneer- 
ing for one of these spots are Her- 
man Starr, head of the Warner Bros. 


—“ i we 
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Tighten Lines of Piracy Fight As Chicago Ball March 25 Hot Vote-Swapping El For 
1 | — pp 
e © Chicago, Jan. 16. . * eye 
| J | ‘Tin Pan Alley Ball will be held in 
al ange 0 a e or 9 on ‘the Terrace Room of the Morrison it V roup 
| hotel on March 25, 
+ This ig the second annual coin- ee 
: raising spree to be held by the Pro- : 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- Unconsciously Classy fessional Music Men's organization ‘The Brewers’ Polka’ For the first time since the incep- 
ciation last week began to mail out here, tion of the publishers availability 
‘final notices of warning’ to some 91,- . , . committee in the American Society 
000 magazine retailers as part of its Eliott Paul, American novelist | Milwaukee, Jan. 16. of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
national campaign to suppress the; recently repatriated from Europe, ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ was a nat- /ers there is spirited electioneering 
distribution of bootleg songsheets.| is astonishing all and sundry of ural for this town of big brew- | going on for membership in this 
The letter cited the provisions of| the swing cult in Manhattan by eries, but the men who actually |committee. The balloting closes 
the law which made them either| putting down the notes of the make the amber fluid thought | Friday (19), but up to yesterday 
criminally or civilly liable in han-| three Negro boogie-woogie they should have a theme song | (Tuesday) few of the important pub- 
dling such sheets and pointed out| pianists, Albert Ammons, Pete even more distinctly their own, | lishers had deposited their votes be- 
that it is mandatory on the court to Johnson and Meade Lux Lewis, and now they have the rival | cause most such publishers were 
award $250 as minimum damage for| all of whom are strictly inspi- tune in ‘The Brewers’ Polka,’ | still unable to work out satisfactory 
each infringement. rational. Notion that such stuff composed by Roy F. Kaiser, of vote swaps for themselves or their 
The letter also mentioned three could be written down is Paul's this town, and it will have its | favored candidates. 
legal songsheets now on the market,/ Own. He’s a literary highbrow preem at the annual Brewers’ In previous years the roster of ~ “ys 
namely, ‘Song Hits’ as published by who used to be a musician him- ball in the Milwaukee Auditor- the succeeding available committee 
Song Lyrics, Inc., ‘Sing Session’ (At-| Self. ; a on Jan. 27. was pretty well deterxn i even 
Jas Music Corp.) and ‘400 Songs to Probably his most erudite con- Complete reorganization of its far) |, ih years this masquerade | before the ballots got out to the pub- . 
Remember’ (Song Lyrics, Inc.), and| tribution is that the boogie- |. tern operations is being institut- | a “ gna sncg aden for the /lisher membership. A few of the - 
suggested that if the dealers were in| Woogies are really playing Bach- led serie, debian Midi ah ha, a ee o yrs t os rs and malt, | big availability rat. publishers 
doubt about any others they could| type music and don’t know it. | y y attracting from 10,000 to 12,000 | would get together on the makeup 


sheet racket since 1935.’ Sacco told! fringement because an_ orchestra , gp, | he Opening of its new house band | ,ubjishing group, and E. B. Marks bi 
the court that the prosecution was! played ‘Wabash Blues’ at the resort | yoo reps that sg aes — under the baton of Joey Kearns, with "alien Mills Music a. . 
prepared to show that Santangelo} last July. | m 8 RUM cases f0r | skedded for tomorrow (Wed.). Or- ‘4 





ordered 250,000 songsheets from a 
Bridgeport printer and that an FBI, 
investigation disclosed that these} 
sheets were to be distributed over | 
an area ranging from New England | 
to as far south as the Carolinas. 
Santangelo and Mancini have also 


gators from the Music Publishers 
Protective Association. 





Portland, Me., in Tryout 
With Benny Goodman 
At Big (For Town) Fee 





Portland, Me., Jan. 16. 

Benny Goodman goes into the 
Strand, local film house, for week | 
starting Jan. 21. Swinger’s advent 
will mark initial experiment here 
with a major band on program with | 
pix. House under a previous man- | 
agement tried indie units for a time 
without overheating the turnstiles. 
Outfit is understood to be getting 
a guarantee hovering around $6,000. 


Motion also asked the court to 
compel Feist to deposit a reasonable 
sum with the clerk of court as se- 
curity for costs because the publisher 
is not a state or local concern. Judge 
F. Ryan Duffy announced that he 
would set the time for hearing ar- 


torney for the National Tavern 
League, and he announced that the 
lawsuit was launched to test the con- 


stitutionality of the Wisconsin law | 


requiring music brokers and firms 
representing composers to pay a 


state franchise tax of 25% of their | 


gross receipts obtained in the state 
from fees charged for playing copy- 
righted music. 

Feist has no license to assess fees 


| in Wisconsin, said the tavern men’s 


rep. 





Charles Spivack Back, 
Organizing Within 802 


Charley Spivack, trumpeter who 


| dropped out of Jackson Teagarden’s 


band short time ago to build a band 
of his own, is currently in New 


| York putting together a second new | 





‘many years, 


‘Dubin, McHugh Working 
On Show in Atlantic City 








| Al Dubin and Jimmy McHugh con- 
firm abrogation of their contract 
-with the Warner Brothers. Have 
completed portion of the score of 


their new opus for Shuberts tenta- 
tively titled—‘Keep Off the Grass.’ 
The revue will have a Central Park 
locale and Jimmy Durante, Ray 


| Bolger, and Patsy Kelly as biz bait- 


ers. Opening date—they hope, will 
be sometime in March. Mort Lewis 
is doing the skits. 

During a rest period Dubin took 
time out to discourse with VARIETy’s 
reporter on radio censorship of 
lyrics. “They're getting a little too 
strict,’ he ventured. ‘Several of my 
lyrics from ‘The Streets of Paris’ 
score were stopped for radio, but 


the censors let a lot of ad lib stuff | 


dinarily the advent of a new mu- 
sicrew has been the signal for plenty 
of ballyhoo via the dailies and air 
plugs. Not a line has been printed, 
and’ Kearns’ name has..’t even been 
mentioned by the _ station’s an- 
nouncers, 


‘Blue Room Band’ for at least two 
weeks before any public mention 
will be made. Officials of the sta- 
tion won’t talk about the lack of 
buildup, but it’s believed they are 
| anxious for the new orchestra to get 
|} set before they start any exploita- 


| tion. 


; It was pointed out 
| Krupa’s band opened with a lot of 
| fanfare here after the drummer’s 
| break with Goodman, and because 

| Krupa’s boys weren’t fully set they 

| disappointed many of their fans at 
| the outset. Kearns’ band is set for a 

| heavy exploitation via WCAU and 
| the CBS network, after which it is 
| expected to go out as a ‘name’ out- 
' fit for dance and theatre dates. 








get by because they miss the real | 


meaning.” 





Dubin said he and McHugh will | 


| JACK KAPP’S TRIP 








that Gene | 


and the Metro-Robbins group al- 
ready promised him, E. H. (Buddy) 
| Morris is interested in getting him- 
| self elected as one of the three 
| standard publishers on the commit- 
| tee. Two of the latter, Gus Schirmer 
|and Walter Fischer, are reported to 
| have agreed upon Walter Kramer, 














been indicted in New Jersey on| guments within the week. Kearns band replaces that of Bob | of Galaxy Musie Co., as their choice 
songsheet cases prepared by the| Howard P. Haberla, legal rep for | Atlantic City, Jan. 16, Golden tomorrow. The new outfit | for the remaining niche. 
FBI in co-operation with investi-| the dance hall operator, is also at- will play under the cognomen of the | 





Sues to Stop Ex-Aides 
Going Into Biz on Own 
With What He Taught’ Em 


Joy J. Pierri and the Champion 
{Record Corp. filed suit Friday (12) 
in the N. Y. supreme court, seeking 
an injunction for the next five years 
_against Joseph and Dorothy Victoria, 
ito prevent them from entering the 
| recording business. Both of the de- 
|fendants were employees of the 
| plaintiff until Jan. 1 of this year. 
| It is alleged that during the year 
of employment, the defendants had 
access to the plaintiff’s customers 
and recordings, and have now ae- 
| quired control of the Star Record 











he 


Incidentally, Goodman will be pand. It goes into rehearsal in a| make Atlantic City their headquar- — |Corp., and are going into business 
working against strong competition | week or fe, General pronrttelbee is ters off and on until pi mt of Nine Days in Hawaii—Then Long! i, opposition to the plaintiff. The 
or. second night here. Local Legion | pooking. the ‘Grass’ score. | Stay in California business of the plaintiff consists of 
pust is advertising a jivefest for the = Spivack gathered and started to _— —— | one taking recordings off the air and sell- 
” 224 which will feature the Tony | -ehearse a new group in Minneapolis | 7 | Jack Kapp, head of Decca Record , ing them. 
er (nee Shaw) and Duke Elling- | immediately after leaving Teagar- | Malneck Doubling 'Co. and his wife left yesterday | — 
’ g as rices é : : | re co puter 
ped nig at basement price Pig Sine bap his mind ag came Matty Malneck will double from f aeecogine for a vacation in Hawaii. | FROHLICH & SCHWARTZ : 
, ie tat w York to compose his group he Beachcombers, Broadway nitery, | They sail from the Coast Friday (19) 
of New York local 802 men. when he opens Jan. 31 at the N. Y. | and will remain on the islands for 
4 HARTFORD SUICIDE =e Paramount with ‘Geronimo.’ Mal- | ne days. . . ; TAKE UP FLA. MAT TER 
| ‘Faithful te Yeu’ now belongs to neck doesn’t do his specialties until Kapp will follow his vacation with 
Exclusive Music. Will wait till Fa- | after-theatre, Chavez’s congarumba | a protracted stay in California re- ——— 
| FOLLOWS AFM SCANDAL mous’ ‘Faithful Forever’ dies out so band holding forth in the mair at the cording Bing Crosby and others con- Frohlich & Schwartz, general coun- 
not to conflict. cafe. nected with the Decca list. sel for the American Society of 
: eee ; ee eee Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
, P Hartford, Jan. 16. will start taking depositions this 
» | ofran aintea "shortage ot at, ier AD, ah Pasciee Stn tne clogs Florige cove sone 
an alleged s age P ast | a , wi e Society’s Florida case whie 
, ged in the 5 om of — ao of | A SCAP Legal Battery f| akes OSI fion | is slated to come to trial next month. 
usiclans nion, sOuls xreen- . 


| ASCAP is seeking a permanent in- 
junction against enforcement of a 
| Florida law which bars the Society 


" berg, 48, its secretary-treasurer, com- | 
‘4 mitted suicide. Audit of the musi- 





cians’ books was instituted Friday 
and it is feared loss may run ‘much 








Against NAPA’s Performance lee 








| from operating in that state. 


n hich The state’s attorney-general lost in K 
eels BE thai, | the U. S. supreme court an appeal 
od reasurer a ge sg for 21 ws Counsel for the American Society! greup poaches on what might some! no reason why they shouldn't get all | he had taken from a temporary in- 
died as result of taking poison ‘of Composers, Authors and Publish-| day be its own preserves. ASCAP | they're entitled to under the present | ie which had been granted 
8, at a time he was to have answered|ers has come out squarely against; counsel points out that the main|law. Writers have likewise Rca beer by a federal court in 
@n ultimatum to appear at a board the proposed alliance between its; source of the coins in many spots pressed themselves as sympathetic to os on _ a ti 
n, of directors meeting or face the con- | publisher members and the National |are the proprietors themselves and | this tieup with the interpretive wa ee : 
b, sequences, | Association of Performing Artists on/}that relief from the exemption al- | ists. On the strength of the pub- x G D | d K 
aves wife, a son, three daugh- the proposition of collecting a spe-| lowed these machines is contained | lishers’ willingness to join it on the | om erun elaye $ 
i- ters and father. . cial fee or royalty for records used! on the Shotwell copyright bill which } licensing project the NAPA a couple > San Francisco, Jan. 16. t 
5 pak Sari in coin-operated machines. ASCAP | was introduced in the U. S. senate| months ago brought former N.Y. Illness of Tom Gerun’s partner, at 
a 30 : “ counsel contends that the operations | last week. | Mayor James J. Walker into the or- Frank Martinelli, recuperating from eA 
y 000 From Radio Discs of any such setup would result in a; NAPA has been doing its nego- | ganization and elected him president. an appendectomy, is keeping the cat 

2, ; : pe : > the! tiating for an alliance with publish-| There is also the question of pub- maestro from a Havana vacation. He Libs 
’ conflict with rights claimed by g t . ‘ } Bb? 
"s First. MPPA See Sletribetl Society lers through the Music Publishers} lic policy, as far as ASCAP counsel | had reservations all set at a Cuban is 4 

for 19 j ang Aiagpoip sige ! 1 sees it NAPA! Protective Association. Publishers; is concerned. It feels that it has spa, with W. H. Stein, v.p. of Musie 3 
4 r 1940 which Harry Fox, agent and As ASCAP counsel s ective ; h ie ‘th at this | Cc : he , d 7 ; 
‘ trustee, wil] ke t blishers this | is seeking by indirect methods to participating in these talks have re-|enough to contend wit a his Corp. 0 merica, prepared to join 3 
’ make t© puolsners UL : ; ishts| garded the right involved not as a/ time in federal and state legislative; him in Havana next Monday (2}), g 
rt week amounts to $30,000 create a source of performing rights | gardec g f , Bistati ; onde ; 

‘ Most of this ' te ives from | income for itself. While ASCAP is| performing right but as a right | halls without having test litigation but Martinelli’s illness prevented. 3 
a li 3 ; - ee — a” : tate , ie sent law from| which came within the purview of | stirring up a new hornets’ nest from; Besides performing at Bal Tabarin ae Ry 
u1 censing renewals on the World| prevented by the pre: sentation | 4 h t - lessees of | her tro G i tnered 

roadcasting System's recorded li-| licensing these mechanical devices it| the special arrangements provision ; among the operators or lessees of) here, maestro Gerun is partnerec 
rary gs santo to make sure that no other! of the copyright law. They also saw ' coin-operated machines. | with Martinelli in this nitery. 
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Hulaland Getting Hep to Jive, But 
Dance Biz Favors Native Rhythms 


as 





By MARSHALL W. STEARNS 


Honolulu, Jan. 16. 

Dance music in Honolulu’is strict- | 
ly one way. Above all, the bands 
must dish up a hula every other set | 
by way of garnishing the tourist bu- | 
reau’s advance blueplate for the 
visiting firemen. For the rest, the 
only other requirement is to play 
anything and everything. 

The two leading bands, Malcolm | 
Beelby, at the Royal Hawaiian 
(MCA), and Giggy Royse, at the 
Young Hotel Roof Garden (formerly , 
with Jay Whidden), feature rumbas, Filipino labor was imported to work 
tangos and two types of waltzes, as on the plantations. In the last few 
well as foxtrots and hulas, in an at- | years, the children of these immi- 
tempt to please everybody and his grants, born on the islands and 
family. The result is not too forte) therefore American citizens, have 


Swing’s Burden 





Detroit, Jan. 16. 


Now it’s the war that’s blamed 
on swing. 

Jane Cowl, legit actress, mak- 
ing her debut as a lecturer here, 
said, ‘I shouldn’t be at all sur- 
prised if the birth of swing 
hadn’t scratched p2ople’s nerves 
to such an extent that wars are 
possible. That seems like a large 
order, but think it over.’ 











in any department with a blackout | come of age. Educated by American | 


on the swing. schools and colleges, they form a 

The smaller bands at the South great over-night market for the 
Seas, Hawaiian Village, Lau Yee amusement business. And between 
Chai’s and Kewalo Inn dispense a' them, they add up to well over half 


... rougher and less. versatile brand of, the population of the islands. The. 


the same medley. Secret of a long picture business is the best equipped 
run at Honolulu’s top spots seems to to handle this sudden growth with 
be the personality of the leader. | over 20 theatres playing anything 
Beelby is outstanding here, with all week. 


Royse a close second on the strength | The dance business hasn’t adapted 
itself yet. The Royal Hawaiian and 


of a series of energetic stunts in- 
cluding the personal introduction of | the Young Hotel have always made 
new dance steps. a play for the Army-Navy crowd 

All floor shows are limited to local (recently augmented because of the 
talent, since transportation to the is- war) and the older residential group, 








plays it well. Here and there, In 
some of the big bands and tucked 
away in various dives are a few fine 
swing musicians who compare fa- 
vorably with anything on 52d street. 
Nobody has ever tried to get them 


—<——— 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 13, 1940) 





together. 

The future of dance music In 
Honolulu is problematic. The young- 
er generation likes rhythmic music 


ee ES oe 
Oh, Johnny, Oh 


Chant’ proved that it could be well 
done. There are excellent locations 
for stage shows, Concerts and dances, 
and slowly but surely Honolulu is 
becoming swing-conscious. The peo- 
ple who could put it across, how- 
ever, still reel that Honolulu is a> 


Lilacs in the Rain ..... bie ee 





*Filmusical. +Production. 


+Stop! It’s Wonderful (‘Mask and Wig Show’)...... 
*Chatterbox (‘That's Right—You're Wrong’) ......... Chappell 

WE TANGO CPR bs.05 5060000 s0060 
*It’s a Hap-Hap Happy Day (‘Gulliver’s Travels’)..... Famous 


jebeesenseneis abosese 


’ eee eee eeeee tease tee eseeeereeeeeseeee Forster 
tAll the Things You Are (‘Very Warm for May’)..... Chappell 


and is eager to follow the musical South of the Border ........cccccccccccccccccccccccce SHAPITO 
fashions on the mainland, but has RO ote ag ck ipacé eeia aaa adin es sees 640 00018 ... Berlin 
never had the opportunity. The *Faithful Forever (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) ........... .» Famous 
eventual solution may be a combi- Indian Summer ....... heb O65C6600 80595000004 v00 .». Witmark 
nation of swing and the hula. Tommy *At the Balalaika (‘Balalaika’) .......scccessscees ... Feist 
Dorsey's record of ‘Hawaiian War eS Oe rae 100666008 0084600060006000 ED 


*Little Red Fox (‘That’s Right—You’re Wrong’)......Feist 


Winvrrerctce, 
... Spier 


Tree rerrerrigiire: 











one-night town. 
| Lazy Ways 


# | Network Plugs, 














8 AM. tol AM. 





' glasses. Benny Fields, for example, | 


although very near-sighted, is too, Following is a totalization of the 





much of a showman ever to wear the NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


combined plugs of current tunes on 


lands costs a little over $100 per. | 
Lineup usually consists of a hula 
act, less often an exhibition of ball- 
room dancing, and occasionally some 
specialty by a visiting celebrity, so- 
called. 
public opinion seems to differ with- 
out much regard for the music, al- 
though Royse has a rep for novelty 
stuff and Beelby is considered cos- 
mopolitan. The Hotel Young’s policy 
of importing lesser known Coast 
bands through Music Corporation of 
America cracked up some time ago 
and nobody claims to be making 
much money. > 


One-Night Town 


Continual beef of the entertain- 


Because of this sameness, | 


with the tourist trade contributing 
the gravy. This angle has worked 
for years and is still working, with 
the results already described. But in 
ia land justly famous for its radical 


ease at the top spots. In the bands 
themselves, Hawaiian musicians are 
heavily favored everywhere, al- 
though the leaders admit that they 
don’t swing. White bands hesitate 
to admit an Oriental, and Oriental 


_bands exclude Negro musicians. This 
ultra-conservative attitude seems to 
have been manufactured entirely for 
‘the tourist trade, with the practical 
'result that the hulas are tolerably 
| well played while the rhythm suf- 


fers. 


tolerance, Orientals do not feel at | 
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ment business for the past 20 years 
is that Honolulu is a one-night town. | Cae Sp Sane 
This verdict may have been true in One symptom may be seen In a 
the past, but it is only partly true downtown taxi dance joint. Featur- 
today. Any joint with a license is | ing the only Negro jump band on the 
jammed on Saturday night, with or! islands, this spot does a fine busi- 
without dancing. And the rest of the ness with Oriental youngsters as the 
week, pictures, roller-skating, box-| backbone. These kids know their 
ing and wrestling do business. The | swing and can dance to it, as a re- 
explanation seems to be found in | cent jitterbug contest proved. Billed 
Hawaii's peculiar history. In the; as the Brown Cats of Rhythm, the 
early 1900’s Chinese, Japanese and) band plays Count Basie stuff and 








Scoop! 


it gives us great pleasure 
to announce that we 
have acquired the next 


No. 1 
WALTZ BALLAD 
HIT OF 1940... 


THE CREAKING OLD MILL 
ON THE CREEK 


By Al Lewis, Larry Stock, and Vincent Rese 


* ; 
ALL MATERIAL NOW READY 


BREGMAN, VOCCO & CONN, Inc. 
1619 Broadway ° New York 






ago, is currently pressuring incom- 
ing bands to hire producers to prop- 
erly stage, light and dress their out- 
fits. 
with the idea are of the opinion that 
the public has seen enough band 
shows to make poorly staged layouts 


“| reflect against the offending outfits at 


the b.o. 

Recently a few of the bigger bands 
have awakened to the value of hav- 
ing their presentations professionally 
staged. One of the most active pro- 
| ducers in that line is Leo Morgan, 

who staged the Glenn Miller, Jan 
| Savitt and the current Bob Chester 
dates at the Paramount. Week be- 
fore last he flew to Minneapolis to 
put on the Tommy Dorsey band at 
| the Orpheum there, and last fall did 
likewise for Sammy Kaye on a tour 
of the Brandt circuit in New York. 


Italian Book Co. Sues 


The Italian Book Co., Inc., filed 
| two suits in the N. Y. federal court 
|Monday (15) against Gennaro Sco- 
|gnamiglio, Aldo Aldino, Michele 
Rapansio, Aldo Santoro, and Gigi 
Agulia claiming the infringement of 
| two songs. An injunction, account- 
_ing of profits and damages is sought. 
The songs involved are ‘Chella d’e 
Rose,’ and ‘Na Sera e Maggio.’ The 
| infringing singing of the songs took 
place at the Verona theatre, N. -Y., 
and the Volkesta Hall, Long Island. 




















| Style Show Needs Orch 


Dallas, Jan. 16. 

The spring style shows here Jan. 
| 23 and 30 will be produced by Kath- 
|ryn Duffy of Oklahoma City with 
| Anson Weeks and Wayne King un- 
‘der consideration for music assign- 
_ment. Bob Bourdine of the whole- 
| salers’ group and Dick Wheeler and 
' Joe Landwehr of the Plantation Club 
are attempting to swing a music 
booking jointly. 


At Fort Worth merchants will 


| Stage a market show with Freddy 


Martin playing between chores at 


i the Texas Hotel. | 


Band managers who concur | 


cheaters. Nor do most of the —— Monday through Sunday (Jan. 8-14). Total represents accumulated 
ns gon a ~~ Pot aaa | performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
of their ‘unprofessional’ sloppiness denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
that has been increasingly noted of | GRAND 
late. | TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Or Too Much Trouble? eens eeaes sola alia aaa oe Re ree . 50 
The notion has grown among mu-' All the Things You Are...+Very Warm for May..Chappell ............ 44 
sicians that it is old fashioned to’ are anhans bbreeseadesrbeenek ened oireta ed Salsa iredia(g hiaaios 37 
wear makeup. This lack is particu- This Changing Worl ste e ease teense eeeeeesceees TU 3 Se . a 
: liar Faithful Forever...*Gulliver’s Travels........ THRIOUB. 6 vessicweass co 68 
larly noticeable when soloists in the | : 
: eee rr ere rcrr Tye Tire. oo |) ane oo 34 
| band step up to the mike. And of | In Qn O18 Duteh Garden. ...sccccccsecscecs ued SAE 6 bbese'seeees oo a 
course if the leader has number five | Bluebirds in Moontight...*Gulliver’s Travels... Famous ........... — 
juvenile greasepaint on and his men | Oh, Johnny, Oh...........cceceeceeceeeeceeees —S  _ern +. a 
have a dressing room pinochle pal-| Darn That Dream...+Swingin’ the Dream....... BVC ...cccecesees “cs me 
lor, and nothing else, the contrast is |My Prayer............ eee eenseececceceecs es eees Shapiro ........6. coe 23 
painful. I Didn’t Know What Time...tToo Many Girls...Chappell .......... oe 22 
: EAstEle LOMO 10) INO DOCE «5 656 005606 visdseass ses MBO 66.60% vases eco ae 
Houses that add vaudeville turns | at the Balalaika...*Balalaika.... .............. _ pReepenees oon ae 
to work with the stage bands often | Lilacs in the Rain .... ......eeeceececeecceceees | ee | 
see some strange sights when the) Little Red Fox...*That’s Right—You’re Wrong... Feist ............06+ . 20 
specialty people, still true to thea-! I’ve Got My Eyes on You...*Bway Melody..... OO WIOPE 460400000 . we 
trical tradition, are side by side with | You’re a Lucky Guy...tCotton Club Parade....Witmark ........... - WD 
a dance band leader who insists he’s | Goody Goodbye.......... OR BE PAS ee ane |) a re . B 
a personage, not an actor. One | I Thought About You eee eee eee eee ee ee Mercer seers eee ee 18 
factor in the musicians’ attitude is Se Revved eS Gu eS 6S tds a bles oe 64 e0lbe ae eles gle ee ee 7 
that on the whole their music, «=U SO RRR QR ERe a gnegEaNtanqan: Paramount .....0 oe fe 
recorded on wax or broadcast, UN-| Stop! It's Wonderful...+Mask and Wig Show....Spier ............. . a 
seen on the air, has brought them | FE] Rancho Grande............cececccecsecuceeee UME. oss sieweisivamctens - 16 
fame. Hence the indifference to| Do I Love You...+Du Barry Was a Lady........ ee eee — 
stage ways. |To You Sweetheart ag aah eI Seed neal wiapsg ates “e a 
The absence of greasepaint and _ It’s a Hap-Hap Happy Day...*Gulliver’s Travels.. Famous ........... ° 
other personal neglect, some of it. ene [jee Le eee rete ee ee — Rotsletingioa eae ° . 
due to laziness, some of it due to| Holy Smoke..............ssseeeeeeeeeeeee sees MALY veeeeeeeeeees ° 
‘ é ? See NN 2 rch ators bids eae oma hee eon veers i Sree a 
-.| not.having been inculcated with pro-| Does Your Heart-Beat for Me?:..... Ler itT ras BEE 5s ceadeaseve . 12 
fessional standards, has an echo in| Jt’s a Blue World. ..*Music in My Heart......... rere . 12 
the general frowziness of ‘production | Ooh What You Said...+Three After Three...... SOE ocnnsinsees . 12 
values’ of many orchestra. It is| Speaking of Heaven..........c.ccccec eee ceeeeee EE cckwaness ser = 
notable in this regard that the New| Vagabond Dreams...............seeeeeeeeee eens Paramount ........++ 12 
York Paramount theatre, which MN ee hte Asc etna fale sais tab 6 '0i0 > settee eee eee eee Mil B occeseeccecs ones 3 
more or less started the present; Who Told You I Cared?...*Kid Nightingale.....Witmark .......-+++. Hy 
vogue of using name bands as a| } be wh ge od REPRE rere Ve oe ee ae,” eee sstasts ot 10 
nucleus of stage shows five years| Yowre Lettin’ the Grass Grow............e00ee. PE setidaoa ves jac ae 





Band Review 











RITA RIO ORCHESTRA (13) 
Flatbush, Brooklyn 


* Formerly in the line of a couple 
of legit revues and a few years ago 
a hot singer-hoofer in niteries under 
the name of Una Villon, pint-sized 


Rita Rio now fronts an all-gal band 
and bills herself the ‘Mexican Jump- 
ing Bean.’ She’s short on musical 
lore, but does a sort of Ina Ray Hut- 
ton wriggling routine with the baton, 
sporting a succession of shimmery, 
|revealing gowns . Because she has a 
| classy chassis, it’s okay visual stuff 
'for the male mob, but there’s not 
| much to listen to. 


| Band stresses hot stuff, without 
;much playing style and with rather 
|ordinary arrangements. Mostly 
| brasses, with three trumpets, three 
|trombones and a bass horn. Bal- 
jance is composed of three reeds, 
|piano and drums. Miss Rio is the 
{only vocalist, doing an occasional 
‘chorus, but principally prancing back 
|and forth in front and giving out 
{with shrill squeals. No denying it 
'gets the lads down front, one of 
| whom hopped onto the stage at the 
finale last Thursday night (21) and 
attempted to dance with Miss Rio. | 
She seemed willing, but an attend- | 
aat ran out from the wings and gave | 
the guy the rush. 


Band's three main offerings when | 
caught were ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Lover | 
Come Back’ with a vocal by Miss 























| Rio, and ‘I've Gotta Get Hot,’ with 
solo bits by various gals in the band. 
Outfit plays the show acceptably, but 
Miss Rio bows off for that part, one 
of the trumpet players taking over 
| the stick for those portions. Hobe. 


Harry King a Booker 


Lincoln, Jan, 16. 
Harry King, who operated the 
ballroom bearing his wame at Capi- 
tol Beach here for nearly three 
years, states he will become an indie 
booker. King gave up all connec- 
tion with the dancery here Jan. 1. 
It’s now being operated by Beach 
owner, R. L. Ferguson, and man- 
| aged by J. Clair Lanning. 














EVERETT HOAGLAND 


I like your grand 


° . © 99 
“Music Designed For Dancing 
at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Empire Room, New York 


Il be listening to the smooth 
strains of your orchestra when 
you play your swell arrangement 


of 
“YOU'RE FIRST 
ON SECOND AVE.” 


on CBS i ie Friday, 
an. 
JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY 

















“HOLY SMOKE 





THE BIG HAWAIIAN BALLAD HIT! 


“TO YOU SWEETHEART ALOHA” 


By HARRY OWEN (writer of “Sweet Leilani”) 


>ea . 
This ain’t no idle rumor—this song’s got stuff and humor! 


By JOHNNY MERCER 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 


(Can’t Ya Take a Joke)”’ 
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* Platter Plugs and Pans 


Woody Herman, ‘Blues on Parade’-‘Love’s Got Me Down Again’ 
(Decca-2933 ). 





This may be the best record the Herman orchestra has yet turned 
out, surpassing its ‘Woodchopper’s Ball’ which was considered among 
the best of last year. Parade,’ an original in which Herman collabed, 
js a combination of an obscure opera strain by Rossini, solid rhythm, 
and several sock solos, It’s a cutting that has recorded unusual fire 
and enthusiasm from a rhythm section that rides behind the various 
instrumental breaks as solid as the Maginot Line. Rhythm group ham- ‘ 
mers along at a speedy tempo, brass and saxes carrying the classical 
strain at different times behind the powerful tempo setters. Neat 
sito sax solos by Herman in early and late spinning is coupled to 
equally good trumpet and string bass bits, 

Reverse is also an extremely good arrangement of Sammy Cahn-Saul 
Chaplin’s ‘Love's Got Me Down Again,’ in ballad tempo and nice con- 
trast to the hop of its companion piece. On this side Herman shows 
a decided improvement in a clarinet solo, followed by a listenable 
yocal by Carol Kay. It’s slow but nevertheless has rhythmic punch. 


alph Hitz, Dead at 48, Was Shrewd, 
-Showmanly Buyer of Nitery Talent 


In the passing at 48 of Ralph Hitz, | New York with his father in 1906 he 
resident of the National Hotel again entered hotelwork, starting 
anagement Co., Inc., show business with a busboy’s job at $3 a week. 
f lost an astute buyer and ap- From that beginning he rose through 
reciative pioneer. While the han- | various capacities in hotels all over 
ing of talent was a sideline with | the U. S., finally becoming managing 
im, Hitz was responsible for many | director of the Hotel New Yorker in 
entertainment innovation as far 1929. He was made its president in 
hotel dining rooms were con- | 1931 and soon after formed the Na- 
He was rated as knowing tional Hotel Management Co., which 
rsonally more entertainers and at the time of his death controlled 
Jeaders than any other figure in the Belmont-Plaza, N. Y.; Book-Cad- 
e hotel business, taking pride in illac, Detroit; Netherland Plaza, Cin- 
e fact that it was through things cinnati; Congress, Chicago; Adol- 


































rsonalities were first brought into as well as the New Yorker. 
rominence. | Beside his many duties as director 
As a showman Hitz was always of the hotel association he was deep- 
pen to new ideas and willing to ly interested in and very active in 
ake innovations when it came to. the selection of bands to play in the 
r entertainment or bands. He did , various hostelries. 

uch pioneering in the hotel ice 
ow and was first to introduce a 


awaiian room in the east. ' 
Hitz died at the Post-Graduate Privately Respectable 
spital, N. Y., following a heart at- 


ck. He had been hospitalized since Philadelphia, Jan. 16, 
rly December as the result of a Philly musicians who prefer the 








Born in Vienna March 1, 1891, his | swing for their bread and butter, are 
st hotel job was as an elevator op- | forming a symph group for their 











| saxophonist in the old Fox pit band. 
| Bunch practiced at the WCAU stu- 


YESTERDAY'S HIT (aghaieticemaa 
IODAY’S REQUEST | Anita Boyer Leaving 


Anita Boyer finishes up as vocal- 
| ist with the Tommy Dorsey band to- 
|morrow (18), She replaced Edythe 


| Wright in the singing spot at the 















VICTOR HERBERT'S 


THINE 
ALONE 


Featured in the Paramount 
Picture, THE GREAT VIC- 
STOR HERBERT, with Allan 
Jones and Mary Martin, 


M. WITMARK & SONS 


RCA Building New York 


Palmer House, Chicago, last Octo- 
ber. 





Worcester’s Name Bands 
Worcester, Jan. 16. 










ter in near future are Benny Good- 
| man, Jan, 28; Buddy Rogers, Feb. 4; 
|! and Ben Bernie, Feb. 6. 

| First two will appear at Audi- 
torium which recently inaugurated 
Sunday vaudeville shows; the latter, 
will be a Frank Duffy presentation 
in Mechanics Hall. 


















































wEDDIE CANTOR endorses JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY'S a 
«- toOure First on Second Ave. 


Novelty Fox Trot, published by 


M. Baron, Inc., 1650 Broadway, New York 





ggested by him that many of these | phus, Dallas; Nicollet, Minneapolis, | 


ver ailment, classical while being forced to play | 
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Leon Belasco cleffed ‘Rhythm of the 


Universal. 


and Sigmund Krumgold direct the 
music for Paramount's ‘Road to Sing- 
apore. Krumgold has just com- 
pleted musical scoring for Par’s 
‘Typhoon.’ 


for ‘The Saint’s: Double Trouble’ at 


of ‘Please Don’t Say Goodbye’ for 
Harms publication. 


new songs in ‘Irene’ at RKO. 


job on Warners ‘The Magic Bullet.’ 


Eddie Cherkose, Jacques Press and 


lands,’ to be sung in ‘It’s a Date’ at 





Victor Young will compose score 








Roy Webb doing the musical score 
KO. 





Myer Grace wrote words and music 





Joe McCarthy writing lyrics for 


Max Steiner finished his scoring | 











Metro made three scoring assign- | 


;ments:;: Edward Ward on ‘Congo 
Maisie,’ Arthur Gurman on ‘I Take 
This Woman,’ and David Snell on 
the new, untitled, Frank Morgan 
picture, 





j 
Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl cleff- | 


ing songs for ‘It All Came True’ at | 
Warners, 





Luigi Luraschi in charge of scor- 


‘ing on Spanish version of ‘Gulliver’s 
| Travels’ at Paramount. | 


|W 


|the score for Paramount's ‘Safari,’ | 
i 





Frederick Hollander is composing | 


ith Sigmund Krumgold conducting. 


| 
| 





Gus Kahn writing songs for Eddie 


|Cantor’s picture, ‘40 Little Mothers,’ | 
' at Metro. 


Al Newman and Eddie Powell | 





| completed scoring job on Metro’s 


} 


| 
iP 
ly 
| 
| 
| 


iH 


| fessional department of Witmark to | 


‘Broadway Melody of 1940.’ 


Max Freedman and Moe Feinman, | 





hilly tunesmiths, have sold ‘You As | 


ou Are’ and ‘Broadway to the, 


Farm’ to Mills Music. 





Frank Capano, Ray Bretz and Billy 
ays have placed ‘It Always Was | 


' ‘and Always Will Be You’ with Feist. | 
ator in that city. After coming to leisure moments. The outfit is un- | , 


der the direction of Marty Kramer, | 


Gene Grant shifted from the pro- | 


| Larry Spier Music. | 





Jack Mills has acquired from Noe] | 


| Gay the American rights to ‘I’ll Pray | 
for You’ and ‘Run, Rabbit, Run,’ | 


| Mills will in his edition use the same | 


| lyrics and extra chorus contained in |} 
| the British version. | 


| Start of Dorsey's recent stand at the | 


Howard Jackson finished scoring | 


| job on ‘Teddy, the Rough Rider,’ at 


| Warners, 
No replacement been named yet. 


B 


‘The Earl] of Chicago’ at Metro, 


Among name bands set for Worces- | 


} 


| cleffed ‘The Color of Your Eyes,’ to 
| be sung in ‘The House of Seven 


1G 


| ‘Broomstick Buckaroo’ to be sung by | 


|G 


m 


He recently finished a similar chore 
on ‘Magic Bullets.’ 


| 
} 


Werner Heymann scoring ‘1,000,000 
.C.’ for Hal Roach after completing 


eal 
| 


Ralph Freed and Frank Skinner 


ables’ at Universal. 





Johnny Marvin wrote a new ditty, 





ene Autry in the Republic picture, | 


| 
| ‘Rancho Grande.’ 
| 





Max Steiner doing background 
usic for ‘Virginia City’ at Warners. | 


Harry Revel and Ted Fetter cleffed | 


—- 





‘Broadway's Still Broadway’ to be| 
sung in Metro’s “Two Girls on Broad- | 


way.’ 
| way Melody of 1940’ at Metro. 


are a new music-lyrics team. 


‘Especially for You’ has another, 
written with Johnny ‘‘Scat’ Davis, 





ta 


| Lincoln Publishing. 


Herbert Stothart scoring ‘Broad- 





Howard Steiner and Bill Watters 








Phil Grogan, writer of the recent 


gged ‘Spring in My Heart’ set with | 





Hy Baron Turns Stroller 


Cleveland, Jan, 16. 
Hy Baron broke up his five piece | 


| 
| 


| band last week, after three years at 
Avalon Club, to go solo. Went into, 
|College Inn as _ strolling violinist, | 


| 
|W 


ith Sammy Burke as piano accom- | 


| panist. 


Baron second local maestro to 


| disband outfit this season, other be- 
ing Charles Cantor, now with Wil- 


|lard Pott's staff orchestra at WHK. | 
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- can Be oNtY ONE 


THER 


Jind PUBLISHER — 


ROBBINS! 


BECAUSE Robbins policy is to promote 
American songs by American composers! 


IN METRONOME 


The nation’s orchestra leaders voted 
Robbins Music Corporation the most popu- 
lar publishing house, based on their selec- 
tion of 3 outstanding American song hits 
during 1939: 
DEEP PURPLE 
STAIRWAY TO THE STARS 


MOONLIGHT SERENADE 


IN BILLBOARD 


Robbins topped the field by placing its 


song hits in No. | radio position 10 times, 
during 1939. 


On THE HIT PARADE 


Robbins still maintains the all time high with 
MY REVERIE, which remained among the 
first 10 for 14 weeks. The Robbins’ Group 
also holds the all-time second place honors 
with DEEP PURPLE, OVER THE RAINBOW, 
and ONCE IN A WHILE. 


in DOWN BEAT | 


The 1939 popularity poll proved that the 
greatest American musician-composers were 
under exclusive contract to Robbins, 
for modern music, educational books and 
music folios. 











AND IN 1940... 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


Wi WITH... 


MPIONS: 
S —12th Edition 














SETS THE PACE 


3 NEW SONG CHA 
from EARL CARROLL VANITIE 


THE STARLIT HOUR 


ANGEL 


hell Parish and Peter De Rose 


Lic 
by Mi 1 Song Writing Team; 


(The Nation's ie) 


WANT MY MAMA 


nival Hit from Brazil!) 







@tale No. 1 Car 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE > NEW YORK 
MURRAY BAKER, Gen.-Prof. Mgr. LEO TALENT, Prof. Mor 
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Pa. Labor B’d Threatens Crackdown 
On Out-State Bookers, Radio Stations 








VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 








Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
Local radio stations which operate 
talent agencies face stringent prose- 


cution by the State Department of 
Labor and Industry unless they get 
bookers licenses immediately. This 
warning was issued by Anthony C. 
Sharkey, state agent in charge of en- 
forcement of the booking law follow- 
ing a meeting on Friday (13) with 
the city’s agents, at which the law 
was laid down. Sharkey and his 
aide, Margaret Burke, said they 
would brook no chiseling and would 
see to it that the letter of the law 
was lived up to. 

The bookers complained they were 
getting unfair competish from radio 
stations and out-of-town bookers, 
who were able to sell acts without 
paying the State’s $100 fee. Sharkey 
replied that this angle would be in- 
vestigated thoroughly. The only lo- 
cal station with a bookers license is 
WPEN. Virtually every other out- 
let advertises that its talent is avail- 
able for shows, dances, clambakes, 
etc. 

Out-of-town booking offices like 


Music Corp. of America, Consoli- | 


dated Radio Artists, etc. will be 
forced to retain 


Pennsy licenses if they expect to op- | 


erate here, Sharkey said. 
Penalties for violating the State 





i 


see that these regulations are car- 
ried out to the letter.’ 





Night Club Reviews 
PANTHER ROOM, CHI. 


(SHERMAN HOTEL) 














Chicago, Jan. 4. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch with Helen 
O’Connell & Bob Eberle; Fats Waller 





Sharkey and Miss Burke will 
make the rounds of all spots and will | 
make actors, operators and agents 
produce written contracts. Failure 
will bring prosecution, Sharkey 
warned. 

The State official said he would 
also crack down on the ‘three-men- 
on-a-horse’ racket being operated by 
some agents. One of them gets a 
State license and two or three others 
use it. 


Ziegfeld Midnight Frotic 
Becomes Midnight Frolic 
After the N.Y. Law Suit 








| doni & Louise, Roberts & White, Jit- 


Orch (5), Callahan Sisters (2), Mar- 
terbugs (8). 





With two jive aggregations here, 
the college and high school mob is 
shagging themselves into a happy 
sweat these days. 

Dorsey manages to sneak in some 
comparatively smooth, quiet tunes, 
and the novelty is highly acceptable. 
He’s carrying two vocalists, Helen 
O’Connell and Bob Eberle, both of 
whom have capable tonsils and war- 
ble pops to good effect. Eberle also 
doubles as m.c. 

Waller, who’s best at the ivories on | 
his own, remains a solid showman in 
selling himself and his work. With- 


Chi Royale Frolics May 
Switch to Colored Shows 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Ed Fox, who closed his southside 
colored Grand Terrace, is readying 
to take over the loop Royale Frolics, 
which was closed several weeks ago 
by Dennie Cooney. 

Fox has not yet decided whether 
to make the Frolics into a colored 
spot or to continue its previous ofay 
policy, 


e15 YEARS AGOc 


(From VAaArRIETy) 














John McCormack quit radio, And 
all because of a big beef by record 
dealers and concert impresarios who 
stated that radio was cutting down 
his b.o. appeal. Later he sang again 
—and often—on the air. 








out much of a singing voice, he nev- 
ertheless gets his warbling over | 
; strongly. His five-piece orchestra 
blasts plenty, which is just what the | 
shaggers want. 





A permanent injunction prevent- 
ing Nicholas Blair from use of the 


name ‘Ziegfeld’ was entered Thurs- | 


day (11) in New York supreme court 
in favor of the Select Operating 
Corp., Loew’s, Inc., and Billy Burke 





local reps with} 


Ziegfeld. The other defendant, 
| Ziegfeld Midnight Frolic Corp., was 
‘also restrained from use of the name, 
land the corporation, formed by 
| Blair, will probably be dissolved. 

Action, which sought an account- 
‘ing of profits and $250,000 damages, 
| will be withdrawn, and that portion 


booking act range from $100 to) \ nich sought damages and an ac- 


$1,000 fines and from 30 days to two ‘counting dropped. 


years imprisonment or both. 


The plaintiffs 
claim to own all rights in the theatri- 


Another evil that Sharkey prom-'cal business to the name ‘Ziegfeld,’ 


ised would be wiped out is the ver- 
bal contract among performers, 
agents and night club owner. ‘There’s 
been entirely too much of this going 
on,’ he said. ‘Performers have no 
protection unless terms and work- 
ing conditions are set down on paper 
as required by law and we intend to 


| and asserted that Blair was attempt- 
|ing to capitalize on the name. 
Blair isn’t much affected by the 
suit, except the expense of remov- 
ing ‘Ziegfeld’ 
and banners on the building housing 
the nitery. The spot is now being 
called simply the Midnight Frolic. 








‘The, THEATRE of the STARS 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 
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H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





More acts than usual on the show 
; here. Callahan Sisters are a pair of 
|hoofers who manage to go across On 
sheer exuberance, especially with 
‘their finale strut. Mardoni and 
| Louise’s mind-reading bit is the best 
‘item of their act. Mardoni is also on 
jhis own earlier in the show with 
| escape tricks, notably the handcuffs. 
| Roberts and White handle the com- 
‘edy with their burlesque of ballroom 
teams and their satirical impressions 
of typical dancing couples. Gold. 


TIC TOC, MONTREAL 


Equity forced the Shuberts to fork 
over for extra shows to performers 
in the Al Jolson starrer, ‘Big Boy’ 
after some wrangling. 





The California labor commish was 
getting after bookers responsible for 
actors ending touring engagements in 
the state and being dumped there 
jobless, 





‘Is Zat So,’ by Jimmy Gleason and 
Richard Tabor, and featuring the 
former with Robert Armstrong, was 
a comedy click at the 39th St. thea- 
tre, N. Y. 





‘Night of Romance’ was a nifty 
comedy-drama starring Connie Tal- 








Montreal, Jan. 4. | 
Tess Gardella (Aunt Jemima), 
Remus & Renette, Moran Bros., Al & | 
Ted Lane, Lenore Debs (8), Milt} 
‘Happy’ Sherman Orchestra (9). 





This old standby reopened a few |! 





| @ue to difficulties with the licensing 
authorities during the oid Duplessis 
regime. Election of a Liberal gov- 
ernment brings the Tic Toc. back 
again with a tastefully renovated 
room, including the latest in subdued 
lighting effects, air conditioning and 
a postage stamp sized dance floor. 

Aimed at the intimate type of 


room, floor show has one or two 
rather incongruous acts. Moran 
Bros., vigorous acrobatic hoofers, 


with taps and an amusing drunk 
routine are hard and skilful workers. 
But not quite the thing for a room 
of this type. Comedians Al and Ted 
Lane uncork with songs and instru- 
mental gagging which is intrinsically 
pleasing but also rather out of place 
here. Remus and Renette, flashy 
ballroom dancers, are effective and 
click nicely. 

Heading the show is Tess Gardella 
(Aunt Jemima) and a major por- 
tion of the draw is attributed to her 
personality, put across with exploita- 
tion that built songstress up strongly 
among locaf$S with references to her 
‘Show Boat’ role over a decade ago. 
Miss Gardella registers repeatedly, 
and near-capacity biz New Year’s 
night, following SRO night before 
and strong draw during entire stay 
here amply justifies the booking. 

Line (8) is workmanlike. Mori. 





10G Assault Suit Settled 
Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 16. 


Settlement of Edward S. Swazey’s 
$10,000 suit against Albert Michaels, 
operator of the Chateau, nite club, 
was reached just before the case 
went to trial in supreme court here. 

Swazey claimed Michaels ‘beat and 
assaulted him with unjustifiable 
brutality’ at the night club in Octo- 
ber, 1938. Michaels claimed self- 
defense. 





madge. Joe Schenck produced. Also 
in the film were Ronald Colman and 
Jean Hersholt. 





The Avon Comedy Four and Belle 
Baker were among the old standbys 
at the Palace on Broadway, with 
Arthur Byron and Olive Wyndham, 


from the electric sign| weeks ago after having been closed | from legit, augmenting the neat bill. 


| Leo Carrillo was also clicko with his 


| dialect stories. 





| In its 139th week on Broadway, 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ at the Republic, 
, Still was drawing neatly. Other big 
| grossers: ‘Artists and Models, ‘Can- 
| dida,’ ‘Chauve Souris,” ‘Follies,’ ‘Kid 
| Boots,’ ‘Lady Be Good,’ ‘Madame 
;Pompadour,’ ‘Music Box Revue,’ 
\‘Rose Marie,’ ‘Student Prince’ and 
‘Topsy and Eva.’ 





From Legit to Niteries 

John Buckmaster, legit juvenile, 
will make his New York nitery 
| debut Jan. 31 at the Algonquin hotel 
supper room with an offering of 
dramatic sketches and impersona- 
tions. He has made similar appear- 
ances in London, but never in the 
VU. S. 
The son of Gladys Cooper, Buck- 
master last appeared on Broadway 
in ‘Oscar Wilde.’ 


Wednesday, January 17, 1949 


BEACHCOMBER 


BWAY’S NEW 
NITERY CLICK 





Traditional post-New Year’s reac. 
tion has hit the New York niteries 
and business is off save in a fow 
spots. Distinguishing the situation 
this time, however, is another tradi. 
tional followup—that when a new 
place clicks it clicks terrifically and 
knocks off much of the other oppo. 
Monte Proser’s new Beach- 
combers is the latest No. 1 money. 


sition, 


maker, 


The New York counterpart of the 
famed Beachcombers in Hollywood 
is further distinguished by (1) it’s in 
a jinx room, the second floor of the 
building, 


Winter Garden theatre 
which has been variously known a 


the Plantation, Boardwalk, Casa Lo 
pez, Mirador, etc., with more or les 


success; and (2) that this room igs 
proving successful both as a dinner 
spot and as a supper club. To cafe 
men that’s the most extraordinary 
anomaly, since a spot either clicks 
for dinner and lingers on indiffer. 
ently for supper; or it’s a hot after. 
theatre room and does but little din- 
ner trade. Proser’s spot has the tape 


up right from the barrier. 


A former nitery publicist, Proser is 
now exploiting his own spot into big 
b.o., with Lee Shubert and Harry 
Kaufman having but small say-so, 
Walter Batchelor, the agent, is Pro- 
ser’s partner both at the Beach- 
comber and La Conga, Hollywood 


nitery. 


Shuberts get 8% of the gross for 
rent, but Proser’s lawyer, Jack God- 
dard, slipped in a $20,000 maximum 
per annum rental ‘ceiling’ so that 
Proser may be off the nut for rent 


on four-five months’ payments, th 
way the b.o. is progressing. 
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LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 


And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 



































THE THREE RYANS 


“The Fall Guys of Comedy" 


WEEK JANUARY 17 
TOWER THEATRE, KANSAS CITY, MO. 


BACK EAST AFTER A LENGTHY RUN ON THE COAST 


|| Direction: MARTY WHYTE, 540 N. Michigan, Chicago 
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HOLY SMOKE! 
WE ALMOST FORGOT 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYBODY 


CURLEY, MOE AND LARRY 


COURTESY, COLUMBIA PICTURES 


P.S.: LOOK FOR OUR UNIT "SEEING STARS" 
OPENING, JANUARY 19, ORIENTAL THEATRE, CHICAGO 


GLORIA DICKSON 
MARJORIE BELL 


FEATURING 


CLIFF EDWARDS 
BREWSTER TWINS 


ALEXANDER DURCY 
EVELYN FARNEY 


Produced and Managed by LEO MORRISON, Inc 


THE THREE STOOGES 


Staged by MACKLIN MEGLEY. Written by EDGAR ALLAN WOOLF, LEW POLLOCK and HERMAN RUBY 
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_ pitery, with its outdoor dance floor 


as 
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In Havana 








By ABEL GREEN 
Havana, Jan. 16. 


Flagship of Havana’s night life is 

Casino Nacional, government- | 
gubsidized gambling establishment, | 
with Ben Marden, Jack Arkin, Sam 
Salvin and their Marden’s Riviera | 
(Englewood, N. J.) associates oper- | 
ating the place. That takes in the | 
restaurant proper and floor show, as | 
an attraction for the Lady Luck ab- | 
patoir. 

With Ben Marden’s Casino Nacional 
pilled just that way, it’s one of the 
few personality prefixes ever per: | 
mitted at this de luxe nitery-casino. | 
In addition, Marden has a tie-in with | 
the Hotel Nacional and the race- 


track. 

Show reviewed (a new Chester 
Hale troupe-is due in in a week or 
two) is a good composite of inexpen- 
sive, but professional talent. Not 
much more can be undertaken, since 
the Cuban authorities outlawed cou- 
vert charges. Instead, the minimum | 
check obtains and this, in some re- | 

cts, is an even greater evil = lh 
innocent tourist trade, At this catch- | 
ing, sundry cruise-passenger squawks | 
were aired against the Eden Concert, | 
an otherwise pretentious enough 








under a patio. te 
The Casino Nacional has a $2 mini- | 
mum and gives good value for its, 


. 
[ 


Friendly Opposish 





Indianapolis, Jan. 16. 

Lyric and Circle, competing 
stage show houses, are uninten- 
tionally using each other’s stages 
to plug pic bookings. 

Last week, Circle had Jane 
Withers on stage, and next week 
Lyric plays her picture ‘High 
School’ (20th). This week Lyric 
has Andy Devine on stage, and 
next week Circle plays his pic 
‘Geronimo’ (Par), 








Ice Show Draws Record 
$90,000 in Philly’ Cops 
Force Benefit Payoff 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

The Ice Follies of 1940 closed here 
Sunday night (14) after the most 
profitable run in local ice carnival 
history, with 75,000 persons paying 
upwards of $90,000 to watch the 
spectacle at the West Philly Arena. 
Practically all of the 13 perform- 
ances during the eleven-day stay 
were sellouts with SRO signs out for 
at least four of them. Prices were 
$1.14, $1.71 and $2.28, including city, 
state and federal taxes, 





MPLS. CLAMPS LID ON 
JOINTS; MANY ARRESTS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 16. 

Simultaneously with the most ex- 
tensive ‘clean up’ in the city’s his- 
tory, the city council here passed an 
ordinance extending liquor sales 
hours to 2 a.m. on Saturday nights 
and 1 a.m. week days. They had been 
1 am. and midnight, respectively. 
Later hours are expected to be of 
some help to legitimate night clubs. 

Acting independently, a newly- 
formed ‘law and order association’ 
and the current grand jury were in- 
strumental in having the lid clamped 
'on with a bang. A dozen all-night 
spots, some of them unlicensed, 
were raided and indicted. Slot ma- 
chines and other gambling paraphe- 
nalia were seized by the wholesale. 
More than a hundred arrests have 
been made of alleged disorderly 
house keepers and cafe and saloon 
owners—the latter charged with 
liquor law violations. 

Town never has been so ‘closed’ 
before. Niteries that never used a 
key and sold liquor on Sundays as 
well and had been doing a land-office 
business, but for the present at least 
there’s nowhere to go after legal 
closing hours. 

Exhibitors consider the develop- 
ment a break for them, because they 





their b.o. 





believe the night life was hurting 


Thomson Sits in at AGVA, But 
Just to 0.0. Situation; Only 75 





And No Pay 


Philadelphia; Jan. 16. 

Performers were doing a burn- 
up here last week when a lot of 
them gave their services gratis 
for a ‘benefit’ performance. It 
was a testimonial to a_ well 
known Philly judge and the 
Philly politicians were plenty 
oiled. 

Audience scarcely even 
bothered to turn heads to look 
at performers, who wondered 
why they were asked and why 
they came. 








‘Rex Wehers’ ‘Friend’ 
Clips ’Em for $5,500, 





Dayton, Jan. 16. 


But Is Nabbed in St. L. 


Paid-Up Members Attend Meeting 





With its administrative future still 
uncertain, the American Guild of 
Variety Artists is going ahead to set 
up its New York local and fill out 
the personnel of its national board. 
Local constitutional and nominating 
committees were elected at the 
membership meeting Sunday after- 
noon (14) at the Palm Garden, N. Y., 
and eight new members of the na- 
tional board were named Monday 
(15) by the present board. 


Kenneth Thomson, Screen Actors 
Guild executive-secretary, arrived 
Sunday from the Coast, but appeared 
at the AGVA membership meeting 
only long enough to speak in favor 
of reorganizing the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America along 
the lines of ‘one big union.’ He at- 





While Rex Weber and his wife 


The show was at first skedded to 


were on the Colonial stage with Ben- 


table d’hote dinner, plus the twice- 
nightly revues at midnight and 2 a.m. 
Havana is a notoriously late town 
(business doesn’t resume until 10:30- 
11 the next morning, and the weather 
is conducive to late hours) so that at 
certain periods in the mid-evening, 
it’s considered ‘too early’ to do any- 
thing in the way of night life. 

The show proper tees off with Lily 
and Margot, seen in New York at La 


run ten days, but an extra show was 
added Sunday for the benefit of a 
downtown orphanage that was de- 
stroyed by fire last week. The plan 
at first was to turn over everything 
over $5,500 (expenses) to the home, 
but the police stepped in and warned 
that the show could not be staged 
unless every penny taken in at the 
gate went to charity. Otherwise the 
| promoters were threatened with ar- 





Conga, with vocal duos to self-guitar rest for violation of the Sabbath Blue 


accomp. The Townsends are a stand- 
ard dance team who open smartly 
with the lights dimmed for their ‘La 


Cygne’ routine, thence into a rhumba | 


and fast one-step finale. She has a 


nice chassis and his holds are effec- | 


tive. Hope Manning is a songstress 
who does Victor Herbertiana, ‘Don- 
key Serenade,’ ‘Make Believe’ and 
kindred numbers. Guili-Guili is the 
piece-de-resistance with his intimate 
magico. He works like Gali-Gali, 
lacking a shade the finesse and ‘cute- 
ness’ of that Arabic sleight-of-hand 
performer. However, Guili-Guili also 
knows how to mix ’em up and is a 
highly effective cafe floor interlude. 
Dance-Crazy Cubans 

The Cubans are dance-crazy and 
the cheapest taxi dancehalls have 
some amazingly effective giver-out- 
ers of danson, rhumba, conga and 
tango experts. The nickle-a-dancery 
joints restrict themselves to the 
above, plus their native ‘valse’; it’s 
only in the class spots that the Latins 
attempt to shag, foxtrot and the like, 
so that it’s a bit irritating to the 
better-grade tourist, visiting a native 
deluxe nitery, to hear a Stork Club 
counterpart in the dansapation 


Laws, which forbid live acts on Sun- 
day. 

After a hurried huddle in Mayor 
Robert E. Lamberton’s office it was 
, decided to turn over the entire gate 
receipts, $8,700, to the orphans in- 
stead of the $3,200 originally planned. 

This is the second time police have 
tried to stop a Sunday ice show. On 
February 7, 1937, the Ice Follies at- 
tempted to stage a benefit perform- 
ance at the Arena. The then Mayor, 
S. Davis Wilson, sent a squad of 25 
cops to keep anyone from buying 
| tickets. Five thousand persons who 
| had purchased their ducats previ- 
; ously were allowed to enter and the 
| entire management and employees 
| were arrested and fined the next day. 
| Ten per cent of the proceeds of that 
night were turned over to a hospital. 








‘Follies’ Pitt Rebooking 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 
Spectacular smash here Christmas 
| week of ‘Ice Follies’ at the Duquesne 
|Garden, which drew $55,000 in 11 
| performances for a new high in rink 
shows here, has resulted in John 
Harris, head of the arena and prexy 
of Harris Amus. Co., closing contract 





motif, with only occasional sets of | With owners of the skating show 

Latin terp music. | calling for local Xmas week booking 
The Casino Nacional has Guillermo 4?nually through 1945. 

Portela heading the No. 1 band,! Harris has also landed Sonja 

wherein Miguel Voldes, an Afro- | Henie ice show for his Garden week 

Cuban, is the featured vocalist and/Of Jan. 29 after trying and failing 


Musicians May 
Fase Demands 





Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

Good biz at the Earle, now with 
a straight film policy, may cause 
the Musicians Union local here to 
soften up in its demands and event- 
ually mean the return of vaude by 
Warner Bros., according to well- 
founded reports. 

Although nobody officially will say 
anything, musicians have watched 
with dismay as crowds walked past 
their picket lines at the Earle and 
Fox where WB has been featuring 
strong picture product. Now with 
‘Gone With The Wind’ set for an 
indefinite stay at the Earle, the 
musicians union can expect less sup- 
port from the public, which is hun- 
grily awaiting the unveiling of the 
Selznick epic. 

This situation is working in favor 
of Warners, which has been ada- 
ment in its stand that musicians need 
only be hired where there is a vaude 
policy i. e. the Earle. The union 
had asked that Warners employ musi- 
cians at the Earle, Fox and six in- 
dies. For the past three months 
the union has been picketing down- 
town Warner houses, but the man- 
agement has shown no sign of giving 
in to the unions’ demands, 


Vs. WB in Philly 


ny Meroff’s ‘Hellzafire’ company at 
the Colonial (10), Mrs. Sallie Russo, 
alias S. Bernard, with whom they 
had struck up an acquaintance while 
in Cincinnati, skipped out with prop- 
erty valued at $5,500, including a 
$2,500 fur coat and cash to the 
amount of $1,500. 


tended the AGVA board meeting and 
ithe Equity council meeting yester- 
day (Tuesday) and is slated to be 
present at the American Federation 
of Radio Artists board session to- 
morrow (Thursday) and the Four 
A’s_ international board meeting 
Friday. 

Authorized by the SAG board to 
come east only to look over the situ- 
ation and report back, Thomson will 
remain in New York until about the 
middle of next week. Whether or 
not he’ll return to co-operate with 
the AGVA board during the crisis 
in the union’s affairs will depend on 





Detectives in less than 10 hours | the sentiment among other Four A’s 
traced the woman to St. Louis, where | Officials regarding reorganization, he 
police took her in custody on ar- indicated. Bernard J. Reis, Four A’s 
‘rival. The loot was found on her.! accountant who is to issue a report 
She confessed the robbery and was , 0M the subject, has completed a pre- 
returned to Dayton to answer to a_ liminary survey, but its nature isn’t 
charge of grand larceny. i known. Rumored, however, that it 

Mrs. Russo, who had rented a hotel indicates the final report will favor 
room opposite that occupied by the | consolidation and _ offer a concrete 
Webers, told St. Louis police she had | plan for carrying it out. 
taken the coat to keep warm; that; New members of the AGVA na- 
she took the suitcase to carry the |tional board, appointed by the in- 
coat in and then found it contained |cumbent members and bringing the 
cash and small articles. |membership of that body to its full 

The coat and all the smaller valu- | strength of 45, include Dave Fox, 
ables, as well as all but $1,004 of the | Charles Arno, Arthur Ward, Phil 
cash, was found on Mrs. Russo. She ‘Irving, Jack Guilford, Ernie Mack, 
told police she had not taken as | Billy Glason and Sam Kramer. All 
much as reported, but had spent $280! are regarded as ‘active’ members of 
| for clothes. | the union and as having more or less 


liberal leanings. 
SENATOR, PITT, DROPS | sunsey's membership meeting, 
VAUDE AFTER 23 W'KS |tionat committees were elected, was 


Sunday’s membership meeting, at 
| sparsely attended, for which union 
; officials blamed the rainstorm. About 

Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. | 100 were present, of whom 75 were 
Expected folding of vaudfilm at) paid-up members eligible to vote, 











| Senator, one of Harris outfit’s down- | The session had to be delayed some 
| town spots, took place over weekend, 
with house returning to straight pix 


| time for a quorum to arrive. Meet- 
| ing was picketed by three represent- 





|atives from the AFA, with signs 


Ted Schlanger, Warner zone boss, | Friday (12). Spot's latest effort to 
‘has declared he is willing to rehire | PUt over vaude lasted exactly two 
an orchestra at the Earle as soon as, and a half weeks, with Harrises 


the union is willing, and. return | dropping several grand on the try. | 
stage shows to the house. At present | 


| Want Whitehead.’ 


|reading ‘We Want a Variety Union 
Run by Variety Actors’ and ‘We 
Circulars attack- 
ing AGVA and the Four A’s and de- 
fending Whitehead and the AFA 


string bass specialist, but principally 
On the singing choruses. 
Ponce Reyes heads the Cubanacan 
sextet, 
men. 

The Casino, like the San Souci 
casino, is out in the Miramara-La 
Playa sector (beach resorts), but in 
midtown the Hotel Nacional is the 
social center. A new Bajo La Luna 


room (means Under the Moon, liter- | 


ally) is the major attraction. It's a 
fetching outdoor patio, sans roof, 
and makes dancing under the stars 
quite alluring, 
Hotel’s Show 

The Lecuona Cuban Boys are the 
solid senders here, headed by Dolo- 
res, 
bury, Conn., by way of Chicago, 
Monte Carlo, Dusseldorf, etc., until 
the war chased them home. Dolores 
and the Lecuona combo were click- 
ing big in Monte Carlo particularly, 
and thus came to Havana nitery at- 
tention. Ernesto Lecuona, foremost 
Cuban composer (‘Siboney,’ etc.), is 
recuperating slowly in his native 

avana from a long illness and the 

YS carry on without him. Dolores 
at the helm is a hotcha s.a. touch, a 


Obdulio | 


Portela’s band numbers 11 | 


a pseudo-Cuban from Water- | 


for two seasons to get a booking. 


here before because of Garden’s 
limited seating capacity (4,000), but 
okayed deal when Harris agreed to 
her admission range. Arena will be 
scaled from $1.10 to $5, highest price 
ever charged locally for any enter- 
tainment outside of.a ‘Follies’ open- 
ing or Toscanini concert. Ice show 
will play six nights, with no mats 


scheduled, and Harris expects to tie | 


in her local date by booking star’s 
latest picture, ‘Everything Happens 
at Night,’ into his Alvin theatre at 
same time. 





‘Ice Vanities’ $15,000, Syracuse 
Syracuse, Jan, 16. 
‘Ice Vanities of 1940’ wound up 
‘eight-day, 10-show stand at the state 
fair Coliseum here an artistic suc- 
‘cess, but an acute front-office disap- 
pointment. 
| Estimated show failed to gross 
more than $15,000. 


| Coast Unit in Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 
| A new Hollywood unit opens at 








Henie gal had refused to come | there is only one vaude theatre in 
| the city, Fay’s, in West Philly. 


— Angle for Mpls. 
| House If Films Available 





Minneapolis, Jan. 16. 

Despite the fact that the $2,000,000, 
4,000-seat Minnesota theatre proved 
a losing venture for the Paramount 
circuit and the independent Benz 
operators, several] local groups are 
‘reported angling for what is gen- 
erally regarded as a ‘white elephant’ 
\here. Even the fact that during its 
recent tenancy no rent or managing 
director’s salary was charged against 
‘operations, and that big stage shows 
‘plus cash gift nights, lobby dancing, 
etc., were offered along with indie 
films at bargain 20-30-40c. admission 
prices, seemingly isn’t a deterrent. 

It means that the generally held 
opinion that the city’s most beautiful 
|de luxe theatre, which shuttered last 
Thursday (11) after 32 unprofitable 
weeks, will have to be torn down 


Natural for the spot, which could the Jones, Linick & Schaefer Ori- for a parking lot in order to save 
only be improved upon were shealso ental Friday (19), set by Harry taxes may prove erroneous. 


outfitted with a blonde Westmore, as 
tins are nerts for blondes. 


10 style of shaking her maracas, 

and everything else. 

ae Lecuona Cuban Boys are 
Wn on the disks and would make 


‘Continued on page 44) 


r She ; 
Works in the Ina Ray Hutton-Rita_ 


' Greben. 


with Gloria Dickson, Alexander 
D'Arcy, Fairbanks Twins and Cliff 
‘Ukelele Ike’ Edwards. Show is in 
for six days, with house going 
straight pictures Jan. 25 for ‘Gone 
iWith the Wind’ (M-G). 


Heading unit are Three Stooges, 


However, the proposed deals for 
reopening the house in all] instances 
are contingent upon the obtaining of 
major screen product, lack of which 
has been blamed by managing di- 
rector Gordon Greene, for the fail- 
ure of the recent independent opera- 
i tion, 


It’s the third time since house re- 
opened 14 months ago that an at-| (Continued on page 44) 
tempt has been made to establish 
1 .csentations, but no soap again. 


Lastminute move was made to £e!’ ROGERS NAT'L THEATRE 


| concessions from Ragen a 
tagehand ions, t this failed. | 

"Final bill, headed by Will Osborne| WEEK STARTS APRIL 18 
orch, sent gross up slightly, but not | 


|enough, according to management, | 
That leaves | 


were also distributed. They were 











'to justify continuation. Seven days, beginning April 18, 
| Stanley, WB deluxer, once more the have been set as the annual Will 
'only stage show house in town. Rogers National Theatre Week dur- 
ing which coin will be solicited from 
| theatre patrons for support of the 


iv | Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, Sar- 
| Comerford Resumes anac Lake, N. Y., and associated phil- 


Vaude at 2 Pa. Stands aati for motion picture peo- 
ple 


| Comerford resumes vaude on a| Major L. E. Thompson, of RKO, is 
split week basis starting tomorrow | chairman of the campaign committee 
(Thursday) at the Capitol theatres | on which chiefs of all major circuits 


_in Wilkes-Barre and Scranton, Pa. | and exhib organizations are serving. 
Jack Jenney’s orch and Morton | 


, Downey top the initial show in| 
_ Wilkes-Barre. First show in Scran-_ 
ton will include Tony Martin, Happy | 
| Felton’s orch, Nancy Healy and Joe 
and Jane McKenna. 








Cieve. Hotel Quits Shows 
Despite Profitable B. 0. 


Cleveland, Jan. 16. 
Statler’s Terrace Room has shelved 
Detroit, Jan. 16. floor shows on orders from the New 
Bernard Sutter, the owner, was York office, although room showed 
severely burned when Wrens Inn, profit this season with the policy. 
Owosso night club, was destroyed by D’Ivons and Frakson bowed out 
fire Jan. 10. last week, leaving Richard Bono’s 
Mrs. Vera Shaefer, 23, a waitress, outfit and Arthur Murray dancers on 
escaped injury by leaping from the , Wednesday nights as only show in 
i second floor. ithe room. 
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Folding of the Int'l Adds to B way’s 
Post-New Year's Nitery Casualties 





The International Theatre-Restaur- 
ant folded its cabaret portion Thurs- 
day night (11), leaving the bar and 
grill open downstairs, and added to 
the post-New Year's nitery casual- 
ties on Broadway. Early the pre- 
vious week, the French Casino, open 
only one stanza with Lew Brown as 
producer, also called it quits. 

There’s talk now that Chester H. 
Canning, wealthy Boston gas station 
operator, will turn the International’s 
immense room into a deluxe ball- 
room. This idea has been off and 
on for more than a year. 

Plus the last extravaganza at the 
International, a lavish production 
staged by Gene Snyder and Nat Kar- 
son, both of whom were on loanout 
from Radio City’s Music Hall, Can- 
ning’s investment in the spot now 
totals close to $250,000. If he decides 
against the ballroom plan and closes 
his doors, that figure will represent 
his total loss ‘in the venture since he 
first started to angel Alex Finn, 
operator of the Mayfair Club in Bos- 
ton, at the International. For the 
last production, however, Finn was 
out and Canning held the full opera- 
tion as well as financial reins. 


The French Casino’s folding came 
Jan. 2, two nights after New Year's 
Eve. Biz at the latter was capacity, 
but the following night it was re- 
ported that only 20 customers were 
in the theatre-cabaret to gander 
Brown’s straight vaude show. Latter 
got an adverse press at its opening 
the previous week. 

Shapiro & Blumenthal, realtors 
and owners of the French Casino 
property, nee the Earl Carroll thea- | 
tre and Billy Rose’s Casa Manara. | 











UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY 


ONE OF CONEY ISLAND’S MOST 
POPULAR BATHING ESTABLISH- 
MENTS 


Excellent beach and  board-walk 
location. 800 bath houses, 800 lockers, 
steam rooms, showers, laundry, dry- 
ers, complete 
chinery. Swimming pool, 5 hand- 
ball courts. Board-walk counter-bar 
and restaurant, 50 tables, 150 ehairs. 


For inspection and information apply 
W. D. MOORE 


80 Broadway, 
Digby 4-3500 


Room 433, Manhattan 























Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LON DON, WEST-END 




















equipment and ma- || - : ; 
|; with Mike Sacks’ tab-musical, was 


| 
| 
| 
| 





put up the coin for the last cabaret 
try, hiring Brown as producer. Acts 
were contracted for two weeks, but 
it’s understood that they finally set- 
tled for one week’s salary. 

Closing of the International and 
the F. C. leaves Broadway with only 
one deluxe cabaret venture, Nicky 
Blair’s Midnight Frolic, with an 
elaborate production staged by Sey- 
mour Felix. Biz here is reported as 
satisfactory. 


2 Chi Hotel Rooms Close 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Two of the Chicago hotels are clos- 
ing down their niteries for a spell; 
the Congress folding its Casino this 
week after an over-the-New-Year’s 
run with the Ted Fio-Rito orches- 
tra, while the Drake is shuttering 
its Gold Coast room on Jan. 31. 

Drake will relight around Easter 
Sunday on present plans, unless | 
something surefire happens along to 
reopen the room. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











Saranac, N. Y., Jan. 16. 

The thrill of every year happens 
at Camp Intermission during Janu- 
ary, when every performer in the 
Actors Colony gets an invite from 
Mrs. William Morris to attend a fare- 
well gathering and get a fill of Aunt 
Ella Berlinghoff’s home-cooking. 
The party happened as skedded last 
week. Outstanding feature of the 
dinner was the short-bread sent di- 
rect from Scotland by Sir Harry 


‘Lauder, and the entertainment by 


Ben Schaffer, Jack Edwards, Eddie 
Vogt and Forrest Glenn. 

After two weeks vacashing in 
Portland, Maine, Eddie Dowd re-' 
turned to the Rogers. 

Forrest Glenn, formerly with 
Charlie Ahearn’s troupe, here only 
a few months, has gained 20 pounds. 

Roma Bliss, ex-chorine formerly 


welded to Leslie RoBarge, non-pro. 
Al Boerner, ex-Rogersite who did 
the trick up here at par, cards us 


jthat he is now connected with a 


Chicago film exchange. 

Joseph Vaughey, ex-p.a., is now 
airing in Denver. 

Thrilling to see Richard Moore 
(Killian and), up and around for 
one day. He’s a 10-year ozoner who 


i;has seen as many years bedding it. 


Tiny Sue Murray, who did the 
trick here five years ago, back for a 
checkup. They couldn’t find any- 
thing wrong. 

Write to those who are ill. 











FRANKIE 


And His 


—‘"SCATTER-BRAIN” 





* Opening Feb. 1, Roosevelt Hotel, New York 


* Just concluded a successful 3 months’ en- 
gagement at the Essex House, New York. 


* Loew's State, New York (Week Jan. 4th) 
* Topped All Sales on Vocalion Records 
* Composer of the Nation’s Number ONE Song 


DIRECTION: 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


MASTERS 


Orchestra 


| ings. 


MERRY MACS’ RECORD 


Played 8 of Last 26 Weeks at N. Y. 
Paramount 








The Merry Macs, radio-stage har- 
mony quartet, set record for repeat 
engagements during their four-week 
date at the New York Paramount, 
which ended last night (Tuesday ). 

Act had played the house eight of 
the last 26 weeks. 


AQUACADE ROW SKEDED 
TO REACH COURT SOON 


Dispute over the State of New 
York’s share to earnings of Billy Rose 
Aquacade is slated to be ironed out 
in court soon. World’s Fair Corp. 
and Gotham Productions (Rose) are 
co-defendants. 


State through Hugh Reilly, as- 
sistant attorney general, claims that 
$76,601 is due as its share of the 
admissions plus a percentage of earn- 
Pending court proceedings the 
State has $100,000 of Aquacade coin 
tied up. 

State’s contention that the Fair 
and the show acted in collusion and 
conspired to deprive the State of its 
share is denied by the defendants. 
Fair’s contract with the State 
stipulates that both share 50-50 in 
the former’s earnings from the state- 
built amphitheatre in which the 
Aquacade was housed. 


The original contract between 
Rose and the Fair, said to have been 
unsatisfactory to the showman, re- 
sulted in a new agreement as of 
January, 1939. Amended contract is 
reported to have allowed Rose to 
amortize the expenditures of $160,- 
000, cost of the installation of the 
Aquacade tank, for water purifiaca- 
tion and water heating systems. It’s 
held that the Fair failed to notify 
the State that the contract had been 
changed, resulting in charges of 
conspiracy. 


Thomson-AG VA 


Continued from page 43 























issued by an organization calling it- 
self the Variety Actors Betterment 
Campaign Committee, of which 
‘Smiling’ Lou Taylor, nitery m. c., 
is listed as chairman. 

Speakers at the AGVA meeting 
asserted Taylor is not an AGVA 
member, but operates as well as per- 
forms in a night club in The Bronx, 
N. Y. They declared he has refused 
to bargain with AGVA, although the 
union claims to represent a majority 
of the performers in the spot. 

The VABC committee also is dis- 
tributing petitions, which it seeks to 
have signed by variety performers, 














addressed to the Four A’s and the 
| American Federation of Labor, ‘to 
| Sive us a union administered by va- 
|riety actors and to put aside past 
differences...so that we may again 
| go forward under the leadership of 
-~ Whitehead...’ 


Those elected to AGVA’s New | 


| York local constitutional committee 
were Sam Kramer, Arthur Ward, 
Phil Irving, Dave Fox, Emily Marsh, 
Peter Wells, Jack Guilford, Charles 
Arno, Eva Rich, Billy Glason and 
Michael Lewis. Those elected to the 
|; nominating committee were Elson 
Wright (a Negro, who was the only 
one to receive every vote), Peter 
Randall, Henry Dunn, Robert Rein- 
hart, Sid Le May, Roy MacLean, Ann 


and Emily Marsh. Reinhart, because 
it was strictly a local meeting, pre- 
sided. 





200 at Chi Meeting 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 

First open meeting of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists drew 
more than 200 performers to the 
Sherman hotel early last week, 
where many vital problems con- 
cerning AGVA and performers were 
discussed. 

Among the many speakers were 
Willie Shore, Alice Kavan, Billy 





Carr, Jack Irving and Romo Vincent. 














—<<—=s 





Night Life 








a good U. S. importation, with Chi- | 
quito Orefiche, sax, quite a male s.a. | 
kid with his vocalization. He's the 
younger brother of pianist-arranger | 
Gerardo Orefiche, who is the wee 
of the Lecuona combo, which com- 
prises four reeds, three brass and 


three rhythm including the usual 
bongo. 

The chi-chi Hotel Nacional is. 
where they’re crazy for American 
swing and to which so many tourists 
—well, not so many in these days of 
scared boat-travelers—flock, seeking 
the native musical idiom. However, 
Lecuona’s boys do all right on both. 
Among the personne! highlights, in- 
cidentally, is perhaps one of the few 
expert musicians from the Princi- 
pality of Monaco, answering to the 
name of Jaiminitis. He’s a crack 
trumpeter, picked up by Lecuona 
while playing at Monte Carlo last 
season. 


That's all the show, save for The 
Carters, alumni of the Arthur Mur- 
ray teaching corps, now a personable | 
pair of ballroomologists featuring 
the ‘champagne hour’ idea of dem- 
onstration - instruction, which has 
spread far and wide since Glover 
and LaMae first inducted it at the 
Rainbow Room, N. Y., three seasons 
ago. 

Alternate conga combo is Mata- 
mores’ quartet, acting as relief ban 
for the Lecuonas, ' 


Plenty Coin Machines 


Sidelights on the musical equation 
in Havana are the coin-machines or 
juke-boxes all over the island, in 
every pub, tavern as well as better 
grade bar (Sloppy Joe’s, etc.); and 
the fact that the No. 1 disk exponent 
of Latin music seems to be the Wal- | 
dorf-Astoria’s Xavier Cugat. His| 
Victor recordings are all over. | 
Searching for local band interpreta- , 
tions on the juke-boxes, you'll see 
Cugat almost monopolizing the disk 
catalogs. 


The No. 1-2 hits in Havana are 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and ‘Lambeth 
Walk,’ with ‘Me and My Girl’ also 
up there. The latter is the title song 
of the 1938 London musical comedy 
from whence sprang ‘Lambeth Walk.’ 
The all-femme bands in the sidewalk | 
cafes pound out ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
on slightest provocation, in swing or 
in bolero tempo. 


These sidewalk cafes are them- 
selves a feature of Havana. Each has | 
an almost 100% femme band, al- 
though a male trumpeter or bongo, 
expert is seen here and there. The! 
girls get $1 a night straight; $2 for 
the leader and $2 for the vocalist, 
and work seven nights a week. Each 
night they also change the polka dots | 
or shades of their costumes, to fit the | 
bunting on the bandstand. They) 
grind out from 8 p.m. to unconscious, 
and the cheapest good time for the, 
locals is to parade up and down the! 
Prado, opposite the Capitolio, andj 
take in the music gratis—but they | 
must keep moving. Plenty of Bat- | 
tisto’s military police plus the, 





Continued from page 43 


in Havana 





local cops, are there to see they don’t 
lag. tes ov cafes permit lin. 
gering for hours over one 
drink, we to tie 
Tourism isn’t bad considering the 
water-travel caution. There are 
now eight Clipper planes daily be. 
tween Havana and Miami, and they 
come loaded. Reservations are not 
easy to get. The boats are also be. 
coming more and more frequent. 
The U. S. dollar is worth $1.12 when 
properly exchanged; the natives are 
extremely affable and friendly; and 
Havana's billing as ‘the pearl of the 
Antilles’ is more ornate, but not as 
picturesque as the fact that the 
Cuban capital is the Paris of the 
western world. Havana’s chamber 
of commerce overlooks a great bet 
in not ballyhooing this; also that it 
provides a new atmosphere and a 
new language background for U. §. 
tourists. Already, many who were 
addicted to Miami and other Florida 
spas are veering to Cuba in prefer- 
ence. 





|Brandts Return Vaude To 


Jamaica on 4-Day Basis 


Brandt circuit is reopening its 
Carlton, Jamaica, to vaude starting 
Feb. 1, but only on a four-days- 
weekly basis. Shows will come into 
the spot out of the same chain’s 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, and Windsor, 
Bronx. 

First layout into the Carlton will 
be headed by Jimmy Durante and 
Jay Mills’ orch, who start on the 
Brandt time tomorrow (Thursday) 
at the Flatbush. Mills, agented by 
Consolidated .Radio Artists, is a mid- 
west maestro new to New York. 

Durante is virtually set for ‘Keep 
Off the Grass,’ revue being readied 
by Lee Shubert and Harry Kaufman. 
Legiter is due on Broadway in May. 


MALCIA 


Clifford C. Fischer's 
“FOLIES BERGERE” 
Sole Direction: 
Charles Ferrier, Ltd. 
125/9, Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, W. C, 2 Bus. Manager: 
J. Alexander 























MAX HOFFMAN 


Composer, Arranger, Coach 
EXPERT ON VAUDEVILLE 
REQUIREMENTS 
HOFFMAN STUDIO 
123 West 56th St., New York 
CIrele 5-8998 














ALWAYS WORKING 


‘““WHITEY’’ ROBERTS 


Combining the best features of: 
Ist A COMEDY ACT 
2nd A DANCING ACT 
3rd A JUGGLING ACT 


Address: Somerset Hotel, New York 
BRByant 9-0947 


























Howard, Milton Berle, Jack Hilliard | 





(Recently—Drake 


Management: WILLIA 


THE FLORIOS 


Now Featured CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 





Hotel, Chicago) 
M MORRIS OFFICE 
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JACK LENNY and 


Direction HERMAN FIALKOFF 





HELD OVER 2nd WEEK, NEW YORK STRAND 
International Dancing Favorites 


Thanks te HARRY MAYER and HARRY GOURFAIN 


STATLER TWINS 


RKO DAN FRIENQLY 



































PERSONAL APPEARANCES M E MN RY A R uM FT] A THIS WEEK—HEADLINING 


STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO 
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show, whether full or split week 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (January 19) 
THIS WEEK (January 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 











Loew 











EW YORK CITY 
- State (18) 
Louis Sobol 

Joe E Lewis 
Cobina Wright Jr 
Loper & Barrett 


J & M Muilcay 
Sinclair Sis 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (19) 
Major Bowes Co 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (17) 

Bob Chester Orc 

Bert Wheeler 

4 Ink Spots 

Grace McDonald 


oy Davis 
= ATLANTA 
Paramount (19) 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (19) 
Paul Whiteman Or 
CHICAGO 


Chicago (19) 
Borrah Minevitch C 


D 





Gecerges & Jalna 
Ray Bolger 
Guy Robertson 
Anita Louise 
State-ITake (19) 
Rosita Royce 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (12) 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Minnevitch Co 
Duval, Merie & Dee 
Jimmy Byrnes 


Jane Walton 
Bob Puce 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (19) 
Shep Fields & Orc 

Don Rice 
Dead End Kids 
IL & Statlers 


PITTSBURGH 


Stanley (19) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 


(12) 
Folies Parisienne 
READING 





Flo Mayo 

Sam'ls Bros & H'y's 
Gae Foster Gls 

4 Squires 


(12) 
Ray Heatherton 
Ethel Taylor 
June Hovak 
Jack Kitley 
Bert Byron 
Joseph McCauley 
John Clark 
Gae Foster Gis 





Freddy Lightner 
ei ee Ore Virginians 
ritton Or Audrey Corley 
WASHINGTON | Fyibesmen 
Earle (19) Helen Gray 
Red Skelton Robbins Kros 
EE 








AUDREY 


Via: 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


THIS WEEK 
JACK POWELL 
6 VIRGINIANS 


MARK J. LEDDY 


CORLEY 








eer: 











RKO 








BOSTON 
Keith (18-21) 
Top Hatters 
Leon LaFell Co 
Cass Daley 
Trent & Sawyer 
Calgary Bros 
CINCINNATI 
Shuberts (19) 
Kay Kyser Orc 
(12) 
Yacopi Tr 
Gil & M Maison 
Nan Rae Co 
Harris & Shore 
Dick Powell 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (19) 
Yacpoi Tr 
Gil & B Maison 
Henny Youngman 





Harris & Shore 
Dick Powell 
(12) 
Helizafire 
Arien & Broderick 
COLUMBUS 
Proctors (12) 
Kay Kyser Orc 
DAYTON 
Colonial (19) 
Andy Devine Co 
(12) 
Buddy Rogers Orc 
Bellit & Eng Bros. 
Catherine Westfield 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (19-21) 
Ted Adair Co 
Gregory & R'mond 
Kay Hamilton 
Bert Walton 
3 Arnolds 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Windsor (18) 


Johnny Davis 
Al Trahan 

3 Oxford Boys 
3 Wiles 
Patricia Norman 


BALTIMORE 
State (21-24) 


Traco 2 
Novelty Steppers 
(one to fill) 
(18-20) 
Maxine Bros & B'by 
y Janis 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Hippodrome (19) 
oney Fam 
Beverly Roberts 
ohnny Downs 
Paul Remios 


BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (18) 
Jimmy Durante 
Jay Mills Ore 
© Dixon 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Zephrs 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (19-21) 
Ballard & Rae 
R'v's Sis & M’rison 
ommy Mack Co 
(2 to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (19) 
Jer . ° 
“i 
Pat Rooney 


Ore 





Stone & Lee 
16 Lonergan Gis 


FALL RIVER 

Empire (16-18) 
§ Maxellos 
LaVere & Ware 


F & J Hubert e 
4 Dudley Boys 
Phil Farrell Co 


FREEPORT 
Freeport (19-21) 
Rasso & Duval 
Raftone Sis & Gay 
Bob Henshaw Co 
Claire & Shannon 
(1 to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (19) 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Ben Yost Co 
Paul Winchell 
Barr & Estes 
Phil Regan 
Lew Parker Co 
Linda Moody 
MEMPHIS 
Orpheum (19) 
Collins & Peterson 
PATERSON 
Majestic (23-25) 
Russell & Christy 
Polly Jenkins Co 
(3 to fill) 
(19-22) 
Kruger Co 
Harmon & Tobin 
Sully & Thomas 
Watson Sis 
Lucky Girls 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay'’s (18) 
Ghezzis 





LeQuorne Co : 
Frank Conviile Co 
Rimacs 

Music. Hall (18) 


Rita & Rubins 
Margery Daye 
June Forrest 
Carlos Ramirey 
Corps de Ballet 
Kockettes 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Century (21-22) 
Howard Woods Orc 
(19-20) 
Tiny Town Rev 
Koxy (19) 
Eton Beys 
Johnny Burke 
Trixie 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Wy’n, B’o’k & Am’s 
Paul Ash Orc 





PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (12) 
Tom Emerson Co 
Don Cummings 
Troy & Lynn 
McGrath & Deeds 
Ada Canine Pets 
SCRANTON 

Capitol (18-20) 
Happy Felton Ore 
Tony Martin 
Nancy Healy 
J & J McKenna 
WILKES-BARRE 
‘Capitol (18-20) 
Jack Jenny Ore 
Morton Downey 
Eleanor Knight 
Steve Evans 
Dick, Don & Dinah 








Corinna Mura 
Vernons 
James McCo)l 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Cog Rouge 
Nicki Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Tisdale 3 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Ramona Ore 
Virginia Valley 
Deorald Burr 
White & Manning 
Eleanor Wood 
Billie & B Burneil 
Flash & Sunda 

Mon Paris 
Larry Siry Ore 
Mary Cohan 

Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Eli Spivak 
Faith Little 

Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz 
Arthur Tubert 
Vincent Pe Costa 
Bill Farrell 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Grace & C Herbert 
Madalyn White 
Tom Barry 
Dana Kirby 


Rainbow Grill 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant’s 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carter & Bowie 

Beachcomber 

Matty Malneck Ore 
Mapy Cortes 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Lynn & Marianne 
Roberta Welch 
Billy Cascade 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Ann White 
Freda Sullivan 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Will Oakland 
Ben Bernard 
Ethel Gilbert 
Billy Lorraine 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Stephen Isles 

Cafe Society 
Joe Sullivan Ore 

Cinderella Club 
Mitchel Davidson 
Verna Cooke 
Jennie Dolova 
Jean LaMarr 
Mannie Rattiner 
Jose Torres Trio 
Irene Mauseth 
Elena 
Peter Pinto 


Club 18 


Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Floria Vestoff 
Frankle Hyers 
Beale St Boys 
Sackie Gleason 
Barbara Long 
Jimmy Brewster 
G Andrews Orc 


Club Gauche 
Los Argentinos 
Gabriel & Giralda 
Los Caballeros 
Marie del Carmen 
Luis Ortiz 
Argentina Mia 
Louis Ryou 

Cotton Club 
Louis Armstrong O 
Alan & Anise 
Bobby Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Maxine Sullivan 
Avis Andrews 
Princess Vanessa 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Orc 
Fritzl Scheff 
Beatrice Kay 
Claire Scott 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


El Chico 


Hugo Mariani Ore 
Soledad Miralles 
Dorita & Valero 
I.a Gitanilla 
Maria Lopez 
Gloria Belmonte 
Famous Woor 


Woody Herman Orc 
4 Inkspots 
52nd St. Tony's 

Spiv 

Elsie Houston 

John Sebastian 

Tony Soma 

Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Geo Renard Ore 
‘Tom Hardy 

Val Voltane 
Eleanor Woods 
Jules de Salvo 4 
Linda March 


Havana-Madrid 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Rosita Rios 
Sergio Orta 
Estela & Papo 
Gene Alvarez 
Fedrito & Chino 
Tapia & Maclovia 
Elba Valladares 
Hickory House 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hollywd Restaurant 
Vincent Lang Ore 
James Hall 
Dorothy Manners 
Rita Renaud 
Ramona 
Georgette 
Anne Crosby 
Bothwell Browne G 





Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 


Ramon Ramos Orc 
Rosalean & Seville 
Marissa Flores 
Lawrence White 


Hotel Astor - 


Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Ore 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Lyda Sue 
Deane Janis 
Doodles Weaver 
Jack Hilliard 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Geo Olsen Oro 
Harrison Sis 
4 Bachelors 
Patsy Parker 
Jean Blair 
Vera Fern 
Ann Durson 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 


Hotel Essex House 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore’ 
Meymo Hoit 
Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Ore 


Hotel McAlpina 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bob Crosby.Orc 
Titan Trio 

Grace & Nikko 
Paul Gerrits 

Gloria Day 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glenn Miller Orc 


Hotel Purk Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Richard Himber Or 
Ethel Levy 
Fred Lowery 
Gali Gali 
Ella Shields 
Georgie Harris 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
June Robbins 
Medrano & Donna 
Jane Pickens 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


Emile Petti Ore 
Russell Swann 

Hotel St. Morits 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Fawn & Jordan 
Betty Bradley 
Glen Pope 
3 Idlers 

Hotel St. Regis 

(iridium Rveom) 
Chas Baum Oro 
Dorothy Lewis 
B & J Heasley 
Marie de Forest 
Harriette Haddon 
Berniece Stewart 
Lucille La Marr 
Thekla Horn 
Norah Gale 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 


Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 

Hotel Waldorf- 

Astoria 

(Empire Room) 
Everett Hoagland O 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Giovanni 

(Sert Room) 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Mario & Floria 
Frakson 
Gypsy Markoff 

Kit Kat Club 


Connie McLean Orc 
Pearl Baines 
Flash & Dash 
Velma Middleton 
3 Jones Boys 
Bob Parrish 
Tda James 
Bessie Dudley 
Alma Turner 
La Conga 

Carlos Molina Ore 
Drigo Ore 
Diosa Costello 
Desi Arnaz 
Teresita Osta 
Celina & Alberto 
Artini & Consueio 

La Martinique 
Pancho Orc 


Barry Winton Oro 
Marlynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 

Morris King Orc 
Dolores Anderson 

Una Wyte 

Bob Neller 
Russian Kretchma 
Gypsy Rita 

Tania F 
Simeon Karavaeff 


Nastia Poliakova 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov 
Volodia Katov Ore 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Jules Alberti Ore 
4 Debutantes 
Mildred Tanner 
Tap-A-Rhythms 
Doris Moore 
Natalie Gilbert 
Gloria Dawn 


Stork Club 


Charlie Murray Ore 

Monchito Ore 
Tony Pastor’s 

Mario Merin Ore 

Larry McMahon 

Pat Rossi 

Gail 2 

Betty Brooks 

Judy Roberts 


Versailles 


Nicholas D’Amico 0 
Panchito Ore 

Joe E Lewis 
Carmen Miranda 
Jean Mona 


Village Barn 
Tommy Blue Ore 
Radio Rubes 
Dell O’Dell 
Miriam Verne 
Richards & Carson 
Dick Stuart 


Whirling Top 


Geo Morris Orc 
Marcella Claire 
Eileen Mercedes 
Barbara Johnson 
Barbara McDonald 


Midnight Frolic 


Leo Reisman Orc 
Jack Durant 
Eunice Healy 
Nick Long, Jr. 
Ruth Clayton 
Herman Hyde 
Sally Burrill 





Nadia Mirova 


Beverly Wilshire 
Ray Noble Ore 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 

Biltmore Bowl 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Jimmy Castle 
Sunny O'Dea 
Peggy Taylor Trio 
Fred Scott 
Grey & Kathleen 
3 D's 
Alfredo Rhumba Bd 
Dorothy Brandon 


Cafe La Maze 
Hal Chanslor Ore 


Clab Bali 
Robert Bard 
Georgia Trio 

Cocoanut Grove 


Horace Heidt Ore 
and Entertainers 


Earl Carroll 


Bob Bromley 

Bob Williams 

Red Dust 

Ruft Davis 

Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl 

Juvelys 

Ray Parker 

Porthole 

Hubert Castle 

Sterner Sis 

Ken Stevens 

Bill Brady 

Christins 

Evelyn Hirsch 

Singing Strings 

Jean Tighe 

Edward Aguilar Or 

Archie Bleyer Orc 
Florentine Garden 

Sally Rand & Her 
40 Entertainers 

Billy McDonald Ore 

Grace Hayes Lodge 

Charlie Foy 

Neville Fleeson 

Grace Hayes 

Fred Keating 

Peter Lind Hayes 

Jefirey Gill 

Nick Cochran Ore 

Hawalian Paradise 


Luana Woods 
Sam Koki Ore 


Onyx Club 
Marie Bryant 
Jackie Williams 
Stuft Smith Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
H McCreery Ore 
Don & Audrey LeM 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gls 
Geraldine Ross 
Joey Reardon 
Howard Brooks 
Art Kassel Orc 
Blackhawk 
Joe Sanders Ore 
Adrienne 
Sis & Bud Roberts 
Helen Rogers 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 
Californians Orc 
Jeannette 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schuman 


Cecile Pittman 
| Hill & Frederick 
| Bronamont 


Lydia Harris 

Dot Carlson Gls 

Paul Burkette 

Loss & Lyman 

Francine 

Jane Moran 

Herb Rudolphs Ore 
Chez Paree 

Gertrude Neisen 

Paul Draper 

Romo Vincent 

Kay Katya & Kay 

Lou breeze Ore 
Club Alabam 

Rio & Rita 

| Sadie Stoore 

Bee Haven 

| Bernard & Henrie 

Bernie Adler 

kiffie Burton 

Paullette La Pierre 

Dave Unell Ore 

| Dorothy Dale 

|} Edaie Roth .Ore 

Club Minuet 


Inez Gambel . 








Don Richards 


LOS ANGELES 


It Cafe 


Arvine Dale 
Joe Moshay Ore 
La Conga 
Lloyd Pantages 
Kay Kaley 
Wally Burke 
Phillip Lopez Orc 
Paris Inn 
Laurette Nuller 
Riuz Sis 
George & Nanette 
Dominic 
Marg'rite & M’rtinez 
Ken Henryson 
Eric Massey 
Henry Monet 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Orc 
Sardi’s 
Del Porter and His 
Feather Merchanis 
Seven Scas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al Meclntyre 
E Bush Quartette 
Slapsy Maxtie’s 
Loraine de Woods 
Great Revel 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Sid Tomack & R B 
Jerry Brandow 
Moore & Lewis 
Red Stanley Orc 
Somerset House 
Margaret Harris 
Charles Healy 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Swanne Inn 


Art Tatum 
Charlie Evans 
Topsy’s 
G’ndfathers Follies 
M Marcellino Orc 
Victor Hugo 
Garwood Van Ore 
White Elephant 
3 High Hatters 
Annabelle 
Jessie Cryor 
Ruby Logan 
Lou Crawford 
Doug Finnis Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 
Phil Harris Orc 





CHICAGO 


Betty Hill 
Alvira Morton 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 
Colony Club 
Frank Fay 
Edna Sedgwick 
Caesar & Rosita 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Eve Arden 
Yvette Dare 
Eddie White 
Frank Quatrell Orc 
Pronaph Gls 
Club Detisa 
Dorise Bradley 
Sam Theard 
Marion Abernathy 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partalic Gls 
Red Saunders Orc 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 
(Casino) 
Ted Fio Rita Ore 
Pat Travers 
Vicki Allen 
Carol King 
Tito Carol 
Marc Ballero 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 
Bernice Stone 
Stroud Twins 
Maurice & Maryee 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 





Ted Weems Orc 


| Marvel Maxwell 


Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 


Red Ingle 
Enrico & Novello 
Doreen Gls 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Herb Foote 
885 Club 
Paul Rossini 
Johnny Howard 
Houston & Harden 
Nino Rinalki Orc 
Franke’s Casino 
Patsy Lu Rains 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 
Ritchies 
Helen Fox 
Kay. Karrol 
Tonya 
Buddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90's 
Ginger Woods 
Sid Schapps 
De Nova Twins 
Toby Lee 
Jessie Garwood 
Bob Danders Jr Or 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Paul Ore 
Patricia Thomas 
Grand Terrace 
Earl Hines Ore 
Katherine Perry 
Nortons 
Beachcombers 
Red & Curley 
Grant Page 
Lucille Wilkins 
Leonard Reed 
Harry’s New York 
Ralph Cook 
Florenza 
Dimitri & Frances 
Louise Shannon 
Mel Cole Orc 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gls 
Hi Hat 
Willie Shore 
Gus Van 
Mary Lane 
Kretlow Gis 
Alphonse Berg 
Jimmy Cassidy Orc 


Ivanhoe 
Kit Kat 4 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Kay . Becker 


L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Don Quixote Orc 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 


(Blue Front Room) 

Little J Little Ore 

Kathleen Quinn 
Liberty Inn 

Pinky Tracy 

Roma 

Valerie 

Mary Davies 

John Howard 

Georgia LeReau 

Jimmie O'Neil 

Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Van Toffs Orc 


McLatghlin’s 
Lou Reynolds 
Stan Rittoff Ore 

Millstones 
Frank Donia 
June Harlin 
Jack Roland Oro 
Edna Riley 


Morrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyrter 
House) 

Manfred Gotthelf 
June St Claire 


PHILAD 


Anchorage 
Bradfords 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Bennet Dicco 
Roberta Roberts 
Anchorage Stock Co 
Nick Frazetti 
Gumpy Comfort 


Benny the Bum 
3 Clefs 
Vanderbilts 
Joe Frasetto Ore 
Rose Gallo 
Ben Perry, 
Pegana 
Frances-Alice Gls 
Charlie Kempner 
Sunny Shaw 
Chadwicks 
V'g’ia McNaughton 
Rush Bros 


Burgundy Rm 
(Hotel Bellevue- 
Strafford) 

cliff Hall 
Gloria Vanderbilt 


Cadillac Tavern 
Lillian Chapman 
Bette Hendriques 
Adrienne Gordon 
Audrey Joyce 
Carmen Duvallon 
Freddie Shear Orc 
Birns & Burnachi 
Jack Newlon 
Bonnie Stewart 
Billy Hayes Ore 
Doris O'Shea 
Buck & Bubbles 
Eddie Thomas 
Kippy Velez 
Cedarwood Cabin 

(Malaga, N. J.) 
Pit Procelli 
Nikki Nikola! 
Betty Williams 
Frankle Scnluth 
Walt Temple Ore 

Club 15 
Ruth Webb 
Eileen Manning 
Gar-vey 
Mr. X 
Evelyn Bradley 
Bobby Lee's Ore 
College Inn 
Mildred Gilson 
Ruth Martin 
Rhinehart & Mason 
Danny Montgomery 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hglts, 
Joe Kraft Ore 
June Eldridge 
| Starke & Dorne 

Beryl Walker 
| Delmonico’s 
| Yvonettes 
| Helene Martin 
Frank Hall 
Derby Wilson 
Hazel Williams 


mo 





| ‘Foo’ 


Old Heidelberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 
Murray Octett 
Raonl Kantrow 
Saily Sharrat 

Swiss Hill Billles 
Herbie Orc 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Orin Tucker Orc 
Bonnie G Baker 
Glover & La Mae 
Howard Nichols 
Walton & O’Rourke 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
Jerry Glidden 
(Panther Room) 


Connie Haines 
Tommy Wilson 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Fats Waller Orc 
Mardoni 

Roberts & White 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Wally Rand 

Betty Saxon 

Hal & Judy Stewart 
Jessie Rosella 

Lila Murry 

Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Connie Fanslav 
Kay Norre 
Carol Lord 
Alyse Serf 
Dagmar 
Jackson & Nedra 
Carrie Finnelle 
Ann Valentine 
Taylor & Allen 
Roots Burns 
Joan Wuvds 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 


Griff Williams Orc 
Buddy Marino 


Buzie ‘Q’ 
Yvonne Nova 
Thelma Marlin 
Texas Lee 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 


Swingland 


Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 

Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gls 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
4 Sharps Ore 
Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharon 

Muriel Joseph 
Rae Collins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Genevieve Val 
Marsh McCurdy 


Tower Inn 
Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
Fifi Decca 
Leonard 2 
Bob O Let Gls 
3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Yar 
Doriss Wittich Ore 
Janina LaBoda 
Claudia Coralli 


ELPHIA 


Fonda & St Claire 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Dutkin’sRathskeller 
Frank Ponti 
Joan Barrie 
Casper & Roth 
Dorothy Dailing 
Irving Braslow Orc 
& Buds 

El Chico 
Al Moore’s Ore 
Mimi Rollins 
Pat Chandler 
Jack Randall 
Paula Montoys 
2 Windsors 
Kay Laverly 





Embassy 
Geo Clifford 
Johnny Parrish 
Betty & Sue 
Pat Williams 
Miiri Kellerman 
Billy Maples 
Sheila Dill 
Edith Pillsner 
Louise Hagen 
Sidney Day 
Aileen Cunningham 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Nikke Nikol 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Dorothy Murphy 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Bianco Ore 


Evergreen Casino 
Maureen & Nova 
Kay Allen 
Monty: Wolf 
Countess Monoff 
Mildred King 
Ruth Heiselman 
Leone Leslie 
Helen Chuckles 
Vee Ames Gls 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
Madelyn Wallace 
Millie Jestrah 


1523 Locust 
Fthelind Terry 
Bunbbles Shelby 
Music ifall Gls 
Gloria Ray 
sernice Berg 
Frances Lenox 
Elaine Black 
Lorene Rhoda 
Dolores Merrill 
Kings of Swing Or 
Peggy McCloud 
Ted & Al Lane 


Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 

Pete Foster 

Lang Thompson Or 

Peggy Nolan 

Chuck Eton 

Martin 

Gay 90's 

Chie Wil!iams Ore 

Blackie Johnson 

Black Eyed Peas 





(Continental Room) 


Skippy Williams 
Vernon Guy 
Ethelina 

Gruber’s Hof dravu 


Johny Bauer 
Mann & Videll 
Nadine 

Monya Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 


Henri’s 


Andre & Frances 
Ray O’Day 

Al Blank 

Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Ore 


Hildebrand’s 
Leslie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
Billy Brill 
Pete Hays 
Lydia White 
Blossom Gls 
Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Bobby Lee Orc 
Hildebrand 3 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 
Al Vierra Ore 


Jack Lynch’s 
(H Walton Roof) 
3 Swifts 
Jack Waldron 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
M’jorie Gainsworth 
Georgie Taps 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Herb Dubrow 
Sally Lamarr 
John Torrence 
Edna Torrence 
Mona Reed 
Toy & Wing 
Betty Ann Shor 
Helene Heath 
Nell Fontaine Ore 
Jimmy Blake 

Jam Session 


Billy Kreshmer O 
Jim Thorpe 
Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. J.) 
Tony Edding 
Johnny Kraus Ore. 
Jackie Brown 
Marcellus Trio 
Latimer Club 
Mary Lee 
Joan MacFarland 
Beverly Fisher 
Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradley 
Billy Lee 
Joseph Hayes Ore 
Lexington Casine 


Daymore & Dee 
Mike Jaffree 
Charlie Games Ore 
Jack Spangler 
Tony Senna 

Mary Senna 

Artie Nelson 


Lido Venice 


4 Glamour Gls 
Frankie Schluth 
Marceilus 3 
Sunny. Mason 

Lido Venetians 
Laura Crane 
Murphy & Yvonne 


Little Rathskeller 


Jackie Gleason 
Bert St Claire 
O’Connor Bros 
Isabel Brown 
Murray Wood 
Midgie Fellows 
Peter Sis 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Manva Inn 
Bob Ridley 
Nolan Bros 
Troy 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Dianni Rochelle 
Edythe Sallade 
Dee Doree 
Whirlwind Trio 
New Leader Cafe 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 
Davie Steiner 
Detty Moore 
Rose Gillen 
Pegxy LaMarr 
“Open Door 
Jean O'Neil 
Andy Russell 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Dortie Brennan 
Ia Shons 
Jimmie Rosst 
Buck Calhoun 
Don Anton Ore 
Pataumbo’s 
Cosmos & Lolita 
Gotham Gls 
Estelle Sloan 
Poke & Moke 
Geo & Jean 
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Dianne Collier 
Jeanie Van 


Philadelphian Room 


Don Renaldo Bd 
Freddy Craig 
Button Bankey 
Shirley Olsen 
Lee Kuhn Ore 
Martha Perry 
John Elliott 
Jack Le Baron 
Irene Le Baron 
6 Frolicettes 
Purple Derby 
Bella Belmont 
Ann White 
Marty Burke Ore 
Johnny & Birdie 
Estelle Du Press 
Helen 
Ann 
Jean Lamarr 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Red Lion Inn 
Day Sis 
Ed Chambers Ore 
Kitty Smith 
Frank Dumont 
Sansom House 
Richard Bach 
Joe Dougherty 
Buddy Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Spirits of Rhythm 
Harry McKay 
3 Tell Sis 
Spatola’s 
Doris Stauffer 
Daphne Stauffer 
Bob Ryan 
Stork Club 
Cook & Brown 
Patricia King 
Tremore & Claire 
Bebe Sherm 
Henry Patrick’ Ore 
Alan Gale 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Mammy Gimmy 
Billy Bailey 
Al Moore Trio 
Jack & Johnny 
Jerri Vance 
Joe Armstrong 
Peggy Shields 


Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 
Catlos & Dorio 
Yvette 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Ore 
Andre Francis 
George Reed 
20th Century 
Chit€ Conrad 
16 ¥vonettes 
Shannon & Mein 
Billie Elton 
Hal Thompson Ore 
Mid¢ie Fellows 
Phi. Spitalny Ore 


Venice Grille 


Nora Williams 
Tanya Garth 

Geo Marchetti Ore 
Lillian Ramsey 
Joe Reilly 


Viking Cafe 


Wayne & Kenyon |, 
Geo Scotti 

Happy Thompson 
Billie Beck 
Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Grace O'Hara 


Warwick Hotel 
Herb Hagenor Ore 


Wehber’s Hof Brae 
(Camden) 


Jules Flacco Ore 
Jack Moss 
Elmer Seltzer 
Ilse Hart 
Bruders Alpine Tr 
Ted & Julia 
Rudy Bruder 
Saxons 
Syd tiolden 
Pat Sullivan 
Rathe’r Eldoradians 
Ferranti Trio 
Yvette 

Wilson’s 
Joe Hough, m.e, 
8 Guardsmen 
Marion 
Texas Tommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Johnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 
Yacht Club 
Yvonne Francis 
Vice Cooper 





How Reynolds Bob Karee 
Mitzl Sandre Whitey 
Jerry Delmar Oro Harry Born Ore 
Anchorage Ray Catizone 
J Billy Rizzo 
nae aa Ore Sam Shomberger 
(Gay 90's) 


Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Oro 
Balconades 


Rart Rodgers Ore 
Dottie Alee 

Bill Green’s 
Phil Levant Oreo 
Gale Robbins 
Don Gardoni 

Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer Or 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 


Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Dean Sis 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 
Ray Stiles 

Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 

Harlem Casino 
Sunset Royal Ore 
Froshine 
Jellia Smith 
Ralph Brown 
Genevieve Glover 
Moke & Poke 
Faye & Jimmy 
Myrtle Wilson 
ted Simmons 
Judy Cadova 
Earle & Frances 

Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 

Nelson Maple Ore 





(Continued 


Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 

Hotel Wm Penn 

(Chatterbox) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Jack Edmundson 
Helen Young 
Swede Nielsen 
Trusty & O'Connor 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al DiLernia 
New Penn 

June Gardner Ore 
Gene Navarre 
Ginny Lee 
Pryoe & Dell 
Ruth Stevens 
Betty Bradford 
Armida Warden 
Honey Harlowe 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
T & T Wilkins 
Tip Yop Girls 
Manning & Mitzi 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
Ted Binks 
Dave Rose 
Harry Nosokoff 
Pat McGowan 
Joe Klein 
Al Gable 
Marion Ewing 
Alice Prooks Ore 
Old Shay Gardena 





Etzi Covato Orc 
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Sonja Henie Ice Show Opens in NY. To 
2006 Advance; Jams Mad. Sq. Garden 











MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


George Kiddon, Rita & Rubins, 
Leon Barte, Dorothy Sarnoff, Robert 
Landrum, Music Hall Glee Club, 
Margery Daye, June Forrest, Carlos 
Ramirez, Daily Bros. (3), Rockettes, 








Irving Berlin pops. Returns to the 
woodpile to play and tap dance 
simultaneously. Has_ nice finish 
when she works in black to get 
sparks from hammers as she plays 
'a march tune. 

| Four Franks have shown here be- 
' fore and are good closers. 


Two boys’ 


——— 


ee 


STATE, N. Y. 


Nils T. Granlund (NTG) Rey 
with Chiquita, Gene Pct Stuart 
and Martin, Jane Reynolds and Ken- 
neth Clark, Shavo Sherman, Sandra 
Bylska, Ruthie Barnes, Eileen Joyce, 





M. H. Symph Orch under direction | and two girls mix music, dancing | Gracie Barrie, Showgirls (6): Rut 
7 of Erno Rapee; ‘His Girl Friday’ | and, og ae a Zwerling’s House rch; ‘dest 
i , : 'a ‘Gone Wi ; i , 3 
By JACK PULASKI | with this one. Assembled from | (Col), reviewed in Variety, Jan. 10. | impressions of Scarlett and Rhett Thin Man’ (M-G). 


Norway’s gitt to the rinks, Sonja / vaude, musical comedy and opera, | 
Henie, making her fourth New York | it’s not only surprisingly smooth but, | 
appearance as a professional, virtu-|for a one-week shot staged entirely | 
ally packed Madison Square Garden | locally, it’s remarkably colorful and | 
Monday (15), the first evening of a elaborate. Clever condensation of | 


Music Hall currently adheres to 
the form of the preceding stage lay- 
out in that it also depicts various 
scenes of Manhattan. Laid out in 
four excellent reproductions, ‘The 


week's engagement with the ‘Holly- 
wood Ice Revue.’ Boxes were filled 
with class patronage, and there were 
more $4.40 seats in the arena than 
heretofore, so it looked like the queen 
of the steel runners will equal if not 
top last season’s date in New York. 
Advance sale Tuesday claimed was 
$200,000. : 

While there are other ice shows 
and some difference of opinion over 
the ratings of star performers, there 
is only one Sonja Henie. , At 27 she 


'the book, while preserving the tunes, 
| gets the story across and makes total 
‘a smart novelty. 

Show is presented in three major 
sets and two shallow scenes to cover 
changes. By quick costume switches, 
16 line girls and 12 male singers 
keep scenes effectively peopled with 
legionnaires, their women-folk, Riffs, 
Arabs, slavegirls and incidental hu- 
man atmosphere. 

Ray Heatherton, as the Red 
Shadow, and Ethel Taylor, as Mar- 





has the same girlish charm as when 
introduced locally some years ago as 
the many-time Olympic champion. 


leave when the show was over at 
11:20 at the Garden opening. 

So far as the house was concerned, 
Miss Henie could have danced the 
tango with Stewart Reburn all eve- 
ning. That was his principal appear- 
ance during the performance. As last 


season, the number stopped the show. | characters gets a chance to stand out duced in one by Dorothy Sarnoff and | 
The cus-'jn the abbreviated script, but all Robert Landrum. The setting is an! are Harry James, Anita Louise (New 


There were five encores. 


got, don’t strike the boys and girls 
-in the balcony as the _ ideal ro- 


imancers, but they carry their lines 


Havoc work in plenty of up-to-date 
gags and get a chance to do enough 
nut hoofing to score solidly. Helen 
Gray makes a pretty dagger-wield- 


a strong hand for his ‘Eastern and 
Western Love’ solo as the bearded 
| Ali-Ben-Ali. None of the other 





ing Azuri and Joseph Macaulay gets. 


Bowery,’ ‘Little Church Around the 
| Corner,’ ‘Aquarium’ and ‘Terminal,’ 
‘designed by Bruno Maine, it’s a 
sprightly staged, lighted and cos- 
tumed interlude that’s solidly enter- 
taining. Eugene Braun lighted the 
Leon Leonidoff production. 


Various acts and house groups 
neatly dovetail to form a combina- 
tion entirely lacking in any discor- 
‘dant notes. ‘Manhattan’ theme, in 
ithe form of New York's skyline, is 
|painted on travellers and so used 
i throughout. For the getaway there's 
'‘The Bowery,’ with the Brooklyn 
silhouetted in the  back- 





} 


‘lovers quarrel watched over by a 
|policeman (Leon Barte) and lamp 
| post caretaker (George Kiddon). It's 
‘all in pantomime. Pair then come 
| down front for an equally well-done 
' unison terp. 

| ‘Church’ piece is lyrically intro- 


'in a love scene, 

Forbes gives about two minutes 
of late news, and then introduces 
Devine. Presence of newscaster in 
lineup is attempt by management to 
cash in on his air popularity. 

Offstage introductions slow down 
show plenty. Chatter could be cut 
completely to diminish running time 
and keep bill moving more briskly. 

Biz fair at first show Friday. 

Kiley. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Jan. 14. 


Guizar, Anita Lotise, Dia- 
Orch 





Tito 
mond Bros. (3), Harry James 








| 
| Entertainment and b.o. value of 
current flyweight bill could be en- 
| hanced if proper attention is paid to 
| pace, production and routining. Bet- 

ter judgment, too, could have been 
' used in booking. 


Splitting the marquee attention 


| with Fran Hines, Sam Kaplan, House | 


An N.T.G, girl show is an annual 
event at Loew’s State, but this time 
there’s a little more talent than 
The routining, however, is 
poor and the revue starts like a tur- 


key, but before it’s over the audi- 
ence, rather than the production, is 
doing the gobbling. 

Granlund this outing leans more 
on talent than flesh-display, and 
that’s the chief reason for the show’s 
click. In brief, he’s merely lending 
his name and the atmosphere of six 
showgirls, while the variety turns 
are doing the entertaining. As an 
m.c., N.T.G. is in his usual groove— 
tossing clappers into the orchestra 
pews to make the customers feel in 
a nitery mood even in the afternoon. 


usual, 


Doll-like, smiling, graceful, Miss’ , their singi licks | Bridge hie es 
\ Henie is still an amazing artist. in | Saeaentely ed ciantner ge “june | ground and Rita and Rubens, also| Band; ‘Gentleman from Arizona’) It's more to the credit of the per- 
| fact, the audience did not want to | silhouetted, going through a short | (Mono). formers that they also overcome 


atrocious spotting to click. Of these, 
the receptions given Ruthie Barnes, 
an expert eccentric rhythm tapper, 
and Gracie Barrie, cute little singer, 
were especially notable at the show 
caught on Thursday (11). Both come 
late in the show and practically on 
top of one another. 


Also getting over strongly are 


tomers cheered and whistled as the| work with an enthusiasm that holds accurate reproduction of the New| Acts) and Tito Guizar. Cinema| Stuart and Martin, male comics, who 
team fave a superb exhibition of up the doings. | York landmark and uses the glee player should never have been |are virtually a running gag in the 
rhythm skating. Two specialties are neatly roped; club and ballet corps to fill it out. hooked for this divertissement. Her | unit; Shavo Sherman, mimic of other 


Second part of the show is best. 
Miss Henie seemed to be having 
trouble with the ice during the first 
section, several times it appearing 
that more than her usual effort was 


required. At intermission the rink | 


was resurfaced, and for the second 


part the going was smoother. Freez- 


ing a new top during the show was 
never noticed before. 

Miss Henie is skating more than 
heretofore and has eliminated some 
of the difficult jumps. She skates on 
her toes often and appears to be 
leaning more to a popular style of 
performance skating. Her routine, 
too, has been distributed over sev- 
eral numbers instead of being con- 
centrated. 

There are three major ballets in 
which as many as 56 girl and boy 
skaters participate. One of the most 
appealing is billed Excerpts from the 
Ballet Scheherazade,’ done to the 
music of Rimsky-Korsakoff. Number 
is less conventional than others on 
the bill and more appealing. 

‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ is 
the finale. It follows the lines of last 
Season’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’ but 
the dressing and routine are new. 


|in. The two Robbins doff their Arab 
'blankets to rate strong applause for 
a whirlwind handspring bit and 
|Audrey Corley’s tap dance while 
‘twirling two batons follows a legion- 
/naire drill by the line. Latter has 
‘two sock numbers which, on ap- 
plause, are the show’s standouts. One 
is the drill, with complex and 
‘lengthy rhythm tap sequence with- 
{out music, and other is colorful can- 
| can. 7 

| Six Virginians and Six Tribesmen 
jare merged to handle the vocal 
| choruses and back up the principals 
‘effectively. Proofs that pruning has 


| Eye-catching costumes contribute 
' greatly to the ballet impression. Bit 
‘culminates in a bridal pair emerg- 
jing from the church and being 
‘whisked off-stage in a chauffeur- 
' driven convertible sedan. 
| Next is the ‘Aquarium,’ with Mar- 
‘gery Daye simulating a fish, doing a 
flipout from a tank. This scene is 
backgrounded by an insight into a 
tank with watery denizens, evidently 
| done with film. Miss Daye contributes 
'a looselimbed series of high kicks, 
‘splits and half flips. She’s smooth 
and makes her tricks look ex- 
| tremely simple. Finishes by walking 


work is strictly classical, above the 
heads of the mob, and must buck the 
popular swingeroo type of music 
dished out by the James orch. 


The pit band starts the proceed- 
ings off with an overture, following 
which the James aggregation is 
spotted in a variety of musical offer- 
|ings, interspersed by the various 
turns. Band, which consists of three 
|trombones, three trumpets, five 
| saxes, piano, drums, bass and guitar, 
| is overly brassy, mixing from 
|straight swing to boogie woogie. 
|; With maestro almost continually 
| trumpeting, there is an over-empha- 





‘been pretty much confined to the| across stage on her hands, alter-/| cis on that section. 


| dialog is fact that score still includes' nately changing from an_ inverted | 


!*One Alone,’ ‘Riff Song,’ ‘It,’ ‘Little 
‘Castanet,’ ‘Brass Key,’ ‘Desert Song.’ 
i‘Bold Men of Morocco,’ ‘Bold Bad 


' 


,; Woman,’ ‘Saber Song,’ ‘Mighty Mo- | 


hammedan Chant,’ ‘French Military 
{Marching Song’’ and ‘Eastern and 
Western Love.’ 


| Biz good at show caught opening 
day. Craig. 


_ COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Lee Sweetland warbles the tunes, | 


some set to nursery rhymes. 
Henie counts strongly here also, 
skipping around the rink on her 
toes. She’s also in the first ballet, 
‘Les Sylphides,’ and although the 
number seems too extended, she re- 
ceived many recalls. 

Miss Henie is skating mostly with 


Miss | 





Dayton, O., Jan, 12. 

Buddy Rogers Orch; Lorraine 
:O’Day, Joe Sodja, Catherine West- 
| field, Four Notes, Marion Belett and 
| English -Bros., Bobby Staples; ‘Reno,’ 


| (RKO). 





Harrison Thompson, a crack per- ' 


, Split to a handstand, leg shifts done 
| in perfect rhythm with the orchestra. 


Finale is the terminal piece, pre- 
,ceded in one by the dressed-for- 
| traveling glee club, featuring June 
| Forrest and Carlos Ramirez. Tune is 
| styled somewhat along ‘Schnitzel- 
| bank’ lines, with the two featured 
| singers, however, taking different 
{numbers for their solos. Both ex- 
hibit fine pipes. Setting itself is an- 
other fine copy of New York’s Penn- 
sylvania station. 


| Daily Bros. (3) fit into the scene as 
| baggage smashers, hauling boxes in 
'on a hand truck. Out of one of the 
|eartons they lift the rubberlimbed 
third man to toss him into various 
positions and hang him on a pole by 
his collar for a spring driven jigger 
dance routine. Turn has comedy 
aplenty in the manner in which the} 


| Band leader, who m.c.’s straight, 
| brings on the first specialty, Guizar, 
| who should have the closing spot. 
| Mexican, in characteristic garb, 
| vocals four numbers and is forced 
| into a begoff speech. Makes it diffi- 
,; cult for anyone to follow, 

| Band then breaks into a couple of 
| fast numbers in which James, his 
j}piano player and drummer _ are 
|spotted. Curtains then close on 
|maestro, who introes Miss Louise. 
| With screen player's entrance pro- 
| coodines bog and do not pick up 
| until curtains split on band. 

| Closing spot is held by the Dia- 
|mond Bros., who do everything but 
jcommit mayhem. Boys work hard 
|with their patter, comedy acros, 
'songs and rough-house material, all 
| > and draw heavy palm pat- 
| ter. 


and better-known performers; Gene 
Marvey, pleasant baritone; and the 
closing Eddie, Jack and Betty roller- 
skating trio. Latter continue using 
the old gag of spinning some stooges 
in the audience, one of ’em a heavy- 
weight femme, but it’s still good for 
strong laughs. 

Of the remaining talent, Jane Rey- 
nolds and Kenneth Clark are an or- 
dinary shag-dancing team, though 
the boy does well in a comedy bit 
with N.T.G. and Stuart and Martin, 
which pokes fun at his heavy south- 
ern dialect; Eileen Stanley contrib- 
utes a be-whiskered love-making 
routine with S. & M.; Sandra Bylska 
sings a Russian song and is the buf- 
fer for Stuart's heckling from the 
audience, and Chiquita is a very 
quiet opener with a dance that’s sup- 
posed to be a Spanish, but actually 
nothing more than a minor limber- 
ing up exercise. 

The showsgirls sit at nitery tables 
in front of Ruby Zwerling’s house 
band most of the time, but get an 
|opportunity to show their dramatic 
| training in a brief parade of bathing- 
‘suit fashions. To the stags they 
| probably look like Sarah Bernharats. 
Biz plenty good. Scho. 





FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis Orch (12), Al 
| Trahan, Three Wiles, Julie Sherwin, 





| The Oxfords, Patricia Norman. 


former, too. He duets with her a|, Buddy Rogers offers the most en- 


ae | two handle the knockabout with the| Fran Hines, recent male vocalist | 
number of times, scoring strongly 'tertaining local bill of the season. 


‘tei nin, | ‘dummy.’ | addition to the band, gets by with | ; peat ’ 
with Georges Enesco’s ‘Roumanian |!t’s his first appearance here, except! Rockettes, on for the first time, |My Buddy’ and ‘My Prayer.’ | _, Proceeding with its policy of stage 








Rhapsody,’ the ensemble appearing for a summer dance date, and the| close the scene and the presentation| Biz off on the week-end. = Eck. |Shows and a group of shorts and | 
in colored costumes behind her. |former film player turns in a con-|by appearing as redcaps. Their | newsreel instead of a feature film, 
Miss Henie catches the eye earlier; Getting away to an introductory | Mood.’ Group’s unison turn, without ce ease headed by the Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis 
with a solo conga, appearing in a, by playing a few strains of ‘My| Which no Music Hall show is com- om band and Al Trahan, a combination 


Team earns applause several times | Sistently good show that’s received terp routine is especially bright and the Brandt Bros.’ Flatbush this week 
shimmering gold frock and encores | Buddy,’ and clowning a bit through | plete, is still good for spontaneous | Kansas City, Jan. 13. | that should mean more than average 





for the simulation of native stepping. | Correspondingly. |smartly fitted to the tune, ‘In_ the offers a strong in-person lineup 
Jed Dooley with Audree Evans,'b.0. Layout generally shows neat 





ae re 
r 





‘i with her idea of ‘Beer Barrel Polka.’ | ‘Oh Johnny,’ the band turns to ‘Hot | applause. : . 
i Number called ‘South of the Border’ | Lips.’ with Rogers blowing the! Biz good last show opening night Geraldine Ross, Jack Leonard, | staging. 
has ensemble essaying the carioca | muted trumpet to nice effect. | (Thursday ). Wood, | Barney Grant, Helen Mason, House! The Davis outfit (12) is strictly for 


and rhumba. Before that there’s the | | Line, Jack Wendover House Orch; 


4 ne | First of the assisting artists is | 
currently popular ‘Boogie Woogie.’ | Lorrai Haw * oe 
Of the novelty numbers, ‘Speed,’ in | craine Dey, & nest-looking gal | 


ki ‘ who comes from a clerkship to her 
which 1 lGrs i i 
—. lng skaters contribute, | first professional engagement, sing- | 


Several comedy interludes are well ing ‘Careless’ and ‘Our Last Good- 


spotted. Most popular are Sisk and air Gear teas Seen 
mt Lyman, new to the outfit. They have | Sodja follows with neat guitar pl 
hy the hcuse clapping hands in unison ‘yg - — a 
and earned two encores when é : : 
caught. Bert Clark and Irving Gregg | Catherine Westfield has a nifty 
rouse laughter with their Ferdinand ;™@arionet act. She has Cesar Ro- 
the Bull, while Gregg’s single, a stew | ™¢ro doing a rhumba, a dancer do- 
bit. also gets across very well. ing the “Alice Blue Gown’ number, 
Present cross country tour has |J°¢ FE. Brown as a jitterbug and 
been routed through the south, mid- | Donald Duck skating and quacking 
west, north and east, and upon its | 2!! over the stage. The Four Notes, 
completion Miss Henie is due back |" the Fibber McGee radio hour, 
on the Coast to appear in her seventh | harmonize nicely with ‘Mutiny in the 
picture for 20th-Fox. Show’s pro- | Nursery’ and ‘In the Mood’ and then 
duction is again credited to the | Scotty Burbank, strapping appen- 


studio staff. with Harry Losee stag- | 28S¢s on his shoes proceeds to play 
| the piano therewith, at the same time 


ing, assisted by Robert Linden, and | ‘ a 
Jack Pfeiffer handling the orchestra | toting two trumpets, for which he 
baton. Chicago outfit with Arthur M. 


een i ( e ;; the super-jitterbugs. While for a 
LYRIC. INDPLS | Cisco Kid and Lady’ (20th). foo moments it tones down a bit, 
4 | : z te _ | this being for the ‘Star Dust’ num- 
. ate eta ire» ls Se eee ees 
s ; pr . ar-splitting stuff. Davis him- 
= it on Baer the regular | Self is deep in the groove at all times, 
a meee. a 0 hg are by | directing his band for the most pro- 
rina = pe a “" ogee | nounced jive effect and giving it to 
ao ga “! ; Ss ne in black with |’em plenty loud. He trumpets, blow- 
, p a S, 8 oves and cuffs, in a! ing it to a fare-thee-well, and so does 
| Saalee ond cee off the weed F< a Arthur, who’s in the 
elas P—4 ° ] anda. ” 
Geraldine Ross is brought on by ‘ ee ’t Giv 
mentator brought over from a local Barney Grant, m.c., as opening stand- | hepithed teak tnt” “ond “Old King 
radio station, was running an extra-|2"4 act. She cavorts in series of! Coje’ are among the unit's contribu- 
long 74 minutes at first show Friday | acrobatic stunts, slipping in panto-| tions In additio to trumpeting, the 
(12). Acts lend plenty of variety | mimic comedy, but pacing is erratic. | maestro vocals in @ heated manner 
and all are good mitt winners. Andy | Deuce spot goes to Helen Mason, a| ‘Trahan is down near the close 
Devine (New Acts) and the Dead Monday night amateur winner, who| with Rose Perfect, his soprano foil. 
End Kids are the names which were | $in8S_(Sweet | Mystery of Life.’| The act, with Trahan at the piano 
pulling a fair house. Pit orch is) Youngster is above average, but has/is as diverting as ever, and Miss 
‘moved to stage, and acts. with ex. | Plenty work ahead of her. Perfect’s solo legit, as an encore, tops 
‘ception of Devine, work in front| Hefty Jack Leonard is on for al it off effectively. At one point she 
| Of bandsmen. _— of typo monolog, duo of imi-| also swings a few bars of an aria. 
; ; ations an i : 
ead End Kids, taking moniker and some terping. Best bet| 7, trios, men, and two femme 


oe 








Indianapolis, Jan. 13. 
Andy Devine & Ralph Brooks, 
Dead End Kids, Olympic Girls (3), 
Four Franks, Doris Mae, Gilbert 
Forbes; ‘Money to Burn’ (Rep). 
This week's bill, composed of five 
acts and Gilbert Forbes, news com- | 


nee 








i - Wirtz. 


Ne ae a Ripley citation. 
president, and William H./| Marion Belett and the two Eng- 
Burke, general manager, are again | lish brothers come on with a strong 
booking and handling the attraction. | knockabout act. Boys are skilled 
aes acrobats, and assisted by the stubby 
EARLE WASH and comical little Miss Belett, have 

? ni no trouble in going over, 








from_the presence of Billy Halo 
and Bobby Jordon, of the ecigina! 
, Dead Enders, also include Florence 
|Halpo, Jackie Searie, Bob McClung 
and David Gorcey. Kids have a nice 
routine and score heavily in the 


| is his material, as his near 300 pounds 
| nullify any resemblance to stars he 
| imitates and any extensive tap possi- 
| bilities. 

_ Mary Graham Minor brings on her 
'linegals, and with Grant shows how 


singles are others on the bill, which 
has more than the customary sing- 
ing. Vocaling singles are Patricia 
Norman and Julie Sherwin (New 
Acts). Former is a very vital swing- 


Another novelty is Bobby Staples, 2i8gle department. Each does some | it’s, done. Grant illustrates steps,| Stet who lays it on strong with a 

Washington, Jan. 14. | who's mighty efficient in " maniieg special bit. Halop and Jordon ex-/| With each girl picking it up as dem- | S€res, of pops, topped by ‘Old ee 

‘The Desert Song,’ 60-minute ver-' Out rhythms with a couple of spoons. | change gags. McClung harmonicas | onstrated, all combining into com- ee, ee ee as he te 
sion produced by Harry Anger; with The next-to-closing number gives the | and does imitations. Searle and Miss | Pleted number. Serves also as means number besake the pening. Miss 


drummer a chance to do his whirl- 


Ray Heatherton, Ethel Taylor, F 
ages n, Ethel Taylor, Fred wind stuff to the tune of what 


Lightner, June Havoc, Audrey Cor- : 
ley, Jack Kitley, Byrd Byron, Joseph Rogers announces as ‘Slap Happy 
Macaulay, John Clark, Helen Gray, G'@ndpappy. 

The Robbins, The Virginians, The. The orchestra ‘goes on strike’ for 
Tribesmen, Roayettes; ‘Brother Rat : 
and a Baby’ (WB). 





the finale, whereupon the maestro | 
has a chance to rush from one in- | 


'strument to another and play a bit! nice acro work. .Three girls build | Christmas, 


| Halop do a song routine. 
all get together at the end for a 
| burlesque scene from the ‘Elizabeth 
|and Essex’ film, with Jordon made 
up as a queen. The skit gives them 
,a chance to prove their ability, and 
the ticket buyers like it. 

Olympic Girls (3) open with some 


Then they | 


of introducing gals individually to 
patrons. 

Final spot taken by Dooley, who 
/spiels a line of gags through routine 
of monocycling, bicycling and rope- 
twirling. He's assisted by Audree 
Evans (the Mrs.) and Grant in open- 
ing. Billed as a nut left over from 
Dooley draws steady 





Sherwin isn’t quite so torrid, but has 
a fairly good voice. ‘Oh, Johnny’ 
stands out as her best. 

The Three Wiles, a novelty danc- 
ing turn, are on early, the Oxtords 
appearing later. Both are sturdy 
acts. Oxfords specialize in harmony 
and musical effects which suggest the 





House productionist Harry Anger thereon, It’s an old routine for him) while balanced on larg. é ; i i ; 
Hous L g outin um | é arge ball, then | chuckles, which serve to lace his act! styles of various bands. A few othet 
has gained quite a rep over the past but makes for a whirlwind finish, ! come down front for shoulder stands | neatly. . impressions of barnyard fowl, dog, 
seasons or so for whipping hetero- leaving the audience in a_ highly | and torso tossing. Doris Mae follows! Closing line number finds gals|/etc., cre thrown in for relief. Lad 
de geneous collections of acts into com-' happy frame of mind as the curtains | with a college medley on the mar-| using cocktail shakers in time to 





pact revues, but he hits a new high | close. Kany. | 


imbaphone, then sings a medley of; their taps. 


Quin. 


| 


on the harmonica gets much from the 
Char. 


instrument, 
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Jan. 30. 





There's better than average enter- 
tainment in this bill. Shep Fields’ 
pand offers pleasant sweet-swing 
and provides a slight amount 


mevisual diversion. Dead End Kids 
should have a fair pull because of 
their film activity. 


Fields is currently using four 
reeds, four brasses, two pianos, 
drum, bass fiddle, guitar and accord- 
jon. Maestro himself remains in 
front, waving the stick and moving 
constantly about. He does his own 
announcing and makes a good enough 
appearance to get by. 
utfit’s music is satisfying enough 
for the most part. | Arrangements 
assable, although its version of 
Ravel's ‘Bolero’ is rather tame except 
for the swingy ending, which has 
surprising lift. Medley beginning 
with ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ is 
a standout. Three different men in 
the crew do vocals and Claire Nunn, 
janist, also warbles one tune. She 
asn’t much voice, but her anima- 
tion helps. She also adds a touch of 
flash to the outfit’s appearance. 
Dead End Kids (New Acts) team 
with Sam Hearn (‘Schlepperman’) 
and Mrs. Leo B. Gorcey, the trim 
blonde wife of one of the boys, in 
a reasonably funny turn which ap- 
rs to have been rinsed a bit for 
is appearance. Ff 
Don Rice (New Acts), a lively 
oung gent with a kitful of energy, 
eens the laughs bubbling in a di- 
yersified comedy turn. ; 
Remaining act on the bill is Jack 
and the Statler Twins (New 
Acts), mixed hoofers. Their rou- 
tines are nothing startling, but they 
tap expertly and have a pleasing ap- 
pearance and manner. Hobe. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 

Cliford C. Fischer's ‘Folies 
Parisienne’ with Emile Boreo, Gil 
Lamb & Tommy Sanford, Fallady 
Troupe (6), Briants (2), Myrtill & 
Picaud, Di Gitanos (2), George 
Bruay, Vera Nargo, Xenia, Shalten- 
brand, Max Adkins’ House Orch 
(16); ‘Remember?’ (M-G). 








Producer of ‘Folies Bergere’ shows 
has sold beauty long and entertain- 
ment a bit short in current ‘Folies 
Parisierme.’ Local management may 
have had something to do with that, 
however. Understood at least a 
couple of acts which have until now 
been touring with the Clifford C. 
Fischer extravaganza were dropped 
for Pittsburgh engagement at request 
of WB deluxer. Figured little too 
off-color for consumption by home- 
town straight-laces, 

Even so, this Fischer troupe 
would hardly come close to matching 
his others since not even a pair of 
turns could make that much differ- 
ence. Chiefly, it’s a girl revue, and 
the 24 lovelies help to some extent 
keep the mind off the fact that unit’s 
wanting in practically every other 
department. Among the specialists, 
only impressions are made by Gil 
Lamb, still working with Tommy 

ord, and the Briants, tramp 
acrobatic pantomimists. 

However, Lamb has played here 
several times before and the Briants 
have also been around, which takes 
the edge off the billing. For pres- 
ent purposes, former is simulating a 
honey French accent. He’s the 

iggest click in the ‘Folies’ with his 
loose-limbed, double-jointed hoofing 


heels of Sanford’s whiz session on 
the harmonica. Briants aren’t far 
behind, scoring big and earning their 
applause every inch of the way. 

Iso okay are Myrtill and Picaud, 
selling their adagio number chiefly 
via a rhinestone body coating that 
makes a swell flash, and the Fallady 

upe in some slick tumbling. 
Everything else here, insofar as in- 
dividual acts are concerned, how- 
ode’ is pretty much on the dullish 


inality and less*of the novelty of last 
Couple of ‘Folies Bergere’ shows 


doing a bit of repeating. Couple of 
€ production numbers were in his 
revues, the one with faces 
painted on the bare backs of half a 
Ozen gals coming quickest to mind. 
Ops, in fact, is chorus work, al- 
ugh it isn’t strictly that. There’s 

& minimum of dancing, but femmes 
ae shot through a series of routines 
i t shows their best points and 
a general atmosphere of 00-la- 


ev; 
“up 


ctive than the conclusion. 
‘Be ash numbers billed 
auty Factory,’ 








“rmance), ‘I, ing,’ 
It ace Wedding, 


and the mouth organ hokum on the | 














ductor, who leads Max Adkins’ house 
orch in the pit. Runs around 70 
minutes, and with fairly long feature 
on bill, leaves Stanley only room for 
brief newsreel and trailer. 

._Bad weather didn’t keep house 
from filling above capacity for get- 
away, that ‘Folies’ tag still obviously 
pretty potent. Cohen. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 











Roxy layout this session with five 
standard acts intermeshed in three 
appearances of the Gae Foster line 
girls and a solo warbler added for 
production effect. Affair as a whole, 
aside from the outstanding turn of 
Freddie Craig, Jr., adds up passably 
enough though not to sock results. 


Craig, in the deuce spot among the 
acts, astonishes with his ability to do 
a number of complicated tasks at the 
same time. Working at big black- 
boards, he takes three headlines from 
the current afternoon’s papers and 





Minneapolis, Jan. 13. 
Lawrence Welk Orch (13), Jimmy 
Byrnes, Jane Walton, Duval, Merle & 
Dee, Bob Pace, Borrah Minevitch’s 
Harmonica Rascals (9); ‘Everything 
Happens at Night’ (20th). 





Lawrence Welk is the fourth band 
in successive weeks to top this the- 
atre’s stage shows, and up-and-com- 
ing aggregation finds a warm wel- 
come. 

Offering mostly sweet music that’s 
in contrast to its predecessors’ torrid 
swing, band provides a pleasant in- 
terlude of ear-soothing melody. 
Unit, which won a local following 
during a recent Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace engagement, is 
strongly balanced, Welk m.c.ing the 
show, batoning and playing accor- 
dion. Many band members, too, con~ 
tribute solo bits. 

Neat bill backs the orchestra, with 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica Ras- 
cals setting the fast entertainment 
pace. 

Band opens nicely with ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka.’ A medley of pops then 
introduces individual band members 
for brief solo, Lee Foster plays two: 
trumpets simultaneously for healthy 
returns, paving the way for the first 
of the outside specialty performers, 
Jimmy Byrnes, who gives novel com- 
edy twists to his skilful taps. 

On the moving platform, the band 
is brought to the footlights again for 
well-received clowning by. Parnell 
Grina, singing ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ 
a hillbilly effort. Other unit mem- 
bers vocalize as one performs on a 
small washboard and another jug- 
gles the bass violin on his chin. 

Jane Walton, attractive torcher 
with the tooters, scores with ‘Say Si 
Si,” ‘Baby Me,’ ‘Ch, Johnny’ and 
‘Darktown Strutters’ Ball.’ Orch’s 
concert arrangement of ‘Blue Dan- 
ube’ is a dandy. There’s more com- 
edy when ‘Pee Wee’ Lewis, in child’s 
voice, sings ‘Has Anybody Seen My 
Kitty?’. 

Welk gets plenty of music out of 
his accordion during a pop medley 
number featuring ‘Lazy Bones.’ It 
leads up to another outside specialty, 
a bang-up dance turn by Duval, 
Merle and Dee, two men and a wo- 
man, who furnish thrills and laughs 
with their knockabout adagio. 

Bob Pace, the band’s male vocalist, 
has a powerful baritone and handles 
such numbers as ‘South of Border,’ 
‘Rancho Grande’ and ‘Last Roundup’ 
pleasingly. It’s a prelude to Har- 
monica Rascals, who are, as usual, 
sans Minevitch. They’re panics with 
their clowning and music. For a 
lively finish the band gets hot with 
‘White Heat.’ It’s one of the few con- 
cessions to the jitterbugs. 

Lower floor fairly well filled at the 
Sunday (14) matinee. Rees. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


_ writes them upside down and back- 
' wards—one from beginning to end, 
' the second from end to beginning, 
_and the third from the middle out- 
the main street intersections in any 
town in the country demanded by 
members of the audience. He has a 
bundle of. such stunts, and with his 
sellable personality, earns plenty of 
deserved handpatter, 

' Topping the billing is Bob Howard, 
|heavyweight colored _ swingeroo 
piano-pounder and warbler. Per- 
sonable, he gets over solidly with his 
swell arrangements and speedy fin- 
gering of his original, ‘Talk to Me;’ 
‘Oh, Johnny’ and an ‘F.D.R. Jones’ 
parody. Also contributes a neat imi- 
tation of an electric piano. 

Opener on the bill are the Four 
Rays, three boys and a femme. Lat- 
ter is a tiny, trim figure whom the 
lads toss to each other for breath- 
taking effect. It’s a showmanly 
turn. Whitey and Ed Ford, dog act, 
in the trey, clicks nicely. Terrier 
does some neat forepaw balancing 
on Ford's fingers and dances on his 
hind legs with Ford. Linda Moody 
provides two terp efforts, first with 
castanets to carry out one of the 
Foster gal themes, and the second a 
straight tap. She shows considerable 
technical excellence in both, but lit- 
tle selling ability. Olive Sibley 
chirps a couple choruses of ‘Beguine,’ 
to carry out another of the line’s pat- 
terns, and fades out, which is well 
enough. 

Foster femmes work first in col- 
legiate garb, then in a Latin rhythm 
number with maracas, and finally do 
a routine of laying themselves out in 
patterns on stairs. Middle one is by 
far the most colorful, although trick 
lighting on the finale adds meas- 
urably. Throughout the appearances 
of the gals, there’s a noticeable slip 
in their usual precision. 

Plenty of seats available in the 
house when caught at last show 
opening day (Friday). Herb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Newsreels more and more self- 
expose the ‘staged’ nature of many of 
their clips. For example, there was 
the eloping Eileen Herrick. The 
couple were posed first in a pictur- 
esque honeymoon sleigh, but then 
the cameras fell back revealing the 
absence of a horse. Instead two 
news photogs drag the prop sleigh a 
few silly yards. This makes the clip 
and the couple took bad. 

The Motor Boat show on dry 
planks in Grand Central Palace, 
with professional models grinning 
big, is another gem of phoney news- 
reel stage-management. But the 
most startlingly frank glimpse be- 








Chicago, Jan. 13. | 
Frankie Darro & Co. (2), Edith 
Rogers Dahl, Louis Caster, Mazy & 
Brach, Red Donohue & Co. (2), 
Sunny Rice, House Line (12), Verne 
Buck; Main St. Lawyer’ (Rep). 





There’s at least one synthetic head- 
liner on this bill in Edith Rogers 
Dahl (New Acts), who rated plenty 
of newspaper space with her nego- 
tiations with Franco for the release 
of her aviator-husband, who is held 
as a civil war prisoner in Spain. 

Whether the public remembers 





‘Parisienne’ has little of the orig- | 


ine is on preceding practically | climactic 
b ery specialty and in most cases the , merit. ) I 
is considerably more at- | where, having a good session with 


| such synthetic names is highly prob- 
lematical. The scrap-book may look 
great, but the American public’s 


hind the scenes of press agentry is 


‘provided in Tom Dewey’s appear- 


ance when the announcer frankly 
tells the public that this is just a 
staged picture by an office-seeker 
and, by inference, not to be taken 
too seriously as a glimpse of typical 


'American family life. 


The house in the background. has 
just been bought by Dewey, the nar- 
rator explains. It’s a candidate’s 
dream house with a sweeping lawn 
climaxed by white-pillared porches | 
where a nominee might charmingly | 
greet a committee. The snow has | 
just. conveniently fallen and_ the | 
D.A. is taking the afternoon off for a | 
rollicking session with the kiddies. 
Just like Alf Landon in 1936. 


ward. While doing this he calls out | h 














State, Hartford 

Frail gal from the films and 
legit has taken her hobby—the harp 
—and attempted to convert it into 
a legitimate reason for making a per- 
sonal appearance tour. From her 
showing at this house, she fails. Gal 
is an accomplished harp player, but 
her material is better suited for a 
concert tour than for vaude dates. 

Her skilled stuff is way over the 
heads of the mob. She’s on for three 
numbers, ‘Song Without Words,’ 
‘Last Rose of Summer’ and ‘Endear- 
ing Young Charms.’ Appearing like 
a sweet young thing recently gradu- 
ated from high school, she throws a 
rehearsed, ineffective speech at the 
audience before sitting down at the 
arp. Says something about being 
thrilled by the warmth of the ap- 
plause as contrasted to the cold ap- 
proval of a film director, then drifts 
into hobby talk, which is the cue as 
to what follows. Curtains split and 
she moves to the stringed instru- 
ment. Eck. 


ANDY DEVINE 
Comedy 

24 Mins. 

Lyric, Indpls. 

Coming to this theatre from Holly- 
wood as the first stop on a vaude 
tour, Devine satisfies the customers 
who hanker to see pic people in 
person. Act is partly a plug for the 
Paramount pic, ‘Geronimo,’ as 18 
mins, of the running time is devoted 
to a sequence from the film. 

Working with Ralph Brooks, as a 
West Point lieutenant, Devine plays 
‘Sneezy,’ an Indian scout who has 
been hunting down the renegade 
redskin from which the pic takes its 
title. Set is cabin interior and 
Brooks and Devine work in costume. 
Few giggles are gathered from De- 
vine’s description of Indian fighting 
to the self-important soldier. Pay- 
off is a gag worked up over a mis- 
understanding between a sweetheart 
and a horse. 

After the skit, Devine works in 
one to get some heavy laughs with 
stories of his family and farm. Act 
is okay, but more laughs could be 
worked into ‘Geronimo’ sketch for 
better effect. Kiley. 


EDITH ROGERS DAHL 

Singing, Talk, Music 

8 Mins.; One 

Oriental, Chicago . 

Wife of the aviator now held 
prisoner by Franco government in 
Spain got considerable publicity in 
her efforts to gain his release, but 
that doesn’t make her a solid vaude 
attraction, and on entertainment side 
leaves much to be desired. 

Makes okay appearance and tries 
hard, Sings a medley of Cole Porter 
tunes, which are a bit jumbled at 
present. Would do better to elimi- 
nate some of the songs and stick to 
three or four of ’em, and do them at 
length. For a breather, she takes an 
interview from the house m.c., Verne 
Buck, who questions her about her 
negotiations with Franco; if she has 
heard from husband, when she ex- 
pects his release, etc. Quick and to 
the point, but lacking in color or 
glamor. 

For the finale, Mrs. Dahl races 
through a violin medley, which she 
plays with abandon and showman- 
like enough to get away with it sat- 
isfactorily. Gold. 


JULIE SHERWIN 
Singing 
8 Mins. 
Flatbush, B’klyn. 

Julie Sherwin, a diminutive swing | 
singer but not one who gets too deep 
into the jive groove, is the possessor 
of a fair voice and a good style of | 
delivery. While not quite in the 
big-time bracket as yet, she gives 
promise of getting there. 

Opening with ‘Lilacs in the Rain,’ | 
Miss Sherwin turns to an Hawaiian | 
number, accompanied by the mo- | 
tions native to the Hula girls. ‘Oh, | 


| 


Johnnie, Oh,’ though getting a little | 
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Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 


Four of the lads who played the 
ugnacious gutterpups in Sidney 

ingsley’s ‘Dead End’ on the stage 
and roistered from that into the film 
version and a subsequent screen 
career, are currently doing a pere- 
sonal at the Strand, N. Y. They in- 
clude Gabriel Dell, Huntz Hall, Leo 
B. Gorcey and Bernard Punsley, 
with Sam Hearn (Schlepperman), 
who has a vaude and radio rep of 
his own, and Mrs. Gorcey, a tidy 
young blonde, assisting. 

Act is fair enough for a Hollywood 
p.a., but doesn’t stack up as much 
entertainment except for the boys’ 
reps. It’s pretty rough at times, but 
has apparently been cleaned up 
somewhat for this date. Turn opens 
with the four wandering onstage 
and emptying their pockets of a 
flock of supposedly stolen stuff. 
There are several gags about 
women’s. underclothes and then the 
Script switches to a bit about the 
four joining the army. The blonde 
leads them to the recruiting officer. 
Hearn, and they spill some more of 
the kind of dialog they’ve had in 
films. Hearn has a fiddling session 
in which he shows dexterity on the 
instrument, and then the boys re- 
turn in costume to act in an inten- 
tionally comic hoke meller. All 
commonplace material, but it drew 
laughs at show caught. Hobe. 





TRUE AND TRUDY WILKINS 
Acrobatics 

7 Mins. 

Nixon Cafe, Pitts. 

Boy-girl strong-arm turn is plenty 
showy and practically sure-fire any- 
where that the show doesn’t have to 
be one of those bang-bang affairs. 
For it’s a slow, leisurely act, but with 
a lot of class and plenty of stiff 
tricks. 

Appearance, too, is immediately in 
their favor. Sub-bill -themselves 
‘The Golden Pair’ and that’s carried 
out in costuming and also a thin 
spray of gold-dust across uncovered 
parts of their anatomies, Gal takes 
on just as much as her partner and 
their body lifts from the floor and 
also from _a variety of other posi- 
tions are little short of spectacular. 

Wilkinses likewise know how to 
sell their stuff. Buildup to each 
trick is carefully gauged to attract 
the preliminary interest and their 
smart assortment of stunts looks af- 
ter the rest. They’re both nice- 
looking. Cohen. 


DON RICE 

Comedy 

14 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Apparently with considerable 
night club experience, Don Rice is a 
click laugh turn for vaudeville. He 
has a breezy style of delivery, works 
fast and hard and keeps an audience 
more or less in constant uproar. His 
act is a combination of broad gags, 
self-spoofing, trick gadgets, exag- 
gerated impersonations and general 
buffoonery. Had to beg off at show 
caught, but did it with the effective- 
ness of a veteran. 





Rice would react to a cold audience, 
since he seems so dependent on re- 
sponse from across the footlights, 
However, there’s no occasion for 
such worry here. He’s obviously a 
natural for niteries and vaude. 
Hobe. 


MICHAEL AND MARIDA 
Dancing 
12 Mins. * 
State Restaurant, Columbus 

Unlike so many ballroom teams 
that knock themselves out with dead- 
panned attempts at aloof glamour, 





; Michael and Marida combine plenty 


of personality with tricky routines 
to register solidly with the State 
patrons. Boy is smooth-looking, the 
gal a looker. 

When caught the team was using 
three routines, rhumba, new tango 
and waltz. Steps are up-to-date as 


The | tiresome from being done by every- | the next minute and execution is 


kiddies take a belly-whopper down | body and his brother, plus the sister, | fan }tless, 


a slight incline and are stopped by | 


is the best number in the routine | 


memory of headliners in news stories the candidate, whose wife is also | nonetheless. 


her has sent here, and he’s even | is not too reliable. This is indicated | 


by the only fair business which the | 
Oriental started off with this week. | 
Other headliner is Frankie Darro | 
(New Acts), from pictures. 

Show is opened and closed by the 
house line of girls, which delivers 
well at each appearance. First act) 
is Mazy and Brach, unicycle pair, | 
who have some good stunts. Stalls 
‘towards the end and can eliminate | 
| the encore bit, which is strictly anti- | 
and without particular 
Cutdown, they can play any- 





ithe male working on the unicycle) 


include | and as under-stander for the femme, of clips is engrossing. 

(with i ‘Parisian Shop’ | who is a bit too kittenish at times. 

t show's one nude, which was | } 
Smptly eliminated after first per-|and Co, is surefire, with the audi- | 


Standard donkey turn of Donohue 


‘Exotic | ence repeatedly showing their ap-. the guy who took the terrible snill 


part of the setting. Then there’s a| 
big dog that leaps up and almost | 
knocks Dewey down. 

While most of this play-acting was 
going on, the newsreels shot over the 
heads of a battery of still camera- 
men, and both in the arrangement of | 
the whole affair and the facetious | 
comment, nobody bothers to hide | 
from the public the true nature of: 
the family party. 

However. it’s no new discovery 
that newsreels have a positive genius 
for making people look and act awk- 
ward. | 

On the whole this week’s balance | 
At several 
points there is actually some infor- 
mation to be extracted although the 
memorable habit of never telling if 
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eer sponsored. 


sings two semi-classical numbers like | 


©w also marks Emile Boreo’s' an amateur. Gold. | 


(Continued on page 55) 


|parts of their routines lack imagi- 


‘and manner. 


When caught here, Miss Sherwin | 
did a number with Johnnie ‘Scat’ 
Davis that didn’t register so well. 

Char. | 





JACK LENNY AND STATLER 

TWINS 
Dancing 
9 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Jack Lenny. who’s been in vaude 
for years in various acts and com- 
binations, has teamed with a couple 
of blonde gals to offer a fairly show- 
manly tap act. All three are profi- 
cient hoofers, though the ensemble 





native conception. 
They're currently offering two) 
routines, the second of which is a | 


| distinctive bit to swingy music. First | 


is a standard time step. When' 
caught, the gals wore becoming long, | 
white gowns for the first turn, then 
shed down to eye-drawing short, 
lacey white duds for the finale. All 
three have attractive appearance 
Hobe. 


In their second week here and the 
act is a definite click. Sans. 


| FRANKIE DARRO 


Tumbling—Comedy 
Oriental, Chicago 
Frankie Darro, from pix, presents 


nothing that even remotely resembles 


an act until the last few minutes, 
when he turns in a satisfactory 
tumbling routine. 

Rest of turn is some poor attempt 
at crossfire with a male partner, 
unbilled. who later takes over on 
his own for some mild hoofing. Gold. 


Adding Names to Unit 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 
Jack Fine is adding headliners to 
his ‘Park Ave. Scandals’ unit. which 
opens at the Colonial, Dayton, on 
Jan. 26. 
Heading the show are Charles But- 





terworth, Eddie Kane, Judy Starr 
and Donald Novis, with the Dawn 
Sisters, Andrini Bros. and line of 
girls. 


Would be interesting to see how 
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‘John Henry’ Comes A-Cropper 





Paul Robeson Starrer Folds After-String of Financial 


Tangles 





‘John Henry,’ lerge-cast colored 
drama with music starring Paul 
Robeson, which opened at the 44th 
Street, N.Y., last Wednesday (10), 
foundered over the weekend after 
five performances following a sur- 
prising string of financial tangles 
that began when the show opened 
out of town. Play had one white 
player, Alexander Gray. Show, 
which deals with a Negro Hercules 
who succumbs after trying to com- 
pete with the machine age, contains 
much warbling. It was presented by 
Sam Byrd, an actor, who, however, 
has been otherwise occupied in “The 
Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ which also 
opened out of town and is due into 
the Longacre tonight (Wednesday). 

Boris Said, who manages the 44th 
Street, took over the show in total 
with the stipulation that he not be 
held responsible for any obligations 
prior to Monday (8) of last week. 
On the strength of the booking he 
had posted a bund of approximately 
$10,000 with Equity to guarantee 
salaries. Company was paid off by 
Equity Saturday (13) but there was 
a dispute over previous salary due 
Robeson, under contract at $1,500 
weekly. 

An argument arose between Said 
and Robert Rockmore, attorney and 
some-time producer, over payment 
to Robeson of $3,000, or two weeks 
pay. Manager declared he would not 
make payment and on Monday (15) 
the show definitely stopped. Despite 
an offish press, there were theatre 
parties this week, assuring takings 
of $6,000, plus a fair chance to turn 
an operating profit on the week. Be- 
tween house and show, about $12,000 
was required to break even. 

As Said’s bond was held by Equity, 
it was argued that the Robeson pay 
was therefore protected despite 
his contention that the salary was 


due before he took over. Matter will | 


probably be settled by arbitration. 
Said came to the show’s rescue at 
the end of its second week in Boston 
-(New Year’s week). To move the 
it to New York, $9,500 was re- 
quired and he provided $7,000, de- 
clining to give any more.  Byrd- 
thereupon dug up the remaining 
$2,500. Understood that Byrd origin- 
ally raised money for the production 
from some Southerners, He hails 
from that sector. Under the deal, 
when Said assumed responsibility 
Byrd was to get 50% of the profits. 
Estimated that $80,000 is involved 
in ‘Henry’ and it’s claimed that half 
that sum might have been saved. 
One of the settings was so heavy 


+ 





John Henry 


Opened Jan. 10, °40. Most 
critics agreed this was an excel- 
lent idea but poorly executed. 
Watts (Tribune) said ‘author and 
composer have failed with sin- 
gular completeness.’ Lockridge 
(Sun) observed ‘nothing except 
Mr. Robeson serves to disguise 
its inadequacies.’ 


SHAW’S ‘GENEVA’ TO 
OPEN INN. Y. JAN. 29 


Toronto, Jan. 16. 

Co-managerial English troupe of 
Maurice Colbourne and Barry Jones 
goes into the Henry Miller, New 
York, week of Jan. 29, with George 
Bernard Shaw’s ‘Geneva,’ Gilbert 
Miller producing in association with 
Colbourne-Jones Productions. Miller 
caught the show during its run at 
the Saville, London, and had made a 
tentative deal then, although War- 
ren Munsell, of the Theatre Guild, 
and a Shubert rep both journeyed 
here to catch the Shavian opus dur- 
ing its Royal Alexandra engage- 
ment. 

Formerly Theatre Guild held U. S. 
rights to Shaw’s plays. In the case 
of ‘Geneva,’ and because Colbourne 
is a close friend of the playwright, 
the C-J duo obtained entire North 
American rights to the Irishman’s 
50th play. 


Mad. Sq. Garden Hike . 
Of $1-Day for B.0. Men 




















After considerable negotiation the 
Treasurers and Ticket Sellers Union, 
affiliated with the stagehands inter - 
national, has secured a basic agree- 


}ment with Madison Square Garden. 


Under the new deal pay of ticket 
men regularly employed is upped 
from , to $9 daily, seven days 
weekly, or a scale of $63, Part time 
men, used for single-performance 
events, are now getting $6 per day 
instead of $5. Pact also provides for 
an eight-hour day, with time and a 
half for overtime. 

Understood the agreement is retro- 
active to October, new contract be- 
ing for one year, expiring Oct. 2, 
1941, When the ticket-sellers be- 
longed to the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union, the 
latter entered into a five-year con- 
tract with the Garden. New union 





that eight hours were needed to |regards that pact as void. It recently 
ready it for showing. Back stage, 32 | won increases for members in legit 
stagehands were used. Show opened | theatres, higher pay applying this 
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in Philadelphia, where the loss was 
$6,000, the Boston red being as much, 
or more. Anthony Brown started as 
director, followed by Charles Fried- 
man, who originally figured in stag- 
ing of ‘Pins and Needles’ and ‘From 
Vienna,’ .a refugee revue done 
on Broadway last summer. Stated 
that Friedman considerably revised 
‘Henry,’ walking out and then re- 
turning to the show. 





‘American Way’ Opens 


St. L. Alfresco Season: 





St. Louis, Jan. 16. 

The St. Louis Municipal Theatre 
Association, which sponsors alfresco 
entertainment in Forest Park, has 
skedded a 13-week 1940 season in- 
stead of the customary 12. ‘The 
American Way’ opens the season 
June 3 for a two-week engagement. 
One week of ‘Knickerbocker Holi- 
day’ follows. 

Efforts will be made to engage 
those who played the original roles 
on Broadway. Walter Huston starred 
in the latter, and Fredric March and 
Florence Eldredge topped the former. 


Hot Air Club Slates 





Annual Feed Jan. 27/| 


The Hot Air Club, organization, 
sans dues, of legit company man- 
agers, press agents, railroad men and 
a few newspapermen, will hold its 
annual beefsteak at Leone's, N. Y., 
Jan. 27. For the first time guests 
will be welcomed, each member per- 
mitted to have two. Heretofore non- 
members were unwelcome. 

Charlie Emerson Cook is current 
president. Clambake is invariably 





held the last Sunday of each July. 


season with an additi 
mien. itional boost for 





Barn ‘Patience’ May Be 


Done with Muriel Dickson 


Muriel Dickson, Métropolitan Opera 
soprano and former leading singer 
with the D’Oyly Carte Opera, may 
be starred ina revival of ‘Patience’ 
to tour the strawhats this summer, 
Deal has already been tentatively 
agreed upon by Humphrey Doulens, 
who would present it, and the man- 
agements of various barn theatres, 
including the Country playhouse, 
Westport, Conn.; Berkshire play- 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Jan. 15) 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (Raymond 
Massey—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. ’ 
| Colbourne-Jones (repertory)— 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett) 
—Selwyn, Chicago. 

Eva Le Gallienne (repertory)— 
Broadway, Butte, Mont. (15); Fox, 
Billings, Mont. (16); Marlowe, Hel- 
ena, Mont. (17); Wilma, Missoula, 
Mont. (18); Fox, Spokane (19); Cap- 
ital, Yakima, Wash. (20). 

‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—Geary, 
San Francisco.- — 


‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson )—Au- 
ditorium, Chicago. 

‘| Married an Angel’ (Dennis 
King)—Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Locust, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Leave Ht to Me’ (Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton)—Municipal Audi- 
torium, Kansas City, Mo. (14-15); 
Grand, Topeka (16); Forum, Wichita 
(17); Convention Hall, Tulsa (18); 
Shrine Auditorium, Oklahoma City 
(19); Auditorium, Ft. Worth (20). 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wat- 
ers))—Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Man Whe Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

Ruth Draper (monologs)—Grand, 
London, Ont. (19-16); Victoria Hall, 
Brantford, Ont. (17); Savoy, Hamil- 
ton, Ont. (18-19), . 

San Carle Opera—National, Wash- 
ington. 

‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 
Howard )—Erlanger, Chicago. 





‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)— American, St. 
Louis. 

‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Alfred 


Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Hartman, 
Columbus (15-17); Park, Youngs- 
town (18); Colonial, Akron (19); 
Shea, Erie (20). 
‘Thanks for My Wife’ (Alan Dine- 
hart, Glenda Farrell)—Metropolitan, 
Seattle (17-20). 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Virginia, Wellston, 0. (15); Strand, 
Middletown, O. (16); Murphy, Wil- 
mington, O. (17); Fairbanks, Spring- 
field, O. (18); Weller, Zanesville, O. 
(19); Palace, Marion, O. (20). 

‘Two On an Island’—Wilbur, Bos- 
ton. 
‘Three After Three’ (Simone Si- 
mon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


TEXAS BASEBALL 








San Antonio, Jan. 16. 


Although the baseball season is 
still a long way off, local broadcast- 
ers are jittery of the approaching 
meeting of the Texas League at Dal- 
las, Jan. 20-21. They’re afraid of the 
rumors that broadcasting of local 
games will be done away with, due 
to the fact that many claim it hurts 
attendance at the games. 

KABC, which broadcasts the local 
games, pays $5,000 for the privilege 
of broacasting all home and road 
games, ; 





CE to Meet 


Quarterly meeting of Chorus 
Equity will be held at the Edison 
hotel, N. Y., Friday (19). Similar 








house, Stockbridge, Mass.: Ridgeway 
theatre, White Plains, N. Y., and the | 
Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 

Idea is to offer a somewhat sim- 
plified production, with reduced en- 
sembles and light settings. Miss 
Dickson would direct. Currently 
Singing with the Met, the soprano 
leaves in a couple of weeks on her 





first concert tour. Doulens is with 
the Columbia Concerts Corp. 


Worcester Starts Stock 


Worcester, Jan. 16, 

Stock company starts here Jan. 
26 in Little theatre of Municipal 
Auditorium. Seven performances 
will be given weekly by cast from 
Priscilla Beach theatre, Plymouth, 
under Franklin Trask, managing di- 
rector. 

House seats 704. 














Columbia’s Varsity Show 


Columbia University (N. Y.) Play- 
ers have picked ‘Life Begins in 40’ 
for their annual varsity musical. 

There will be performances at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y., April 4 and 5, and 


session was called some weeks ago 
but when a quorum failed to at- 
tend it was adjourned. 

At the time a number of musicals 
were being readied and it was sup- 
posed that members were prevented 
from attending because of rehearsals. 





Engagements 


David Shelly, ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady.’ 

Philip E. Truex, Jeanne Wardley, 
Sydney Grant, ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ (California company). 

O. Z. Whitehead, Georgette Mc- 
Kee, Virgilia Chew, Harold Stone, 
Margaret Randall, ‘Life with Father’ 
(Chicago company). 

Eleanor Lynn, Katherine Allen, 
Phil Brown, Harry Bratsburg, Wil- 
liam Hansen, Lou Polan, John 
Rustad, Virginia Stevens, Tom Tully, 
‘Night Music.’ 

Arlene Francis, High Marlowe, 
Lloyd Gough, Helen Shields, Zamah 
Cunningham,. John Adair, Ethel 
Intropodi, Juliet Forbes, Richard 
Clark, J. Richard Jones, Ruth Thane 
McDevitt, ‘Young Couple Wanted’ 








then the show will tour upstate, 


(complete cast). 


DECISION AWAITED 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Much of the credit for the run of ‘My Dear Children,’ with John Ba 
more, in Chicago, where it played 34 weeks, is given to Sam Stratton, whe 
press-agented the show there, by Aldrich and Myers, the producers, , 

One of his stunts was to invite reviewers from other cities to Cover 
‘Children’ in Chicago. Included was Harold W. Cohen, whose notice a 
peared in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette about three months ago. Manage. 
ment figures that his mention counted in the excellent gross in Pittsbur = 
last week, takings being around $22,000. Stratton is currently agent 
‘Easy Virtue’ in Chicago for the same producers. Charles Washburn is 
handling the press for the New York date, which begins Jan. 31 at the 
Belasco. 
_ Arthur Sircom will catch up with ‘Children’ this weekend in Cleveland 
and accompany the show to Detroit where he is to do a quick job of last. 
minute direction before comedy reaches Broadway. Otto Preminger orig. 
inally staged ‘Children’ but he’s currently acting in ‘Margin for Error’ and 
can’t get away. 

Since play originally opened on road 10 months ago there have been 
three major cast replacements, none of whom has received any direction 
whatsoever. Doris Dudley succeeded Elaine Barrie, Patricia Waters took 
over Dorothy McGuire's role and Kenneth Treseder is doing the Lloyd 
Gough part. Miss McGuire qujt to go into short-lived ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream,’ and Gough withdrew for the Sidney Howard play, ‘Madame, Will 
You Walk?’ which stopped after a tryout. Latter, however, has snice been 
signed for ‘Young Couple Wanted’. 





“ 





~ 


Although recent reports were to the effect that Ed Wynn was readying 
for a return to the stage, the comedian remains inactive. He's rarely seen 
in show circles though occasionally attends night clubs, usually accom. | 
panied by his son, Keenan. To the few who have chatted with him Wynn 
merely says he is not in the mood to resume in theatricals, evidently stil} 
affected by marital troubles climaxed when he was separated from his 
second wife, Frieda Mierse. He also has matters with the federal income 
tax department to be settled. 

Among the proposals for Wynn to return to the stage is a tour of ‘Hooray 
For What?’, in which he made his appearance at the Winter Garden (N.Y.) 
two seasons ago. Contract which guarantees him $2,500 weekly with a 
percentage is still offered by the Shuberts. Known that he set aside a 
big radio offer. 


~ 





‘Tobacco Road’ company on tour with John Barton is booked up to Feb. 
24, when it will have played 74 weeks and will be routed thereafter in- 
definitely by Richard (Dick) Lambert, who has spotted the show for the 
past three seasons. Tour of the drama started Labor Day, 1938. Only lay- 
offs were the weeks before Easter and Christmas. 

Strength of ‘Road’ as a repeater is indicated by the gross in Columbus 
two weeks ago, when it got $11,000 in its seventh engagement there. Grosses 
have regularly been three and four times that of the New York company 
at the Forrest. Show has played Cleveland three times, getting around 
$6,000 the first time, $11,000 the second and $15,000 the third. It has also 
been repeated in St. Louis, and the local management there has offered a 
two-week date for ‘Road’ next season. 





Helen Hayes is chairman of the theatre committee, but having left N.Y, 
with ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ which closed at the Martin Beck Saturday 
(13), John Golden and Gilbert Miller are actively participating in the plans 
for the theatre benefit performances for the Finnish relief fund. Another 
chairman is to be chosen. 

Drive will not be limited to the theatre. Among radio programs pro- 
posed, which would be offered a sponsor at a high figure is one in which 
Greta Garbo, Alfred Lunt and Lynne Fontanne, who have never been on 
the air, will be asked to participate. Miller is slated to ask those names 
to make the mike appearances. 








Notices of the death in Portland, Oregon (Dec. 17) of Jim Heilig, pioneer 
showman, have caused some confusion between him and his yh 
brother, Calvin Heilig. The once-famous Heilig legit theatres in Portlan 
and Tacoma were founded by Calvin Heilig, with whom brother Jim 
served in an assistant managerial capacity. Calvin Heilig is still engaged 
with William B. McCurdy in the booking of road-show attractions into this 
territory. 





Already annoyed by the similarity in theme of ‘Young Couple Wanted’ 
to his ‘Two on an Island,’ Elmer Rice burned last week when Jerome 
Mayer, producer of ‘Couple,’ moved its opening day up from next Thurs- 
day (25) to Monday (22). ‘Island’ was originally skedded to premiere on 
Tuesday (23). 


unveiling back to Wednesday (24). 


With the announced switch of the ‘Couple’ date, Rice and the Play- 
wrights Co. determined they would not be beaten to the starting line and 
arbitrarily changed ‘Island’ to open on Monday also. 
case Rice would draw the first-string critics, Mayer decided to push his 


Certain that in that 








New Scripts 





Pearl Buck has written a new 
drama with a Chinese background, 
|‘The Empress.’ She’s also revised 
|} her ‘Flight Into China,’ which was 
|tested at the Paper Mill playhouse, 
‘Short’ Hills, N. J., last summer. 
David Lloyd is agent. 


Howard A. Burman has finished 
‘From the Frying Pan.’ Author is 
Baltimore correspondent of Variery. 

Gilbert W. Gabriel, playwright, 
scenarist and former critic, has com- 
pleted ‘Ill Wind.’ 

A. J. Cronin, the physician and 
author of ‘The Citadel,’ has scripted 
a new one, ‘Jupiter Laughs.’ 

Ira Blue and Mordecai Gorelik 
have collaborated on another play, 
‘Pillar to Post.’ Gorelik is a scene 
designer. 

Dorothy Bennett and Link Hannah 
have finished another comedy, ‘Step- 
daughter,’ which Pat Duggan is 
handling. 

Faire Binney has authored ‘The 
Three Mad Millickens.’ She’s the 
former musical comedy player. 

Laurence Housman, who drew at- 
tention with ‘Victoria Regina,’ has 
completed a new _ one, ‘Wicked 
Uncles.’ 

Irenee S. Du Pont, of the Du Ponts, 
has diverted his attention from 
finance and industry to dramaturgy. 
Result: ‘Woods at Night,’ a drama. 

J. C. Nugent has been busy at the 
typewriter again. Item: ‘Baldy,’ a 
comedy. 

Channing Pollock is the author of 














two new ones, ‘Captains and Kings’ 
and ‘Winner Lose All,’ the latter a 
dramatization of his own short story 
of the same title. 


Hugh Walpole has abandoned fic- 
tion for the moment to turn out a 
play, ‘The Haxtons.’ 

Schima Kaufman, magazine writer, 
biographer and former violinist of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra, has com- 
pleted ‘Maestro, Maestro!’ A certain 
blonde conductor who’s been active 
in Hollywood has been more Or less 
identified with the leading charac- 
ter. 

Alfred Neumann and Erwin Pisca- 
tor have collaborated on a adapta- 
tion of Tolstoy’s ‘War and Peace.’ 

Booth Tarkington has turned out 
a new one, ‘Your Humble Servant. 





Charges H’wood Rental 
Fraud, Sues for $42,940 


Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
New Revue Productions, Inc., has 
filed suit for $42,940 against owners 
of the Hollywood property known as 
The Barn, charging fraud. Suit 1s 
the outcome of the closing of the 
theatre Nov. 9, 1939 by Fire Preven: 
tion Bureau after the plaintiff had 
assertedly spent $17,940 on the pro 
duction of ‘Hit and Run,’ which was 
not allowed to open. The other 
$25,000 is for punitive damages. a 

New Revue declares the owners 
knew the building had been declare 
unsafe before the lease was signe® 
Defendants are the Muller Bros. “ 
Howard E. and Sarah A. Laughli? 








— 
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Split Invitation to Show Biz for Finn 
Relief Fund Participation Bringing 
Sharp Comment From Those Ignored 








Session held at the Algonquin 
notel, N. Y., Friday (12) to formulate 
plans for aid to the Finnish Relief 
Fund, with a number of stage stars 
and managers flanking Herbert 
Hoover, who heads the drive, has 
drawn sharp repercussions in other 
circles of show business. It appears 
that those who arranged the session, 
during which whole-hearted support 
was promised, failed to invite organi- 
zations pertinent to legit. 

Because of that, reps from Equity 
(actors), the stagehands union, musi- 
cians union and other show biz 
groups were absent, and from such 
sources there were caustic comments 
concerning the ambitious scheme to 
raise money for the Finnish sufferers, 
Stated that it was allright if actors 
and others behind the curtain were 
to be paid for the special perform- 
ances proposed, but if so, it was fig- 
ured, little would remain for the 
fund. There is no doubt that the 
unions were 
Hoover session was arranged, and 
despite the fact that such an omission 
was not intentional, the feeling of 
being slighted exists. 

‘Jobless More Important’ 

Whether the unfon elements will 
be mollified appears questionable for 
when the details of the Finnish plan 
appeared in the press, spokesmen for 
the unconsidered groups conceded 
that the cause is without question 
one which calls for aid from this 


country, but they contend that suc- | 


vv 


neglected, when the 


‘Time Marches On 


Dick Maney, subject of a 
lengthy plug in Time mag a 
couple of weeks ago as press 
agent for six Broadway legiters 
at one time, has since achieved 
another distinction. Four shows 
which he then represented closed 
within a two-week period, two 
of them successes, two flops. 

First was ‘Christmas. Eve,’ 
which folded Dec. 30; then ‘Ham- 
let’ and ‘Kindred,’ Jan. 6, and 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ last Sat- 
urday (13). Another, ‘Little 
Foxes,’ bows out Feb. 3. : 








LEGIT PUSHES 
B. 0. STIMULUS 


—_—— 


‘Experimental’ Idea, Having 
Managers’ Backing, to Be 
Tried First in Westchester 
County As _ Broadway 
Hypo—lInformation Liter- 
ature Part of Plan 


LEAGUE’S $2,500 AID 





Move to effect the ‘organizing of 
audiences,’ as provided for in the 
pact between Equity and the mana- 
gers (League of New York Thea- 
tres), was started last week in N. Y. 
when two sessions of a joint com- 








| 


WPA No-Profit 
Rule Shutters 


mittee considered several proposals 


preluding the drive, which will be- 


gin at once. Conceded that the idea 
is experimental but it is fully ex- 
pected that interest in Broadway le- 


Gotham Ticket Situation Cleared Up 
When Indie Broker Group Accepts 
Code; 20 Out of 23 Agencies in Pact 


Do Your Worst 


Lincoln, Neb., Jan. 16. 

Wilbur Cushman, former $150- 
a-day unit booker, is now ar- 
ranging a tour for ‘White Cargo,’ 
legiter. All towns formerly 
played by Cushman units, big 
enough to have newspapers with 
amusement editors, were circu- 
larized by letter this week with 
this content: 

‘My gentlemanly rep, Bill 
Arms, will visit your city shortly, 
showing samples of_ our new 
spring models. Any courtesies 
you may be able to show him 
will be highly unusual, and will 
probably be a great surprise to 
him.’ 





As indicated, the independent 
brokers of the Associated Theatre 
Ticket Agencies last week accepted 
the code, revised by the League of 
New York Theatres and Equity, and 
so the New York ticket situation 
was cleared up. After several con- 
cessions were made to the agency 
people, they agreed to signatures 
as of last Wednesday (10) and at 
that time the several reputed plans 
counter to the code by alleged dis- 
senters were likewise dissipatéd. 

ATTA proposes strict adherence 
to the regulations, according to its 
counsel, Gustav E. Gerber, who ad- 
vised his broker-clients not to sign 
unless they were sincere in doing 
so. It is understood the indies will 
police themselves so that compliance 
will result. Out of 23 agencies, 20 
accepted, two declined and another 
was absent. The duo which walked 














giters will be stimulated even if con- 
crete increase in theatre attendance 
does not immediately result. 





Coast Musical 








Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Numerous complaints filed with | 





the Government against farming out | 


of legit musicals produced by Fed- |} 
eral Music Project, in competition to 


cor of the unemployed in the profes- | regular commercial attractions, has 
sion too of vital importance. ‘brought ruling, effective immedi- 

Applications for aid made to the | ately, that no further shows for the 
several stage guilds, Actors Fund,/ purpose of profit will be permitted. 


Campaign will be first directed at 
three N. Y. State communities in 
Westchester county, towns being 
Bronxville, White Plains and Scars- 
dale, all being principally populated 
by persons of more than average 
means and figured as potential if not 
regular theatre-goers. Data on what 
percentage of residents is seeing 


shows will be sought, but the reasons 


for those who stay away are par- 
ticularly sought so that ways and 
means to effect corrective measures 
may be devised. 

‘Lists of Broadway’s shows, with 
information not usually carried in 
will be dis- 


is the Acme, which fought the code 
unsuccessfully last year but con- 
tinues to operate on the outside, 
and the City agency, which has 
quarters in Club 21. Latter was 
not under the code last season either. 


© 
Legit Theatres 
Move Eastward; coe 
The league waived the requirement 
of posting bonds of $500 each from 
Four on 6th Ave, si: ses inet sete 


be made later. Levy of 3c per ticket 
(Continued on page 52) 


Biz Up, ‘Paris’ Stays In 
N.Y. at Lower Scaie; 
2 Premature Curtains 








Plans to beautify New York’s Sixth 
avenue, which will eventually be a 
wide thoroughfare lined with trees, 
were announced late last week. At 
that time it became known that 
downtown interests propose. the 
building of four legit theatres on the 





Stage Relief and other theatre Or-/[yn consequence, run of ‘The Vaga- advertising matter, | -" | avenue upward of 44th street. Plan 

ee ri been | steadily | ae a _ | tributed. Provision will be made in} ‘ ‘ 1 that i 
ganizations have Y|bond King’ at the Hollywood Play- ae 1 f eh a| is the first concrete proposa a 
mounting. At last ‘week’s weekly ' house, sponsored by the Veterans of | ! e literature for questions an points to an eastward swing of legit ‘Streets of Paris,’ announced to 


Actors Fund board meeting the num- | Foreign Wars, was halted abruptly | 








answers, with responses furnishing 


a guide to the committee’s activities. 








tour from the Broadhurst, N. Y., 


Feb. 3, is expected to remain through 


from Broadway since the razing of 
the elevated on Sixth avenue and 














ber of applicants for financial help Sunday (14), with house going dark ST aces ae Gas ees 
(Continued on page 52) j|temporarily. Bleat of local legit it i rid be yen trl et construction of the subway. the winter. It will move to the 
= — | producers that their shows could not ° Pp : e parece No legit theatres have been con- | much more commodious Majestic and } 
1 ° | compete against the Government- (Continued on page 52) structed in the. Broadway area for| it’s likely that the ticket scale will Pp 
| Grisman Cal Arrest On | subsidized plays is credited with years, and it was predicted some | be dropped from $4.40 to $3.30. (i 
j i having brought about ruling from ¢ ’ time ago that if new playhouses were | Stated that the improvement in at- 
Check Char e Climaxes the WPA. UNCONQUERED GETS built, they would be spotted away | tendance last week brought about 
1 g Presence of members of Actors 1 rom the Main Stem because of the rgd al plans. secre oe : 
, S r P d : Fi | Equity in casts of music project NEW PROD SHORTLY | changing conditions there and traffic paigeceaeh _tickets have been announce i 
, Fr. Fro uction lasco plays, which during early days of : congestion. Sixth avenue Linh gorge hx avai gi : 
. ee |project’s operetta revivals ran as - | as the logical location ee of t . When ‘Paris’ opened it had a top 
L Malheweod, Zon. 14 high as 10 Equity players in a show,| George Abbott has received a re- necessity to raze old buildings anc | of $3.30. Following a favorable press, 
Arrest of Sam G semen ass - check has frequently been protested by le-| vised script of Ayn Rand’s ‘The Un- | !™prove the preperne. sit theatres oe ee eee eee — - 
> | charse — ‘toedion * Cal ‘sterday it managers, and was forcibly | conquered’ and expects to put it back There are enough a _— burt | the lower floor kept at the original 
i M ge in Ne wena nd - 7s ay brought to Equity’s attention by Ed- | into production within a couple of now to accommodate production, | level. Higher scale was steadily 
t sunday ) ee og a week of finan- win Lester, producer of light operas | weeks. some houses are outmoded, although | moved backward untii few tickets 
‘ ol ee a wet dae Be ‘at the Philharmonic Auditorium, and} Producer was approached by Alex | 2 —— were. ig Pgh tg lie | could fain had ° the pr aoe ke 
in @ trilog - “< tie iaeee fenton ‘by Homer Curran, the Coast's prin- | Yokel last week to work on the script | "8 SY he 1 pete e ot ; a | Management Shuberts) ev amenity 
it ne Meany Meare: | cipal legit producer. and stage » new comedy about horse | 5°"°- e large percentage of 1 | figures that the show has exhaustec : 
San Francisco. Grisman was pinched | es i : «4 | atregoers who reside on the upper | jts $4.40 clientele. 
. 2 : ; Me . : ,| racing, but after reading the script | : : . . 
while assertedly fleeing to Chicago! Follow ing representations by he declined th ; iti east side is another incentive to; with ‘paris’ remaining in N. Y 
t | to raise funds for payoff of the debts Equity to WPA chiefs, number of | nb . ree — sen penerre Abbott transplant legit towards that terri- ditteulty ta v0 lscement players Fishy 
y | incurred by the production. He was Equity players was limited to three | ees . = " a ng tahageny cng tory, while the Rockefellers’ vast | eliminated Hrcere a Costello 
later released on $500 bail and con- in any one cast. These legit play- | Y€@rs ago on ‘Three Men on a Horse. improvement of Radio City, the! ,. aati h scl Se 
: ee m hamaates : : | Yokel produced, with Abbott staging ae ap "mean | Were Slated to leave the revue after 
7 tinued to Chi. ers received customary $94.50 d abr igseenice a aa mecea of visitors, is another reason it was on the road several weeks for 
Warrant was issued on complaint monthly music project wage, whereas al co peri inc ting on the script with | for the shift. Possibility of legit spots vaude dates. Mow understood they 
of the State Labor Bureau. which it was pointed out by protestants pong “sage — == | being built eastward,of Park avenue) \ i) sick for the remainder of the 
a alleged he gave a post-dated check that same players were paid from $75 My “pated nie - yoy Merion in e€ has been mentioned a number of Broadway run. Same goes for Car- 
t to a woman to promote theatre, to $200 a week for appearing in legit | « ’ s wathtlyaitghe at t . Adelphi, N. Y., times. men Miranda. 
- | Parties when there were no funds to, Commercial productions. is seeking to leave the cast for a rest | Expected that when Sixth avenue | 
: i ca. nae ss one te _|in Florida, where he hopes to re- avemente are finished. the Ziegr- To forestall overtime payments to 
n nsure payment. Meyer Weisgal, of} VFW was linked with last four; ga a improvements are hi ’ hei peel ety“ ate ei 
New York w! aimed Ciekeee iia heel ah 0 cilia ; cuperate fully from his recent ill-| feld theatre. at 54th street and Sixth stagehands, the curtain was rung 
@ » who ac vanced xrisman musicals staged at the ayhouse, | necs. If Abbott can’t find a suitable | °° oot legit. It was the firs! |down early on two performances of 
s | $7,500 for Frisco production of the proceeds derived being put in fund)|..- ne | would revert to legit. ai ee : —- 
- : ee aes: ne replacement, it’s expected Berle will! 1,,,. ‘ected for that policv. and Paris’ last week. First instance oc- 
- three plays, is reported taking legal to finance association’s convention : . d house erected for that p ; ; 
: cate. eee Fe is = probably give the four weeks’ no- Sallie, 4} aior musicals prior |; Curred early in the week and took 
steps to obtain an accounting here next summer. First musical . ; : . flourished with major 1 . : 
E : ; 7 eee e ‘ “2 | tice stipulated in his contract. ‘ sressio For several years, Place with Bobby Clark, leading 
. Trouble started for Grisman, who ‘The Merry Widow,’ was sponsored | can weaned na we | to the depression. For stereos, ’ Atm | OUMIG Ot Siew aiueie, tv We aediek on 
. | bad Ben Stein fronting as producer, by the Los Angeles Junior Chamber | | it had been used for pictures. 2.ls0 | — ftps tak Re wine cape eta a 
7 when th j dir : © f Cc . Plavl S 1 é * 9 laa that street is the Center. which , Scene. Second time happened during 
ane ¢ " Reinhardt-directed plays oO gga Pi - house, sos: sa Lyceum- Married Can lthe Rockefellers sousht to establish; the finale. Understood both times 
t ast nosedive. Cast of 33 was lease to George Shafer, is reportec Ifor legit usage. Costly ventures the order to ring down was given 


hutdown vf Music Project's pro- | . ; ee preci eae Pah eertedl Foca 
Troupe, doing repertoire of PN Pon rs Plavhouse fi ae esha What is understood to be the low- | tion bec — ya ges fixed charge a oe ff ge. ges 
1] Your Service,’ ‘Sister Beatrice’ and’ dreds out of work. ‘Vagabond King’ est Broadway theatre-attraction op | Is one reason for that. ere x : . a r vhic 
‘Six Characters in Search of An! advertised (and actually used) cast erating cost setup pertains to the | Sop ae a> ee: igi | tri le wit es rately : 3 fo ees of 
Author,’ had to play out the week in! of around 150 on stage. Three guest | LYceum where ‘Wher We Are Mar- | wWrijcon Options Dane’s | Paramount and Warnere are sai 
3 | Street clothes when costumes were’ jeads for the operetta were Ruth ‘ied’ is playing. House and show | ‘i , to be ar Abecdt Mente arc yom 
‘ Teg on the third night for non- Gillette, Robert Long and Paul rege dl a acsong Play on Coward Say-So ‘ons cae ns “8 bd 
tnere being ¢ asing arrangement. | " ’ s ; 
Y Sis Sinte Labor Bureau filed — Cast is said to be on. minimum sal- ‘Cousin Muriel.’ _hew play by | That's considerebly above what 
. Other complaint against Grisman late | —_ ary with provision for percentage Clemence Dane, British playwriaht. ie ig ee ree, 
: yesterday (Monday) . charging him | Chi M ‘Ni ht’ sharing if a profit is earned. Man- | has been optioned by John C. Wil- Because of the fire at the Hud- 
4 With stranding 37 employees estas | I ee 1g agement has been using various ; son for Broadway production in the son, N. Y., Friday nig’ t (12), Two 
“ Salaries, Norman Siein. manager, | Chicago, Jan. 16. types of cut-rates. Robert Hender- | Spring or early fall. Wilson 1S | — pnggene) ey “ed = Play 
and Ben Atwell. advance man, are. Mummers, little theatre organiza- son is the presenter, but J. J. Leven- | awaiting receipt of a scene in the seracbduaen y trying out in Boston, is 
: Seeking relief throuch the Theatrical tion, planning to go into the Stude- thal really operates the venture. | Play which Miss Dane is revising. now slated for the Broadhurst. 
4 \ anagers Agents and Treasurers baker with ‘Night Must Fall.’ | Several deals to take over the} Wilson made the deal after the Blaze caused severe damage to the 
5 Union, go: ” | Equity has made certain conces- Lyceum, with a proffer to buy the | play was read and recommended to lower none of the Hudson. Both 
d Homer Curran. Coast legit pro- sions in order to promote produc- |property, were reported recently.; him by Noe! Coward. There is the latter and Broadhurst are Op- : 
l Ucer, is said to have dropped $4.000 tion. Expect to open within a few, The Shuberts are the latest said to. age to be no geri d, however, vt oer Mea 8 nigencnig oe tad : 
i 1 i th F 7} ake a role in i a g been te y ast fall. j 
gd | ° the venture. ) days. be interested. that the latter will take a role in it over la 
1. 











without funds until Equity moved in 
and returned the players to Los An- 
Seles under the $1,500 bond posted 
}by Grisman. 


to have netted around $1,000 weekly 
from the music project shows, leav- 
ing little for the sponsors. 


| 





Get By at $2,800 Per’ 


by the stage manager. 
Idea of lowering the curtain in 
each case was to prevent the per- 


were staged there. but a really suc- 
cessful show is vet to be auartered | 
in the house. Hich cost of its onera- | 
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Plays on Broadway 





THE MALE ANIMAL | 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by | plains the rather sketchy settings 


James Thurber and Elliott Nugent; feas | 
tures Nugent; presented and staged by | 
German Shumilin; setting, Aline Bernstein. | 

t the Cort, N. Y., opening Jan. 9, ‘40; 


.80 top. 

Teota......crccee eeseeee-Amanda Randolph 
Brien Turner. ..ccccccscceees Ruth Matteson 

ommy Turner..ccccccseseces Elliott Nugent 


Patricia Stanley....cccceceee crene Tierney 
Wally Myers...... cecoccee-DOn De Fore 





Dean Frederick Damon.......Ivan Simpson | 
Michae] Barnes......-.cee eocee- RoODert Scott 
Soe Ferguson......... eccccccccs Leon Ames 
rs. Blanche Damon......-e-Minna Phillips 
d Keller. ....ccccccccccctesses Matt Briggs 
fvrtle Keller..... eccceess- Regina Wallace 
‘Nutsy’ Miller....... .+.-Richard Beckhard 
Newspaper Reporter...-.-..+++- John Boruff 
The highly comic qualities of 


James Thurber's cartoons and pen- 
ciled allegories, with their broad. 
satire, have been translated with 
marked success to the stage. In col- 
laboration with Elliott Nugent, 
Thurber has written an amusing 
comedy entitled ‘The Male Animal, 

produced at the Cort theatre by Her- | 
man Shumlin. It is off to a gay 

ticket-selling start, with the pros- 
pect of a profitable engagement. 

The stage characters do not appear 
in the grotesque costumes of the 
Thurber etchings, but most of them 
mentally behave like his funny little 
men and women, earnestly express- 
ing themselves in a futile sort of 
naivete. But the authors have been 
smart enough to toss into the back- 

round of their comedy several un- 
Sictvine themes of honest serious- 
ness. Although the actors do a lot 
of clowning with some smartly writ- 
ten dialog and some amusing situ- 
ations, there is foundation of reality 
underneath it all. : 

It’s about most anything that could 
and did happen in the campus home| 
of a young college professor of Eng- | 
lish and his wife on the eve of a 
major football game, upon the out- 
come of which depends the success 
of a campaign to raise funds for the 
athletic stadium. Returned to alma 
mater for the occasion are a one- 
time backfield star, who 10 years 
previously was in love with the wife, | 
and a general assemblage of alumni 
whose post-graduate support of the | 


university has been jeopardized by | 
an editorial in the student newspa- 
per. Text of the article is highly dis- ; 
concerting because it calls the trus- 
tees fascists and projects the young ' 
professor as a man of steel and cour- | 
age for the praise he has showered 
on a brief letter of farewell written 
by Vanzetti, of the ill-fated Sacco- | 
Vanzetti team. - | 

Featured in the cast that plays the 
piece for every chuckle obtainable 
from the lines, Nugent turns in an 
excellent bit of comedy playing. As 
the professor who cares nothing for | 
end-runs, delayed passes or open-| 
field running, he desires only calm | 
and peace to pursue his teaching in | 
the proper academic atmosphere. He | 
finds himself the center of a dispute | 
between faculty authorities and trus- | 
tees over his alleged radicalism and 
‘red’ leanings, whereas he was gross- 


ly misquoted in the college paper. | 


He is threatened with dismissal and 


concurrently annoyed over the re-| 
appearance in his home of the one- | 
time rival for his wife’s affections. | 


In the quandary, Nugent does ex- 
actly what a Thurber character 
might be expected to do. He gets 
drunk. 

Most hilarious passages of the play 


take place during his intoxication, | 
during which his milquetoast char- | 


acter becomes transformed into a 
man of savage action. 
trustees where they get off to meddle 
in matters of higher education, and 
attempts to thrash the football 
star. He wins in the first instance, 
but gets a good lacing in the second, 
which, nevertheless, straightens out 
the domestic complications. 

Shumlin directed and kept the 
pace swift enough to carry over some 
thin spots in the story. Perform- 
ances On the whole are splendid, with 
Ruth Matteson, as the wife; Leon 
Ames, as the onetime gridiron hero, 
and Ivan Simpson, doing a life-like 
elderly professor, in the principal 
roles. Gene Tierney, an attractive 
co-ed with ultra modern ideas, and 
Robert Scott, as the young editorial 
writer, are also effective. 

Play is acted in a single set, de- 
signed by Aline Bernstein. Produc- 


tion has been carefully and expertly | 


mounted. Flin. 


VANITIES 


Revue in two parts presented at the St. 
James, N. Y., Jan. 13, '40, by Earl Car- 
roll; music and lyrics by Dorcas Cochran 
and Charles Rosoff; dances by Eddie Prinz; 
$3.20 top. 

Cast: Jerry Lester, Susan Miller, Beryl 
Wallace, Norman Lawrence, Johnny Woods, 
Ygor and Tanya, Lela Moore, Cass-OQwen 
and Topsy, Lamberti, Gary Stone, Three 
Nonchalants with Don Milheim, Nirska, 
Jean Carroll, Marlyn Stewart, Four Hot 
Shots. 





Earl Carroll is back on Broadway, 
but not in the manner that was his 
when much richer ‘Vanities’ were 
presented. This is more a vaude-revue 


than the accepted legit form. There_ 


are virtually few blackouts and no 
names. Show ran too long at the 
debut and customers walked. Yet 
there is enough in the performance 
to indicate moderate staying chances. 


Showman has combined two floor, 


| liked, too. 


| girls thumping tambourines. 2 
|My Mama’ was designed as an audi- 


He tells the | 


son has not been seen in New York 
for about eight years, giving con- 
certs for the most part, principally 
abroad. : 

His resonant voice rings the bell 
with ‘Sundown in My Soul,’ prob- 


Plays Out of Town = 








shows which he presented at his 
Hollywood cafe-theatre. That ex- 


and the general use of microphones, 
strange to legit. ‘Vanities’ 1s sup- 
posed to be a concoction of ‘beauty 


(and next to closing acts’ and there 





rated the number one tune and, 
which is given a full reprise in the | 
second act. Her rendition of ‘Charm- | 
ing’ with Norman Lawrence was} 


names such as Rudy Vallee, Fred | 


ably the contender for score honors 
‘in the new show. He sings often, 
'which is on the show’s better side. 


TWO ON AN ISLAND 


New Haven, Jan. 11. 


seeing guide; Dora i 
Hebrew mother; Arthur Yoissm 
toughguy sailor; Ann Thomas fe 





It is woefully lacking in comedy and} Comedy-drama in three acts (11 scenes)/ prostie; Harriet MacGibb 
i by Elmer Rice; presented by The Play- ’ . on, Or. 
here and there scenes which should ante “teaeame: einaek. Ge. Eek. ake y vate te and Helen Renee, hig 


have lifted the performance are for 
But Robe- 


tings, Jo Mielziner; coetumes, Helene Pons; 


at the Shubert, New Haven, Jan. 11, ‘40; 


| some reason just so-so. For the eye-catching angle of the 














‘le j > i st-nig | $2.75 top. production, Jo Mielzi 
] he group; but to Son himself kept the first-nighters | §.1> a i: ( , lelziner has 

wth pono: | Oks sacle turns big {seated until the last, although dur-| Sinuet" Brdeky Partin “Rite |@ Series of outstanding sets, e~. 
timers would be a stretch of jing sn “yee he od dead any | A Red-Cap. seeccecees sosoceees Earl Sydnor re, panne Rig Props to achieve un. 
ima ination. | u e ales AY cotton e scorntu j p= 3 ‘ : seeecorecsore nels . . : e s are prima 

For long interludes there were no ‘lifted on his back and tossed aboard | \"Viiuiceman. ss cccccecscee.Bulward. Downes a suggestive lines, such as tax 
giggles. ate in the first part the |the river boat. Clifton Ross........e6+ iiil.Earl McDonald | 9€ing merely the metal Skeletons of 
sloppy, mad xylophonist Lamberti; Story is based on Roark Brad- | ‘The Sightseeing Guide..... Rewaes gaslive cabs without wheels. n artist's 
shuffled on and coaxed the first|ford’s yarns of colored folk along The Triver Co06 ee eeemen | eee is conceived as a skylight 
nighters into good humor. His best’ the lower Mississippi, plus the | nixie Bushby.............. Arthur L. Sachs | Gamework, and a subway car Soy 
click was with the aid of Bery] Wal- legendary chants and ditties of the A Middle-Western Man. ..Roderick Maybee | set by a few seats and the strap. 
lace, show’s champ looker, who wig-! giant John Henry, a giant who could | 4 Middle-Western Mano ee ae oe bars. Elaborate lighti 
gled her way across the stage and|work harder than six men when | prederic Winthtop.........Whitner Biseell be — sheet, and a blent" 
back again, as she did a number of! loading the boats or repairing the Miss Winslow.........+++..+..Sara_ Peyton | g 0 has ae. makes the simplest 
times during the evening. The railroad. ; <P Lotasesn a coeebsesere oe, Soe (ae = Prine é 
Brooklyn beauty contest winner) The locale is also mythical, im | yg\WArmeg prmonterrsersesess Terey. Haris | tor here ene eed as Writer-diree. 

i : ing | i y WwW xt MOMs ob 00ses teas as or here and rates plaudits j 
proved herself a strip-teaser, taking the Black River country where COt- | an Actor.........ceeeees Charles Poldcheck | elds His ch tts in both 
off as Lamberti repeated the chorus ton is born. The shiftless men of | Heinz Kaltbart............... Rudolf Weiss | . is characters are cleverly 
of ‘Wishing.’ Lamberti worked in a the land have to be hounded to load | oe A ion iotnica Joan Wermuee | Words, ar in the seach ina few 
number of bits, mostly okay. ‘the boats, that they may earn ‘a Martin Blake..........:.. Herschel Bentley os case of the Hebrew 
Lester, however, is the dollar’and a dime a day, that us can A Cashier.......ccsceeeeeeees Norma G mother who is shipped off to soli 
ounce Ph vost comic. He went eat Bll = 0 Henry stirs up the Gracie ‘ution a eigeka'¥ a8 eas 8 Ann Thomas Confinement in a hotel because ary 
into action really in the second part, men of the community he is na- | ane Focanova pienbesw, wey Scanere pend Orlistat, want to be 
after a somewhat off-color number, turally the target of the unattached | Mrs Ballinger..0600 000000. Frederica Going | pas posers bees vey In staging, Rice 
‘Isle of Capri,’ which had Can Can women and in particular Julie Anne, | A Museum Attendant..... Charles La Torre | ns Gileation aan og age to detail, 
girls on platforms behind him. Les-|the belle of the town. When lured | 4 Married Couple} "1,1!" "borothy Darling | otherwise have been’ medi quent 
ter’s travesty on a burlesque seh. 22, Third and Bird streets,’ the red Ruth Ormont.....sseeeeeee+++ Helen Renee, ments. _ a mo- 
bret is funny, and so is his punch- ‘light district queened over by Poor | A HUIMdU....ccceeeeeseeeeeeees Larri Lauria ; one, 
drunk baritone. Just before closing Selma, it is Julie Anne's plaintive 4 Waiter.....-.....++ ,Aage | stesnmaerne ? 
he trioed with Cass-Owen and Topsy, rendition of ‘Careless Love’ that | Another Married Couple) ‘’‘ Lucille Sears Tobias and the Angel 
girl ——- nee wenger og aay | brings him from the arms of the | Fred .........cscccsccvescess ‘ Don Shelton r 
was a good score, » 0 |prostie. This is one of the scenes Dolly ......sseeeeeeeeeeeeed Adele Longmire oronto, Jan. 15, 
In that spot. Impression | of Ted that should have had more atten- ™":- Williams....cccccseseses Mary meenas! | | Remantic comedy in three acts (six 
Lewis is another of Lester's better 4i,n) | ; . ‘ ee. OM ames Bridie; presented by 
contributions. Piret act Qnale te rather choddily Elmer Rice has, in this instance, | sreurice 2 ourne; songs by Lawrence 
i sual dancing,!, *27S' ac ale is rather shoddily produced some good entertainment. nray; staged by Eric B. Bass: at the 

There is some unusua 9 | : Royal Alexandra, Toront ’ 

- wpe’ written. It concerns the coming of “ » Toronto, Jan, 15 
ontributed principally by Ygor and : 4 & OF Play is more or less plotless and car- | pojy)¢ } » "40. 
Tanya and Lela Moore. The duo’s|2 train to succor the negroes suffer-|ries no message, nor outstanding | Tobias... en gy, eathbuey 
routines stand out because of the |ing through a flood supposedly many | qramatie punch, but it does pack a| Anna........ saccesencccss.:Searal Shaman 
‘ease with which the man handles his miles away. Robeson does his best to jlot of diversion in its makeup. | P ROME Sais hig 68 5:60030 5 +.+sMaurice Colbourne 
'partner. Miss Moore's ‘Dance of the simulate the rescue mission as the ‘Jsland,’ of course, will naturally be | yn ly WRENN cisccsc. a ennet Ganee 
Lovers’ is the best performance of — + he rod lay po tracks, but compared with ‘Street Scene,’ sO! Sherah..........licccfecc./ Suzan Tumnee 
‘the kind seen in years. Half girl, the _é ect is a du . Second act's maybe it will be a good TSE 8 GAA re re poneoen aceon, Jessica Tandy 
half boy, she simulates a couple in a gin-mill scene. in New Orleans, | that comparison out of the way first | jsoreh. CPC COC COC seOCes Dorothy Primrose 
‘th k with surprising effective- |S€ems another spot when the play by saying that whereas ‘Scene’ car-| Kisha.. 10/7777 “7, aaron 
the park wi surprising he p coe wees Se | ERR. oe Secesee COececcccecees Rita Rothwell 
ness. could have gone on high, but ends in ried an underlying theme of) Amphora.. | Sibel Duan 
Susan Miller leads most of the a shambles after. a song-singing so- | thwarted lives and tragedy, confin-| Nubian Slave.................... David Gill 
songs, starting with ‘Angel,’ which is|@nd-so rouses John Henry to anger. |ing itself to a limited locale in Man-/ Rasteli -..-.-+csesssse/- Harvey, Braban 


The choral singing is of a high |hattan, the essence of ‘Island’ is | 
order and, next to Robeson’s per- | more in the comedy vein and action ' 








Scottish surgeon-playwright James 


formance, is the show’s best asset. |spreads the characters from one end Bridie has fashioned ‘Tobias’ as ale 


Some of the quartette warbling is of the town to the other. Play should | 
Johnny Woods at the especially fine, with ‘No Bottom,’ | be good fodder for Broadway. 
‘mike with a peculiar stance fared | aboard the river boat, ‘I Don’t Care | 
well enough with impression of radio; Where They Bury My Body’ and ‘He | film technique, this is it. Scenes are Testament). 


Went to the East,’ 


If ever a show was put on with 


most a direct re-write of ‘The Book 
lof Tobit’ (one of the books of the 
Apocrypha, appended to the Old 
Play’s charm lies to 


at the close; also |largely episodic, at times with se- | some extent in the evoking of com- 


Allen, Ben Bernie and Kate Smith |‘High Baillin.” Joshua White is the |quences apparently unrelated, yet’ parisons between the 2,000 vear-old 
(n.s.h.), but when he attempted to/utility man in the outfit, playing| having an_ underlying connecting | original and present-day standards 


failed to get across. 

Three Nonchalants (Loe, Wester- | 
lund and Milheim) amused with a, 
comedy equilibristic routine. Don) 
Mitheim is a comic on the nance} 
side, getting something with a bit as | 
a knitting-needle salesman. 
soloed with a_ butterfly routine, 
‘Dance of Light,’ something that has 
been done better before, although 
her routine is billed as original. 

‘American Bolero’ at the first act 
finale is perhaps nearest to the Car- 
roll platform technique, with rows of 
‘I Want 


repeat later in the performance, "| 


ience stunt, with the chorines run- 


Blind Lemon, a man who flicks the 
guitar almost throughout, although a 
full sized orchestra is in the pit. 


link throughout. Rice has addition- 


| ally provided some excellent char- 
‘acter sketches. ; 
White solos now and then, as with |stratum of the metropolis is repre-| English translation 


Practically every 


of whimsy and sophistication. To 
,help this angle along, no doubt, 
Bridie changed the heavy Jacobean 
into extremely 


‘Where Did You Get Those High |sented directly or mentioned indi-| modern speech, and gave the arch- 


Heeled Shoes?’ 


irectly. There’s a heel of a theatri- 


jangel lines vaguely recalling Plato. 


Ruby Elzy, who has been in sev-/|cal producer; a mid-west boy and a Job was deft, and does not sound 


end. 
house, as did ‘Lullaby.’ 
Gray, the cast’s sole white player, 
;does okay with ‘The Captain's Song.’ 
|Musa Williams, as the wife of the 
villain, Man Named Sam, played very 
well by Attles, and Myra Johnson, 
as Selma, stand out in a populous 
cast that should account for a better 





| ning down the aisles seeking custom- 
ers to play ‘patticake.’ There was 
| very little audience participation. 
current ‘Hellzapoppin.’ ‘Song of the 

Sarong’ led by Miss Miller and Gary 
| Stone began the somewhat extended 
, finale, with the curtain dropping as 
' the clock crawled well past the 12:30 
| mark. Ibee. 


| JOHN HENRY 


Musical drama in two parts presented 
Jan. 10, '40, at the 44th Street, New York, 
by Sam Byrd in association with Fred 
Mitchell; written by Roark Bradford, with 
score by Jacques Wolfe; Paul Robeson 


starred; choral direction, Leonard de Paur; | 


settings designed by Albert Johnson; $3.30 
top. 


eee Joshua White 
Julie Anne’s Mamma....Henrietta Lovelace 
Julie Anne’s Papa........ George Jones, Jr. 
Re ee ee er Ruby Elzy 
J er ts Minto Cato 
BEOEL SBOE, occccccvettcrces Robert Harvey | 
BEAN NAMOE BAM... ccecvccccssccced Joe Attles 
POUR 6 200.cecetveescoccesec +s Meee WilleIue 
= reer Paul Robeson 
PORE BOGDs .o0s0000wesaeses James Lightfoot 
Pe ROOT b 86:64:60 6008 986.060 6:00: Ray* Yeates 
pL Aes eee er ree Lloyd Howlett 
Serer ee J. DeWitt Spencer 
ce NO OEE, OT eee Alexander Gray 
WMI BOGE, 6c cccccvesse Kenneth Spencer 
SO THONIOIN S66. 656b64s'00 044904 Myra Johnson 
Pimps’ Quartette—Merritt Smith, Wyer 
Owens Handy, Louise Gilbert, William 
Woolfolk. 
Fancy Ladies’ Octette—Eva Vaughan, 


Alyce Carter, Mattie Washington, Ben- 
veneta Washington, Alice White, Ruth 
Gibbs, Marie Fraser, Mildred Lassiter. 

| Billie Bob Russell........../ Alexander Gray 


ey eee Benveneta Washington 
EON ESOMNVONs Jc3609660035045004 Ray Yeates 
PROROSE. 600s 6 0te0sedescscesssMOrritt. Simith 
PP TUNG 2 5-8'6.0 96 Rh595.0 hy spe 15 Cc. W. Seott 





Colored musical drama has been 
tried unsuccessfully before, as wit- 
ness Vincent Youmans’ ‘The Great 
Day’ and George Gershwin’s ‘Porgy 
and Bess,’ which, as a straight play. 
fared okay, but when adorned with 
tunes kicked the bucket. ‘John 
Henry’ has no comparable music and 
it is hard to discern how it can top 
its more embellished predecessors. 

‘Henry’ is impressive mostly be- 
cause of Pau: Robeson, a Negro of 
heroic build and possessed of a 
‘basso that inspired the composition 
‘Old Man River.’ He didn’t sing that 
classic in the original ‘Show Boat,’ 
but warbled himself to fame with it 
in London and then in the revival 
of the operetta on Broadway. Robe- 


theatre diversion. Ibee. 
(Withdrawn after five perform- 


Stunt is much better done in the | 4nces; printed for the record.) 





| Foreign Play 


| 











Szuletesnapi Ajandek 


(‘Birthday Present’) 
Budapest, Jan. 2. 


Drama in 3 acts (six scenes) by Laszlo 


, Fodor; staged by Erno Tarnay; at the 

| Vigszinhaz, Budapest. 

| Claudette. ..cccccocccccescssce - Maria Mezey 
Andre Severac...eco.....-..-Zoltan Greguss 
REO 6 esses scene eoecee- Margit Ladomerszky 

| Paul Martel. .cccccccccsces Sandor Komives 
eNO, 0400400608 Coecccccecccoces Julius Benko 
iyo. peer ecccrcccccccccs Julius Kamaras 

t EOWIONID s.0'00'04:040050.0660566%s 00065 Bela Fay 
PME DO ys 0 ve.wtsrecenewuceee< Joseph Matray 





In the midst of a rather drab the- 
atrical season, it is refreshing to see 
a piece of full-blooded stagecraft 
like ‘Birthday Present,’ by Laszlo 
Fodor, most skillful of present-day 
playwrights in Hungary (Molnar, of 
course, is a political refugee). He 
has a vein of genuine romance, even 
of poetry, in his composition, and 
even though he puts it on a bit too 
thick at times, at least knows how 
to present characters, to sketch in an 
attractive background, to tell a story 
and compose a plot. 

Claudette of ‘Birthday Present,’ a 
dancer, is closely related to Molnar’s 
‘Unknown Girl,’ but she is far more 
flesh-and-blood. Here, as in Mol- 
nar’s play, a girl is raised from the 
lowly to respectability by a rich 
man's whim. Reveling in polite so- 
ciety, she becomes unreconciled to 
her former life. Molnar’s heroine 
kills herself; Fodor's, after plentiful 
emotional and lurid complications, 
gains happiness through one man’s 
heroic death and another's fairy-tale. 

The bare plot has many elements 
of the syrupy thriller, but the way 
Fodor presents it shapes into a 
rattling good play. 

Excellent acting does much to 
stress stage effects. Maria Mezey, as 
Claudette, gives an admirable per- 
formance. Zoltan Greguss, the 


colonel, presents an officer-and-a- 
gentleman type. Very good enter- 


tainment., Jacobi. 


recognition as_ playwright and 


lstreets; a femme radical; a_ hard- 
boiled sailor; a plain old Hebrew 
mother shunted off by her wealthy 
|daughter; and a lineup of taxi-driv- 
jers, sightseeing guides, actors and 
| out-of-town visitors. Cast looks like 
|a convention of Equity. Author has 
fused this varied assortment into a 
'picture of what is New York itself, 
,and that seems to be the only thing 
{he is attempting to do in this case. 


| John Thompson (John Craven) 


|and Mary Ward (Betty Field) are a | 


couple of hinterland kids trying to 
crash the heights. of 
Thompson has won a cash award as 
a playwright in his mid-western col- 
lege and Mary’s grandmother has 
died, leaving her $500 which she is 
using to stake herself while storm- 
ing theatrical citadels on Broadway. 
Several times the young pair almost 
meet, but not quite, until a chance 
contact brings them together atop 
the Statute of Liberty on an after- 
‘noon when Thompson has finally 
decided to abandon his struggles and 
return to Iowa, and Mary is trying 
to decide on whether to succumb to 
the inducements of Ormont (Luther 
Adler), theatrical producer. Mary 
upbraids the boy for admitting de- 
feat and it brings him new courage 
to carry on. He, in turn, is some- 
what instrumental in helping her to 
decide against Ormont, and the up- 
shot of the meeting is the establish- 
ment of a love nest by the young- 





sters. Play opens with the two strip- | 


lings entering cabs bound for the 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., respectively, 
when they first hit New York, and it 
closes the same way, with a new 
couple taking over the scene, indi- 
cating that the cycle is about to go 
through the same motions all over 
again. 

There’s some first-rate casting in 
this production. Betty Field and 
John Craven both fit as the fame- 
seeking youngsters. Luther Adler is 
just nasty enough to make the cyni- 
cal producer credible without over- 
doing it. Earl McDonald registers 
as a crippled artist who attempts an 
interlude with’ Mary but gets no- 
where. Whitner Bissell clicks as 
a son of weaith who abandons his 
fortune to take up the gauntlet for 
‘the downtrodden as a C.1.O. or- 
ganizer. Martha Hodge makes a 


nice appearance as the playgirl who. 


_takes a crack at everything from act- 
ing to portrait painting and ends up 
as the bride of the C.I.O. man. Play 
offers a field day for minor roles, 
with outstanding contributions by 


Martin | Ritt and Robert Williams, 
{taxi drivers; Howard daSilva, sight- | 





Gotham. | 


Nirska | eral Coast-made colored films, is the |New Hampshire girl struggling for | off-key. Play is well acted by the 
runner-up to Robeson in the vocal. : . : 
Her ‘Love’ song caught the | actress; a philandering artist; a C.I.O. | ishly presented. 
Alexander | °rganizer; a playgirl; a lady of the) 


; Colbourne-Jones company, and lav- 


Story is a sort of Biblical ‘Of 
| Mice and Men,’ but with a happy 
‘ending in which Tobias frustrates 
his foes, restores the wealth of his 
| family. and wins the belle of Nine- 
, veh. Hero, originally portrayed as 
(a Caspar Milquetoast, is instigated 
by a celestial visitor—an archangel- 
_ bodyguard delivering background 
‘sotto voce advice—to change from 
|a commonplace little man into a 
| blustering fighter and a great lover. 
‘Theme is gentle, yet humorous 
| enough to serve as basis for a play. 
|__Archangel-bodyguard is played by 
Maurice Colbourne, his dry if good- 
_natured delivery contributing much 
to the leavening of the tale’s comic 
episodes. Barry Jones, as Tobias, is 
‘adept in portraying the boyish be- 
| wilderment of changing from a 
| Milquetoast to a hero, Capable per- 
formances are also turned in by the 
| rest of the cast, chief honors going 
| to Stanley Lathbury. 

| Four-week run of ‘Tobias’ is to be 
temporarily halted when the Col- 
| bourne-Jones Company goes into the 
Henry Miller, N. Y., with Shaw's 
‘Geneva.’ McStay. 


BRIEFS ORDERED FILED 
"IN SHUBERT TICKET CASE 


Boston, Jan. 16. 

| Ata hearing before Judge Green- 
halge of superior court here yester- 
'day (Monday) it was decreed briefs 
must be filed by Thursday (18) by 
| plaintiffs and defendants in the case 
of five indicted ticket-brokers versus 
'the Herrick Ticket Agency and the 
|Shuberts. Brokers charge monopoly 
‘of ticket re-sale in this city by the 
Shuberts, who allegedly control the 
Herrick agency. 

Defendants argued a point of law 
and said that even though they are 
guilty of acts as charged by the 
plaintiffs, there is no legal avenue of 





relief. Judge Greenhalge then 
ordered that both sides prepare 


briefs. 


Geo. Kaufman Back 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
| George S. Kaufman left here. for 
New York yesterday (Monday) after 
_a stay of several days preparing for 
the Coast opening of ‘Man Ww) 
Came to Dinner.’ 
He'll be back in two weeks. 











& 


“ 











i 


- 





ame 





‘fact that swin 


Wednesday, January 17, 1940 





ITIMATE GROSSES 








‘Abe’ Betters 186 in Lively Chi: 





‘Scandals’ AG, Diner $18,000 
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Chicago, Jan. 16, 

Business continues at a remark- 
able pace locally, with the loo 
legit zooming at near capacity, Scal- 

rs are having a great year, with 
Prcats at a premium, and $2.75 seats 
being brokered at $4.40 and more. 
Present gait should continue right 
along from all indications. 

Three shows are running in es- 

jally high-gear: hold-overs of 
Who Came to Dinner’ ‘and 
‘Scandals,’ while the newcomer ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’ is another big 
business item, ; 

George White is taking ‘Scandals’ 
out of town on Jan. 27 despite the 
really sharp click of the revue lo- 
cally. Evidently wants to take the 
cream and git while the gittin’ is 

. Erlanger hasn’t anything to 
worry about, however, with a string 
of attractions slated to follow. ‘Three 
After Three’ coming on Jan. 29 and 
the Helen Hayes show, ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen’ arriving on March 11. 

Despite poor notices Constance 
Bennett is enabling ‘Easy Virtue’ to 
reap considerable profits locally. Also 
aiding has been a bang-up publicity 
job by Gardner Wilson who crashed 
plenty of space in spite of terrific 
competition. 

At the Auditorium ‘Hot Mikado’ 
battled a flock of adverse conditions 
which are strictly local circum- 
stances. Toughest condition was the 
ing versions of ‘Mikado’ 
have flooded this town for the past 
18 months, playing as low as two- 
bits in the vaudfilm houses. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Grand (ist 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Rave press that 
brought in a heap of coin, with the 
show indicated here for at least six 
weeks before falling off from pres- 
ent smash pace. Turned in $18,200 
for initial gailop. 

‘Easy Virtue,’ Selwyn (lst week) 
(1,000; 2.75). Notices were on the 
downside, but strong advance build- 
up held the show to good profits at 
not quite $11,000. 

‘Hot Mikado,’ Auditorium (lst 
week) (4000; $2.20). Plenty of 
capacity, but show was up against 
a bad obstacle here due to surfeit 
locally of colored swing versions of 
the same show. Drew fine press 
which helped. Got $14,000. : 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(3d week) (1,000; $2.75). Sell-outs 
the rule here, with advance far into 
the future. Smash show, practically 
to the limit at better than $18,000. 

‘Scandals,’ Erlanger (3d week) 
(1,400; $3.30). Conventions in town 
were - for this show which wham- 
med home a great business week. 
Will close Chicago stay, however, 
next week despite present pace 
which grossed up to $24,000 last 
week. Will go into Detroit for a 
short stay, and then head out for 
some one-niters. 


‘Hamlet’ (Evans) Big 
$16,000 on L.A. Stand 


Los Angeles, Jan, 16. 

Maurice Evans. wound up four- 
day (six performances) run in ‘Ham- 
let’ at iltmore theatre (13) to 
Smasho results. House relighting 
(15) with Katharine Cornell for two 
weeks of ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 

Hollywood Playhouse shuttered 
(13) after profitable run of ‘The 
Vagabond King,’ Federal Music 
Project production. Due to govern- 
ment ruling prohibiting any profit 
for sponsors of FMP shows, house 
will remain dark for time being. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans) Biltmore 
(1,636; $3.30). Near capacity grected 
our-hour version of the Bard for 
big $16,000. 

‘The Vagabond King,’ Playhouse, 
Hollywood (1,130; $1.65). Folded 
(13) to profitable take on final 
stanza of around $2,000. 


‘Lincoln,’ Cieveland, $5,500 


Cleveland, Jan. 16. 
Unsympathetic character of John 
ilkes Booth was reflected in anti- 
pathy of localites to melodrama 
about him tagged ‘Man Who Killed 
Lincoln.’ It was the Hanna’s first 
rody of the semester, sliding to 
Owest gross, with record number 

of Stagehands running up payroll. 
Ouse being compensated by sock- 
ee biz for John Barrymore's ‘My 
ear Children,’ which had first two 
Nights and all matinees sold out in 
advance. ‘Tobacco Road’ next on 
Ocket, returning Jan. 23. Play 
40use’s repertory companies closed 
Eight O'Clock Tuesday’ and ‘Two 
rphans’ in twin theatres, reviving 
heridan’s ‘Rivals’ in large audito- 
Tlum Wednesday (17). 
Estimate for Last Week 


; ‘Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ Hanna 
1.435; $2.50). Opened fine, but in- 
different notices and nameless cast 











illed rest of the eight performances. | Nixon, although number of attrac- | 


Wound up with $5,500. 


Horton Solid $18,000, 
Detroit; Barrymore In 


Detroit, Jan, 15. 
Beneficiary of thumbs-up reviews 
and plenty of added bally on star, 


including two radio interviews, Ed- 
ward Everett Horton’s ‘Springtime 
for Henry’ did a lusty business at the 
Cass. Several performances were 
complete sell-outs, and all during 
the week the house played close to 
capacity. Both matinees—with the 
house holding to $1.65 for both mid- 
week and Saturday afternoon shows 
—were crammed. 


Cass will be dark until Jan. 22, 
when John Barrymore pops along 
in ‘My Dear Children,’ getting a play 
already at the b.o. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ Cass 
(1, a .75). Up there with a strong 


‘CHILDREN 226 
IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 

John Barrymore’s be 4 Dear Chil- 
dren’ a solid smash at Nixon last 
week. It’s a new high for a straight 
play here this season. Attraction 
caught on right from the getaway, 
opening to better than $2,100 and 
continuing to virtual capacity right 
through. Both mats and a couple of 
the evening performances played to 
several rows of standees. 

Nixon has ‘Three After Three’ cur- 
rent and shutters next Monday (22) 
for first dark week of year. House 
had previously closed before Xmas. 
Expected to relight 29th with ‘Scan- 
dals’ and ‘Tobacco Road’ following. 
Although not definite yet, Chicago- 
bound No. 2 company of ‘Life with 
Father’ may stop off for week of 
polishing Feb. 12. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Nixon (2,100; 
$2.75). John Barrymore, the spec- 
tacular Chi run, and a wide-open 

ress before and after put this one 
immediately in clover. Garnered a 
excellent $22,000, which is almost 
capacity at scale. 


‘Road’ Record 1056 
On 6th Cincy Try 


Cincinnati, Jan. 16. 

Legit is having a recess this week. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ with Edward 
Everett Horton opens Jan. 21 at the 
Cox for seven night shows and two 
matinees at $2.75 top. Same house 
gets Constance Bennett in ‘Easy Vir- 
tue’ during week of Feb. 4. Scale 
will have $2.75 top. 


Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Cox (1,300; $1.65). 
Was sixth Cincy engagement and 
eighth week for this show. Had 
standees Wednesday and Saturday 
matinees and Saturday (13) night. 
On final day ticket lines became 
confused with those for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ at the Capitol around the 
Seventh and Vine corner. ‘Road’ is 
penciled in for a return in March. 
Take last week hit close to $10,500 
for its best local mark in past three 
seasons. 


‘Boy’ Only $4,000, K. C.; 
‘Leave’ Good $6,000 


Kansas City, Jan. 16. 

Three-day stand of ‘Golden Boy’ 
company with Eric Linden and Ber- 
nice Claire took it on the chin from 
cold, ice and snow. Thursday, Fri- 
day, Saturday eve and mat (11, 12, 
13) went at top of $2.24 with gross 
of $4,000. Lightweight, but fought 
adverse weather all the way. 

‘Leave It to Me’ pulled in $6,000 
for three performances Sunday and 
Monday (14-15) at a $2.75 top. 

Music Hall set for more lusty 
season than town has seen in past 
several years. Six productions are 
on the docket and at least three 
more under consideration. Maurice 
Evans’ ‘Hamlet’ is set for two per- 
formances Feb. 3; Eva Le Gallienne’s 
‘Hedda Gabler’ due for three nights 
and matinee Feb. 8, 9, 10; Bill Robin- 
son’s ‘Hot Mikado’ booked for three 
nights and mat Feb. 11, 12, 13; 
George White's ‘Scandals’ written in 
for March 4, 5, 6; Ethel Waters in 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ for two per- 
formances March 16, and Edward 
Everett Horton in ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ April 22 and 23. 

Annual report of activities in the 
city-owned-and-operated auditorium, 
of which Music Hall is a _ part, 
| showed $11,000 profit for the Hall in 
| 1939 under the direction of Jimmy 





























Barrymore Vs. ‘Wind’ 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 

‘Gone with the Wind’ runs 
nearly four hours and everybody 
makes a big to-do about it. Ditto 
Maurice Evans ’full-length ‘Ham- 
let’ But John Barrymore goes 
merrily on turning ‘My Dear 
Children’ into a nightly mara- 
thon, and nobody thinks a thing 
about it. Last week at the 
Nixon only the oper.ing per- 
formance came through in vir- 
tually regulation time, and only 
because there was a backstage 
broadcast scheduled. Even then 
it ran until 11:30. 

The longest was at a Wednes- 
day matinee, where he gave the 
femmes a_ lengthy’ curtain 
speech. Show consumed exactly 
four hours. 


MAMBA’ SLOW 
$11,200, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ and Ethel 
Waters got rave notices from the 
crix last week on its opening at the 
Forrest, but biz was not commensu- 
rate. There was some pick-up no- 
ticeable during the week, but not 
enough to indicate any big gain this 
week, especially as ‘Mamba’ will have 
competish from ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye,’ which opened a return engage- 
ment at the Locust Street theatre last 
night (15), playing te a pop ($1) top. 
‘Boys’ is announcing two weeks’ en- 
gagement, but if it clicks as “The 
Women’ did last season at the same 
ny the Clare Boothe comedy may 

o . 

Forrest is dark next week, relight- 
ing with Theatre Guild’s production 
of ‘The Fifth Column’ on the 29th. 
Show was originally skedded for 22d, 
but rehearsals were delayed. ‘Fifth 
Column’ is on ATS subscription, 
which means two weeks, and leaves 
local engagement of ‘Streets of Paris’ 
somewhat of a mystery as to date, 
although it’s supposed to get in here 
around middle of month. 

Locust’s next booking is ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ formerly mentioned for the 
Forrest, which comes to town, ac- 
cording to latest official announce- 
ment, on February 12. It, too, is on 
ATS subscription, but may stay an 
extra week with general public sale. 
Katharine Cornell’s ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ is still set for March 4, but 
booking has been cut from two weeks 
to one. 

Theatre Guild has announced im- 
minent bookings of ‘Time of Your 
Life’ (which will be on subscription) 
and ‘Philadelphia Story,’ a return 
visit and limited to one week. ‘Yokel 
Boy’ is also skedded here shortly. 
The Erlanger gets a week of the Ted 
Shawn ballet dancers starting Feb. 
12. House has been dark since ‘John 
Henry.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ Forrest (1,- 
800; $2.50) (lst week). Rave notices 
for show and star, but under $11,200. 
Hemingway’s ‘Fifth Column’ follows 
on 29th. 


Robeson to Make First 
Concert Tour in 4 Yrs. 


Paul Robeson, who closed Satur- 
day night (13) with ‘John Henry’ at 
the 44th Street, New York, has signed 
for a concert tour next fall, his first 
such appearances in the U. S. in four 
years. He'll be out three months, be- 























ginning in October, and will have 
| his regular accompanist and arran- 
ger, Lawrence Brown. 

Fred Schang, Jr., of Metropolitan 
| Musical Bureau, a division of Co- 


| lumbia Concerts Corp., is managing 


the venture. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Passenger to Bali’ — Montgomery 
Ford. 

‘Night Music’—Group Theatre. 

‘The Fifth Column’—Theatre Guild. 

‘Two for the Show’—Gertrude 
Macy, Stanley Gilkey. 

‘Young Couple Wanted’—Jerome 
Mayer. 

‘Life With Father’ 
Oscar Serlin. 


RUTH DRAPER 7G, TORONTO 
Toronto, Jan. 16. 

With Royal Alexandra enjoying a 
sell-out Friday (12) and turn-away 
business Saturday matinee and night, 
Ruth Draper's split-week appearance 
at the 1,45l-seater here grossed 
$7.000 for four performances. 

Miss Draper is making a trans- 
Canada tour and donatine her net 
proceecs, including her own per- 


(Chicago)— 





tions was less than previous seasons. |! centage, to the Canadian Red Cross. 


VARIETY $1 





B'way Strong: Male Animal’ Clicks, 
DuBarry’ $31,700, ‘Hellz’ $28,000, 
Girls’ 276, ‘Dinner’ 20146; 21 Shows 





With a new hit in town and some 
betterment in, most legiters last 
week, Broadway took on a better 
tone than that which followed the 
entrance of the New Year. The fresh 
success is “The Male Animal,’ Cort; 
which sonoee. $13,000 in the first 
seven performances and is aimed for 
more than $16,000 this week. 
There was a ‘big three’ on the list 
but with the improvement in attend- 
ance there are at least seven at- 
tractions getting important money, 
while most of the others current are 
turning an operating profit. Increase 
at the boxoffices should hold in some 
of the attractions which were routed 
for the road in the near future. 
DuBarry Was a Lady’ tops the 
field with $31,700 grossed last week; 
‘Hellzapoppin’ claimed $28,000 and 
Too Many Girls’ picked up $27,000, 
this trio comprising the musical 
leaders. Next in line is ‘Streets of 
Paris’ which picked up to $18,000. 


week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Holding to 
excellent money; last week some im- 
provement, with gross quoted around 
$27,000 level. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
(3d week) (C-1,005; $2.75). About 
the lowest grosser on the list, but 
gets by because of low operating nut; 
$3,500 or under. 

‘Vanities,’ St. James (R-1,526; $3.30). 
Opened Saturday (13); drew mixed 
notices, but indications are for mod- 
erate engagement for Hollywood 
floor show revue. 

ADDED 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (111th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Still in favor, 
with weekly pace of $8,000 and more; 
intimate revue slated indefinitely. 

‘Juno and the Paycock,’ Mansfield. 
Revival presented by Robert Choate 
Arthur Shields and Robert Edmond 
Jones; opened Tuesday (16). 

‘Folies Bergere,’ Broadway. Nine 
o’clock show well supported, but off 





The front running straight show 
Sesevene: ‘The Man Who Came to 
inner,’ $20,500; ‘Life with Father,’ 
over $19,000; ‘Skylark,’ $16,500, and 
‘Male Animal.’ 
Latter presentation is easily the 
best entrant in some time. Two other 
arrivals last week were ‘Vanities’ 
which opened at the St. James 
Saturday (13) to a distinctly mixed 
press and ‘John Henry,’ colored 
musical drama which started at the 
44th Street but was withdrawn 
Saturday after five performances. 
There were no further closings 
and the list numbers 21 shows in- 
cluding a new attraction and a re- 
vival lighting this week. Due next 
week. ‘Two on an Island,’ Broad- 
Binet and ‘Young Couple Wanted,’ 
iott. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ 46th 
Street (6th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). 
Broadway’s leader was quoted at 
$31,700; takings for new musical 
standout for New Year’s week were 
$33,500. 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (69th 
week) (1,671; $3.30). Picked up ma- 
terially and again indicated the en- 
gagement will span a second season; 
$28,000. 

‘John Henry,’ 44th Street. Abrupt- 
ly withdrawn Saturday (13) heavily 
in red; weak press for Wednesday 
(10) debut, but bankroll trouble 
caused the fold. 

‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (7th week) 
(D-1,096; $3.30). Off early in the 
week, then closed rather strongly 
with the pace quoted at $11,500. 
‘Life With Father,’ Empire (10th 
week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Whale of a 
money-maker; standees all times for 
better than $19,000; Chicago com- 
pany readying. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (13th- week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 
Top coin getter of the straight shows 
also playing to standees nightly for 
total of $20,500. 

‘Man Who Killed Lincoln,’ Long- 
acre (lst week) (D-1,016; $3.30). 
Presented by Joseph M. Gaites; 
written by Elmer Harris; opens 
Wednesday (17). 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (11th 
week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Has been 
drawing profitable attendance right 
along; off lately, but indefinite; some 
improvement last week; $12,500. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi (16th 
week) (C-1,434; $1.10). Expected to 
last through winter; at low scale, 
takings around $6,000 okay for one- 
set comedy. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (13th week) (C- ; 
961; $3.30). Class draw holding up | 
excellently and should extend well 
into the spring period; climbed last 
week to $16,500. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (30th | 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Was slated | 
out, but picked up last week and 
will move to Majestic; rated around 
$18,000. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (48th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Also im-| 
proved, but will leave for the road 
after three weeks; around $10,500. | 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (lst week) | 
(C-1,964: $3.30). Newest click; quick- 
ly developed capacity pace; aimed 
for better than $16,000 this week; 
approached $13,500 in seven times | 
last week. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 

(41st week) (C-1,367; $3.30. Another 
attraction which materially improved 
last week, getting $15,000; ticket sale 
until mid-February, and should stay 
longer. 
‘The World We Make,’ Guild (8th 
week) (D-914; $3.30). Improvement 
claimed here with takings around | 
$7,000; previous pace somewhat over- | 
estimated. 
‘Time ef Your Life,’ Booth (12th 
week) (D-704; $3.30). Considerins | 
capacity here, comedy drama which 
aroused considerable discussion far- 
ing wel!; $9,000. 

‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest (318th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Road com- 
pany continues to net weekly profits: 
ryt better than even break here: 
£4,000. 








‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (12th 


at 7 p.m. trick and matinees; should 
do better to stick. 


THREE’ OKAY 
70500, D. C. 


, Washington, Jan. 16. 
“Three After Three’ week 
kicked up plenty advance interest 
via Simone Simon, Mitzi Green, Mary 
Brian and other names. Critics rode 
the book plenty and wouldn’t call it 
a sure hit, but went to town on the 
tunes and the production enough to 
get it by okay. 

Current is San Carlo Opera with 
eight performances, first opera in 
town’s only legit in many seasons. 
Next is ‘Mamba’s Daughter,’ with 
Ethel Waters. Edward Everett Hor- 
ton arrives in ‘Springtime for Henry’ 
on Jan, 29, and ‘Little Foxes’ is due 
on Feb. 5. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Three After Three,’ National (1,- 
698; $3.30). Plenty interest in youth- 
ful names, but cagey notices held it 
to approximately $20,500. 


‘KISS’ KISSES CANVAS 
IN BALTO AT $4,700 


Baltimore, Jan. 16. 

Most amply booked season of legit 
| here in moons is settling itself into 
la groove of customer wariness, with 
| stubholders shopping carefully from 
ithe list at hand :ather than buying 
for the sheer novelty of seeing flesh 
{on a stage again. Thus, on heels of 
|Supposed weaknesses of ‘Ladies and 
| Gentlemen,’ as a vehicle for the 
| usually sure-fire Helen Hayes, ad- 
| vance action has been only slightly 
| better than just fair for the booking 
current at Ford’s. With only a mail 
{order reaction thus .far, interest in 
i ‘The Taming of the Shrew,’ with the 
|Lunts, due Jan. 22, however, indi- 
|eates extra bullish doings for the 
| Guild attraction which will also ben- 
|efit from the subscription season in- 
jaugurated and sold last summer ir 
;conjunction with the American The- 
'atre Society. ‘Mam.ba’s Daughters, 
on the calendar for Jan. 2 

Last week, return engagement 0: 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ at Ford’s 
failed to create any interest or sub- 

















| sequent excitement at the b.o. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Ford’s 
(1,900; $2.22). Attracted some profit 
last yeor, but way off on the repeat 
which drew a me*gre $4,700. Wintry 
weather no aid. 


Cornell 2d Week Terrific 
$27,000 in San Francisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 16. 

Katharine Cornell in ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ rang up a fine $27,000 on 
the final round of her two-week 
stay at the Curran here. 

Initial session garnered a grand 
$24,000. First Cornell appearance 
here in several years. 


‘Island’ Soloing, Hub 


Boston, Jan. 16. 
After a bare week of no shows, 
‘Two on an Island’ opened here 
Monday (15) to solo without op- 
posish. In for one week. ‘Ladies 
and Gentlemen’ comes in Monday 








| (22) for two weeks; ‘Two for the 


— opens Jan. 23 for five days 
only. 

Fu.ure bookings include: ‘My 
H<cort’s in the Hishlands,’ Jan. 29: 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Feb. 19; ‘The 
Little Foxes,’ Feb, 26, 
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SYMPH MAESTRO 
QUITS IN ROW 


Syracuse, Jan. 16. 


Stirring a tempest in a_ teapot, 
Nicholas Gualillo, conductor of both 
the Utica and Syracuse symphony 
orchestras, has announced his resig- 
nation from the former post because 
directors of the Utica Civic Music 
Society have barred the historic 
‘Salome’s Dance of the Seven Veils’ 
in conjunction with contemplated 
presentation of Strauss’ ‘Salome,’ 
scheduled for Jan. 31. Resignation 
becomes effective Feb. 1, day after 
concert. 

Center of controversy is Thelma 
Biracree, Syracuse and Rochester 
dance instructress, who was to have | 
performed the dance. Latter getiing 
support of public prints in attack on 
directors for banning dance before 
they even saw it. Dr. Gualillo in- 
vited objectors to see a rehearsal of 
the dance they considered improper 
but none accepted. 


The thought of the dance being 
‘improper’ is ‘amusing to anyone who 
knows dancing or who has seen it,’ 
Miss Biracree said. ‘... It is by no 
means a so-called strip tease affair— 
anything but that. The veils are dis- 
carded, of course, but when I’m fin- 
ished I am respectably clothed.’ 


Miss Biracree is head of the East- 
man School of Music (Rochester) 
ballet department and _ formerly 
danced with the Eastman theatre 
company in the heydey of the 
Rochester theatre’s stage presenta- 
tions. 


AGMA, MET WILL MEET 
ON DISPUTED FRANCHISE 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
begins negotiations Friday (12) with 
the Metropolitan Opera regarding 
the disputed ‘Clause 12’ in the com- 
pany’s standard contract with its ar- 
tists. Issue, which was left open for 
further consideration when the 
unions’s contract with the manage- 
ment was signed over a year ago, 
covers the franchise which the 
clause gives the company over all 
outside artistic efforts of its singers. 

AGMA signed a contract last week 
with the Hanya Holm dance troupe 
covering its Coast-to-Coast tour be- 
ginning this week. Company num- 
bers 12 dancers, including Miss Holm, 
and the contract sets the union’s 
standard requirements for such or- 
ganizations, with the exception of a 
few minor concessions. Troupe will 
be on the road for six weeks. 


St. Louis Fund Drive On 


St. Louis, Jan. 16. 

A campaign to raise $135,000 for 
the maintenance of the St. Louis 
symphony orchestra for the 1940-41 
season is under way. Only 50% of 
the expenses are obtained through 
_ sales because scale is so moder- 
ate. 


Alexander Fraser, chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the symph so- 
ciety, said $217,000 will be spent for 
musical talent, including salaries of 
the tooters and expense of bringing 
artists here for p.a.’s. A further $45,- 
000 will be ear-marked for advertis- 
ing, music fees stage hands, manage- 
ment, etc. 

Hence, defic:t. 
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Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Costumes—‘For Sale” 


A number of costumes practi- 
cally in new condition, in sets 
of 12. Good for revues. For sale 
very cheap. 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 
340 W. 4ist St., New York City 











! 


| graduate of Rutgers and holder of 
|a bachelor’s degree in laws and let- 


Snap Judgment 





Detroit, Jan. 16. 
Russell McLaughlin, drama 
critic on Detroit News, is doing 
a series of Monday night reviews 
of legit plays, as they hit Cass 
theatre here, over WWJ. 
Has scant 15 minutes on aver- , 
age to prepare his review for | 
presentation at 11:15. 


Stoki’s Signing of Philly 
Musicians for S.A. Tour _ 
Threatens Robin Dell 

















Philadelphia, Jan. 16. 
Philadelphia may have to forego 
its Robin Hood Dell concerts this 
summer if any more members of the 
Philly symphony orchestra sign up 
for Leopold Stokowski’s South 
American good-will tour. 


So far 30 members of the orchestra 
have been signed for the trip, and. 
if many more succumb to the lure 
of the South American way, the Dell 
concerts will be all washed up for 
the year, according to Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, president of Robin Hood | 
Dell Concerts, Inc., which runs the | 
open-air programs. 

Unless 70% of the Philly Orches- ' 
tra sign up for the Dell by Feb. 1, | 
and a crew of 90 men lined up, the 
Dell group will drop all plans for 
this year’s concerts. 


Finn Relief 


Continued from page 49 

















covered seven typewritten pages. | 
Those aware of the relief situation 
therefore assert that plans for the 
Finnish theatre drive are duty- 
bound to consider too the indigent 
and needy of the stage. 


A percentage of takings from the 
proposed Finnish performances is 
likely to be agreed on when a prac- | 
tical setup is made. It will probably | 
be collected through the Theatre Au- 
thority. As the latter is made up 
of the various stage organizations for 
the purpose of collecting a share of | 
benefit performances for show biz | 
charities, it will probably figure | 
when arrangements are consum- | 
mated. When benefit performances | 
are given it is necessary for the | 
sponsors to advise first the TA. That’s 
also true of special occasions (such 
as the Finnish matter) in order that 
TA might consult with unions whose 
members would be used. TA must 
okay the benefits, unless the players 
are paid for their appearance. 


Stagehands, Tooters Paid 


Majority of benefit shows are made | 
possible because the actors agree to 
go on without remuneration. Stage- | 
hands and musicians insist on their 
members being paid, with rare ex-| 
ceptions. That goes even for Stage 
Relief and Actors Fund affairs. Spe- 
cialty show benefits for charities out- | 
side the profession must invariably 
pay a percentage to TA. A check-up 
indicated that such events were more 
or less of a racket. 

The cause of Finland relief may 
bring an exception from the unions 
when the latter are called in. Con- 





during the Hoover luncheon. Helen 





amusement committee, placed a 
be raised. The theatre never before 
sought such a formidable figure. 
Speaking for the managers, John 
Golden assured the former president 
that all theatres would aid the fund. 
Among other stage names present 
were Katharine Hepburn and Tal- 
lulah Bankhead. 

Relief plan, as outlined, takes in 
the entire amusement field, idea 
being that every theatre turn over 
the receipts of at least one perform- 
ance, That would take in participa- 
tion also by the ‘picture industry, 
radio, opera and concerts. Meantime, 
the annual benefit for the Actors 
Fund, to be held at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., Jan. 28, is being readied, 
while a legit benefit performance of 
‘Time of Your Life’ for that fund and 
a showing of ‘Margin for Error’ for 





Robeson Gets Doctorate 


Clinton, N. Y., Jan. 16. 
Hamilton College will present an 
honorary degree of doctor of humane 
| letters to Paul Robeson at a special 





|midyear convocation here Sunday 
(21). 


Robeson is a Phi Beta Kappa 








MEdallion 3-4755 





j ter from Columbia. 


siderable enthusiasm was aroused . 
Hayes, chairman of the Finnish Fund | 


mark of $500,000 as the minimum to , 


Stage Relief were held Sunday (14). | 


Italy Okays De Luca 


For Met Appearance 


A slight letup in restrictions 
placed on Italian opera singers will 
see the appearance of Guiseppe De 
Luca again at the ~ Metropolitan 
Opera this season. De Luca was 


lone of 10 artists whose passports to | mately to expand group 


America had been revoked by the 
Italian Government. 


The 70-year-old baritone is the 


best known of the artists forced to | 


remain in Italy. He will arrive 
early in February and has been en- 
gaged for five performances, includ- 
ing the Barber of Seville, Rigoletto, 
Traviata and Faust. 

RCA Victor plans to record De 


‘Luca in a complete set of Rigoletto, 
with Lily Pons and Giacomo Lauri. 


Volpi. The planned recording had 
originally included Lawrence Tib- 
-bett in the title role, but the 


American baritone will be shifted to 


other discs that De Luca is 


arriving. 


now 





Yiddish Piay 


If 1 Were Rothschild 


Satirical comedy in two acts (six scenes) 











by Maurice Schwartz, adapted from the 
story by Sholem Aleichem; presented by 
the Yiddish Art ‘Theatre; staged by 
Schwartz; music, Sholem Secunda; | set- 


i tings, Alex Chertov; dances, Naomi Aleh- 





Leaf: at the Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y., 
opening Dec. 20, 39; $2.75 top. 
1 Clathm Chono....cccccccccccecces Y.eo Fuchs 
Alternated by...eee. eocccced Abraham Lax 
| The Rebetzen...ccccccesceessee4 Anna Appel 
Beyla...scscccsecoce eooese- Miriam Kressyn | 
Velvel..cccsscccccce eebtusecesece Leon Gold | 
Reb Yusefel.......-- eveeocns Mark Schweid 
, Menachem Mendel......--+-eeee5 Leo Fuchs 
Shaine-Shaindel......+. Esther Neroslavska 
Gedalia....ceccecscceccescccccs Julius Adler 
VYefroitchick......ccccvccsccees Zvee Scooler 
The Jewish Messiah..Abraham Teitlebaum 
Shabess GOY..cccccccccccces Wolf Goldfaden 
Chief of Police......ccceces Gustav Schacht 
Holoveshka. ....20. cccsccccves Morris Schorr 
Queen of Sheba'’s Great-Great-Great 
Grand-daughter....... Naomi Aleh-Leaf 
Pie GAT. icac'sc ccaesanesorcogaces S. Sidney 
Comrade BoSs....cccccscesss> Isidor Cashier 
The Orator.....cccccccess Morris Strassberg 
Maurice schwartz is currently 


delving into the realm of fantasy 
with his latest presentation, ‘The 
House of Rothschild,’ and for the 
second time this season in as many 
plays Yiddish theatredom’s fore- 
most actor-manager has come a 
cropper. ; 

‘Rothschild’ is a poor dramaturgi- 
cal experiment whose fault lies not 
essentially in the writing, direction 
or productional affiliates, but in the 
conception. There are times in.this 
comedy when the excellent perform- 
ances particularly, among other of 
the productional attributes, encom- 
pass the originally weak premise. 
But these times are few. 

For the first time in many years 
a Yiddish Art production is marked 
by the absence of Schwartz in the 
cast. Illness forced out the star dur- 
ing the rehearsal period, but it’s 
questionable as to whether his per- 
formance would be sufficient to give 
the play greater verve. 

Adapted from a Sholem Aleichem 
story, ‘Rothschild’ concerns primar- 
ily a Hebrew teacher in a Russian 
village who bemoans the fact that 
he’s not Rothschild, the banker. If 
he were, he says, he would make 
sure that every pot would have a 
chicken, etc. 


plenty which he governs. 


tasy. The inner sanctorum becomes 
'a League of Nations council, with 
varied persons symbolic of the na- 
tions of the world meeting at a round 
table. 

There’s the clash between the Jap- 
anese and the Chinese, plus a num- 
ber of other incidents that suggest 
the characteristics of the countries. 
Some of this is amusing, but mostly 
stretches credulity beyond redemp- 
tion. 

Amusing from the standpoint of 
courage—but certainly not from 
novelty—is the characterization of 
President Roosevelt in the teacher's 


pilgrimage to the White House, with ' 


his aides, to ask advice on a solution 
to the Jewish persecution problems. 

Abraham Lax had the lead part 
as the Hebrew teacher when caught, 
with Leo Fuchs slated also to alter- 
nate in that role. Lax is excellent, 
as is Fuchs. Miriam Kressyn is nota- 
ble among the fine supporting cast, 
but her excellent singing voice de- 
serves more numbers than called 
for. It’s her first performance with 
the Yiddish Art group. 








| U.S. Okays Alien Dancer 


Manuela Del Rio, Spanish in- 
terpretive dancer, was released from 
Ellis Island Friday (4) after being 
held there since her arrival (2) from 
Europe with her troupe of three be- 
cause of passport difficulties. 


Charles H. Allen is agenting Miss 
Del Rio. She's tentatively booked 


| to open at Town Hall, N, Y., in about 


two weeks. 


Falling asleep, his | 
|dream carries him to a Valhalla of 
Through | 
this setting occur a series of inci- | 
dents that are negligible in their fan- | 


Milwaukee Planning 
Symphony Orchestra 


Milwaukee, Jan. 16. 


Under Dr. Julius Ehrlich, Euro- 
pean conductor presently here, music 
| devotees and civic leaders are plan- 
| ning a symphony orch of from 25 to 
30 players to begin immediately for 
| a series of concerts. It is hoped ulti- 
into full 
symph whose activities will not be 
| confined to Milwaukee alone, but ex- 
tended into the state. 
| Milwaukee has had to depend for 
‘symphonic music upon the Chicago 
‘Symphony and other visiting orches- 
_tras, and upon the WPA Wisconsin 
' symphony band. 
| 








' 
' 
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Organizing Auds 


Continued from page 49 














can be taken care of if arranged for 
far enough in advance. 

The earliest date when tickets may 
be secured will also be carried on 
'the list. A field staff will be en- 
gaged but it is also hoped that show- 
|men will assent to addressing wom- 
|en’s clubs upon occasion. The League 
, agrees to devote $2,500 for the drive. 
That sum is considered rather mod- 
est for the work planned but addi- 
tional coin will probably be ar- 
‘ranged for if the experimental work 
‘shows results. Listing will also 
_carry the names of accredited brok- 
ers who have agreed to limit pre- 
miums to 75c. 


Seek Phone Reservations 


Among the proposals to make it 
easier for theatre-goers is permission 
for suburbanites and others to make 
reservations over the _ telephone, 
which is rarely acceptable to mana- 
gers. Reason is that too many per- 
sons making such reservations have 
failed to appear and the service con- 
sequently was discontinued. To cor- 
rect that patrons will be asked to 
make a deposit of $10 or more with 
the League. They would reserve 
tickets by phone and pay for same 
upon arrival at the theatre, but in 
ithe event that tickets were not 
| picked up, cost would be deducted 
'from the amount on deposit. 
| Whether such a plan would be ac- 
| ceptable to patrons is questionable, 
according to some showmen 
whom it was explained. 

Organizing campaign may also 

survey the activities of theatre-party 
offices, of which there are a num- 
ber. Such agents make a specialty 
of selling blocks of tickets and often 
the entire house to organizations. 
| While such deals are partially pro- 
motional for attendance, it is claimed 
, that they prove detrimental just as 
, often. That is explained by the fact 
|that most theatre parties have a 
| charity angle. Tickets for $3.30 
chows are sometimes raised to dou- 
~ie or triple that sum. Purchasers 
‘re prevailed upon to buy at the 
inigher price, and when the per- 
formance is not exceptional, it is 
| figured such patrons complain about 
| the show, hurting instead of helping 
—_— thereafter, 


N.Y. Tix Setup 


Continued from page 49 
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; was dated to begin Dec. 1 and six 
‘monthly payments are acceptable on 
i|money due for January, February 
|and March of last year. No levy 
/applied thereafter up to last Sept. 1 
(and so it was further conceded that 
no such coin apply to the first three 
months of this season (September, 
October and November). 

| Further concession is that the 
present rules shall not be changed 
unless the brokers are consulted. 
Agency people anticipate there will 
be broker participation in the ad- 
ministration of the code. Under- 
stood that some agencies paid more 
than necessary on tickets sold by 
them last season and such coin will 
_be credited on amounts due or be- 
coming due. 

Carroll Deal 


Supposed buy on Earl Carroll's 
‘Vanities,’ which epened at the St. 
_James Saturday (13), hasn’t had a 
| solution. Boris Said, who operates 
the theatre, said he has given Car- 
roll control of the tickets, which is 
(a violation of the code. Manager 
| has advised the League by phone he 
‘would resign, but failed to do so. He 
was called in to explain the Car- 
roll transaction but postponed the 
session because of the show’s debut 
and difficulties over ‘John Henry,’ 
which opened last week at the 44th 
Street, which Said also operates. 

Plan to make a buy for ‘Vanities’ 
automatically blew up when ATTA 
people decided to sign the code, 
| Which prohibits such ticket trans- 





—z 


Ballet Review 


BALLET THEATRE _ 


(GREAT AMERICAN GOOF) 


Ballet-play with book and dialog 
liam Saroyan; music, Henry Brant; cae 
ography, Eugene Loring; scenery and o 
tumes, Boris Aronson; _ 








orchestr: 
Ralph Stone, conductor, Alexander Sinnt 
lens. Presented by Advanced Arts Rallet 
Inc., at Center, N. ¥., Jan. 11, "40; $2.99 


top ($3.30 opening). 

Representing a combination 
Fokine and Mordkin. ballets ire 
Ballet Theatre is an ambitious and 
costly undertaking that’s aimed to 
utilize American talent and become 
an institution of the U.S. theatre and 
dance. Venture preemed last Thurs- 
day (11) at the Rockefellers’ com- 
modius Center theatre, N. Y.. with 
fair house, much of it paper. Subse. 
quent attendance has been sparse 
It’s announced for a three weeks’ 
engagement. 

Outfit is said to have involved an 
outlay of well over $100,000, much 
understood to have been advanced 
by Lucia Chase (Mrs. Thomas Ewing 
heiress of the late industrialist's for- 
tune). She’s one of the leading bal- 
lerinas of the company and has been 
a backer of such other terp ventures 
as the Mordkin ballet, the Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe, etc. In this case 
there appears to be considerable 
doubt if the show will pay a profit. 
Center theatre is said to be taken on 
a performance-to-performance basis, 
at $2,500 per show. 

Principal interest of the opening 
bill was the world premiere of ‘The 
Great American Goof,’ which author 
William Saroyan describes as a new 
American art form. Whether or not 
it’s all Saroyan believes, it is proba- 
bly the goofiest hodge-podge of 
music, dialog, dancing and spectacle 
that’s been tossed on a stage within 
memory. Compared to it, Salvador 
Dali’s surrealist ‘Bacchanale,’ which 
the Monte Carlo Ballet Russe 
preemed last fall, is a strictly real- 
istic affair. For ‘Goof’ is not just 
obscure; in it the author of the 
vague ‘My Heart’s in the Highlands’ 
and ‘Time of Your Life’ has come 
up with his dizziest work. The result 
is something that'll at least be talked 
about for some time. 

A few of the first-nighters ap- 
peared to like the ballet and its pro- 
duction and even professed to find 
some meaning in its crackpot ex- 
hibitionism. But mostly it seemed 
artificial clumsy, obvious and dis- 
tressingly dull. Henry Brant’s score 
is ultra modern and with little ap- 
parent theme or design. Boris Aron- 
son’s transparent settings, with pro- 
jected lighting, are at least dis- 
tinctive. But Eugene Loring’s 
choreography fails to rescue the 
book and score, being not only un- 
imaginative, but even technically 
inept. As an instance of the latter, 
in repeated cases dancers have been 
given lines to say just when they 
are breathless from particularly 
strenuous terp exertions. 

Other offerings on the opening 
night bill were revivals of ‘Les 
Sylphides’ and ‘Voices of Spring.’ 
The former has a score by Chopin, 
choreography by Michel Fokine, 
scenery by Augustus Vincent Tack 
and costumes by Lucinda Ballard. 
Latter has a score arranged by Mois 
os —- ge by Johann 

rauss, book and choreography b 
Mikhail Mordkin, scenery’ a om 
tumes by Lee Simonson. Among the 
dancers who appeared to advantage 
on the opening bill were Patricia 
Bowman, Karen Conrad, Nina Stro- 
ganova, William Dollar, Eugene Lor- 
ing, Leon Danielian, Dimitri Ro- 
manoff, Yurek Shabelevski, Peter 
Michael and Edward Caton. 

Hobe. 


N. Y. Chain Store Bill 
Still Includes Theatres 


Albany, Jan. 16. 

Bennett chain store tax bill, re- 
introduced after being killed in com- 
mittee last year, still includes thea- 
tres among the places classified un- 
der the term ‘store’ as used in meas- 
ure. Assemblyman Bennett says it 
will not affect theatres though 
wordage indicates otherwise. 

Annual levies are from $50 on 
each ‘store’ in excess of two and not 
more than five, to $1,000 for each 
‘store’ in excess of 25. 











actions. Not enough agencies are 
outside the code to engineer a buy 
now. There is an indication, how- 
ever, that buys may be permitted 
later under certain conditions and 
restrictions since some showmen in- 
sist that such deals would have pro- 
longed the engagements of attrac- 
tions which have been forced off. 

Supposed plan of a number of 
managers of independent theatres to 
withdraw from the League and form 
their own unit has gone up in thin 
air also, for the present at least. 
One of the showmen mentioned as 
subscribing to that idea declared 
j}he had no _ such intention, never 
'talked it over with the others named 
'and doubted whether they had se- 
riously considered such a move. 
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N. Y. Daily Starts June 1 


That much-talked-of new evening | 
tab daily for New York will begin 
publication around June 1, Ralph 
McAllister Ingersoll, prez of Publica- 
tions Research, Inc., sponsor of the, 
proposed paper, has announced for- 
mally. 

Still without a name, the new pa- 
per will be wholly different from’ 
anything now known, according to 
Ingersoll. Somewhat smaller in. 
size than the present tabs, the new | 
daily will be fashioned after the 
news mags, notably Time, of which} 
Ingersoll was v.p. and general man-' 
ager until recently. News will be de- 
partmentalized, with the front page 
an index of the paper’s content. 
About half the matter will be pic- 
torial. 

No ads will be taken, at least at 
the start, but advertising matter 
will be handled as news when it 





the first written on sound-and-film ‘half a cent i j 

, ' | ury, died ® - 
Reprint will have an introduction by bridge, Mass. a pene oe 
Charles G, Clarke on the historical , William August Endres, 47, chief 
background of the subject. Although copy reader for the N. Y. Staats- 


| 
t 
| 
containing only 18 pages, volume js! Zeitung und Herold, Gerealine | 





Bills Next Week. 
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priced at $4. ‘| guage daily, died Jan. 10 at his home | 
‘in N.Y, 


_----— 





Satevepost Bioff Tale Betty Nylander 


Florabelle Muir has the tead arti- | 
cle in Jan, 27 issue of Satevepost, | J ee 
a once-over lightly for Willie Bioff,! Hendrik Willem Van Loon ex- 
Coast labor leader, who is jammed up , hibiting his brush work. 
with the Government and state of; Vera Brittain due in 
Illinois. (Wednesday) from England. 
‘ P F P | Lloyd Gladfelter, Journal, elected 
Yarn carries title ‘All Righ -! : an : 
essen, Be We tek tes ar — of the Milwaukee Press 
: . , Club. 
Frank Gervasi, Collier’s war cor- 
NEW PERIODICALS respondent, sailed to foreign assign- | 
Key te Contemporary Affairs, ment. 
monthly mag on the international; arth ; 
E . | Martha Gellhorn in N. Y. after 
scene, Published in New York by covering the Russo-Finnish front for | 
Contemporary Affairs, Collier's. | 


Good Healthkeeping, bi-monthly | George Snell’s fourth book, ‘The | 
mag being prepared by Joe Bonomo Barbarians,’ accepted by Caxton | 
Publications to preem in the spring. Publishers of Idaho. 


David A. Balch, formerly of the Wallace Brockway and Herbert 


today 














merits. The paper will sell for a 
nickel. 
George Lyon, formerly of the 


Scripps-Howard papers, will be man- 


aging editor, and William Baum- | | 
rucker, Jr., of the N. Y. Daily News,' combo Western story and whodunit Of the opera. | 


business manager. Donald F. Stew- 
art is treasurer. 


Company, which is capitalized at 


$1,500,000, has among its  stock- | 
holders Chester Bowles, prez of 
Benton & MBowles, advertising 


agency; Mrs. Marshall Field, Mrs. 
Louis Gimbel, Dorothy Thompson, 
George Huntington Hartford, John 
Hay Whitney, Philip K. Wrigley and 
Lessing J. Rosenwald. 

Two other papers to change hands 
in the past week are the Topeka 
(Kan.) State Journal, and the John- 
son City (Tenn.) Press and Chronicle. 
Topeka State Journal, only afternoon 
paper in that city, has been acquired 
by Oscar S. Stauffer from Henry J. 
Allen, Arthur J. Carruth, Jr., and 
William P. Snyder. Allen, also the 
paper’s editor, is quitting his post, 
but Carruth, who has been managing 
editor, will stay on. 

New owners of the Johnson City 
Press and Chronicle are Carl A. 
Jones and his son, Carl A. Jones, Jr. 
Former owner was C. J. Harkrader. 





Schroth Gets B’klyn Eagle 


Expected opposition to the sale for 
$350,000 of the 99-year old Brooklyn 
(N. Y.) Daily Eagle to present pub- 
lisher Frank D. Schroth failed to 
materialize Monday (15) in federal 
court, Brooklyn, and Official Referee 
Wilmot L. Morehouse ordered the 
only bid accepted. Schroth’s bid for 
the assets of the paper, subject to a 
lien on the machinery and equip- 
ment, also included an offer to pay 
$133,000 as operating costs of the 
paper since it entered the court's 
jurisdiction last April. 

Before the bid was accepted, 
Charles E. Murphy, attorney for the 
F.D.S. Corp., Schroth’s corporate out- 
fit, stated the new firm would take 
no action to cancel or otherwise 
change a contract with the News- 
paper Guild of New York which ex- 
Pires Saturday (27). A status quo 
clause continues the terms of the 
contract until a new agreement is 
reached. 

Associated with Schroth in the 
purchase was I. W. Killam, repre- 
sentative of the Mersey Paper Co. of 
Canada. 





Louella Parsons’ New INS Pact 

New three-year pact as motion pic- 
ture editor of the International News 
Service was signed in Chicago last 
week by Louella Parsons. Contract 
was signatured backstage of the Chi- 
Cago theatre, where Miss Parsons is 


appearing with a unit of Hollywood | 


Players. 

- Pact calls for Miss Parsons to con- 
tinue her daily and Sunday Holly- 
wood columns plus ‘exclusive’ stories 
of filmdom. She has been film-col- 
umning since 1913 when she became 
the first picture columnist in the 
U. S. 





Canada OK’s Look Re-Eniry 


Canada, relinquishing its ban on a 
number of American publications 
blacklisted for various reasons, this 
week permitted re-entry of Look, the 
Pic mag. 

Ban on Look had been clamped 
down last October under a section of 
the customs act dealing with im- 
moral Or objectionable literature. 
Objections to other American publi- 
cations have been on grounds of sub- 
versive influence. 

Reprint 1894 Pic Article 

An important addition to action 
Picture lore is to be made available 
shortly when Dawson's Book Shop 
of Los Angeles reprints in a limited 
€dition the article which originally 
appeared in the old Century Maga- 
zine in 1894 under the title of ‘Edi- 
son’s Invention of the Kineto-Pho- 
nograph.’ 

Written by W. K. L. and Antonia 
Dickson, the piece is believed to be 


Macfadden pubs, is editing. |Weinstock pacted by Simon & | 
Big Double Feature Magazine, Schuster for a socio-historical study 





pub, added to the Eltinge Warner; Charles M. Kinsolving, formerly 
|string of periodicals. Fanny Ells- , With the editorial department of the 
‘worth is editing. | Publication Corp., has joined This 


| Air Youth Horizons, new monthly | Week Magazine. 
‘' pub for air-minded juves, to be : 

published in New York Ernest keeping mag for the past year, is 
'Gamache is the editor. /out. Herb Mayes is returning to the 
| 'job he formerly held. 


| LITERATI OBITUARIES wo, Dix eerie, peieitins of 
Walter W. Blackman, 65, political | OP! Newspapers in Ravenna, Woo- 


cartoonist on the Birmingham (Ala.) | Ste? and Kent, have purchased the 

















| Kashido Okada 


|W & J Brown 


Mabel Search, m.e. of Good House- | 


Nita Raymond 


Dance Darlings 
Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Dick Smith 


Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 
Ray Englert Ore 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon 





Mme, Bonaffon 


SYRACUSE 


Andy’s 
Joun Tatoure 
Abel Barbuto 
Raeburn Twins 
Al Mack 
Club Candee 


Sherman Bros & T 
Irving Jacobs 
Barry Houston 
Alice Worth 
Betty Smythe 
Howard Mahan Jr 
Ardis Mae 

Clab Miami 
Serenaders Ore 
Larry Layton 
Eddie Van 
Book-Cadillac Hotel 

(Book Casino) 
Jack Meyers Ore 
Kendall Williams 
Sammy Jarvis 
Edith Dustman 
Dot Franey 
Iccolettes (4) 

(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz Orc 


Bowery 
2 Cerillo Bros 
Al Samuels Trio 
Duquenes 
Jean Daniels 
Jitterbugs 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 


Blue Lantern 
Don Washburn 
Bill Brooks 
De Roy Gis (5) 
Temple & Marie 
Lee Waliers Ore 
‘Curly’ Baldwin 
Commodore Club 
Armando & Lita 
Bee Sarche 
Texas Tommy 
Glamour Girls (6) 





' Larry Vincent 
| Libby Langford 
|! Hark Thomas Ore 


Corktown Tavern 





of | 


Pgtyoee “a oe — tor gg eg vig son Rete managing 
| in Cleveland. e€ was a pioneer : eee = 
jin the drawing of animated film or god Aig Ponca iv oral Gazette 
| cartoons, tiser, to succeed 
| Robert E. Segal, resigned. 
: Ernest E. Baker, 76, former pub- Edwin F. Skillman has quit New 
lisher of the Veedersburg (Ind.) | yor. for Pittsburgh to be assistant 
| News, died in that city, Dec. 22. 4 the publisher of The Bulletin In- 
Irving Squire, retired New York dex, that city’s weekly news mag. 
publisher, died Jan. 2 in Old Green-| Sydney A. Clark returned to New 
| wich, Conn. Formerly a member of ' york on the Argentina from a South 
| Spencer & Cooley, publishers in To- American trip spent gathering ma- 
ledo, and later in New York, he also erial for a book on that continent 
published ‘The American Encyclo- | : j 
pedia of Music.’ | After «a — 7 ae pial 
: ; paper work, Ernest L. Heitkamp has 
| Hembert Welfe, 54, English poet | become editor of The Cherry Circle, | 
| and playwright, died suddenly Fri- ‘monthly mag published in the Windy | 
| day (5) in London. He was also the : City . 
| author of a volume on literary criti- Joseph Wharton Lippincott, Jr 
‘bores a : named to the board of directors of 
|_ Carlton S. Roe, 75, editor of the | the book-publishing firm bearing his 
| Bryan (O.) Press for 50 years, died} name, His father is the company’s 
| Jan. 8 from a heart attack. He had’ prez. 
| purchased the Press in 1889. Widow, Oscar Levant’s book, ‘A Smatter- 
| a son and daughter survive. ‘ing of Ignorance,’ already in a third 
| Stanislaus J. Zowski, 59. publisher printing although it has only just 
;of the Kuryer Polski, Milwaukee | been released. 
‘Polish language newspaper, died | Oliver Carlson, co-author 
| Jan. 11-in Charleston, S.C. He had , ‘Hearst, Lord of San Simeon,’ drew a 
‘been advisor to President Wilson on | $5,000-a-year job as press relations 
| the Polish provisions of the treaty secretary to Governor Olson of Cali- 
of Versailles. | fornia. 
| Ellin Craven Learned, newspaper. | Mrs. Raymond Ives, fashion editor 
'mag and book writer, died peg > in Of Vogue, and Mrs. George Palen 


|New York. A former special writer Snow, editor of Harpers Bazaar, 
‘for Hearst papers, she also con- sailed to attend Paris fashion sill 
| , : rades. 


|tribbed to the old Delineator and 

| Ladies World and was a one-time 

|}editor of the Girls Friendly Maga- : : 

zine. She also had a number of weeks’ vacash to assume his new | 

| booke published duties as editor of the Louisville 

| > < (Ky.) Courier-Journal. 
Fernand J. J. Merck, 52, writer; + 


; ; -.,| Mrs. Sigourney Thayer, formerly 
and newspaper correspondent, died ', Rais: coal cae ; 
| Jan. 9 in New York. He was a New Madame Flutterby’ of the old N.Y. 


York News correspondent for a Evening Journal, sailed on the Santa 


‘number of Belgian and French Rosa to gather material for a series 
| papers, and had also served the | ° stories wer Venezuela. 

'Havas News Agency in the U. S.| Joe Harrington, who not so long 
| From 1930 to 1934 he was editor of ago was doing rewrite on the N. Y. 


Le Messager de New York, a French- ge pena a seh 0 as much 
language mag.. as $1,500 per for his short stories 


" : from the national weeklies. 
| F. J. Plym, 70, publisher of the Dorothy Park Clark and _ Isabel 
Niles (Mich.) Daily Star, died Jan. 


(12 in that city. McLennan McMeekin combining 


| Herbert Agar, the book writer- 
newspaperman, has concluded a six~ | 


| Nub 


their last names as Clark McMeekin | 


Billy & Kit Carroll 
Four Rouletties 
Orlando 

Kilen Way 


| Dick Haviland 


Eddie Bratton Ore 
Frontenac 


Karyl Norman 
Billy Joy 
Frances Stillman 
Bell & Davis 

| Don Wise 

Billy Brill 

Del Le Roy 


Dot Kay Ore 


Club Imperial 
Wilkie Mason 
Ralph Gilbert 
Jack Steiner 


Margie Mansell 
Jackie Starr 
Gene Arnold 


Cleo Renee 


| Jeanne Russell 


| Del Gray Gis (3) 
{Sid Ward 
Brown Ore 


London Chop House 
| Jolly. Frairs Ore 
Jo Ann Maylin 
Sammy Duka 
Havenero 4 

Pura Reyes 

Carlos Espino 
Edward Schultz 


| 

May fair 
John & R_ Burns 
| Ash & Lois Ashton 
George Geddis 
Sriitty 

Phil Olsen Ore 











|; Glen Garr Ore 


| Song 


Riviera 
Billy Mitlier Ore 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Shirley Heller 
Doc Marcus 
Jackie Heller 
Jack Jenkins 
M Kreitlow Gis (6) 
Sky-Vue 
Mariy Gregor Orc 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hall 
Michele Bertoia 


Jerry Spencer 
Ruth Clark 
White 


Village 


Velma 


Greenwich 
lee Tucker 
Barbara Shepard 
Ada Louise 

Rosemary Kenny 
Little Joe Little 
Anton Cotton Ore 


Hotel Syracuse 








Val Setz 
Londonaires 
Terry Lawler 


Hotel Statler 
Richard Rone Ore 
Frances Ernst 
Sam t'ostelle 


Jack & hkaldie’s 


Lillian Robertson 
Sette Evans 
Joan Dal 

Ann Starr 
Sammy Lippman 
Ariene Rice Ore 


Duke Fredericks 
Sid Jacobs 
Roberta Green 
Sammy Burke 
Hy Barron 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Lane, Edward, A 
Dorothy LaMarr 
Eddie Barnes 
Pearl Magley Line 
Gourmet Club 
B Robinsen Ore 
Bill Lockman 
Hanna Grille 
Mona Marli 
Lenny Colyer 
Evelyn Dietz 
Pete Zuma 
Hotel Allerton 
Pat Ryan 
Al Lerner 
Hotel Cleveland 
Herbie Kay 
Jean Webb 
King Harvey 
Fuzzy Combs 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
flotel Hollenden 


Bob Millar Ore 
Stapletons 


Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Pita White 
Harold Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Ted, Mary Faft 
Jeanne Stewurt 
Claude Hosxiand O 
Southern Tavern 
Emil Velazeo 
Helene Grzy 
Famous Door 
Virginia Ference 
Jack Elliott 


Beebe Sherman 
Major Abel 











Siylists 


| Prison Ina 


| King & Kitty 
' Rianes 


DETROIT 


Morocco 
Jay Jason 
Trudy Chandler 
Nichols & Haley 
Anita James 
Freda Lazier 
Earl Bammell Orc 
Nebiolo’s 
Pancho Roche 
Lola Roche 
Quico & Nina 
Di Giovanni 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Lois Cornwall 
Martin & Marvel 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Gus Howard 


Oasis 
Harvey Sione 
Ethel Shepherd 
Hoffman Sis 
Sammy Stern Ore 

Paim Beach . 
Madame Eske 
Lee Noble 
6 P Magley Dan'rs 
Monnie Drake 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Ore 

Powatan 
Terry & Walker 
Ted Leary 
Ruth Craven 





} Lew Fidler Ore 


Redford Ina 
Don Miller Ore 
Vocalians 

Club Royale 
Liliiam Carmen 
Paul Wincell 


Dolly Arden 
Burns & White 
Chet Everhardt 
Pression Lambert 
Rovalettes 


Saks 
Barry, Prince & C 
Harriet Cross 
St Clair & Durand 
Pol Mars (6) 
George Kavanagh O 
San Diego 
Meyer & St. John 
Mildred White 
Eleanor Kole 
Coquettes (6) 
George VDresnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Ore 


Clyde Lucas 
Lynn Lucas 
Verne’s 
3uddy Lake 
‘Honevchile’ 
3 Smart Girls 
Joan Hope 
Joe Madden 
Verneties 





Lee Goreon Ore 


} 

| Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Koom) 
Charles Aulkd Trio 


Bill Reguls 


Roger Hoffman 


MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 


Coliseum 
Jack Kane's Orc 
Commodore 
K Davenport Or () 
Arthur Murray Dan 


Curcly’s 


William L. Ostrum, 78, former to go down on their collaborative 
publisher of the Olean (‘(N. Y.) novel to be published soon. 
Evening Herald, died Jan. 12 in that’ Fact that Canada is at war isn't 
city. Buying a half-interest in the | interfering with John Buchan, the | 
paper in 1893, he acquired full novelist, from completing his auto- 
ownership in 1915. He retired in biog. Buchan is also Lord Tweeds- 
1925. muir, Canada’s Governor General. 
| William W. Major, 53, former city Mary Dougherty, former women’s 
‘editor of a number of Chicago, editor of the New York Journal- 
| papers, died Jan. 14 in that city.; American, now heads her own syn- 


dicate for women _ features, the) 
Dougherty Syndicate, Inc., in N. Y. 
Eileen M. Borwell, feature editor | 
and music critic of the Johannesburg : 
(South Africa) Daily Mail and Sun- ' 
day Times, arrived in New York on 
the City of New York for opera au- | 
ditions. | 
Lesley Kuhn, who's been covering | 
Broadway for various  foreign- | 
language papers, preparing to pub- | 
lish the International Amusement | 
Guide, in association with Andrew 
L. Swan. | 
Fifty - two - year - old Alabama 
(Montgomery, Ala.) Journal has} 
changed hands, having been ac-. 
quired by Col. James Hammond and | 
Nicholas Peay from Frederick I. ! 
Thompson. 
Members of the American Book- | 
sellers Assn. have begun balloting | 
for their favorite books of the year, 
| John D. Merrill, 75, political edi- with Harry Hansen, book critic of 
tor of the Boston Globe, with which the N.Y. World-Telegram, to an- 
paper he had been associated for nounce the selections on Feb. 13. 


Major, who retired in 1935, served 
‘at various times as city editor of 
the Chicago Evening American, 
' Journal and Times. 
| Mrs. Jessie Dalton Potter, 48, 
American writer, living abroad the 
| past few years, died last week in Ge- 
neva, Switzerland, according to word 
| received in Madison. Wis., where she 
‘formerly made her :iome. Mrs. Pot- 
ter wrote on international affairs for 
-a number of American newspapers 
; and mags. 
| Franklin McDuffee, 41, prominent 
| poet and English prof at Dartmouth 
, college, was found dead Jan. 9 in the 
‘garage of his home at Hanover, N. 
H., a victim of carbon monoxide. 
| Death was called a suicide. His best- 
; known poetic work, ‘Michael Angelo,’ 
won the Newdigate Prize. He was 
one of a very few Americans to cap- 
ture the award. 


‘arn 


I. McNabb Ore (4) 
Jimmy Heger 
Pearl Fern & Co 
Fiving Buddies 
Thelua Shiricy 
Gill Robson 


Happy Hoeur 
Gordie Bowen © (8) 
Madelyn Joyce 
Johuny Dean 
Pearson Bros 
Read’ Carter 

Iounge Pierre 


Skeets Morris 


Marigold 


| Cec Hurst Ore (12) 


| 


| Minnesota 


| Alice 
}A Murray 


Midway Gardens 
F Bow Bill's Or ¢6) 
Terrace 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Dufftins 
Dawn 


Monie Cuthbert 


President 


' Al Wehte Ore (5) 
| Tom Allen 


| 
; 


'O Bellman Ore 


M Prager Orc! 


Sheldon Gray 

Joy Kennett 

Tiny Crawford 
Silver Tray 

(5) 
St. Paul Hotel 

Hwd ‘Playboys’ 
Terrace Cafe 

Ted Travers Ore 

Irene Dunne 

Lou'se Raymond 

Stuarts 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Dawn & Darrow 
Kwan Bros 
Wm E} Cote 


| Myron Ryan 


Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 
Avaion 

George Everett Ha» 
‘Thelma Sloan 

Airway Club 
Troy Singer Orc 
Judy Black 


|; Duke 


| 
| 
| 


Cedar Gardens 
Melvin Ore 
Nan Snow 
Joe Smothers 
Grant Pace 
Moe and Eo 
Chateau 
Chick Chaiken (©.; 
Joe Reeves 
Elaine George 
Kate Travis 
Texas Rockets 
College tan 
Normen Brill Or: 


Danny Demetry Ore | 


(4) 4 


Exchanges 


Continued from page 23 








| with vaudeville last half of week. 
on fine agaa is second and third-run film 
ouse. 





From Mgr. to Critic 


San Antonio, Jan. 16. 
Boyd Sinclair, assistant manager 
of the Capitol, Austin, has resigned 
to become motion picture critic of 
the Austin American Statesman, 





Pitt Variety Club Gets Classy 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 

Tent No. 1 of Variety Club here 
will have by middle of next month 
finest headquarters anywhere over 
the circuit of showmen’s eorganiza- 
tion. Group stays at same _ hotel, 
William Penn, but is moving up a 
| floor and taking over an entire wing, 
| which is now being remodeled and 
redecorated at a cost of nearly 
$20,000. There'll be eight different 
rooms, topped by a lounge 40-feet 
deep and surrounded by circular bar 
covering one entire end. Job’s in 
charge of Victor Rigamount, theatre 
architect, under supervision of C. J. 
Latta, newly-elected chief barker. 
| Work will be finished by Feb. 15, 
| at which time club expects to stage 
'a series of nightly housewarmings. 


James McHugh has resigned as 
manager of WB’s Plaza theatre and 
| post goes to David Wald, an assist- 
'ant. Perry Nathan, formerly with 
| American Poster Display Corp., has 
joined National Screen Service and 
is presently covering that outfit’s 
new Advertising Accessories, Inc., 
| setup in this territory. Headquarters 
‘have been established at Par ex- 
| change. 

Mrs. Lucy H. Love, of Johnstown, 
j has been named secretary of Penn- 
| sylvania state board of film censors 
;by Governor Arthur H. James. 
| Post, formerly held by Mrs. Hester 
|'M. Fye of Waynesburg, has been 




















' vacant for past six months. It pays 
an annual salary of $4,500. 
Bud Silverman Elevated 


Rochester, Jan. 16. 
| Bud Silverman, district manager 
of Schine Ohio houses, becomes city 
'manager in charge of 10 Rochester 
| houses and theatres in East Roches- 
ter and Fairport, succeeding Louis 


Levitch, who will manage the 
Riviera. Gene Curtis, advertising 


director and manager of the Riviera, 
goes to Syracuse as manager of the 
Paramount. Bob Meagher, his as- 
sistant, takes over advertising duties, 

Silverman has headquarters in the 
Madison theatre with Bill Brimmer 
as house manager. Buddy Freeman 
| moves from the State to the Dixie, 
Wally Folkins switching to the State, 


Saturday night vaude dropped at 
| the Madison, goes into the Monroe 


Dancers | 


|Saturday (20) and continues at 
; Cameo, bicycling across the city. 
| Lake theatre, Schine house, is 


slated to relight Jan. 26, following 
'repairs necessitated by $5,000 blaze 
|which destroyed stage and screen. 
| Entire house being redecorated due 


| to smoke damage. 


' 





| 


| 

Queens House Opens 

| Forest Hills, L. 1, Jan. 16. 
The Trylon Theatre has opened 
_ here on Queens Boulevard. Spot's 
'jnitial bow was minus lavish cere- 
monies, 

| Outside of theatre borrows the 
architectural theme of the World's 
Fair. 





a ok 





oars 


a 
= 


Mme ws 


it Se 0 cA ea ore 
9 es 


SORA EE RE OO 


arena 
Spee eee 


Te, 


a eee a 
2 eee 


ores 














a 




















54 


VARIETY 





CHATTER 











Broadway 


Colby Harriman in town. 

am Epstin is the pappy of a baby 
girl. 

Georgie Price to Miami Beach this 
week. 

Louise Baer birthdayed her spouse, 
Bugs. 

Lon Chaney, Jr., reached town by 
plane. 

Harry Davies off to Miami on va- 
cation. 

Brock Pemberton underwent minor 
op on his face. 

Frank O. Miller better after ses- 
sion in hospital. 

Barney Balaban going to Florida 
in a week or two. 

William Dieterle in from the Coast 
for a two-week stay. 

Sandra Gould to Miami to recup- 
erate from pneumonia. 

Bill McBride re-elected director of 
New York Athletic Club. 

Harry Rubin on the mend follow- 
ing a long siege of illness. 

Al Greenfield broke mitt on an in- 
sulter. Led with the right. 

Endre De Toth, young Hungarian 
film director, arrived last week. 

Evelyn Nesbit in Nassau_ hospital, 
Mineola, L. I., for an operation. 

Margaret Perry back to her Idaho 
ranch after a month in New York. 

Andre Burdino, member of the 
Chicago Opera Co., sailed for Italy. 

John Hamrick, of Hamrick-Ever- 
green circuit in the northwest, in 
town. 

George L. (Lefty) Miller again 
offering Yiddish shows in weekends 
' at Brighton Beach. 

New York Film Board of Trade 
installs its recently elected officers 
today (Wednesday). 

Lionel Newman, 22-year-old bro- 
ther of Bobby, conducting ‘Vanities’ 
orchestra at St. James. 

Gene Geiger, ex-Broadway nitery 
proprietor, now hosting at the Car- 
rousel, new Miami Beach spot. 

Fred Spooner p.a. for “Two For the 
Show’; Henry Senber replacing as 
agent for ‘Mamba’s Daughters.’ 

Nate Goldstein, who was in town 
contacting Paramount executives, 
has returned to Springfield, Mass. 

A. O. (Bert) Brown, prez of 
Percy Williams Home, celebrated 
67th birthday and still going strong. 

Otto Diehl, electrician for ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ to Coast 
to light the Alex Woollcott company. 

Harry Sherman’s daughter, Naomi, 
recuperating at the Bronx hospital 
following an appendicitis operation. 

Bess Lebowitz wed to Albert 
Kaplan. Bride is secretary to Phil 
nn Warner Bros. h.o. execu- 

ive, 

Lon Chaney, Jr., who was in ‘Of 
Mice and Men,’ in town for a:vaca- 
tion and a couple of radio appear- 
ances. 

Frank Seltzer, Hal Roach Coast 

ublicity and exploitation chief, in 

own preparing for ‘Mice and Men’ 
preem. 





Bert Gold, former film critic on 
Long Island papers, has been ap- 
ointed manager of the 55th St. Play- 


of the 
Music Corp. of America publicity - 


ouse, arty. 
Paulyna O’Brien, former] 


partment, now secretary to 
Crosby’s band. 


Dave Chasen came in from Coast 
to make deal with TWA to provision 


genes eastbound from Hollywood 
e ducked back. 


John Twist, Hollywood writer, ex- 
pects to be in New York about a 
month doing the screen treatment of 


‘The American Way’ for RKO. 


John Cromwell, director of film, 
*Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ trained in 
Will attend press pre- 


Monday (15). 

view in Washington Monday (22). 
Herman G. Weinberg, former pub- 

licity chief on ‘Harvest,’ has resigned 

connections with French Cinema 

— which distributed the French 
m. 


Jim MacFarland, who has a farm 


in Jersey, lost another cow, the 
animal getting itself electrocuted by 
getting mixed up with a milking 
machine. 

Ben Marden back to Broadway, 
preceding his new Chester Hale 
revue to Havana, where he, Jack 
Arkin and Sam Salvin operate the 
Casino Nacional. 

Mickey Rooney, Ben Bernie, Ar- 
line Judge and Nick Kenny a golf 
foursome in Miami, in between Ber- 
nie flying back to New York for his 
Sunday broadcasts, 

Four thoroughbreds from the Earl 
of Derby’s stables in England ar- 
rived for Louis B. Mayer on the 
Britannic last week. Nags will be 
shipped to the Coast. 

J. P. Marquand, author of the ‘Mr. 
Moto’ film series and other mystery 
stories, visiting New York. He’s 
working at his Boston home on a 
novel to be ready shortly. 

Eddie Nugent injured his knee 
painfully last week in an auto acci- 
dent near his Redding Ridge (Conn.) 
home, but played every performance 
in ‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi. 

Paula Seligman, for years with 
Paramount’s story dept. at the h.o., 
is working on a temporary assign- 
ment with a writer who’s on from 
Hollywood secretly preparing 
script. 

Douglas Goldenberg, Metro’s man- 


a 


ager in British West Indies, recuper- 
ating after a two-week siege in 
Mount Sinai hospital. Bedded by a 
flareup of malaria suffered several 
years ago. : 

Ferenc Molnar, Hungarian play- 
wright, arrived from Europe to lec- 
ture at Columbia University. He was 
met by Gilbert Miller, who will read 
his play, ‘...Or Not To Be,’ recently 
completed. . 

Cliff Reid, RKO associate pro- 
ducer, who had been vacationing in 
New York over the holidays, trained 
to the Coast Friday (12). Eddie 
Knopf, scenario ed for Sam Gold- 
wyn, likewise. 

Norman Moray, Warner _ Bros. 
shorts department chief, vacationing 
in Florida until the end of January. 
Will return to N. Y. for a few weeks 
before training for the Coast to re- 
organize the department. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Henry Herbel, Warner district 
manager, a visitor. 

Alexander Woollcott in one-night 
lecture stand at Lyceum. 

Al Menke orchestra into Marigold 
dance hall for one-nighter. 

World’s Fair Museum ending two 
months’ engagement in loop. 

Jay Haas, Paramount homeoffice 
ad sales’ supervisor, in town. 

Nickey Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager, visiting Des Moines’ branch. 
U. of Minnesota Playhouse offer- 
ing ‘Susan and God’ for first time 
here. 

Esther Singer, of 20th-Fox office 
staff, recovering from minor opera- 
tion. 

‘Gone With Wind’ goes into Or- 
pheum Feb. 2 with three perform- 
ances a day. 

Roy O’Connell, Warner Bros, zone 
theatre manager at Lancaster, Pa., 
here to visit ill mother. 

Marvin Wolfish, from Detroit, is 
new RKO booker, succeeding Dave 
Kimmel, transferred to Chicago. 
Orpheum bookings include Orrin 
Tucker, Horace Heidt, Martha Raye, 
Dead End Kids and Wayne King. 
Jack Johnson, ex - heavyweight 
fight champ, a World’s Fair Museum 
attraction, 
monia in local hospital. 

Lyceum has Glenda Farrell and 
Alan Dinehart in ‘Thanks for My 
Wife’ and Maurice Evans in ‘Hamlet’ 
underlined for Jan. 25-27 and Feb. 6 
and 7, respectively. 

Local midnight show arranged by 
Cedric Adams, Star-Journal column- 
ist, and Manager Bill Sears ai Or- 
pheum netted $1,467 at 50c a throw, 
with Tommy Dorsey, Bob Zurke, 
Ranny Weeks and Col. Manny 
Prager, among others, contributing 
services. Many turned away. Show 
benefited recent fire sufferers. 


Bioff 


Continued from page 3 


IATSE, and $1,375 in dividends from 
domestic and foreign corporations, 


While the ‘other income’ alleged 
by the Government to have been re- 
ceived by Bioff in 1936 and 1937 is 
not listed, officials indicated that it 
included the $100,000 which Willie 
received from Joseph M. Schenck 
shortly after settlement of the 1937 
studio strike. Bioff told a Sacra- 
mento County Grand Judy that the 
$100,000 was a loan and that it had 
been repaid. The other income is 
said to have been received from 
stock manipulations after a pool had 
been set up for him.  Bioff has 
openly boasted that he made as 
much as $3,500 a day from the stock 
while he was engaged in negotiating 
wage deals for members of the 
IATSE. 


Almost simultaneously with Bioff’s 
indictment, the county prosecutor at 
Port Townsend, Wash., announced 
that he was ‘seriously considering’ 
reopening a manslaughter’ case 
against the IATSE representative. 
He stated Bioff was arrested in Oct., 
1938, after an automobile he was 
driving had fatally injured a pedes- 
trian. He said the charges were 
dropped at the time, although it was 
testified that Bioff’s car had skidded 
204 feet. 


Fight Move to Chicago 


Plainly worried by the federal in- 
come tax rap, Bioff is doing little 
talking. He spends most of his time 
in consultation with attorneys. His 
legal advisers indicated they would 
appeal to the courts in an effort to 
prevent his extradition to Chicago 
if the Government waives its juris- 
diction in favor of Illinois. 


Leaders in the rank and file of the 
IATSE are demanding that Bioff 
sever all connections with the or- 
ganization. They claim his recent 
move in demanding a 10% wage tilt 
has thrown hundreds of men out of 
work and that conditions are far 
worse than before he threatened a 
rgeneral strike to get the inerease. > 























recovering from pneu-|t 


Paris 


By Joseph C. Ravotto 





Soldiers on leave admitted free to 
Sunday morning shows at Balzac. 
Sacha Guitry started series of 
radio broadcasts of famous French 
people. 

Mistinguett made her return to 
music-hall stage at Etoile Palace in 
skit, ‘Paris Reste Paris.’ , 
Recordings of Maurice Chevalier’s 
latest two song hits being sold for 
benefit of front line soldiers. 
Jean Renoir to Rome to meg ‘La 
Tosca’ with Viviane Romance. It was 
to have been begun in early Septem- 
ber. 

Serge Lifar off to Australia to join 
75 Covent Gardens dancers who are 
making three-month tour of Down 
Under. 

Comedie Francaise performances 
increased, with one given every 
night except Monday and Thursday 
matinees resumed. ; 
Due to dearth of good French picts, 
crime meller ‘Pieges’ (‘Snares’), with 
Maurice Chevalier, netted 50,000 
francs on the first Sunday matinee. 
Lamoureux and Colonne symphony 
orchestras merged for the duration 
of the war. Forty mobilizations be- 
tween two orchestras forced merger. 
‘L’Homme Qui Cherche la Verite’ 
(The Man Who Seeks the Truth’) 
is the first of four pictures started 
since the outbreak of war to be com- 
pleted. ; 
Administration of French National 
Musical Theatres, unified under sin- 
gle direction some time ago, will 
pass under control of an agent of 
the Ministry of Finance, according 
to a recent decree. 

The Alcazar, once the scene of 
Paris’ most spectacular nudist shows, 
is going conservative, following in 
the footsteps of the Casino de Paris 
and the ‘Folies Bergeres.’ Henri 
Varna, director of the Casino, has 
taken over the Alcazar, for a new 
revue ‘Beautes de Femmes.’ 





London 


Havelock Ellis left $28,000. 

Carroll Gibbons band back to the 
Savoy hotel. es 
Beryl Orde, stage and radio mimic, 
married to bandleader Cyril Staple- 





on, 

Brother of Boris Karloff, Sir John 
Pratt, is attached to the Ministry of 
Information. 

Nervo and Knox, part of the 
‘Crazy’ gang, celebrating their 21 
years’ partnership. 

Jack Davies lining up new revue 
in which he will feature new acts. 
Hence the title, ‘New Faces.’ 

Walter Wanger said to have cabled 
offer to Naunton Wayne for Holly- 
wood picture which Alfred Hitch- 
cock is to direct. Wayne turned it 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Ian Keith has returned to U. S. 
after legit run. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) drew nice 
kiddie biz during Xmas in Sydney. 

First of the British propaganda 
pix, ‘The Lion Has Wings’ (UA), is a 
smash hit here, 

Will Mahoney is playing added 
time in Melbourne for Tivoli The- 
atres. Wife, Evie Hayes, is also play- 
ing extra dates there. 

Stuart F. Doyle says he will not 
take another delve into pic biz until 


war clouds _ brighten. Declares 
there’s more coin to be made in radio 
nowadays. 


Will Quintrell has replaced Jan 
Rubini as orchestra leader at Regent, 
Sydney, for Hoyts. Quintrell ba- 
toned at the old Tivoli, Sydney, dur- 
ing imported vaude’s heyday. 

Carnival run by the pic industry 
for war funds netted $40,000 in one 
day in Sydney. Other carnivals will 
be spotted from time to _ time 
throughout Australia by the _ in- 


dustry. 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col) followed the 
‘Bachelor 


record 10-week run of 
Mother’ (RKO) at Plaza, Sydney. 
‘Boy’ washed up the Columbia con- 
tract with Hoyts, product’ then 
switching to Greater Union on a deal 
made in N. Y. by Norman B. Rydge. 
Senator McLeay, Minister of Com- 
merce, stated that copyright fees for 
sales in this sector of ‘Mein Kampf’ 
will be retained until the end of the 
war and will not be paid to Germany 
unless fees due from Germany on 
Australian copyrights are paid at the 
end of hostilities. 





Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 


‘Four Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Mid- 
night’ (Par) clicking. 

Budapest’s first non-stop newsreel 
theatre, playing from 10 a.m. until 
midnight, is going over. 

After being without a variety 

stage for years, Budapest now has 
— transformed from legit thea- 
res. 
_Henri Croziere, author of ‘Dis- 
tinguished Family;’ Frenchy farce 
with music at Andrassy theatre, is 
really Janos Vaszary 








Voice of Gizi Bajor, Hungary’s 


“Helen Hayes, recorded on auto.natic 
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gramophone discs to tell the 2xact 
time to telephone inquirers, 

‘Caesar,’ historical play allegedly 
by Giovacchino Forzano, but gen- 
erally known to be co-author by 
poesia, in rehearsal at the Na- 
tional. 


As a sign of political approach, | fl 


Jugoslavia for the first time permits 


import of Hungarian pictures. First | q 


to cross the border, with much suc- 
cess, was ‘Hotel Springtime.’ 

Storm has broken out over Hunnia 
Film Studio’s activities as a dis- 
tributing agency. Trade ‘_ <4 say 
Hunnia’s studios can only ob- 
tained by producers who hand over 
distribution of pix to them. 

National Theatre preparing Shake- 
speare cycle for Spring season. To 
‘Macbeth,’ recently revived, will be 
added revivals of ‘Hamlet,’ ‘Romeo 
and Juliet,’ ‘Timon of Athens’ and 
‘All’s Well That Ends Well.’ 

Bela Mihalyfty, president of Film 
Section of Stage Chamber, resigned 
with his entire staff. This will lead 
to complete reorganization not only 
of the Section but probably of the 
whole chamber, whose activities 
have caused much controversy. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Joe Cairns has quit theatre biz to 
open a beauty salon. 


Jackie Heller will rejoin NTG unit 
in Wheeling this weekend (18). 


Earl Mellen band back in town af- 
ter 15-week run at Chi’s O’Henry 
Ballroom. : 


The Havey Boyles in Florida for 
three weeks. Ditto the Al Mercurs, 
but for longer. 


Al Marisco band rounding out its 
10th month at Nixon Cafe and stick- 
ing indefinitely. 

Ann Corio due at Casino late this 
month for her annual visit to George 
Jaffe’s burley spot. 


Tiny Wolfe, ex-Blue Barron bands- 
man, leaving home again shortly to 
join another outfit. 


Bob Crosby auditioned Grace 
Mansfield, model, for vocalist’s berth 
while he was here. 


Singer Brian MacDonald boxing 
matchmaker this season for Johnny 
Harris’ Duquesne Garden. 


Dave Mercur and Helen Martin 
have announced their engagement. 
Expect to wed this spring. 


Betty Jane Smith, new hoofer with 
Ted Lewis, was an ‘I Married An 
Angel’ chorine last season. 


_ Former Fulton manager John Gor- 
ing has joined 20th-Fox special ex- 
ploitation staff on the Coast. 


Oscar Levant brought his bride, 
former June Gale, home for a day 
last week to meet his mother. 


Barbara Bush’s parents will be 
waiting for her in Florida when she 
oa there with Will Osborne 
orch, 


Original revue, ‘Thank Your Stars,’ 
by Charles B. Gaynor, opens month’s 
run at Pittsburgh Playhouse Jan, 27. 
Gaynor, who did songs, lyrics and 
sketches, is here assisting Frederick 
Burleigh, Playhouse director, in the 
staging. 





Release 


Continued from page 3 














jurisdiction in the event there is a 
releasing commitment based on ap- 
proval of story, budget, financing, 
etc., rather than on viewing of the 
completed picture. 


Release Stymied 

In distribution quapters, it is indi- 
cated, after the manner of asking a 
question, that while it is obvious 
money can be had without any 
trouble, where is the releasing chan- 
nels going to come from except for 
a relatively small number of pro- 
ductions. This point is raised, in 
particular, in view of the frenzied 
amount of planning both east and 
west for filming of pictures inde- 
pendently, the vast majority of 
which would require major release 
under ordinary conditions in order 
to get anywhere. 


The virtual certainty that the 
majors themselves will make fewer 
pictures for the 1940-41 season fur- 
ther reduces the chances of outsid- 
ers getting releases starting this 
coming August, when the ‘'40-41 
product will begin to roll. 


RKO and United Artists have the 
most deals with outsiders on the cur- 
rent (1939-40) schedule, while stu- 
dios with much smaller distributing 
commitments beyond their own stu- 
dio walls are Metro, Twentieth-Fox, 
Columbia and Universal. Paramount 
has no outside deals excepting one, 
made about six months ago, cover- 
ing two Mayflower (Pommer- 
Laughton) pictures which were seen 
before the deal was negotiated. One 
has been released, the other, ‘Side- 
walks of London,’ will go out next 
month. Warner Bros. has no out- 
side deals, but was discussing for re- 
lease and may still close a deal for 
Sam Goldwyn’s ‘Westerner.' 











——. 
—————— 


Hollywood 


Dick Dorso laid up with flu. 


George Topper to sanatorium, 
a Wilson suffered relapse after 





ad Rogers suffered relapse after 


Al Christie in to i 
Pm. wn mulling indie 


Donaid Crisp recoveri 

son oak, - vering from Seb, 
Albert Margolies 

huddles. 


Ann Sothern to hospit 
PR neds pital for appen. 
Jerry Asher 
ag wee. 
ree Stooges east on three- 
perenne a. ——— 
ohn Stumar recoverin 
ee, Ra eg yo » € from ma. 
arles Laughton back f me 
“~ Sany Sout. 
inda Hayes granted di 
Desinte Cormane. or ae 
miley Burnette back fro ~ 
— ——— tour. — 
ecii B. DeMille’s ranch da 
oe _ landslide. ae 

Leo McCarey out of the 
with his arm still in a cast. — 

Moe J. Seigel back at his desk af- 
ter two weeks in New York. 

Robert Buckner touring Texas and 
New Mexico for story material. 

_ Joe E. Brown in plaster cast mend. 
ing fractures of two vertebrae. 

Lou Marin checked off Columbia 
publicity staff after two years, 

Jules Levy changed his name back 
to its original spelling, Levey. 
Meng AD steer med back on the 

ot directing, wi 
the set 8, with a nurse on 
illiam Boyd on vacation after 
completing his 30th Ho - 
sidy film. — 

Una Merkel, recovering from 
pneumonia, unable to work for sev- 
eral weeks. 

Y. Frank Freeman and William 
LeBaron guests of honor at Mas- 
quers dinner. 

George Arliss has written an ac- 
count of his Hollywood experiences 
under the title of ‘My 10 Years in the 
Studios.’ Little, Brown is publishing 
it in April. 


in for studio 


joined Warners pub. 





Detroit 


_ Bob Kelly, of Cleveland's WGAR, 
in town. 


Gus Howard back as m.c. of North- 
wood Inn show. 


Ted Leary, from Hollywood, to 
m.c. at Powatan., P . 


Texas Tommy and his Wonder 
Horse in at the Commodore. 

_ Clyde Lucas followed Xavier Cugat 
in the Statler’s Terrace Room. 

Everett Marshall, at the Bowery, 
to be followed by Henry Armetta. 

Detroit symphony orchestra giving 
Finnish Relief Fund benefit Jan. 21. 

Edward Everett Horton busy with 
te al interviews over WXYZ and 

Ben Young orch into Vanity, fol- 
lowing Frank Gagen, who headed 
south. 

Paul Winchell, ventriloquist, fol- 
lowed Dean Murphy into the Club 
Royale. 

Ed Schultz, iano, has joined Don 
Ramon’s rfhumba outfit at the Lon- 
don Bar. 

Ethel Shutta out after two weeks 
at Commodore for platter dates in 
the east. 

Dorothy Schoemer replaced 
Frances Hall, injured, in the Club 
Royale line. 

Buddy Lester bowed out as spieler 
at Oasis after a month, with Harvey 
Stone taking over. 

Vivian Minnis (ex-Ames and Vivi- 
enne) will wed Detroiter Dick Pratt 
here on Valentine’s Day. 

Irving Lewis, trumpeter, has taken 
over George Kavanagh’s band now 
that latter’s gone into biz. 

Barry, Price and Clark, comedy- 
dance trio, held over for second 
stanza at Saks Show Bar. 

A sandbag falling out of the loft 
seriously injured James Reed, 22, the 
doorman, backstage at the Colonial 
theatre here. 

_ Dot Franey, headliner in the Iceo- 
lite Revue at the Book Casino, took 
a bad spill during an acrobatic 
lesson and a one-show convalescence. 


Chicago 


Jay C. Flippen in for shoe con- 
vention club date. 

Allan Jones battled laryngitis 
throughout stay in Chicago theatre 
last week. 

Jimmy Stanton directing Al 
Borde’s ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 
Swing’ unit. 

Sam Gerson back from New York 
visit to gander new shows for local 
Shubert houses. 

George White sticking pretty close 
to the ‘Scandals’ show, jumping right 
back to town after quick visits to 
New York. . 

Libby Holman flew a party in 
from New York to see Clifton Webb 
doing ‘Man Who Came to Dinner 
at the Harris. f 

Opening of swing version of Gil- 
bert and Sullivan's ‘Pinafore’ at the 
Great Northern postponed to Jan. 
24. Has all-colored cast, and many 
of its people being with original 








|‘Swing Mikado.’ 



































Hollywood in 1930. 











| harpist, died at his hgme in Brook- 









































surviving is his widow, a sister and 














Wednesday, January 17, 1940 FORUM VARIETY 55 
——<——————— ee RT Ra = Ay ae 
managed the publishing house and ‘T » | 4 4 ‘ Y v ’ \ 
edited its trade paper for 25 years. WH A HE; HI 
O B { T U A R | KE ) His widow and a brother survive. 
HENRY T. BINDER . 
Henry T. Binder, who operated the Jules — — si e psy Message 4 bad aang — 
: ; Orpheum theatre, Xenia, O., j ew Yor ity. e for these distributors in question 
HARRY N. MARVIN | Beat _companies, died Jan. 9 at the po a disposed of tele a Bc vi _ Editor, VARIETY: to blow their own horn and to con- 

Harry N. Marvin, 77, retired in- |Edwin Forrest Home for Actors,|Chackeres Theatres, Inc., Spring- | I have read with the utmost inter- Stantly keep their product in front of 
ventor, who was one of the original | Philadelphia. field, O., died at his home in Can-' est several recent letters from your the exhibitor. ‘ 
founders of the old Biograph Stu- | Starting his career at the old Wal-| ton, ©., Jan. 9. He had been blind} subscribers from Chicago and Union- | Jules M. Ziegler. 
dios and held many motion picture jnut St. theatre, Philly, before the| for a number of years. town, Pa., on the foreign film's situ- 
patents in association with Thomas | Civil War, he later managed pro- Li oe ation in the United States. Needless! More on Charles Laughton — 

A. Edison, died Jan. 12 after a three- | ductions throughout the U.S. Those L. H. MONTEREY to say, both of these gentlemen are Memphis. 
month illness at his winter home | who trouped under him included the| pau) B. Zbinden, better known as| correct in their assertions that the Editor, Variety: 
pear Sarasota, Fla. : late Fanny Davenport and H. B./1, H. Monterey, a name he adopted| small neighborhood or subsequent _ We have just seen a copy of 

Further details in the picture sec- | Warner, The son of the late William years ago when he was advance|run theatre can profitably play for-, Variery, issue of Jan. 10, containing 

tion. B. Chapman, also a theatrical man-| agent for the Barnum & Bailey-| eign productions with English titles. 2” article on the recent visit of Mr. 
ager, he had directed George B. Ty-| Ringling circus, died recently in| There is plenty of open booking time Charles Laughton to our Council. 
RALPH HITZ ler's company in New York for a) Miami from injuries he received in| 2nd often a scarcity of immediate For your information, we attach a 

Ralph Hitz, 48, president of the | "umber of years. an explosion in his fruit store. domestic bookings plus the desire of statement from the Board of —. 
National Hotel Management Co., died Widow and three brothers survive. | their patrons to sce good film enter-| tors of the Memphis Better Films 
in New. York Jan. 12 of a heart at- ALBERT HART tainment no matter where it comes, Couneil. , i a 
tack. Albert Hart, 63, stage and screen CHARLOTTE KIMBERLEY from—to make the playing of such) We would ee e your ht 

Further details in dance section. | actor, died Jan. 10 at his home in| Mrs. Charlotte Kimberley, 62, for- | Product feasible. this statement A pa an snare oe = y 

Hollywood after a long illness. He|merly an actress and later well| 1” addition to the difficulties the that you gave t M corti Mg Sa — ~y 
JACK ROSELEIGH had been in show business 43 years,} known as a dramatist of mellers, | small exhibitor hes in trying to lo- | (Mrs Co - sen) 

Jack Roseleigh, about 53, radio, | Starting on Broadway, where he rose | died in Flint, Scotland, Dec. 27. — the ee hey films, | Geeensakiiog Sec’y. 
stage and silent screen actor, died ‘0 stardom and played for 10 years.| She first appeared on the stage at apd peng md : e ta a “ the sup- Sentaninies ‘ 
Jan, 5 of a heart attack in his sleep. | He was star in ‘Dollar Princess’ and|15 and at 21 wrote her first melo- nd eve tegatana eng t h that a false 

* : : P in the next six months due e regret very muc a jats 
In recent gay Pe — most | ee ee eee ee ae drama. She wrote 41 in all. to the war. Contrary to this, it has imoression has reached you concern- 
conspicuously identified wi one | oe , been my experience, and it is so now, ing the Memphis Better Films Coun- 
radio’ program, ‘Pepper Young's | opening of the N. Y. Hippodrome. SOSEEH LAWRENCE that us Sale not scratched the sur- cil reception of Mr. Charles Laugh- 
Family,’ sponsored by Procter & | Hart's first picture job was at Fort Joseph Lawrence, vet vaude andj ¢_0.4 in the United States as far as ton upon the occasion of his recent 
¢ Gamble soap. He played the father | Lee, N. J., for the World Film Co. | legit performer, who fell and broke} \ien it comes to playing the excel- visit to this city. 
for some seven-odd years back |Later, he moved to Hollywood,|his leg shortly before Christmas, | jont type of product produced in AS @ matter of fact, we were high- 
through the program’s previous in- | where he worked for Universal and died in a Brooklyn hospital, Jan. 6. | prance. Scandinavia, England, Spain ly pleased with Mr. Laughton’s ap- 
carnations, first as a sustainer, ‘Red | Paramount, chiefly in  character| He had worked on the Keith cir-!| 244 other countries. As a matter of pearance before us. We had been 
Adams’ and later as the Beechnut- | parts. Surviving is his widow. cuit for years. Burial was in Cin-| fact 7 pave been guaranteed deliv- looking forward to his coming for 
sponsored ‘Red Davis,’ in which cinnati. ery in this country within the next Pet — and were thrilled even 
Burgess Meredith came to attention. GEORGE C. MACK 30 days of more than 20 outstanding beyond our expectations. His brief 

A group of players, including Cur-| George C. Mack, 52, vaudeville FRED ROSENTHAL attractions from abroad. remarks were very timely, and the 
tis Arnall, Betty Wragge and Marion | and burlesque performer, who also Fred Rosenthal, 46, vaude agent,/ Jt being known to the trade that, Passage which he recited from ‘Rem- 
Barney, were associated with Rose- | worked in legit and more recently | ied in a Chicago hospital, of in-| we are distributors of French and, brandt’ was most appropriate to the 
leigh right from the beginning. (Bill | had been a radio writer, died of a| ‘¢stinal disorder, Jan. 12. other foreign products, I would like occasion. 

Adams succeeds him in the serial). | cerebral hemorrhage at his home in| ,Had been agent for years, spe-/to point out that one of the first We particularly appreciate his 

A native of Tennessee, Roseleigh |New York Jan. 11. cializing in indie and fair booking. | things that should be tackled is the courtesy in making room for our 
had appeared in various forms of| He appeared in a comedy turn; Widow survives. problem of making the exhibitors all “meeting on his very crowded sched- 
show business, including Belasco | with Al K. Ha# in vaude and also over better acquainted with this type ule of the single day be spent in 
stage productions and silent films | toured with his wife, Rose Bernard. JERRY . KING of picture. Our office is daily bom- | Memphis, and only hope that we may 
with Francis X. Bushman. He is | He played in ‘The Squealer,’ a melo- Jerry King, 40, member of Blue | barded by telephone calls from vari- at some future time have the pleas- 
survived by a widow and child. drama produced at the Forrest thea- | Barron's orchestra, died Jan. 15 in| ous exhibitors requesting informa- ure and privilege of receiving him 

tre, N. Y., in 1928, and was also seen iy aoe hotel ’ mee a to ste the nagenl gone of _ Sense f Direct “ his Bett 
— ‘ ee ae is nome was In a ’ ° ; foreign pictures are, and we ado wha : ar oe rectors, empnis etier 

2 ogg acral dy . oe ae ee a See See's erent | | we can to advance this information. | Films Council 
dricks, 72, widow of Ben Hen-| Surviving, besides his widow, is| inna Me gy Phar iod a ng: « Fie cof 
dricss, who had been on the stage | sister, Barbara Brooks, of WWJ, ic: Gul. tem, 04 Paneaaele oh a | . 
more than 50 years and was well | ; ploye of Dun & Bradstreet, he re- | House Reviews 
known for his Swedish characteriza- | tired several years ago, and had 
tions, died at her home in Bayside, | DOMINICK SODERO | since resided with his daughter. Also ial 
N. Y., Jan. 11. Her husband died in Dominick Sodero, 58, composer and : a 3 —_—— Continued from page 47 Ls 


two other daughters, Mrs. George 
Fitzmaurice, wife of the film direc- 
tor, and Mrs. Albert E. Clay, of Pa- 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


knifed in the snow, suggestive of 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Daughter of George and.- Lizzie lyn, N. Y., Jan. 9. Born and edu- 
Conway, legit players, she was cated in Naples, upon coming to the 
graduated from Hunter college and| U. S. he subsequently worked as | cific Grove, Cal | broken necks at the least. Chicago, Jan. 13. 
for a time taught in New York, harpist at Hammerstein’s Philadel- . ; | There is some scattered hissing of | Henry Armetta, Joey Ross & 


: * | the Soviets and applause for the | Gladys Bennett, Burton & Kaye, Ti 
schools before becoming an actress. ; phia Opera House. He had composed| Mother of Gene and George Buck | Views tul in general ihe Sonatas | t ye, tip 











Top Girls (4), Paul Regan, Weber 





One of her earlier appearances was ,SOngs and chamber music and also | died Jan. 11 in Detroit. On Christ-| 5 ‘ble | Rg . : 
with James J. Corbett in ‘The Naval} two operas, ‘Afmata’ and ‘Maestro| mas day she fell at her home and commie, ey oe — (we) & Chatita; “Return of Dr. X 
Cadet.’ In 1929 she played with her Giorgio.’ For 12 years he was with} fractured a hip, but because of high| plane in action against a British | 


husband in Schwab and Mandel’s | 
‘Desert Song,’ which had a run of 
95 weeks on Broadway. 

An active clubwoman, Mrs. Hen- 
dricks ‘had been a former secretary | 
of the Stage Children’s Fund and 
devoted much of her time to affairs 
of the Actors Fund of America. 

Surviving are a grandson, Ben | 
Hendricks, 3d, of Hollywood, and a 
sister, Mrs. William Gray. 





JOSEPH MANDELKERN 

Joseph Mandelkern, 72, retired 
theatrical agent and ballet manager, | 
who at one time was a European 
Tepresentative of the Metropolitan 
Opera, died at his home in Merano, | 
Italy, Jan. 13, according to word re- 
ceived in N. Y. by his daughter, Mrs. 
Louis W. Fehr. 

Born in Russia, he held public of- 
fice there before coming to the 
United States more than 40 years 
ago. Active in the management end 
of the concert and ballet business, | 
he was associated with appearances 
of Jascha Heifetz, the late Anna 
Pavlowa, the Fokine and Diaghi- 
left ballets. He had made many 
Visits to Russia seeking talent for 
ballet and was once engaged in Hol- 
lywood as a technical adviser for 
films with Russian backgrounds. 

A naturalized American citizen, 
he had lived in Europe the past few 
years since retiring. 

His daughter survives. 





WALTER T. HITCHCOCK 

Walter T. Hitchcock, 65, pioneer 
Baltimore exhibitor, died in New 
York, Jan. 10, after a long illness. 
Known as ‘the Blind Singer of Bal- 
timore,’ Hitchcock opened and op- 
trated the second picture theatre in 
Baltimore. 

Originally a composer and singer 
of songs utilizing illustrated slides, | 
Hitchcock also improvised unique | 
ound effects for early films. Of re-| 
cent years he was active in the Blind | 
Brotherhood of Maryland, whose 
members acted as honorary pall- | 
bearers at the funeral in Baltimore. | 


ree sons and six grandchildren | 
Survive, | 





FRANK CHAPMAN | 


Frank Chapman, 95, retired actor lishing firm of John Church Co., | 
and theatrical manager, who was a_ Cincy, for 52 years. Prior to retiring | in Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 


member of one of Augustin. Daly’s some time ago, dye to jlpess,, he, djrector of “Our Gang’ series. ,, «fp hpuse band backs,up ell acts, okav. 


the arranging department of Rob- 
bins Music. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 
Helen Sodero; two children and a 
brother, Cesare Sodero, formerly a 
musical director with the National 
Broadcasting System. 

ADOLPH H. ABRAMS 

Adolph H. Abrams, 68, pioneer 
eastern Ohio picture theatre op- 
erator, owner and operator of the 





first film house in Canton, O., died 


Jan. 9 in that city from a heart 
ailment. He went to Canton in 1906 
from East Liverpool, O., and the 
Same year opened the Odeon thea- 
tre, which he operated until 1929. 
He afterwards had _ operated 
Lyceum, for years the city’s lead- 


‘ing vaudeville house, and the Mo- 


zart, which he managed until 1934, 
when he disposed of his theatre in- 
terests, 

Widow and daughter survive. 





HOWARD THURSTON 
Howard Thurston, 20, chief an- 
nouncer at KWG, Stockton, Cali- 
fornia, was found dead in one of 
the studios by 
Jacobson last week when latter came 
off the air after an early morning 


| 


|news broadcast. 
Although foul play was at first sus- | 


pected, an autopsy reveaied that 
Thurston was the victim of acute 
gastritis. 

Deceased was not related to the 
late magician of the same name. 





CHARLES TANNHAUSER 
Charles Tannhauser, 49, legit thea- 
tre and boxoffice manager, died sud- 
denly in Chicago Jan. 15. At the 


time of his death he was with the 
‘Auditorium, where he 


had been 
working for. several years. 
Previously had been boxoffice man 
in other Chicago legit houses and at 
one time had been manager of the 
Studebaker. 
Widow and two children survive. 





WILLIAM F. COLLINS 
William F. Collins, 74, writer of 


| the song ‘Oh Mother of Mine,’ died | 
| in Cincinnati Jan. 12. 


He was associated with the pub- 





'fever doctors withheld operating 
| until last week. ASCAP head and 


| brother were at her bedside for two | 


weeks. 


re 
| Thomas M. Carter, 76, East St. 
Louis orch leader for years, died re- 
i cently of heart disease in St. Louis. 
| About 10 years ago he became in- 
structor of instrumental music in 
| East St. Louis grade schools. 
| Survived by invalid widow. 








Mrs. Elizabeth McBride, 70, mother , 
(Mary Margaret | 


|of Martha Deane 





cruiser is the top action shot of the 
week. 

Lots of winter—skating races, ice- 
boats, sulky races on the frozen 
water in New Hampshire. And the | 
usual amount of Florida publicity, | 
including Jack Dempsey being 
dunked in a swimming pool with 
his clothes on. 

The Hore-Belisha 





episode 
Infantile Paralysis Drive gets 


Pathe clips. Land. 


GOLDEN GATE, FRISCO. 


McBride), died in Winter Park, Fla., | 


Splendid variety show currently 
with plenty of entertainment and an 
indicated boxoffice item in Henry 


| Armetta, whose Italian comedy char- 


acter has become a standard film 
laugh. Armetta does a neat jobina 
comedy crossfire skit with an un- 
billed femme. Spotted in a railroad 
station, the skit builds up plenty of 


is | laughs on the greetings-angry sepa- 

plausibly faked by the aid of library | a ay 
| stuff. 
| a swell break both in Paramount and 


| ration-and-reconciliation between the 
| Italian and his sweetie. Audience 
| ate it up and clamored for more. 

| Show opened by the wire act of 
| Weber Bros. and Chatita, who turn 
| ina fine series of acrobatics. Paul 
Regan is an _ impersonator who 

mimics the standard list of notables, 

| from Stalin to Peter Lorre. 


the | 


early yesterday (Tuesday) morning | 


following influenza attack. Daughter 
is newspaperwoman- and _eé radio 
speaker. 





J. J. Seitz, 77; son of Ernest Seitz, 
noted pianist and composer who 


| Notre Dame’ (RKO). 


San Francisco, Jan. 13. Four-girl acrobatics for solid 

The Three Reddingtons, Smith, | variety novelty is the offering of the 

Rogers and Eddy, Lew Hoffman, Mil- | Tip Top femmes, whose rapid-fire 

‘ler & Reading, Milton Douglas & style of working is good vaude. 

'Co. (3), House Line (12), Jay Brow- , Tumbling is topnotch, but they click 

| er’s House Orch (13); ‘Hunchback of _ especially with their ball-bouncing 
and rope-skipping routines. 


newscaster Lester | 


eo ‘The World Is Waiting for the | 


| Sunrise,’ died in Toronto on Jan. 12. 


Elliott-Fisher 
Ltd. 





Sue Ringing for 31G 


Dallas, Jan. 16. 
Suit for $31,000 has been filed in 
U. S. district court here against the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
| Circus by J. R. Langford and his 
wife, Ida Langford, of Fort Worth. 
Petition alleges Mrs. Langford was 
kicked by a circus horse, breaking 
her arm. 











BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Callaway, son, 
,in Hollywood, Jan. 10. 
Warners Coast district sales man- 
ager. 

! Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wright, in 
| Burbank, Cal., Jan. 10. 
manager of Warners studio ranch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Wemhoff, 
daughter, in Detroit, Jan. 9. Father 
_is VarieETY mugg in Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Dennis, son, in 





‘ber of station KMBC staff. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cahn, son, 
Father is 


Father is} 


Father iS | and gal, 


i Kansas City, Jan. 6. Father is mem- | 


i 


}own 


; down on it. 
/a man, with the man doing most of 


' with gags and dancing. 





| 


As a general rule, when the pic- 


hefty package of entertainment in its 
right, with emphasis on the 
laughter. 

Lead-off act is the Three Redding- | 
tons, who get much comedy by sus- | 
pending heavy canvas in a spring | 
frame-work and bounding up and 
They’re two women and | 


the work. One of the women does a | 
bit too much talking. Otherwise, a 
good opener. | 

Next, Smith, Rogers and Eddy, | 
Plenty of 
laughs and some unusual slapstick 
terps. The girl has plenty eye ap- 
peal and talent as dancer, singer and 
gagster. 

Followed by Lew Hoffman, who | 
juggles tennis balls, cigar boxes and |, 
hats. Augments neat turn with some 
nifty comedy. Miller and Reading 
do difficult acrobatics easily, but 
nearly kill act with poor routining 
and questionable comedy. 

Milton Douglas. assisted by man | 

tops with gags that are | 
funny and have particularly deft | 
timing. Some of them are a shade | 
on the blue side, but so ably put over | 
that their offensiveness is lost. Act | 
also carries some good song-and- | 
dance numbers. 

House line closes’ show with dance 





|routine built around several of the 


song hits of ’39. 
tumed and 


They're well cos- 
trained. Jay Brower 


» You’, 


Ross and Bennett deliver some 
comedy talk and toss in some 


: lture at the Golden Gate is of the | comedy vocalizing and hoofing for 
He was president of the Underwood- | pasnitude of ‘Hunchback,’ the stage all-around entertainment. 


Knock- 


Manufacturing Co0., | show is more or less neglected. Such | about burlesque dance act of Burton 
lis not the case with current bill, a | and Kaye is clicky. 


Business good at last show Satur- 
day (14) Gold. 





MARRIAGES 


Betty Robinson to Kendal Elliott 
in New Orleans. He’s WDSU an- 
nouncer. 


Joan Bennett to Walter Wanger, 
in Phoenix, Ariz., Jan. 12. Bride is 
the film star; he’s the film producer. 


Myra Bratton to Truman Bradley, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Jan. 12. Bride is 
radio player; he’s a radio announcer. 


Mrs. Pamela Clark to Norman S. 
McGee, in Westport, Conn., Dec. 21. 
He’s director of agency relations at 
WQXR, New York. 


Margaret Dromgoole to Dave 
(Young) Olds, in San Antonio, Jan. 
12. He’s sports announcer for KABC, 
San Antonio. 


Helen Taylor to James Crow, in 
Los Angeles, Jan. 15. He’s drama 
editor of the Hollywood Citizen- 
News. 





Berlin Music has three new Jimmy 
Van Heusen tunes: ‘Imagination,’ 
‘Polka Dots and Moonbvedms’ and 
‘They Ought to Write a Book About 
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At 2 @ ‘He operated a puppet theatre and talked like a 
@ college professor.” 























At 3 @ ‘He looked like Dr. Fu Manchu and spouted Shake- 
@  speare like a veteran.” 


At Bz “Hestarted making his own highballs:” 


At 10 @ “He decided psychology was a fake and used psychol- 
@ ogists as guinea pigs to prove it.” 


At 18 © “He was leading man for Katharine Cornell.” 
At <3 © “He gave the nation gooseflesh with one broadcast.” 


At yo Ae TODAY—‘“‘He has the most amazing contract ever 
@ signed in Hollywood.” 





READ THE FANTASTIC STORY OF CRSON WELLES 
IN THIS WEEK’S SATURDAY EVENING POST 


“HOW TO RAISE A CHILD” 


y AINA JOHNSTON cd FRED SMITH 


(IN THREE INSTALLMENTS] 




















